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October 15, 1985 

Dear NNC Board Members, 

Enclosed is a letter which will be sent to our mailing list, 

hopefully within the next week. For too many of you, it will 

be your first news of the loss of our computer. 

The schedule this fall has been unbelievable, with a good bit of 
traveling and speaking. We have also found ourselves inundated 
with requests for information, films, program advice, etc. 
It seems like every campus in the country did something for 
national anti-apartheid week. That is a fine development, but 
we have tended to respond to emergency requests and have neglected 
our regular communication with our network. We intend to do 
monthly mailings to the Board and the Nuts Network, beginning now. 

A few highlights: 

I . In July I attended the LCA Global Mission Event in Roanoke, 
Virginia. It was a significant time because it was a chance to make 
some good contacts in LCA and along the Eastern coast where the 
network has been very thin. Most important for me was the chance to 
hear Allan Boesak---one evening with him is inspiration enough to 
keep us going for years. 

I I . Also in July, we were invited to participate in a LWM 
conference on Southern Africa advocacy. Each person was asked to 
submit a report about what they were doing, what effects we had 
seen, and what resources (time and money) we were expending. · 
Enclosed is my report. As I explained while presenting it, we are 
unable to give a complete accounting of our network--people are 
doing their own things in their own areas---which is, of course, the 
strength of a grass roots movement. 
One fact that was clear from this meeting was that the NNC network 
accounted for a very high percentage of the work that was being 
done. Ruth Jorenby, Barb Fullerton and Laurie Schmidt were the 
other members of our network who were there. 

uta set at liberty those who are oppressed . ... , 
Luke 4:18 
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It was good to meet others working in southern Africa advocacy, although we 
failed to come out of the meeting with any clear direction of plan for co-ordinating 
our activities. 

I I I . Jubie Whitford and Barb Fullerton did an effective workshop at the LCA 
Youth Event in July. They could have sold a lot more T shirts if we had had them. 

Red and Susie Burchfield planned and coordinated the "Bishop Dumeni Compound" at 
the ALC Youth Gathering in August. Easily identifiable authentic thatched roof 
huts marked our territory, and several Namibians did a very effective job of telling 
their stories to hundreds of young people. More about that in the Newsletter. 

IV. On September 5th I received a phone call from the U.N. Council for 
Namibia. They were concerned that I had not confirmed that I would be presenting 
the work of NNC at the conference that was to begin the next Wednesday!?! For 
some reason we had never received the telegram or the letter with the invitation. 
They assured me that "since time was so short you do not need to get your manuscript 
here for translation ... you can just speak from notes." Great! 

The time in N.Y. was valuable, for the most part, because of the contacts with 
activist groups from around the world. The conference itself moved slowly, with a lot 
of rhetorical presentations from government officials and parliamentarians. Hours 
of this. I've discovered the secret of why debates go so long at the U.N.---
somehow you feel that if what you have said gets translated into six languages, it 
must have been significant. Meaningless drivel translates into an "address". 

My report on NNC was well received. The member of the Council for Namibia that was 
chairing that session spoke of the tremendous amount of work being done by our 
network. I also distributed a hastily typed report, and gave away bumper stickers, 
pins and T shirts. And spent time with Betsy Landis and Bill Johnson. 

One of the most significant contacts was with Horst Kleinschmidt, head of Intl. 
Defence and Aid in London. He is a descendent of the first German missionary in 
Namibia, grew up in S.Africa, worked with Beyers Naude and the Christian Institute. 
When Naude and the Istitute were banned, Horst was imprisoned. He now lives in 
exile in London. His knowledge of the southern Africa situation is just amazing. 

We talked about him doing a "tour" of the NNC network next spring. I know all of 
us would learn a lot, and just plain enjoy getting to know him. He would do it as 
cheaply as possible, staying in homes rather than hotels. We would be responsible 
for travel and expenses. (He and Bishop Trevor Huddleston have recently done a 
European tour. We would be getting someone who is absolutely top of the line.) 
****Let me know what you thik and how you could use him in your area!**** 

V • Bad news: I learned in N.Y. that the standing committee for LWM (which had 
given us a $10,000 grant last year) would not be responding to our budget needs 
for this next year. "They don't want to show favoritism to one group over others 
doing Namibia advocacy." I feel strongly that that is not a valid reason and want 
to write to LWM to ask that they reconsider. Since $10,000 is a major part of our 
administrative budget, this decision is a real blow. We will have to continue to look 
for alternative funding. 

VI . Good n.t=-w-:s : The Program to Combat Racism of the WCC· has just 
notified us of a $2500 grant. 
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VI I I . Back to the computer: We are hopeful that insurance will cover 
most of the cost of replacing the hardware. It will not cover the software, 
nor the cost of hiring help to re-type all 7000 entries. (One thing that I learned 
in N.Y. was that our mailing list is about the largest on Namibia in the world.) 
Nor will insurance cover the cost of trying to increase the security in the office. 
We need to get window bars, new locks and some sort of alarm system. 

After a meeting of the local steering committee, we decided to buy an Erickson 
computer, MS DOS, IBM compatible, with built in hard disk which is twice the 
capacity of the original one. We'll still be able to modem to/from the Epsons. 

We are lucky to have the expertise of Carol Lutter, whom we hired as our assistant 
after Susie Burchfield moved back to Seattle. Carol is a computer expert---that's 
how she earns a living---so we are confident in leaving computer decisions in 
her hands. She hopes to have the names back in useable form within a month. 

It appears fairly clear that this was no ordinary theft. We are filing a report 
with the FBI, on the advice of the dectectives. Similar things have happened, 
I'm told, in the anti-apartheid offices in Paris and London. 

Perhaps , it means that we're doing sometntng right. In any case, we plan to 
be back up and running as soon as we can. 

IX- Please let us hear from you. We need your suggestions, reports on 
what is happening in your area, and simply news about how you are. We can pass 
it along in our monthly reports (monthly, from now on .... ) -

Hang in there! 
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