
September 30, 1981

Dear Friends:

NAMIBIA NEWSLEITER

It has been nearly six months since we sent the last Namibia Newsletter. Our
silence does not mean that the situation in Namibia has improved - on the contrary,
for sisters and brothers there, life has become even more unbearable.

Since the South African invasion of Angola in late August, it has been increasingly
difficult to get news of what is happening within Namibia. Reporters were not
allowed into the battle area, so most of our news comes out through church people.
(Incidently, most of the Lutherans are concentrated in Northern Namibia, with
thousands of them in refugee camps in Southern Angola - exactly the area of the
South African attack!)

Because we have so much information to share with you, we have decided to send the
Newsletter in two parts. This first section will deal with the Namibian situation
on a personal level, as it affects our friends in Namibia (Bishop Kleopas Dumeni,
and the Abisai and Selma Shejavali family), and a report on Namibia Fund activities
at Wartburg. Within a few days you will be receiving the second section of the
Newsletter, with an update on the military and pol itical situation, and with
suggestions about what we may do to help.

I. First, some happy news. On f"ebruary 23rd, a baby girl was born to the Sh~javali

family. Selma reports that Namene is beautiful and growing well. We are waiting
for pictures to share with you.

This baby girl may have gotten an early taste of the struggle which is to be her
1ife. Selma wrote that she and the baby were going for meetings in Ovamboland
during the first part of September, which would have put them in the middle of
the battle. She mentioned that four of her sister'schildren had fled across the
border into Angola. "We pray these chi ldren wi 11 be safe. 11 Two weeks later came
the news of the South African attack on these camps!

We have not spoken with the Shejaval is since this latest assault. A friend of
Abisai IS telephoned him last week but the connection was broken off as soon as
Abisai began to describe the war situation in the north. (We have always felt
our telephone conversations were monitered--this was proof of that.) Even before
this latest South African attack, Abisai had written of the deteriorating
situation: liThe situation in the north is worse, very dangerous. When I was
there I could hear guns " s inging" and see bullets flying in the dark night. The
nation is being el iminated!"

In August (again before the big South African attack) Bishop Kleopas Dumeni spoke
to members of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation: liThe war
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in Namibia has kept escalating. Particularly in the northern part we feel the
effects. Reports of violence have become the order of the day. We are kept awake
by the sound of arms and the bursts and explosions of heavy guns as well as the
ceaseless droning of armed vehicles and planes. The all-night curfew has been
extended to the Okavango area, too - covering in that way the whole length and
breadth of ELOC's terrain of ministry. The work of the church is very much
affected. Because roads are being mined we cannot visit our congregations to the
extent we would like to. The war has created new problems, e.g., things are getting
more expensive. Ever increasing 1 iving costs are causing hardships and suffering
to church workers, their salaries being extremely low. To make things even worse,
this year we have had very poor rainfall and the consequent food shortage is one
of the main problems facing the church and the community as a whole. The worst
part of the war is that besides the heavy loss of 1ives, mainly civil ians, there
is destruction of property, food included, at the hand of, mainly, the South
African Defense Force. Quite-a-considerable number of people are being changed
into homeless beggars overnight."

Again - this was the situation before the South African offensive. One cannot
image the extent of the suffering now.

We are eager to talk with our friends in Namibia. If we are successful in getting
a phone call through, we will report that to you.

II. A few words about the activities of the Namibia Fund at Wartburg. First, for some
of you who are new to the mail ing list, I should explain that in the beginning we
certainly did not intend to become "money raisers!"! Our goal was simply to
support the Shejaval i family during their last months at Wartburg. But the interest
and the response was so great that we have been able to continue to help with
projects of their seminary (Paulinum) and their church (Evangelical Lutheran
Ovambokavango Church--ELOC). We have also been sending out a newsletter about the
situation in Namibia, and have been loaning films and posters that tell about it,
so that the people of the ALC can become better informed. Those of us who work
with the Namibia Fund are volunteers, so that all of the money that is received
goes either for educational materials, or postage, or projects of the ELOC.

We have concentrated our efforts in a few areas: a) We1re providing tuition and
housing for the Namibian family that is currently studying at Wartburg. Engelhard
and Christiane !Noabeb and their four children are a real asset to our community.
While Engelhard is working toward his Master's degree, Christiane has been studying
Engl ish and sewing. This fall she has begun a class in weaving and an evening
class on Fundamentals of Lutheranism. Fund expenses in this area have been about
$4200. Special thanks to Drs. Will iam Kuttler and Wayne Moldenhauer who have
provided many hours of dental skill, and to Ms. Betti Cook who has been of
tremendous help to Christiane.

b) We are attempting to add to the I ibrary of Paul inum Seminary. Last year we
spent approximately $1500 for new books. In addition, the Wartburg 1ibrary
donated 200 of its "dupl icates."
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c) We are especially interested in the development of the women's program of
the ELOC. Thanks to the generousity of you people on the mail ing 1ist, we were
able to send $11,000 for the purchase of--a-car to be used by the women's
department. (We received the following message from the Shejavalis: "We are
greatly happy to inform you that the money has arrived safely. We are very, very
thankful to all of you who made this important contribution. The Church Board
of the ELOC greatly thanks these brothers and s-i$ters for having revealed their
love for God's work which is being done by women in the ELOC.)

d) The ELOC has establ ished a fund to support children whose parents have been
arrested or killed by South African Forces. As the violence increases and the
0ppression gets worse, the numbers of these children are growi~g. (~ast year
we contributed $500 to that fund.) -

These then are some of the things that have been done with your money. We ar~

very grateful for your fine support, and hope that together we can continue to
assist our fellow Christians in Namibia.

They are on the front lines in the struggle for freedom and justice. They know
their lives are in danger everyday. (Selma wrote, "S0 many are dying. When will
it be our turn?") Their courage and faith are extraordinary.

Surrounded by death, destruction, and suffering, Bishop Dum~ni rejects bitterness
and hatred. Though he has openly been targeted for assassination, he does not
retreat: liThe Church must be the voice of the voiceless." Nor does he lose
hope: "Christ is the hope of the world. Our 1ives are in his hands."

More 1ater,

~/J.~
Namibian Concerns
Wartburg Seminary
Dubuque, Iowa 52001
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