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The end of the school year is heret The Namibia Concerns Committee at 
Wartburg is about to split up for the summer, and we are painfully aware that 
we have not kept you as informed about Namibia as we had planned. The students 
volunteered that, if I would write a quick Newsletter, they would spend time 
(in the midst of their final exams) to mail it out to you. Such an offer 
could not be refused! 

News from the Shejavali family 

Those of you who knew Abisai and Selma Shejavali during their years at 
Wartburg will be interested to know that we have had several recent letters 
from them, and talked to both of them by phone in April. 

The family is well, and all working hard. Both Taimi (6th grade) and 
Kandiwapa (3rd grade) are doing well in school. Taimi recently passed a "London 
Examination in Music" with a perfect score. The girls continue to attend a 
boarding school in Windhoek (The Convent of the Holy Innocents) since there is 
no adequate public education for blacks in Namibia. The cost of the school is 
more than half of Abisai's yearly salary, so the Shejavalis are grateful to those 
of you who have sent money to the Namibia Fund designated for their children's' 
education. (In a population of nearly a million and a half, only 300 black 
Namibians graduate from high school each year! That figure indicates how impor
tant it is to keep Taimi and Kandi in school.) 

Selma reports that the baby, Namene, is fifteen months old, cute, and 
active. Selma had submitted her resignation as director of the women's work 
for the Evangelical Lutheran Ovambokavango Church (ELOC), feeling it would be 
better for someone who was living in the north (where most of the congregations 
are) to be in charge. However, her resignation was turned down; there is no one 
to take her place. So during April, Selma and the three girls made the thousand 
mile round trip for a series of meetings with women's groups in the north. Since 
this area is a war zone, with road mines and violence" on all sides, it is frightening 
to thin~ of Selma and her daughters traveling through the area. 

Abisai has 'written to thank for the help that the church and the seminary has 
received through the Namibia Fund at Wartburg. He mentioned the fine support for 
the women's department of the ELOC, and the many theological books that have been 
sent to Paulinum Seminary. "You have become our indirect co-lecturers here at 
P aulinum", he wrote. 

He also told of the continuing needs, and mentioned again that the seminary 
would . like to begin work with the black laborers. These men live hundreds of miles 
from their families, and get home for a visit only once a year. Locked into 
barracks, often crowded ten to a room, with inadequate sanitation and poor diet, 
these people "are usually in spiritual need, though they sometimes can help each 
other. I mean, God often raises a trustworthy person (layman) among themselves to 
help and teach the others the word of God. But they need pastors to preach to 
them, baptize, confirm, and distribute Holy Communion," according to Abisai. He and· 
the students at Paulinum would like to visit several of these compounds on a regular 
basis. He thinks this would cost about $700 each year. 

The Current poU tical Situation 

For the past two years the United States, Britain, France, Germany and Canada 
have been negotiatiag with South Africa and with SWAPO in an effort to get South 
Africa to agree to a cease-fire and to free U.N .• supervised elections. Unfortunately, 
we have been all too willing to make concessions to South Africa. In spite of the 
fact that South Africa's occupation of Namibia is illegal, and has been for years, 
we still cater to their wishes, and go along with their stalling game. The latest 
ploy was South Africa's insistence on a complicated voting system, designed to 
split the votes of black Namibians along the lines of various ethnic groups •••• and 
thus make sure that the government could be controlled by the white minority even 
after independence. This plan was rejected by SWAPO and just last week their 
rejection of the plan was endorsed by several African nations. 

It is time that the United States put pressure on South Africa to accept the 
U.N. plan for free elections, with no further compromises or conditions. We ask 
you again to write to Senators and Representatives, urging them to support Namibian 
independence according to the U.N. Resolution #435. (Thanks to all of you who have 
written about these concerns! That is a real contribution to the eventual freedom 
of Namibia!) 



The 'Namibia Fund at Wartburg Seminary 

During the past year we have concentrated our efforts in five areas: 
a) support for the Namibian family that is currently at Wartburg--$4500j 
b) contributions to the ELOC fund for children who have lost their parents 

in the freedom struggle--$2000j 
c) providing sewing machines and other assistance to the Women's Department 

of the ELOC--$1500j 
d) partial payment of school expenses for the Shejavali children--$1000j 
e) establishing a resource center at Wartburg to help educate people, especiall.Y ' 

ALC members, about t he situation in Namibia--$1200. We have a number of 
excellent films, .as well as books, posters, and other materials, if you are 
interested in doing a program on Namibia. Please call or write: Namibia 
Concerns, Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, IA 52001j telephone 319/556-8151. 

Looking ahead, the Namibia Fund will be challenged as never before! Wartbur& 
has been asked to host an additional Namibian family while the parents prepare 
for teaching positions in the Lutheran Church in Namibia. Emma and Zedekia MujQro 
and their two children are to arrive this summer. Both parents are pastors, both 
have been directing youth work, and both will work on a STM degree in Christian 
Education. 

Wartburg has also agreed to assume full support for the Engelhard !NQabeb 
family while Engelhard does one additional year of study, specializing in 
liturgy, before he returns to teach at Paulinum SeminarY. Our hope is that 
the Namibia Fund might be able to support both of these families without giving 
up on our projects in Namibia. Perhaps that is too great a "leap of faith,", 
but your response has been overwhelming in the past. We are confident that 
if each group or individual chooses one area in which to help, we will be able 
to meet the goals of the next year. 

Our brothers and sisters in Namibia continue to hope, in spite of 
discouraging pOlitical setbacks, in spite of the cruelty of the South African 
regime, in spite of the poverty and helplessness of their lives. When litne 
Namene Shejavali was baptised, she was given several names, as is the custom 
in Namibia. Two of her names, Naatokoko Tumanguluke, mean "let chains be 
broken that we may be free". For her family and for their community, Namene 
is a symbol of hope. 

Recently, Bishop Kleopas Dumeni called upon the Lutherans in America to 
us before we are all destroyed"! As Christians we must respond to that 

We must not betray their ho ! 

Namene Shejavali 

Sincerelji.:~.~ 

~FKi:;;;;: 
Namibia Concerns Committee 
Wartburg Seminary 

*Contributions to the Namibia Fund/Wartburg Seminary are tax-deductible! 


	nnc 5-11-82 p10001
	nnc 5-11-82 p20001

