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Dr. Zephania Kameeta, Deputy Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in SWA, has once again been denied a
passport or travel documents which would enable him to
attend a consultation on Namibia being held in Germany
in November.

Kameeta was scheduled to participate in a Lutheran
World Federation (LWF) meeting in Hannover, before
coming to Washington, D.C., in early December. His ac
tivities as an international church leader have been great
ly hampered by South Africa's harrassment and frequent
refusal to grant the necessary documents to permit
travel. (Some of you remember the difficulty that
Kameeta experienced while trying to attend the LWF
Assembly in Budapest in 1984.)

Please contact your Senators and Represen-
tatives and Chester Crocker

Assistant Secretary of State
U.S. Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

(202) 632-2530

Urge our government to bring strong pressure
to bear on the South African government on this
clear interference in the work of the church.

Also contact:
Ambassador Herbert Beukes

Embassy of South Africa
3051 Massachusetts Ave. N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20008
(202) 232-4400

You may want to remind him of the so-called
"Bill of Rights" that accompanied the installa
tion of the puppet government in Namibia. (The
"Bill of Rights" was a ploy to make that govern
ment seem more legitimate.) Article No. 10 of
that Bill of Rights concerns the right to freedom
of movement, and states that everyone should
have the right to leave the country if they have
followed the procedures properly described by

law. Kameeta has, of course, applied in a proper
manner for his passport. Send a copy of your let
ter to Ambassador Beukes to:

Mr. Louis Pienaar
Office of the Administrator General
Goering Street; Private Bag 13278

Windhoek 9000
Namibia/SouthWest Africa

LEGISLATIVE SCORECARD

WE WON ONE
Thank you, thank you to all who contacted their Senators
and Representatives before the crucial vote on Sanctions
against, South Africa. The victory demonstrated your
determination that the U.S. end its support for the apar
theid system.

It was a repudiation of the Administration's policy of
..constructive engagement" and a serious defeat for the
South African government. The override of President
Reagan's veto came in spite of an intensive lobbying ef- J

fort by the President, Secretary of State Shultz, the
South African government, Senate Majority Leader,
Robert Dole, and right wing apartheid supporters led by ,
Senator Jesse Helms.

This lobbying included phone calls from South Africa's
Foreign Minister Pik Botha as well as from the so-called
Zulu Chief, Gatsha Buthelezi, who sought to pressure
farm state senators to vote with the President. Many
Senators were angered that members had been called
from the Senate floor to receive Botha's message
threatening retaliation.

President Reagan quickly proposed new aid to the front
line states, promised a trip by Secretary Shultz to
southern Africa, and appointed a black ambassador-all
in an effort to influence senators. It was a clear vic
tory for our lobbying efforts that these tactics
failed to change the Senator's votes.

BUT THE NEW LEGISLATION FALLS FAR SHORT
OF THE COMPREHENSIVE SANCTIONS THAT
ARE NEEDED.

* We need to press hard for comprehensive sanctions as
originally passed in the House of Representatives.

* We must help focus attention on South Africa's con
tinued illegal occupation of Namibia.

* We must work to end U.S. aid to UNITA in Angola.
By sending military aid to UNITA, our country openly
allies itself with South Africa, loses credibility
throughout the world, increases the suffering of the
Angolan people, and delays indefinitely hope for in
dependence in Namibia.



While Pastor Jonathon Hevita served on the summer
staff at Good Earth Village Bible Camp in
southeastern Minnesota, he shared his story as one
who has experienced the injustices of life under apar
theid. Campers responded by donating $600 of their

, "snack money" to send textbooks to Martin Luther
High School in Omaruru, Pastor Hevita's former
school.

MAJOR NAMIBIA CONFERENCE
TO BE HELD IN MARCH
A national conference on Namibia will be held on the
campus of Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter,
Minnesota, March 20-22, 1987. The purpose will be to
educate people about the issue and train them for re
sponding to the urgent and long-standing call for help
which we have received from our Namibian sisters and
brothers.

The list of resource people includes many of the "giants"
in Namibia's struggle for independence. Bishop Kleopas
Dumeni, of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Namibia
(ELOC), and Andimba Toivo ja Toivo, one of the
founders of SWAPO who was imprisoned for 16 years,
now serving as General Secretary of SWAPO, will be
main speakers. Other resource people include
Namibians, scholars and activists from the United States
and Great Britain.

We are hoping to have forty to fifty Namibian students
present to interact with participants and to share their
stories.

The conference is a joint venture of Gustavus Adolphus
College and the Lutheran College Task Force on Peace
and Justice. It promises to be the most significant
Namibia event ever held in this country. Plan
now to attend. For registration information, contact
National Namibia Concerns (303) 830-2774 or the Church
Relations Office at Gustavus (507) 931-7643.

- ---- -----,

WHAT'S
Students and staff at Wartburg Seminry in Dubuque con
tinue·to lead the way in active involvement in
Namibia/southern Africa issues. Letter-writing tables
and telephone lines were busy during the sanctions
debate. A television was set up in the dining area so
students could follow the debate as it was occuring in the
Senate. Now the letter-writing has begun again. Students
are thanking Congresspeople for the sanctions legisla
tion, but indicating that these were only the first steps.
With posters and printed materials, the students are call
ing for an end to aid for UNITA and for the implementa
tion of Resolution 435, without further delay.

Recently someone called the office to inquire what was
meant by the term "Namibia Nut." Barb Danforth ex
plained that it really was a positive description, used for
persons who have a special interest in and commitment
to this issue. I suppose we could call them "Freedom
Fanatics" but that would have its own implications. We'll
stick with "Namibia Nuts" unless it insults too many
people.

Last year, a Christmas project of the World Mission
Task Force at Gethsemane Lutheran in Portland,
Oregon, was to provide books for the new library of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia (ELOC). The
library building, constructed with funds from the Finnish
churches, was completed in the fall of 1985. The building
was ready-the only public library in the north of
Namibia-but there were no books. A list of books was
posted at Gethsemane, and, as individuals bought a book
for shipment, they placed a yarn doll on the church
Christmas tree as a reminder that we are all a part of
God's family.

The new ELOC library is located in Oniipa, in the
northern part of Namibia.



Photo courtesy of Namibia Communications Centre,
London, U.K.

TORTURE BY FIRE
DOCUMENTED IN NAMIBIA
Church leaders in Namibia often refer to incidents of
torture by the South African forces. Recently Episcopal
Churchpeople for a Free Southern Africa (ESCA) sum
marized four incidents that involved the use of burning as
a means of eliciting information and, even more, a means
of intimidation:

In 1982, Iipinge Petrus, age 17, was seized by
soldiers as he stood near a cafe. Although he showed his
identity papers, the soldiers forced him to hold the hot
exhaust pipe of their truck until his hand was severely
burned.

In 1983, Ndar Kapitango, an elderly inhabitant of the
Kavango area, was roasted over live coals by members of
the South African Defence Force after they had raped his
wife. His arm had to be amputated as a result of the
burns. After a year and a half of pain, Kapitango died
early in 1985.

In June 1986, a 15 year old boy, Portius Blasius (pic
tured above) was forcibly taken by South African soldiers
and questioned about SWAPO fighters. His face was
held against the exhaust pipe of their idling armored
truck, then he was left to find his way home.

In July, 1986, security forces seized a 13 year old stu
dent, Titus Paulus, and questioned him about SWAPO.
When Paulus denied any knowledge, he was stripped and
beaten. "Then they carried me into the mahangu field
where I was held by my arms and legs over a fire, and
they roasted my back for a long time. I was screaming
with great pain, and they threw me on my back and left."
Paulus was hospitalized in Onandjokwe Lutheran
Hospital, where Red and Susan Burchfield visited him.
They reported that, even in the hospital, he is harassed
by soldiers and as a result is not recovering properly from
the burns.

NAMIBIAN CHURCH LEADER, CIVIL RIGHTS
LAWYER, AND NEWSPAPER EDITOR
THREATENED WITH DEPORTATION
According to a semi-official government newspaper,
three leading opponents of South Africa's occupation of
Namibia may be facing deportation under a new law
which is still being formulated.

Dr. Abisai Shejavali, General Secretary of the Council of
Churches, David Smuts, a human rights lawyer, and
Gwen Lister, editor of "The Namibian" may face ex
pulsion because they were not born in Namibia.

Shejavali, who was born just north of the Namibian
border and moved with his mother into Namibia at age
three, reportedly has said that before he is deported they
will have to expel the South African troops because they,
also, were not born in the country!

MORE VANDALISM AT COUNCIL OF
CHURCHES IN NAMIBIA
Welfare offices of the Council of Churches and the in
dependent Morenga School in Katatura were robbed and
vandalized during the early morning hours of September
16.

The steel door to the welfare office was demolished and
the inside offices left in an "unrecognizable state."
CCN's welfare director, Mr. Vezera Kandetu, said that it
did not appear to be simple theft. "They were looking for
something specific because they left petty cash on the
desk and took various documents instead."

Classrooms of the Morenga School, which is adjacent to
the CCN offices, were also damaged. Mrs. Selma She
javali, headmistress of the Morenga school, reported that
the school door had been ripped from its hinges and the
classroom vandalized. The school is an independent,
multi-racial school using English as the main language of
instruction. Observers in Namibia believe the break-in
was politically motivated.

"We raise their children . .. they kill ours. "

Grafetti seen in one of the "townships" visited by an
ALC tour group.



"The multinational companies are, in our view, political
criminals in South Africa . .. That is why we tell foreign
companies to withdraw. There is only one thing we want
right now: immediate sanctions. "

Winnie Mandela

"To Namibians, it is the South African Defence Force
(SADFj, the 'Koevoet' death squad, and the troops of
Unita who train in Namibia who are the terrorists. "

John Evenson
Namibia Communications Centre

We are indebted to the Namibian Communications
Centre and John Evenson for many of the articles used
in this newsletter. Information about Namibia is not
readily available in the public press, so we are grateful
for John's excellent sources.

The NAMIBIA NEWSLETTER is a publication of
National Namibia Concerns'. For information about
our organization, please contact us at:

National Namibia Concerns
860 Emerson

Denver, CO 80218
(303) 830-2774

NEW RESOURCES

Witness to Apartheid, 56 minutes, 1986. A power
ful expose of the brutality of apartheid which takes away
the excuse that "we didn't know what was happening."
The story is told by children who have been tortured, by
adults trying to bring change, by Afrikaaners who sup
port the system, and by others who risk their lives to
stand with the suffering ones. Everyone needs to see
this film. Rent from NNC (303) 830-2774 or California
Newsreel (415) 621-6196.

The Kairos Document, a Challenge to the
Church is a Christian, biblical, and theological comment
on the crisis in South Africa. It comes out of a series of
discussions by South African theologians concerned
about the deepening violence and chaos in their country
during the summer and fall of 1985. It challenges what it
calls "State Theology" and "Church Theology" and
reminds the Christian community of its call to prophetic
witness. This excellent study document for the "Confess
ing church" in every country is available from NNC (303)
830-2774 and from the office of: Theology in Global Con
text Program, 22 Tenakill Street, Closter, NJ 07627.

Namibia: A Violation of Trust, by Susanna Smith,
1986. Described as an OXFAM report on international
responsibility for poverty in Namibia, this study is
directed toward a British audience, but the first two
thirds of the book are equally informative for us. Smith
examines the economy, which she describes as "wealth
based on poverty," and the problems of health and
education of the people of one of the richest countries in
Africa. Available from NNC or from Oxfam America,
115 Broadway, Boston, MA 02116.

Move Your Shadow, by Joseph Lelyveld, 1985. A
former New York Times South African correspondent,
Lelyveld describes powerfully and clearly the realities of
life under apartheid. His attention to detail and his vivid
anecdotes bring alive the people and situations in which
they struggle to survive. This book should be read and
reread in our effort to understand the tragic complexities
of life in South Africa.
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