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Eight years ago at Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa, we de
cided to seek support from Wartburg graduates to meet the needs of
a Namibian doctora~ student and his family during their last months
of study. Abisai Shejavali's scholarship had expired -- he, Selma
and their two children needed help.

There were only 400 addresses in that first mailing to the
Wartburg Seminary family. But the response was so generous that
the Shejavalis suggested some of the money be used to support pro
jects of the Lutheran churches in Namibia.

That is how National Namibia Concerns began. We did not seek
a "cause". We were given one in the persons of the Shejavalis and
the other Namibian students who have studied at Wartburg since 1971.
Their presence has been a blessing to the seminary. Their witness
to Christ's Gospel has been an inspiration to us all.

A small group of students and staff began meeting together to
study southern Africa issues and to hear the Namibians tell their
story. Then we began to tell others through films and discussions
and a newsletter.

From these tentative beginnings, Namibia Concerns has grown to
be the largest grass-roots Namibia education/advocacy network in the
country. With a mailing list of more than six thousand individuals
and congregations, National Namibia Concerns plays a leading role in
educating people about the situation in southern Africa.

We are now at a crucial point. The development and nurture of
such a large network is costly, both in time and money. Until this
year, all work for Namibia Concerns was done on a volunteer basis.
Even now, we pay for less than one full time position. Our major
expenses are for printing and postage, for telephone and shipping,
for purchase of educational materials and media, for conferences and
seminars. For example:

- The cost of printing one newsletter is $1700 (providing
on-going education and nurture for the network -- you!).

U to set at liberty those who are oppressed. ... "
Luke 4: 18



- The cost of one mailing to the network is $360.

- A new film for our lending library is $450 to $650.

- The cost of printing resource materials is $200 per month.

- One month's phone calls to the network is $150.

- A two-day education/advocacy event, with Namibian speakers and
resource people costs about $4000.

These expenditures are the way in which we continue the ministry of tel
ling the story of Namibia, the story of suffering and hope that our Namibian
friends have shared with us.

While we have received support and encouragement from mission executives
in our churches, we are still dependent on contributions from our network to
meet expenses. You are our main hope. In order to continue telling the story
we need your support.

When she was in this country as part of the American Lutheran Church
Women's "Woman to Woman" program, Selma Shejavali said:

The most important thing I have seen is the growing understanding
about Namibia. The work of National Namibia Concerns and the dedi
cation of sisters and brothers here is the best message I will
bring to my people. The burden that we carry becomes easier when
we learn that you are standing with us. Namibians say, "A load
is lighter when it rests on several shoulders". We thank you for
sharing the burden of our struggle.

Our Christian sisters and brothers in Namibia have entrusted us with their
story. Please help us to continue to spread the word of suffering and hope by
sending a contribution today. Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel
that proclaims we are all one in Christ the world around.
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