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Dear Friends:

Namibia is breaking onto the church scene as never before!
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There is a deepening realization of the brutality of apartheid, and a new awareness of the suffering
of our sisters and brothers in Namibia. National Namibia Concerns needs your help to
keep pace with the incredible opportunities to tell this story.

In my own corner of the world, I can hardly keep up with all th~ actIvitY. In August I sawRalie
Deffenbaugh's slides from his two weeks in Namibia. I also talked for hours with the Burchfields,
who recently spent ten days in Namibia, visiting old friends, experiencing marvelous hospitality,
but also seeing first hand how life in Namibia is filled with death. Then the exciting
"Free Namibia Emphasis" was approved by the American Lutheran Church and materials for that
have already started arriving.

This week I read the Scope magazine, and discovered an article about Namibia. Namibia students
are on many of our Lutheran campuses this fall. A major conference on Namibia is scheduled in
Minnesota for March. . . .

It is happening all over. ...

But National Namibia Concerns needs your help to keep the Newsletter coming, to keep up with
requests for information, to keep working with congregations who want to learn about the situa
tion in Namibia. We cannot miss this "kairos" moment. Never before have we had
such an opportunity to tell the story of the Namibians' courageous struggle for
freedom.

It is difficult for intimate, folksy, family organizations to grow into large grass-roots networks. But
that is what has happened to National Namibia Concerns. Our mailing lists keep expanding; the
work is seemingly endless. Most of that work is still managed by dedicated volunteers.

To keep our offices operating, to keep our projects going, we need your help. Together we
are in partnership with the people of Namibia. Please send a check today.

And please pray that independence and peace will come to Namibia. Pray for all who work for
freedom, those in Namibia whose lives are filled with death and those of us here who are called to
stand with them.

Yours truly,

Hto set at liberty those who are oppressed. ... "
Luke 4:18


