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REMEMBER THE DEATHS IN SOWETO

JUNE 12 JUNE 16 JUNE 19

June 16 marks the first anniversary of the schoolchildren's upr1s1ng ir:. Sowet.),
a black district outside Johannesburg, South Africa. The Episcopal Churchmen
for South Africa ask all churches to observe the period from June 12 to June 19
as a time of mourning, prayer, and dedication: "This period is dedicated to
those who have died in the struggles, who suffer from imprisonment, detenti:>n,
and exile, and from the ordeal of oppression in South Africa, Zimbabwe, and
Namibia. The Episcopal Churchmen for South Africa calIon all Americans to
commit themselves to support those struggling'for freedom in South Afri.ca. We
ask your prayers, political support, and contributions on this anniversary."

st. Augustine's will mark the anniversary with special prayers at Sunday services
on June 12 and 19, and eucharists at the Coulson's on June 15 and the chapel on
June 16.

Some background on Soweto: The upr1s1ng began as a schoolchildren's demonstra
tion against a new government ruling requiring that Afrikaans. (the predominant
language of South Africa's white minority) be taught in black schools. The
government ordered riot police to the area. The police fired tear gas at stu
dents, who retaliated by throwing rocks and bottles. Then the police opened
fire. Children as young as t\\'elve years old were killed. The riots were halted,
but the unrest spread throughbut the black and colored townships. Black workers
walked off their jobs for three days. Students in other areas staged protests.
The white regime, terrified by its inability to contain the unrest, continued
and continues to respond by imprisonment without trial and brutal suppression of
any protest.

This excerpt from a November 14, 1976 letter to a British newspaper by two teachers
from a colored school describes an incident which other reports suggest is typical:
"The pupils of Bonteheu~el High School held a peaceful demonstration in the school
grounds. They carried placards expressing sympathy with fellow scholars in African
areas. The atmosphere of the demonstration was jovial rather than aggressive.

"The Riot Squad arrived in mesh-protected vehicles; the-y were wearing camouflage
battle dress and were armed with shot guns, rifles, and tear gas guns. Immediately,
the principal asked them to leave because their pre~ence was unnecessary. They
ordered him to stand aside. The cOlicrlanding officer ordered his men to line up and,
without warning, tear gas was fired a·t the children. They were then baton-charged
by the Riot Squad.

"The children fled across the school grounds until they were cornered against the
high fence. Most of the boys managed to scale the fence. The girls were trapped
and were severely beaten up. It was only because of this that an angry crowd of
parents and children later gathered in Dissel Road outside the school. This
prompted the return of tne Riot SqUAd to 'break up an illegal gathering.'

"Fleeing was the only defense the people had against the guns of the Riot Squad;
stone-throwing their only means of expressing their anger and pain. Three days of
street fightir:g followed, leaving many people shot and at least one child dead."

Reports from black townships suggest that as many as 1,000 have been slain in
incidents like this, many imprisoned and many driven into exile. Join us in
prayer on June 12 and 19.
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The next general meeting of the Namibia Peace Center will take place on W~dnesday,

June 15 at the home of the Cou1sons, 603 Alta Avenue, Santa Monica. The meeting
has three purposes: 1) the sharing of the eucharist for all of those who suffer
in Namibia, Zimbabwe, and South Africa; 2) evaluation of activities undertaken
thus far by the center; 3) planning the future activities of the center. We need
prayers, planners, doers, and everybody else. Please come.

MORRIS-COMMINS ANTI-APARTHEID ORIGINALS: POSTERS DISPLAYED AT U.N.; STATIONERY
SOON AVAILABLE AT ST. AUGUSTINE'S

The graphics firm of Heather Morris and Sharon Commins entered seven posters in
an anti-apartheid poster design contest sponsored by the American Committee on
Africa. Seven of these posters were among those selected for display in the lobby
of the U. N. building in New York. The display will be touring the U. S., and may
be reproduced in book form.

Morris and Commins has also designed Namibia ,Peace Center stationery for St.
Augustine's. The stationery is at the printer now, and should be available at the
book table starting June 12. Thank you, and congratulations to Sharon and Heather.

LIBRARY ORGANIZER NEEDED LIBRARY ORGANIZER NEEDED LIBRARY ORGANIZER NEEDED

To help us learn as much as possible about Namibia and South Africa, the Namibia
Peace center has accumulated numerous books, pamphlets, and even a few cassette
tapes. Some of these are obtainable at the book table, but many others are in
storage because there are too few to allow "help yourself" distribution. Space
has been found in the church office to house this growing Namibia library, but a
person (people?) is needed to organize the materials and to set up an "on honor"
check-out system. Can you give a day or so to this task? If so, contact Fr.
Fred or Fr. Steve.

OUR OWN NAMIBIAS OUR OWN NAMIBIAS OUR OWN NAMIBIAS OUR OWN NAMIBIAS

Fr. Steve reports that over $700.00 was earned by St. Augustine's footsore
parishioners in this year's CROP Walk. The money goes to Church World Service to
finance hunger relief projects around. the world. But the money can't start doing
its work until all of the CROP pledges have been collected. So, if you owe a
CROP walker, PAY UP: Can't find the walker? Fr. Steve will gladly take your
check, made out to CROP. If you have a CROP envelope, TURN IT IN:
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