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ARSON DESTROYS COUNCIL OF
CHURCHES OFFICES IN
NAMIBIA

The main offices of the Council of
Churches in Namibia were destroyed by
fire at 3 AM on January 2nd. Fire and
police officials have reported the blaze
was deliberately started.

Dr. Abisai Shejavali, General Secretary
of the Council, said it was an act of
sabotage. "As it is the task of the
Church of Christ to pray for her enemies,
so we as Christians continue to pray for
those who did this act of arson."

The Council, which represents all major
Protestant and Roman Catholic church
bodies in Namibia, has long been an
active opponent of South Africa's con
tinued occupation of the territory.
Representing nearly 90% of the people
of Namibia, the Council has spoken with
courage and directness against the
brutality of South African oppression
and has been sharply critical of the cur
rent puppet government which has been
installed in Namibia.

The fire severely damaged the reception
area and the offices of development,
finance and formal education. The roof
was destroyed, so it is necessary for
alternative office space to be found.

Shejavali stated: "The Council of
Churches and its staff will continue to
strive for true freedom and indepen
dence for Namibia, and will not be dis
couraged by this wanton deed. This act
will not stop us from offering our best
services to our church and nation. We
will continue with our work as we have
done in the past, with more trust in the
God of the oppressed."

Photo courtesy of Namibia Communications Centre
London, U.K.



NATIONAL NAMIBIA CONCERNS TO
PARTICIPATE IN THE "CALL TO
CONSCIENCE"

Believing that the intensification of violence in southern
Africa has reached crisis proportions, leaders of many of the
national anti-apartheid organizations are working to form
ulate a coordinated plan of action.

Meeting at the invitation of the American Friends Service
Committee in Philadelphia, representatives of nearly a
dozen groups came together last October to begin work.
The goal is to build a network of people of conscience who
(in response to a specified emergency situation) will
challenge, through non-violent direct action and acts of civil
disobedience, the economic and political support being
given to apartheid forces in South Africa and Namibia.

Details of this "CALL TO CONSCIENCE" campaign are
still being developed. The preliminary statement of purpose
declares: Weare called to action to demonstrate our
solidarity with the people of southern Africa, and are
committed to:

* the abolition of apartheid
* the independence of Namibia
* the full empowerment of Blacks in South Africa,

beginning with one person, one vote in a unitary state
* the immediate imposition of comprehensive sanctions
* the implementation of total divestment/disinvestment
* prohibition of all U.S. collaboration with apartheid
* non-interference and non-intervention in the frontline

states

Dear Friends,

Once again we have walked through the seasons of
Advent and Christmas. Week after week the Old Testa
ment lesson sounded the theme of deliverance-God's
people will be rescued. Sunday after Sunday, in churches
here, and in Namibia, worshippers were reminded of
God's promises to deliver them from oppression.

The words of Isaiah 9 seem to speak directly to our
Namibian friends: the yoke that burdened them, and the
rod that beat their shoulders has been broken. The
oppressor has been defeated ...

But when will they experience this deliverance? When
will their burden be lifted? "The time is coming", they
are reminded in Jeremiah 33, "when the Lord will fulfill
his promise. He shall execute justice and righteousness
in the land." But when?

We are told that the level of violence in northern Namibia
has reached unprecedented levels, that chaos and confusion
and terror are the order of the day, and curfew and bomb
ings and fear are companions in the night.

When will deliverance come?

The church is increasingly harassed. The Council of
Churches office is destroyed, our Lutheran highschool
attacked. Peaceful gatherings broken up with teargas
and dogs.

When will deliverance come?

In the U.S., attention to the plight of the Namibian
people seems to diminish, as if it had been a fad which is
now over. Not a word appeared in our press about the
latest attacks on the church in Namibia.

The situation seems darker than ever. Hope seems to
grow dim.

We will:
* pledge support for justice in southern Africa
* become dependable participants in the "Call to

Conscience" Emergency Response Network
* lodge protest with public officials, through the use of

letters, telephone calls and personal lobbying to
support freedom, justice and Black self-determination

* use non-violent, direct action to challenge U.S.
support of the minority government in South Africa.

Watch for more information through regional anti-apartheid
groups or in future NNC mailings.

"Since the inauguration of the new government in
Namibia, nothing whatsoever has changed for the bet
ter. Rather, suffering, detentions, brutal torture, and
the wanton violation ofbasic human rights are still the
order of the day. "

Bishop Kleopas Dumeni
August, 1985

But now we come to Epiphany-the season of light-and
a whole new set of promises! We read the unqualified
statement of John 1:5. "There is a Light which shines in
the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it."

Never mind the unnatural quiet of a dusk to dawn
curfew. Or the agony of separations, detentions, and
disappearances. Or the loneliness of feeling that your
plight has been forgotten.

The statement is clear: darkness has not overcome the
Light. It is to this hope that our Namibian friends are
clinging. They listen to Isaiah 42:4, "God will not fail or
be discouraged until he has established justice in the
earth." Here is hope. Here is strength to continue the
struggle.

Those of us who watch this drama from a distance need
also to be reminded of those promises. As the situation in
southern Africa drags on, becoming more violent and
more chaotic, our job of interpreting events there
becomes more difficult. We are tempted to grow weary,
to be confused by the complexities of the situation, to be
discouraged at the lack of progress, to be dismayed at the
seemingly senseless participation of our country in pro
longing the suffering.

This weariness is a luxury we cannot afford. We press on
because of our friends there, because we are called to
fight injustice, and ultimately, we struggle on because of
the promise: the Light shines, the darkness cannot, finally,
overcome the Light.



Participants gained information and considered strategies
for action.

Conference organizer, Barbara
Fullerton kept the plenary
sessions moving.

Attorney Deborah Archie led a
workshop on community organization.

Rehabeam Auala spoke about
church life in Namibia.

Under the direction of NNC Board member, Barbara
Fullerton, a South African Conference was held in Columbus,
Ohio, on October 25, 26, 1985. In spite of massive publicity
efforts, attendance was disappointing. But the 75 people
who attended have responded well in terms of follow-up
activity. Several participants made reports to their home
congregations, students at Capital, Wittenburg, and Miami
University planned special events on their campuses, a city
wide focus on southern Africa at New Year's Eve prayer
vigils was organized by resource person Deborah Archie.
New contacts were made, new friendships begun, and the
struggle against apartheid took on a personal dimension for
many.

Photos by John Cawkins.

Ralston Deffenbaugh, Lutheran World Ministries,
discussed the legal aspects of apartheid and the
advocacy role played by international church bodies.



THE HARARE DECLARATION

"We the leaders of churches from Western Europe, North
America, Australia, South Africa and other parts of Africa,
and leaders of the World Church Unions met here in
Harare, Zimbabwe, from the 4th to the 6th of December,
1985 at the invitation of the World Council of Churches.

We affirm that the moment of truth (Kairos) is now, both for
South Africa and the world community. We have come
together to seek God's guidance at this time of profound
crisis in South Africa, and have committed ourselves to a
continuing theological reflection on the Will of God for the
church.

We have heard the cries of anguish of the people of South
Africa trapped in the oppressive structures of apartheid. In
this moment, pregnant with possibility, we agree that the
apartheid structure is against God's Will, and that the
government has no credibility.

We call for the lifting of the State of Emergency, the
unbanning of all banned movements, the returning of exiles
and the transferring of power to the majority of the people,
based on universal sufferage.

We understand and fully support those in South Africa who
are calling for the resignation of the government. We regard
this as the most appropriate and least costly process of
change, as we await a new democratic representative
government in South Africa.

As we await for this process to occur:

1. We call on the churches inside and outside South Africa
to continue praying for the people of South Africa and to
observe July 16 - the 10th anniversary of Soweto - as a
World Day of Prayer to end unjust rule in South Africa.

2. We call on the international community to prevent the
extension, rolling over, or renewal of bank loans to the
South African government, banks, corporations and para
state institutions.

3. We call on the churches inside and outside South Africa
to support South African movements working for the libera
tion of their country.

4. We call on the international community to apply
immediate and comprehensive sanctions on South Africa.

5. We welcome and support recent developments within
the trade union movement for a united front against
apartheid.

6. We demand the immediate implementation of the United
Nations resolution 435 on Namibia.

We gathered here commit ourselves to the implementation
of the Harare Declaration as a matter of urgency. We are
sure that the liberation of South Africa will be liberation for
all the people in the country, black and white.

Harare, December 6, 1985

Then follows an explanation given behind closed doors of
point four about sanctions, which was given to the con
ference in private. It was fully accepted as part of the
official conference documents.

Explanatory statement of No.4 of Declaration:

Call for immediate and comprehensive sanctions which in
clude economic, political, cultural and diplomatic sanctions.

Minimum requirements for such action:

• A mandatory embargo of imports and exports of arms
and para-military technology to and from South Africa.

• Ban of exports of equipment to South African Defence
Force and SA Police.

• Promote disinvestment action to end all investment in
South Africa.

• No new loans at all, no renewal or rolling over of existing
loans to banks, state and para-statal institutions and to com
panies investing in South Africa.

• A ban on imports of South African goods, particularly
South African products and the support of consumer
boycotts by individual groups and companies.

• Prohibit importations of South African Gold Products,
ego Kruger Rands.

• Carefully targeted and limited bans on SA Transport
Services, for example, SAA and tele-communications net-
works as a political protest. .

• Mandatory embargoes on the export of oil to South
Africa and a ban on licensing technology for oil from coal
technology.

• Withhold energy requirements by South Africa and pro
hibit collaboration in the nuclear sector.

• Cancel cultural and scientific agreements that accom
modate the apartheid system.

• Prohibit all forms of military cooperation with South
Africa and recall all military representatives from South
Africa.

• Draw up a list of all these governments and churches that
do not subscribe to these minimum demands.

Pictured above are NNC's New York Summer
Interns for 1985. Andy Johnson, left, worked with
the International League for Human Rights, while
his wife, Kathy Gerking, assisted Rolie Deffenbaugh
in the Office on World Community of Lutheran
World Ministries.



HARARE DECLARATION: A FOLLOW-UP TO
THE KAIROS DOCUMENT

We have printed the Harare Declaration from December 6,
1985, because we believe that it is the most important inter
national statement which has emerged from the last year of
bloodshed and crisis in South Africa and Namibia.

Because the bloodshed, suffering, and courageous witness
of the Namibian people does not find its way into the world
press as readily as does the struggle of the South Africans,
we find it particularly gratifying that the Harare Declaration
makes the emphatic point of demanding the immediate
implementation of United Nations Resolution 435 on
Namibia.

It is important to understand the background and to
respond clearly to the impact of the Harare Declaration. In
September, 1985, a group of South African Christians
issued the so-called "Kairos Document", a theological com
ment on the political crisis in South Africa. The title of the
document is "Challenge to the Church". In simple, but com
pelling language it calls for all Christians to recognize this
as the moment of truth in South Africa. The Kairos Docu
ment contains a devastating critique of what it calls "state
theology"-the theology of the South African state (and un
fortunately of other states and churches), which has as its
center a misreading of Romans 13:1-7. Clearly the state
theology makes a god of the state and substitutes a super
ficial and self-serving anti-communism for what should be a
commitment to justice and mercy.

The Kairos Document is no less devastating in its critique of
what it calls "church theology" ---"':a theology which will
speak piously and even biblically about reconciliation,
justice and non-violence, but will leave unchallenged the
structures of power which ensure second-class citizenship
for some, injustice for the poor and disenfranchised, and
police violence an.d torture for those who dare to assert their
civil rights.

The final section of the Kairos Document is entitled "To a
Prophetic Theology." It calls for clear and crisp social
analysis; it digs into the Bible truth that God opposes op
pression and stands with the poor; and it takes a new look at
how tyranny is treated in the Christian Biblical tradition.
(When we look at South Africa, we look at tyranny.) This
third type of theology, "Prophetic Theology", always
challenges God's people to action, to participating in the
struggle, to civil disobedience, and to sacrifice.

The Harare Declaration indicates that church leaders of
the world have listened to the South African Christians who
issued the Kairos Document. Now the question becomes
what we in the United States will do to implement the call of
the Harare Declaration.

Bishop David W. Preus of the American Lutheran Church
was present at the Harare consultation. We hope to have a
report from him on ALC action in response to the Harare
Declaration for the next issue of the Namibia Newsletter.
We're pleased that the American Lutheran Church was a
leader in voting for divestment. We continue to be disap
pointed that that divestment has not been completed. We
agree with Gail Hovey of Christianity and Crisis that calling
for sanctions is no substitute for completing divestment. In
response to the Harare Declaration we are to work for
greater focus and power in the sanctions and divestment
movement in the United States.

- Peter Kjeseth

"If anything, more than at any other time in the
history of our struggle, I feel the pulse of freedom. I
feel the hope of the nation. We have never been as near
to freedom as we are now today. "

Winnie Mandela
December, 1985

John and Beth Cawkins (also pictured to the left) helped Bill Johnston (above) of Episcopal
Churchpeople for a Free South Africa, set up his new computer and catch up on thirty years of filing.



.-

Three thatched roof houses surrounded by a wooden fence formed the "Bishop Dumeni
Compound" at the American Lutheran Church Youth Gathering in Denver, August 7-9,
1985. The authentic looking roofs, made from Colorado straw, were thatched by Carol
Lutter, Dan Heath, Elizabeth Liggett and others under the watchful eye of Namibian,
Julius Mtuleni.

NATIONAL NAMIBIA CONCERNS AT THE ALC YOUTH GATHERING

Bisey Urirab, a student at Martin Luther Highschool in
Namibia was part of an international delegation to the
Gathering. Here Bisey explains the situation in his
homeland to a Gathering participant.

Photos by John Beck.

When the Gathering was over, some
resource people came together to say
goodbye to Pastor Phaswana.
Clockwise from upper left: Carol
Lutter, Phaswana, Ndamono David,
Solveig Kjeseth, Moe Wick, and Toivo
Isai.



A main speaker at the Youth
Gathering, Pastor Ndanganeni
Phaswana from South Africa was
invited by Pastor Luther Johnson
to preach at Our Savior's Lutheran
Church in Denver.

Young people had a chance to send
their own communication messages
about Namibia to President Reagan
via a giant size letter. Typical
messages were: "If our country really
believes in freedom, we would help
the Namibians become free." And
"People, not money, should be our
priority." And "A world power like
us could force South Africa to let
Namibia go free. Please act now so
the suffering will stop."

t

T-shirts, "Free Namibia" buttons, bumper
stickers and printed materials were
distributed by volunteers from Zion
Lutheran, Atalissa, Iowa.

Bishop David W. Preus stopped at the Dumeni Compound to
greet Ndamono David, a Namibian student who has just
completed her BA at Luther College.



Representative _
House of

Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

ACTION ALERT

Since the 1985 repeal of the Clark Amendment,
which had prohibited U.S. aid to the rebels fighting
in Angola, the administration and conservatives in
Congress have been working hard to provide aid to
UNITA, a South African backed force which is
seeking to overthrow the Angolan government.
Several bills have been introduced to provide
"humanitarian" or military assistance to this group.
The effort is on two levels. First, there are a
number of bills before the Congress which would
authorize aid-military and "humanitarian"-for
UNITA or would impose sanctions on the govern
ment of Angola. The bills, which must be opposed,
are HR 3475 ($27 million in humanitarian aid), HR
3598 (impose economic sanctions on Angola), HR
3609 (provide $27 million in military aid to
UNITA), HR 3725 (provide $47 million in
"humanitarian" and military aid), House Resolu
tion 284 (to support UNITA), Senate Resolution
280 (to aid UNITA), S2021 (companion to HR
3475), and S2049 (introduced by Sen. Proxmire, to
prohibit export, import loans to Angola).

Beneath this congressional activity lies the covert
program-which does not have to be approved by
our representatives, which will not be under the
scrutiny of the American people. On February 18,
1986, Asst. Secretary of State, Chester Crocker,
admitted that the process of delivering covert aid has
already begun-in spite of analyses by his own State
Department and by the CIA that UNITA has no
chance of defeating the Angolan government and little
chance of forcing it into a coalition situation.

CONTACT your legislators, asking them to oppose
any form of aid to UNITA, whether it is military or
non-military, covert or authorized. Aid to UNITA is
aid to South Africa. Aid to UNITA allies us with a
person (Savimbi) and a movement that is despised
by most southern Africans. Aid to UNITA is
madness at a time when we are making deep cuts in
domestic programs. Aid to UNITA means a further
delay for Namibian independence.

Telephone:
Congressional Switchboard 202/224-3121

Address:
Senator _
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

CALL administration officials
White House Public Opinion # 202/456-7639
State Department: 202/647-2530 (Crocker's office)

HELP SPONSOR A NAMIBIA STUDENT

After traveling to Namibia last year, I was convinced
that one concrete way we can help is to offer educa
tional opportunities for those who have graduated
from high school. Many Namibians requested our
help for education and training their young people
so that when independence is secure, these people
will be able to help lead their nation.

One of the priorities of National Namibia Concerns
set at our first board meeting was providing educa
tional opportunities for Namibians. As a board
member, I have taken on the challenge of fund rais
ing for this cause. It is my hope and dream to bring
a Namibian to this country to study. The particular
student and study program will be determined by
the Council of Churches of Namibia.

At this time I have collected over $2,500 dollars.
Much more will be needed to make this dream
become a reality. If you can help, please make your
contributions payable to National Namibia Concerns
and designate this gift for the Namibia Student
Fund. All help will be greatly appreciated.

Rev. Richard Mark
Board Member

CHURCHES OPPOSE AID TO UNITA

The Office for Governmental Affairs of the Lutheran Council
in the USA has distributed a statement regarding proposed
aid to UNITA forces in Angola. The statement says, in part:

The United States government is currently considering a
variety of proposals to provide assistance in some form to
the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola,
known as UNITA. We believe. that such assistance, either
"humanitarian" or military, covert or overt, can in no way
serve the interests of the people of Angola, Namibia, South
Africa or Mozambique, nor can it serve U.S. interests.

- The assistance will further polarize and brutalize the civil
war in Angola -

- The assistance will ally the United States with South
Africa, which is the primary supplier of arms and support
to the UNITA forces -

- The assistance will identify the U.S. with the continuing
South African occupation of Namibia -

- The assistance will ally the U.S. V4.ith an allegedly "pro
western" military group with a long history of serious
human rights violations.

On behalf of the Lutheran Church in American,
The American Lutheran Church and the Associa
tion of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, we call on
our government to immediately reject any re
quests for U.S. assistance to UNITA.



What's Happening...

Congratulations to Usko Shivute on the completion of his
Master's Degree in African History from the University of
Minnesota! Usko and Frieda Shivute spent nearly five years
in this country, studying first at Luther College in Decorah,
Iowa. Frieda received a BS degree in Nursing from Luther,
while Usko finished a BA in history and English.

On January 24th, the Shiyute family, including 8 year old
Tala and 6 year old Tega, returned home to Namibia. Many
of you who have come to know the Shivutes through their
participation in Namibia Concerns conferences and in
speaking engagements at churches throughout the
midwest, know first-hand the gentle goodness and quiet
courage of this couple. We'll miss. their wisdom, their
leadership and their sense of commitment.

Just before leaving for home, Usko wrote: "Our decision to
go home is sudden to many people, but not to us. We think it is a
considered one. We feel it is the best decision we could make.
We know that the situation at home is not safe, neither is it con
ducive for using what we gained here in this country in our
education. However, there seems to be a kind of special
magnetic attraction, which invitingly calls us to go for service
among our own people. We are asking you to keep track of the
situation as you have been doing for years. If something hap
pens to either one of us, imprisonment, disappearance or
whatever, your voice will add to protest against the oppression
and is highly appreciated. "

It is with a mixture of sadness, and anxiety, and rejoicing
that we say farewell to the Shivute family. Our prayers go
with them as they enter again a situation of danger and
uncertainty. Please write to them in care of:

Council of Churches
P.O. Box 41
Windhoek 9000
Namibia/Southwest Africa

"When you have seen what we have seen, when you
live through what we are living through, there comes a
time when you no longer consider whether it is "safe"
to make a statement. There are certain words which
must be said, certain actions which must be taken, if
we are to be even a little bit faithful to the Gospel of
Christ. "

Rev. Allan Boesak
July, 1985

A happy crowd gathered at Bethany Lutheran
Church in Minneapolis last summer for the wed
ding of Gabriel Uahengo and Frederika (Babsy)
Kapia. Frederika, who arrived from Namibia less
than a week before the wedding, is studying
English at the University of Minnesota and plans
to do her degree in biology. Gabriel, a member of
the Board of Directors for National Namibia Con
cerns, is a student in pharmacy at the same
university. From left to right: Frieda Shivute,
Usko Shivute, Gabriel and Frederika Uahengo. In
front: Tala and Tega Shivute.

For several years a Southern Africa Awareness group has
been active on the campus of St. Olaf College, Northfield,
Minnesota. Through films, debates, discussions, and door
to door canvassing, the issues of apartheid, Namibia, and
divestment have been raised.

On October 11th 1985, these activities culminated in a rally
attended by 350 students, faculty and administrators.
Campus Pastor, Bruce Benson, read a letter from Pastor N.
Phaswana, who in 1984 and '85 served as a missionary at St.
Olaf from the Lutheran Church in South Africa. He wrote:
In this country "freedom of movement and speech is foreign.
Can you imagine the pain I suffer daily after spending a year
in a free society?" Faculty and students spoke about the
injustices of apartheid, and called for divestment for moral
reasons.

Singing: "Weare gentle, angry people, and we're singing,
singing for their lives," the group marched to the lawn out
side the administration center. There, as Pastor Benson
read the name and the circumstances of the person's death,
students pounded 29 crosses into the lawn, commemorating
the deaths of 29 South African sisters and brothers.

President Mel George, who was a participant in the
demonstration, and read an official statement opposing
apartheid, has since announced that St. Olaf no longer holds
stock in any company doing business in South Africa.

More What's Happening Next Page ...



GREETINGS FROM NAMIBIA CONCERNS AT
WARTBURG SEMINARY!

An enthusiastic group met during the lunch hour on
Tuesdays during the Fall Term to extend the work of
National Namibia Concerns at Wartburg. The year began
with an open "get-together" on September 14th. About 35
people viewed the film, "Cry for Freedom", heard a short
background history of Namibia and South Africa from
Pastor Donald Flatt, and listened as Pastors Julius Mtuleni
and Jonathan Hevita told of the situation in Namibia today.
Good discussions and many questions helped to stir the
interest of all, especially those who were unfamiliar with
Namibia.

Pastor Hevita set the theme for the Namibia Concerns
group for the month of October. He said, "The people in the
churches of Namibia need to know that they are not forgot
ten and that somebody cares what is happening to them."
Our goal became the sending of letters to churches in
Namibia to let them know that we keep them in our prayers.
Letter-writing tables were set up in the refectory, and on
Reformation day more than seventy letters were blessed in
chapel and sent on their way.

Our noon discussions covered a variety of topics: the
church's statement on apartheid; divestment and the in
volvement of U.S. corporations in South Africa and
Namibia; how to write and where to send letters concerning
U.S. policy on Southern Africa. One noon was devoted to
writing letters to members of the House of Representatives
objecting to proposed aid for UNITA. In November, an
open forum with Rev. Flatt lecturing on "Namibia: The
Crime of Continuing Colonialism" drew a good-sized group,
both from the seminary and the community.

Several people in the Namibia Concerns group did speaking
engagements, and Ju1ius and Jonathan visited many churches.
We look forward to new activities in the Spring Term, and
we keep encouraging the writing of letters to the
Administration, to Congress, to Winnie Mandela and other
individuals. We want our friends to know that they have not
been forgotten!

Ilah WeibIen

~~

Members of the Lutheran Peace Fellowship presented
a special Reformation day statement at the South
African Consulate in Seattle on October 27, 1985. In
part, they said, "Declaring our frustration that the
freedom promised to the Namibians has been denied,
and recognizing that the policies and financial
interests of our nation have served to strengthen
apartheid, we gather to make visable our connected
ness with the suffering peoples of southern Africa.

WHAT'S

Pastors Susan and Red Burchfield have been active in the
work of Namibia Concerns since the beginning of our
organization. For ten years Susan and I:

• studied and prayed about Namibia;
• planned conferences and filing systems;
• wrote handouts and planned strategies;
• learned about computers and UPS schedules;
• wrote political letters and thank you notes;
• designed letterhead and set up displays;
• showed movies and led discussions;
• worked late with coffee, celebrated with wine;
• experienced triumphs and disasters;

and most important-worked with and laughed with
and loved a host of marvelous Namibian people with
whom we are honored to be associated.

Now the commitment of the Burchfield's to the Gospel of
their Lord and to the people of southern Africa has taken
them in a new direction. On January first, Red and Susan,
Erin and Megan left for South Africa. The following is part
of their farewell letter:

"On December 28, Susan will be ordained and our family
commissioned as missionaries. Our call is for a 5 year term
as clergy couple sharing a joint call to do ministry with the
indigenous Lutheran church in a resettlement area called
Atlantis. Located 25 miles north of Cape Town, Atlantis is a
large city itself where mixed race people (so-called
"coloreds") have been resettled in order to make room for
more white neighborhoods in Cape Town. The shape of our
ministry will begin to emerge as we learn Afrikaans and the
situation, need and hopes from the church there and from
the people of Atlantis. We look forward to learning about
faithful living from those who hope and trust midst daily
oppression and threat to their lives. We take with us your
love and support that continues to grace and shape us. For
all of this we are deeply grateful."

Please write to the Burchfields at:
4 Gambol Mews
Rosmead Avenue
Claremont, Cape Town 7700
Republic of South Africa



HAPPENING • • •
''I'm writing to you because of what's happening in Namibia
... I think it's horrible and it should stop . .. You have a lot of
courage to wake up each morning and go through it again and
again. "

"I hope Namibia will be free soon. I pray every day for you and
your people. "

"I hope you know that I care. "

These and other expressions of love were sent last year to
the young people of Namibia by a confirmation class at Our
Savior's Lutheran Church in La Crosse, Wisconsin, at the
end of their six-week elective study on Namibia.

Pat Gardner developed and taught the course, which began
with the viewing of "Free Namibia". Lectures, discussions
and learning activities covered the homelands policy, con
tract labor system, apartheid policies, and the Lutheran
churches in Namibia. Highlight of the study was a presenta-

tion by Rev. Julius Mtuleni, a Namibian pastor currently
doing graduate studies at Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque,
Iowa. Rev. Mtuleni explained traditional social patterns,
current tensions, and the vitality of the church.

Students were challenged to rethink their attitudes about
freedom in our own country and treatment of those who
differ from us. Their response in the final session was an
outpouring of candid, caring letters to Rev. Mtuleni and the
young people of Namibia.

During her recent trip to Wisconsin, Selma Shejavali said:
"Teach your children about us. Tell them the story of
Namibia. Then our children and yours will grow up
understanding each other. This is the hope of the future."

At Our Savior's in La Crosse, this process has begun.

- Pat Gardner

The Rebekah Circle of St. Paul American Lutheran Church in Herington, Kansas, pooled its resources
during the past 18 months and collected 535 books to be sent to a school operated by the Rev. Hendrick
Witbooi in Namibia. The 1080 pounds of books included science, health and English texts. The 23 bags
cost $594 to send. Working on the project were, from left: Donna Ewing, Emma Danitschek, Mary
Rohloff, Ester Kohlieber, Leila Mae Schrader, Evelyn Herpich, Renata Johnson, Verna Warneke,
Cheryl Utech and Ethel Schimming. Absent when the photo was taken were Virginia Lampe and Lila Siek.



BISHOP SUSPECTS SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES
OF SCHOOL FIRE BOMB

Bishop Kleopas Dumeni of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Namibia (ELOC) has said he suspects that
members of the South African Defence Forces were respon
sible for a bomb blast at Oshigambo Lutheran High School
in northern Namibia on the night of Saturday, January 18th.

None of the 213 pupils, 10 teachers or other staff was hurt
in the explosion but extensive damage was caused to the
school's generating system. In a detailed statement to the
police, Bishop Dumeni said he "totally rejected" a press
statement made by the South West Africa Territorial Force
that "SWAPO terrorists" had carried out the sabotage
attack. Instead he stated, "I suspect members of the South
African Defence Force at the Oshigambo army base to be
responsible for this bomb explosion at the school."

The explosion happened at 10:15 p.m. in the engine room
housing the school's generators. The engineer, who was
responsible for operating the generators, was suspicious
when he saw two unidentified people in the vicinity of the
engine room soon after 10:00 p.m. As the two ran away, the
engineer went to turn off the generators for the night but
was stopped by a loud blast as he approached the engine
room. The resulting fire was soon out of control; the loss is
estimated to be about R25,000 - R30,000.

- Namibia Communications Centre

NAMIBIA CONCERNS NETWORK BACK IN
OPERATION AFTER THEFT OF MAILING LIST

The letter began: "I vote for keeping on. Enclosed is my
check . .. " Weare all grateful for similar responses from
hundreds of you following the theft of our mailing list and
computer. Many of your letters expressed anger; all
reflected a determination that the work be continued in
spite of this attempt to silence us. We were touched and
gratified to see that our Namibia Concerns network is
strong and loyal. Your support and encouragement continue
to be a real moral boost as we "keep on keeping on" with
our efforts.

We have been frustrated at how long it has taken to rebuild
the list and resume network contact. Barbara Danforth has
worked long hours patching together earlier lists, making
corrections and additions.

We need your help. Please send us names of people who
might have gotten lost in this process. Also, please send
corrections of your name or address. This is a people
network-it is important to us that we have your name
right!

National Namibia Concerns

860 Emerson

Denver, CO 80218

. Address Correction Requested

D Please include me on the mailing list for the
"Namibia Newsletter."

D Please send an introductory packet on the situation in Namibia.

D Please send details on film and other resource availablity.

Denomination

Name

Address

City State Zip _



News Bulletin. • •

Red and Susan Burchfield were among 56 people arrested
by South African police in an incident at the Cape Town air
port on March 7th. The detainees included many teenagers
and several ordained pastors.

The unexpected attack by the police came in the airport
lobby where the group had gathered to say farewell to a
German Lutheran pastor who was being forced to leave
South Africa. "We had simply come to say goodbye," said
Red, "when suddenly the police, dressed in camouflage
uniforms came through the door. With no provocation, with
no request for dispersal, using excessive force, they stormed
in. They began to pull out children who were singing-just
dragging them out. I saw police batons in the air. They were
twisting children's arms behind their backs."

Susan said, "In no way was this a planned protest or
demonstration. We wouldn't have brought our children if
we had had any idea there would be confrontation." She
told how people clung to Red as the police tried to drag
them off. When Susie asked why the people were being
arrested, the police turned on them. They were forced into a
baggage area, and later taken to police vans. The treatment
was rough. Susan said, "We were jerked around, even
when we tried to walk cooperatively. Anyone who resisted
was beaten. We were literally thrown into the trucks."

The Burchfields were held for six hours. They appeared in
court on March 10th and, along with about 30 others, have
been ordered to stand trial on April 22nd on charges of
"committing a nuisance or disorderly or indecent act."

For Susan and Red, this unexpected turn of events is a major
disappointment. They are just beginning their ministry in
Cape Town, and had no intention of jeopardizing this in any
way. Susie said, "We have already met so many beautiful,
courageous people. Red preached his first sermon yesterday
and was able to relate the Gospel to the situation here. The
people responded with open hearts. The fact that we have
been unjustly arrested has helped to make us one with
them. We want to be able to remain here, in ministry
together with these people."

What can we do???

PRAY for the Burchfields, that they will be allowed to
continue to serve in South Africa. Pray also for the people of
southern Africa, who experience everyday the injustice and
the brutality of which Red and Susie have now had a glimpse.

CONTACT your Senators and Representatives. The
reaction of our state department to this incident is one more
reason for us to press our government to distance itself
from South Africa. Our policies must be changed if we are
to stand with our sisters and brothers in South Africa and
Namibia. We must press for the end of South African occu
pation of Namibia; we should ask for comprehensive sanc
tions against South Africa. We must oppose any further aid
to UNITA.

The South African churches have declared this to be a
"Kairos" moment, a moment of "truth" when change must
occur if we are to avoid total catastrophe. Weare called to
action. If you need help or suggestions, please contact us.

National Namibia Concerns
860 Emerson
Denver, CO 80218
(303) 830-2774

832-3229

u.s. State Department:
Response or Cover-up?

The reaction of the U.S. State Department to the Burchfield
arrest is cause for concern. Today, March 11, is the fifth
day that State has refused to give information about the
incident, claiming that the Burchfields do not want news
released. In the words of several state department
spokespeople, "The individuals involved have directed us
not to release information-they don't want a big deal made
of this." This is untrue. Since the day after their arrest,
the Burchfields have tried to change that message from the
State department. They do not seek personal publicity, they
do not want to risk being expelled, but, in agreement with
their colleagues and parishioners, they do not want the
incident suppressed. "We want people at home to know
what is happening."

The "official" State Department briefing paper, dated
March 10, is inaccurate, both in terms of the charges (They
are not charged with riotous behavior and obstructing
access to the airport), and the number of people involved,
and the fact that the Burchfields were not "demonstrating"
at the airport. When the U.S. Embassy official was asked
where he got the information for this "official press brief
ing," he admitted that this was what the South African
police had told him.!? News media and individuals (including
the staffs of Senators) who contact the State Department
are told that there is to be no publicity on the case and given
the impression that the behavior of the Burchfields
precipitated their arrest.

One has to ask whether this is not one more instance of our
country "covering up" for our friends in the South African
government. If two U.S. citizens had been roughed up,
arrested, and ordered to stand trial in another country,
there would have been instant publicity and protest. Why is
it so difficult to get information about an unprovoked attack
on U.S. citizens when it occurs in South Africa?

One good thing . .
The response of our network has been
amazing.

Calls on behalf of the Burchfields have numbered certainly
more than a thousand in the past five days. Red and Susie
are touched, gratified, thankful for your concern and action.
We will try to keep you informed. Meanwhile the Burchfields
have a new address: 5 Arundel Road, Rondebosch 7700,
Republic of South Africa. I'm sure they'd like to hear from
you.
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