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-Apply for membership on the Council
for Namibia, the unit established by the
United Nations "to administer Southwest
Africa until independence and to
promulgate such laws, decrees and
regulations as are necessary ... until a
legislative assembly (in Namibia) is
established. "

SWAPO's dual platform is "One Namibia,
One People." The former rules out
bantustans, or homelands, where tribes
are being resettled and thus divided from
each other. The latter implies a political
system which will be representative for,
of and by all ethnic and tribal groupings.

Presently whites and some tribal chiefs,
puppets of the white government, are

Because South Africa has refused to
recognize the validity of this resolution, the
U.S. has regarded the Council for Namibia
as an impractical arrangement. Some feel
this argument has validity, but even if that is
granted, other factors must be considered.
The chief factor may be the psychological
value of a'major western power aligning
itself with the council's effort. Equally
important is the affirmation which
membership on the council would give to
the UN's contention that South Africa has
no rights whatever in Namibia, that is not a
de facto government. Furthermore,
whatever new initiatives are recommended
to the General Assembly or the Security
Council are most often the result of
deliberations of the Council for Namibia.

-Devise federal legislation which will
insure equal employment policies and
practices on the part of American
corporations which operate in Namibia
and which will guarantee that taxes paid
by such companies will benefit the
majority of the people of Namibia. In an
apartheid-related action, Congressional
representatives should be urged to vote
to enforce sanctions against Rhodesian
chrome. Bills are in preparation for
consideration in the current 94th
Congress to bring this about.

Namibians in Exile. A group of
Namibians are in self-imposed exile
primarily for poliiical reasons. Persecuted
for nothing more than criticizing the
apartheid system and the repressive laws
of the illegal racist government in power,
they have fled their country to solicit
international understanding and support
for their cause. During 1974 nearly 4,000
left the country.

The political group which claims the
loyalty of most of the Namibians abroad
is the Southwest Africa People's
Organization (SWAPO). The United
Nations recognizes SWAPO as
representing the aspirations of the
Namibian people and has granted
observer status to it.
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through the Africa Bureau of the State
Department, the U.S. has made strong
diplomatic representation in behalf of
political prisoners, especially those whose
human rights have been flagrantly violated
by such repressive acts as flogging and
secret detention without charge.

However, U.S. words in opposition to
apartheid have been stronger than its
actions to weaken and destroy it.

At the present time the U.S. needs
encouragement to act aggressively and
quickly to:

-Endorse and support financially the
Namibia Institute, an educational agency
to be located in neighboring Zambia to
train Namibians for civil service and other
disciplines required for their
nation-building task, do research on
every aspect of Namibian life and publish
it, and prepare generally for an
independent and free statehood.

Namibia - that troubled land which is
persistently called Southwest Africa by
journalistic purists - still struggles to
break loose from the South African yoke
of bondage. Its people continue to have
a host of sympathizers and allies in the
world community.

International Court of Justice. In 1971 the
prestigious International Court of Justice
declared that the continued presence of
South Africa in Namibia is illegal arid that
South Africa is therefore under an
immediate obligation to withdraw. Great
Britain alone dissented from this opinion.

UN Security Council. Two years before
the ICJ ruling, the Security Council of the
United Nations called upon South Africa
to withdraw from Namibia. Each year the
Security Council's resolutions have
become firmer. Last December the
council unanimously adopted a resolution
condemning South Africa's occupation of
Namibia, demanding its withdrawal and a
transfer of power to the people of Namibia
with the assistance of the United Nations.

Pending the transfer, the Security
Council demanded further: (a)
compliance with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights; (b) release
of all Namibian political prisoners; (c)
abolition of racially repressive laws and
practices, especially bantustans and
homelands; and (d) unconditional
amnesty for political exiles.

The Security Council has given the
South African government until May 30,
1975, to comply with these demands.
Watch for news on this matter.

The U. S. Government. The voting record
of the United States government has
been supportive toward Namibia. It has
consistently supported Security Council
resolutions and with encouragement has
carried out their provisions. Moreover,



attacking SWAPO as an Ovambo
organization which is not representative
of all Namibians. While SWAPO is
predominantly Ovambo, a fact to
remember is that the Ovambos constitute
46 per cent of the total population of
Namibia and 60 per cent of the black
population. Moreover, SWAPO leadership
is drawn from all tribal groupings. The
contention by South African officials that
SWAPO is not a representative voice for
Namibia seems to be primarily an effort to
divide the black people.

Voluntary Agencies - Chiefly Churches.
A large percentage of the people of
Namibia are committed Christians, chiefly
Lutherans, Anglicans and Roman
Catholics. Leaders in these churches
have called on their brothers and sisters
around the wood to. support them in their
peaceful quest for liberation.

The churches have responded in many
ways. They offer prayers and money,
share information and strategies,
stimulate positive actions in government
and industry. Many church bodies have
been active in these programs in a
variety of ways. Through their national
leadership, they have supported and
cooperated with such agencies as the
Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law, th.8 American Committee for
Africa, the Washington Office on Africa,
and Amnesty International, to name a
few. All of these voluntary agencies have
had profound influence on whatever
positive developments have taken place in
Namibia.

What is the present situation other than
what has already been described?

Human Rights. Flogging has stopped in
Namibia. On February 24,1975, the
Supreme Court of South Africa
overturned a lower court's refusal to
restrain Ovambo tribal authorities from
carrying out floggings.

Arbitrary detention withou1 charge
continues. Young Namibians, many of
them students, are going into voluntary
exile at an unprecedented rate. These
refugees need welfare support and
education opportunities. Many who have
remained in Namibia are in jail. They
need legal dmensefunds and their
families need basic necessities for
survival.

Political Picture. The liberation of Angola
and Mozambique and increased majority
pressure in Zimbabwe (Southern
Rhodesia) have forced South Africa into
a,n Intensive review of its position vis a
vis Namibia. Prime Minister Balthazar

Vorster is very intent on finding an early
solution, but the nature of the solution is
unclear.

Indications are that he will push for a
division of Namibia, creating a new state
out of Ovamboland and a small strip of
Southern Angola. Together they might
constitute an area eight per cent the size of
Namibia. This would reunite the Kuanyama
tribe, a humanitarian argument, but it would
isolate roughly halt the present Namibian
population (all blacks) into an agriculturally
overgrazed and depressed land region with
no known natural resources.

Politically this would be advantageous to
the white population in the rest of
Namibia since the white/non-white ratio
would change from one-eighth to
one-fourth, thereby reducing black
pressure and making it somewhat less
offensive to retain white rule and white
ownership of practically all agriculturally
viable land and natural resources.

The world community should support
those who reject this potential solution:

Elections. Because. the whole idea of
elections under a plan of separate
development is opposed by SWA,PO, a
boycott against elections was successful in
1973. The percentage of people who voted
was 2.8. In 1975, however, a boycott was
not successful. Between an estimated
one-third tQ one-half of the eligible voters
went to the polls. South African authorities
claim that this demonstrates the people are
being won over to their system of
government and have repudiated
SW~PO's leadership. ,

This claim does not take into account that
after the 1973 boycott SWAPO leaders
were flogged and more recently detained;
that thousands of SWAPO members have
fled the country; and that numerous
complaints have indicated coercion in
getting out the vote.

Economic Situation. The black population
still suffers from unequal pay for similar
work, discriminatory practices in job
training and promotions, limited benefit
from taxes paid to South Africa by
corporations operating in Namibia.

In regard to protection of raw materials
and natural resources for the majority
population of Namibia, the Council for
Namibia passed a decree upheld by the
UN General Assembly which demanded
that transnational corporations operating
in Namibia get the council's permission'
before removing any materials or
products from Namibia.

The churches have been active in
sponsoring shareholders' actions asking
that certain companies withdraw from
Namibia, that others reform labor
practices and still others publicly disclose
information regarding their operations
there. Due to these and other factors
important develOpments have occurred as

far as certain U.S. transnational
corporations are concerned.

On OCtober 31, 1974, Conoco announced
its withdrawal from Namibia. On January
13, 1975, Phillips and Getty made an
identical announcement, and a week later
Texaco withdrew. This February 10
Standard Oil of California announced its
withdrawal. All were exploring for oil
offshore Namibia and have Concluded to
discontinue these explorations.

Newmont Mining Company, operator of
Tsumeb Mines in behalf of itself,
American Metal CMmax and O'okiep
Copper, is in the process of reforming
labor practices at Tsumeb. Its
commitment is constructive enough that
the United Church of Christ, which
sponsored a major reform resolution in
1974, has decided not to file one in 1975
but await implementation of Newmont's
intentions.

Christian people and agencies which
have investment portfolios should have
processes by which they review the
ethical and social implications of their
holdings so that when proxies arrive,
they m~ be voted in a manner which will
support'"human rights and social justice in
a God-pleasing way.

To summarize, the situation in Namibia is
fluid. Sfluth Africa,is recognizing its own
isolation from practically every nation in
the world community and is seeking
some way to build a new image. Positive
words are being spoken by the Prime
Minister, but they have yet to be fulfilled
in action. Meanwhile, proposals are being
sugge~ted which ar,e inadequate .
resolutions to the oppressive situation
which exists in Namibia. May 30, 1975, is
the deadline established by the UN
Security Council for a disclosure.of South
Africa's plans. They should be evaluated
in the light of this Namibia Update.
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