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Today 300 American mercenaries are fighting alongside the FNLA forces (National 
Front for the Liberation of Angola), while 3,000 U.S. troops in the Azores are on 
alert for possible action. Another 300 mercenaries are ready to go after undergoing 
training in Ft. Bening, Ga.which includes weapons training, interrogation techniques 
and the Portuguese language. (Christian Science Monitor). The Associated Press re
ported that $49.2 million has already been spent by the CIA and that more money is 
being authorized. They also reported that the CIA funds are being channelled through 
Zaire to hire British mercenaries to fight for the FNLA in Angola. The London Observ
er quoted the Security Advisory Services spokesman as saying the organization had 
received $564,000 in the past three weeks and at least 300 Britons would be sent to 
fight. (AP, 2/2/76). 

The People's Republic of Angola is a sovereign nation. It won its independence 
on November 11, 1975 after 500 years of colonial rule. The MPLA (Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola) represents the legitimate government of Angola and is recog
nized by 23 African nations and almost all the Socialist countries whereas UNITA 
(National Union for the Total Independence of Angola) and FNLA have not been recog
nized by a single country. 

The FNLA and UNITA are sectarian movements which seek their own fulfillment and 
not that of the Angolan people. The FNLA receives its support from the Bakongo tribe. 
Its appeal is heavily based on the promise to revive the ancient Bakongo kingdom. Be
cause of its sectarian appeal it has received little support from the rest of the 
people. (Approximately 60% 'of the FNLA troops are Zairians). The poor treatment of 
the soldiers within the FNLA army has caused mass defections to the MPLA. In a two 
month period 800 soldiers have defected from the FNLA. (Semprefixe, Lisbon). According 
to Newsweek, 12/29/75, Holden Roberto, leader of FNLA, has been receiving a $10,000 
annual retainer from the CIA. UNITA, also a sectarian tribalist movement (Ovimbundu 
tribe), has been linked with the imperialist forces. In a 1974 Afrique-Asie article 
(No . 61, July 1974) documents were published indicating that Savimbi, head of UNITA, 
had been an agent of the Portuguese at least since 1972 and that he effectively supported 
and carried out Portuguese policies. South African troops (approximately 6,000) have 
been the mainstay of UNITA's army. (Workers World, 12/12/75). UNITA is repaying its 
debt to South Africa by fighting the liberation movement in Namibia (South West Africa). 
UNITA also plans for the break-up of Angola into "private domains". In 1975 Savimbi 
was in London trying to interest investors in Southern Angola in the event of secession. 
(Africa l'oday). 

The Zaire Government has been the channel through which mercenaries, supplies 
and money have gone to FNLA and UNITA. Mobutu, president of Zaire, came to power with 
the support of the US Government during the civil war in the Congo (Zaire) in 1960. 
Mobutu has opened Zaire to foreign investment and control primarily from U.S. multi
national corporations. Mobutu plays the role of "protector" of U.S. business interests 
in Africa similar to the role of the Shah of Iran in the Gulf, Brazil in Latin America 
and Israel in the Middle East. Mobutu's interest in oil-rich Cabinda Angola has hardly 
been masked. Sources from Lisbon have stated that if Holden Roberto (brother-in-law 
to Mobutu) were to come to power in Angola he would reward Mobutu for his support with 
the separation of Cabinda from Angola and the setting up of an independent Republic 
in the Cabindan enclave under the control of Zaire. Angola-Cabinda would be Mobutu's 
key to fulfilling his aspiration to become a major leader in African politics. Accord
ing to Lisbon sources, Mobutu spends 10% of Zaire's budget supporting FNLA (Expresso , 
Lisbon, 7/19/75). 

The U.S. is in Angola not only because Angola is a country rich in resources but 
to insure that a progressive government does not gain control to threaten t he pride of 
the imperialists apartheid South Africa. A free Angola will intensify the struggles 
against the racist regimes of Rhodesia and South Africa - two areas the multinational 
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corporations have invested heavily in. In 1972 there were more than 375 American 
companies operating in South Africa with an estimated investment of 2.7 billion 
dollars. (Africa Today). 

In direct opposition to all these reactionary forces stands the MPLA. As well 
as struggling against colonialism and imperialism the MPLA is bUilding a new Angola 
to meet the needs of the Angolan people by instituting educational, health and 
economic programs. Agostinho Neto, President of the Peoplefs Republic of Angola, 
stated that "Our goal is to achieve our country's complete independence and to build a 
just society and a new man." 

Unlike the other two puppet movements the MPLA is a mass based movement. In the 
countryside the peasants have supported the struggle of the MPLA by providing food, 
organizing medical aid, transporting materials and gathering intelligence information. 
In the urban areas the MPLA's armed forces are supported by 15,000 armed civilians who 
forma people's militia consisting of neighbourhood and factory self-defense units. In 
the summer of 1974-75 the People's militia reinforced the MPLA's armed forces in its 
battle with FNLA and UNITA. Both the urban areas and the countryside are linked to the 
organizational structure of the MPLA. 

The liberated areas are divided into four regions. Representatives elected at 
the regional level participate in the Central Committee . . The regional bodies are in 
turn composed of leaders chosen from zones. Zone leaders are chosen from sectors and 
sector leaders are chosen from the village or group level. At each level members are 
democratically elected. 

The MPLA has also established mass organizations such as the Organization of 
Angolan Women, the Young Pioneers and the National Union of Angolan Workers which are 
responsible for programs of social advancement linked to the independence struggle. 

The MPLA is transforming the daily lives of the Angolan people. Women are no 
longer bound to their traditio.nal roles. There is a concerted effort not to allot tasks 
by sex but rather to have all peopie participate in all the work that must be done: 
agriculture, combat, teaching and medical aid. Angola now has women technicians, radio 
operators, teachers, medics and political commissars. 

In the area of health care the MPLA has instituted medical assistance services 
(SAM). SAM now operates at all levels in the liberated areas to provide medical and 
hygiene care for the masses. There are mo~ile dispensaries staffed by qualified nurses 
and medical assitants which can reach the people throughout the liberated areas. These 
mobile units provide free health and hygiene care for the population. 

The educational process in liberated Angola is an integral part of transforming 
the society. In 1965 the Center for Revolutionary Instruction was established by the 
MPLA to coordinate education at every level. Today the MPLA has separate divisions for 
primary and secondary education. The MPLA places heavy emphasis on adult education 
both for political workers and for the general population. The stress is on rais~ng 
the political consciousness of the fighters and the population. Already thousands of 
Angolans have graduated from the Centers of_Revolutionary Instruction (CIR) and are 
active now in organizing and mobilizing the people. 

In the field of agriculture the MPLA has organized people's cooperatives and 
people's stores. They have also diversified agricultural production and have improved 
techniques of cultivating crops. Moreover they have aided the peasant in exporting their 
products to the neighboring countries. 

We support the MPLA because their concrete actions clearly show that they are fight
ing for the genuine independence of the Angolan people. We urge all organizations and 
individuals to lend their support to the MPLA so that the tragedy of Vietnam will not be 
repeated. 
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