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The Executive Committee of the Lutheran Council in the United States of
America, consisting of chief officials and representatives of three Lutheran

. church bodies comprising 8,259,294 members in the U.S.A., is appreciative of
several positive actions taken by the United States in recent years to support
a peaceful liberation of the people of Namibia. As Lutherans we have a special
concern for the Namibian people inasmuch as over half the people of that land
are Lutherans and their leaders have called upon us to support them in their
peaceful quest for freedom. We have been especially impressed by the just and
humane principles which have influenced the following actions of the U.S. govern
ment and its officials.

* "The acceptance of the 1971 opinion of the International Court of
Justice which declared "the continued presence of South Africa in
Namibia is illegal," and that "South Africa is under obligation to
withdraw its administration immediately."

* Concurrence with the Security Council's resolution of the same
year which registered identical judgments.

* Official discouragement of American investment in Namibia since
May, 1970, and denial of U.S. protection to those corporations
which invested in· Namibia on the basis of rights they acquired
from the South African Government after its mandate was terminated
in 1966.

* Strong representation by the State Department in behalf of the
victims of barbaric practices such as flogging, and of repressive
measures such as mass arrests of people who participated in peace
ful political gatherings.

* Scholarship help for Namibians to study in Amer~can universities
and travel grants for exchange visitors from Namibia.
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* Support of the U.N. Fund for Namibia in the amount of $50,000 during
1974.

* Public statements of President Ford, Secretary Kissinger, and
Ambassador Scali favoring repeal of the Byrd Amendment and rein
stating sanctions against the importation of Rhodesian chrome.

In spite of these actions, however, we have noted with sorrow that the
illegal racist regime of South Africa in Namibia has become so oppressive in
recent months that over 2,000 Namibians have left their homeland, some out
of fear, some out of despair. It is our judgment that strong affirmative
action by the United States is required if Namibia's freedom is to be assured
peacefully. We have noted that in the debate on the expulsion of South Africa
from the United Nations Organization, previous to U.S.A. participation in the
veto, Mr. Scali spoke eloquently against apartheid and repression. He called
on South Africa to reform and expressed the belief that "the United Nations
must continue its pressure upon South Africa, moving step by step, until right
has triumphed."

We have been disappointed that, in view of this speech and the present
urgency in this continuing crisis, the statement of the United States before
the Fourth Committee of the United Nations Organization on 7 November, 1974,
did not move substantially forward from its previous position. We had hoped
that the veto on expulsion would be accompanied by new and dramatic actions
whicn would support the very ways the United Nations is attempting to put
"pressure upon South Africa." Unless the good words of Mr. Scali are backed
by such action, the states which voted for expulsion will question their
sincerity.

We therefore urge:

* Early positive consideration and a generous funding commitment for
the Namibia Institute which will provide Namibians with education
and training so as to strengthen their efforts to acquire freedom and
will equip them for participation in government and other service on
various levels. We believe that God-given talents should be 4eveloped
to their full potential and invested in service for the common good.

* Concurrence.witll the principles of.the Decree passed on 27 September,
1974 by the U.N. Council for Namibia to protect the natural· wealth
and resources of that country and denial of U.S.A. protection to

·those who violate its provisions. We believe that the people of
Namibia should be the primary beneficiaries of the natural wealth and
resources within their boundaries and, therefore, deserve legal pro
tection by the world community until they achieve independence and
self-rule.

* Early positive consideration for joining the U.N. Council for Namibia
to assist the council in implementing as much of its mandate as is
practical and possible. While recognizing that there may be some
features of the mandate which are unworkable at the present time,
these should not cancel out the potential effectiveness of the council.
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*Strong support for congressional legislation governing American corporations
that operate in Namibia. This legislation should seek to bring about a more
just economic order in Namibia and overcome racial discrimination which af
fects black workers adversely in employment practices, wage scales and work
ing conditions. The people of Namibia receive little benefit from taxes
which must be paid by transnational corporations to South Africa which the
world court has declared to be an illegal occupying power. All forms of
injustice are offensive to Christians, and economic injustice is no exception.
Where American corporations are contributing to the exploitation of fellow
human beings we call for legislation to correct these practices.

We thank you for your consideration.
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