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Namibia?
Namibia is a large country (the size of

California~ Oregon and Washington combined)
with a small population (1.4 million)
located in southern Africa. It is rich in
natural resources - diamonds~ uranium~ cattle
and fish. Yet Namibia is a poor and oppress
ed nation. Today in defiance of the Inter
national Court of Justice and the United
Nations~ South Africa is illegally occupying
Namibia~ draining the country of its resour
ces~ and keeping Namibia in a constant state
of terror and war. White South Africa main
tains control over the 93% nonwhites of
Namibia through a system of legalized racism
known as apartheid (pronounced "apart-hate")~

meaning separateness.
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What is
APflrtheid

Anyway?

Namibia has been involved in a struggle of independence
for over 100 years.

1884 Namibia annexed as a German colony.
1906-1919 A German "order of extermination" in 1906 elimi-

nated two-thirds of the Herero and Nama people -' their
cattle and land were taken from them. After Germany's
defeat in W W I, Namibia was mandated to South Africa
"as a sacred trust of civilization." S. A. was to care
for the people and bring Namibia to independence.

1919-1966 S. A., instead, increased oppression, moved to
annex Namibia and instituted apartheid. Namibians work
ed and petitioned for independence, but after South
Africa's refusal, the U. N. terminated S. A. 's mandate
and returned Namibia to U. N. jurisdiction.

1971 International Court of Justice declared S.A. 's presence
in Namibia illegal.

1973 U. N. recognized SWAPO (S. W. Africa Peoples' Organiza
tion) as authentic representative of Namibian people,
granting them official U. N. status.

1978 Passage of U.N. Security Council Resolution 435 calling
for U. N. supervised elections in Namibia.

In Namibia (as in South Africa)
apartheid means the loss of all
human and political rights. Black
Namibians may not vote or move free
ly in their country. Everything in
Namibia is separate and unequal for

blacks and whites: housing, jobs, health care, education,
even church. Families are forced to move away from "white"
areas to barren homelands, while fathers work far away in a
migrant labor system separated from their families for up to
a year at a time. Much of the country is under martial law,
with a dusk to dawn curfew for blacks. They may be arrested,
tortured, and killed without
charges ever being filed. Young
black men are drafted into the
S. A. military to fight against
their own people.



w~
Should
we Care?

Namibia is predominantly Christian
(85%), and mostly Lutheran (60%).
Working together as the Council of
Churches in Namibia, the country's
main Christian churches -- Lutheran,
Catholic, Anglican, and Methodist --
have called for an end to the war,

for an end to all discriminatory laws and practices, and for
free and fair elections under international supervision.

As a result of this opposition to apartheid and South
Africa's reign of terror, the church has been persecuted -
church leaders have been arrested, pastors prevented from
performing pastoral duties, printing presses bombed, high
schools bombed, the offices of the Council of Churches in
Namibia bombed. South Africa labels anyone who opposes its
apartheid policies as traitors and communists, whether they
be SWAPO or freedom fighters or church leaders and bishops.



Why should Christians in North America be concerned
about events in faraway Namibia?

South Africa claims to be a Christian democratic
country and uses the Bible to support apartheid, the
only system of legal racism in the world. In the name
of Christianity and democracy, South Africa continues
to deny political and human rights to people of color
both in Namibia and South Africa; as well as to block
Namibia's independence. Namibia is one of the places
in our world today where being a confessing Christian
is dangerous, often deadly, business.

What Can! Do?
LEARN

PRAY

WRITE

WORK

BE AN

ADVOCATE

more of the facts about the situation in
Namibia and South Africa; more about the
people and their courage.
for the oppressed, and for their oppressors!
The people of Namibia plead, "Please pray
for us. Remember us in your prayers."
to the churches in Namibia -- they need to
know that someone cares about them.
tell the story of the people of Namibia. If
possible, get to know some of the Namibian
students studying in colleges and seminaries
in the U. S.; contribute for scholarship aid
funds - to the churches in Namibia - for the
children of Namibia - for the refugees.
exercise your democratic right and become an
advocate for Namibia. Let our government of
ficials know about your concern for Namibia.
Urge them to vote for free elections in
Namibia, and other legislation that supports
independence for Namibia.

Excellent films, videos, books, magazines, newsletters,
and other materials are available, many of which can be
obtained with no charge. For more information and
resources, contact:

National Namibia Concerns Namibia Concerns
860 Emerson,Denver,CO 80218 333 Wartburg PI,Dubuque,IA
(303) 830-2774 (319) 589-0326 52001

DMNA/Lutheran Church in America
231 Madison Av, New York,NY 10016
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