
NAMIBIA NEWSLETTER 

Epiphany, 1982 
Dear Friends, 

The start of a new year is traditionally a hopeful time; somehow "things 
will be better" this year. It is a time of new beginnings, new possibilities. I'm 
sure these same stirrings of hope are being felt by our brothers and sisters in 
Namibia. "Perhaps this is the year that will bring freedom--freedom from hunger, 
from fear, from the horrors of war, from the relentless oppression of South Africa." 

Five years ago, on Christmas Eve, Abisai and Selma Shejavali came to our house. 
Some weeks earlier they had become Godparents for our youngest child; that night 
they came to "give him his Namibian name". It was a beautiful moment when Abisai and 
Selma said that the child should be called "HaimbiU" which means "peace". Abisai 
said that this baby was a reminder of the Prince of Peace who had come to the world 
at Christmas, but he was also to symbolize their hope that one day peace would come 
to their country of Namibia. 

Now, five years later, the people of Namibia are still waiting. The situation 
in their country has grown worse. Drought has affected the already scarce food 
supply. The war with South Africa has escalated. In spite of a propaganda barrage 
that would have us believe that apartheid has been abolished, the truth is that 
arrest, torture, and mistreatment by South African forces is on the increase. 

In November, our phone conversation with the Shejavalis was not encouraging. 
While it is always good to hear their voices, they seemed more guarded than ever. 
And again our call was cut off by whoever it is that monitors the conversation. We 
will try again in a few weeks. We want them to know that we are not forgetting them! 

Many people have asked: "What can we do?" In answer to this question, I'm 
borrowing some ideas from John EvenSOn (LCA), who talks about various "paths of 
advocacy". (Quoted material is his, the rest is min'e.) 

Prayer "The Namibians, an extremely devout and pious people, live in constant 
fear of the South African army. Pray for their safety, and for a just solution to 
their tragic situation." 

Solidarity "The Namibians need to hear from you, as congregations and as indi
viduals. South African newspapers and radio proclaim that U.S. policy toward South 
Africa is in a new era of friendship, and that Americans are standing with white 
South Africa. You can write directly to Namibian church leaders and express your 
concern for them and their people. Themail of Christian leaders is read by South 
African Security Police. If they know that Christians in North America are concerned 
about these individuals, it is less likely that they will be imprisoned or killed 
by the South African government." Write letters of support to: 

Bishop Kleopas Dumeni 
Evangelical Lutheran Ovambokavango Church 
Oniipa, Private Bag 2018, Ondangwa 9000 
Namibia/ South West Africa 

Rev. Albertus Maasdorp, Exec. Secretary 
Council of Churches in Namibia 
P.O. Box 57, Windhoek 9100 
Namibia/ South West Africa 

Rev. Hendrik Frederik, President 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in SWA/Namibia 
P.O. Box 5069, Windhoek 9100 
Namibia/ South West Africa 

Dr. Abisai & Selma Shejavali 
Paulinum Theological Seminary 
Private Bag 1005, Karibib 9000 
Namibia/ South West Africa 

Economic Advocacy Through trade, investment, and bank loans, the United States 
does much to support the racist system in South ,Africa. At its 1980 Convention, the 
American Lutheran Church voted to sell the stock we own in companies that do busir.ess 
in South Africa. We also voted to urge our government to impose economic sanctions 
on South Africa. 

These resolutions are meaningful only if carried out! Now, more than a year 
later, we still hold stock in twenty of these companies. This figure is down a few 
from the total we had in 1980, but apparently this has occurred only through the 
normal buying and selling process. There has been no public announcement that the 
ALC, for moral reasons, is withdrawing from companies who profit at the expense of 
our sisters and brothers in Namibia and South Africa. There has been no"divestiture" 
as called for by the convention! 

If you are an ALC member, please write to our Board of Trustees, asking them to 
comply with the wishes of the convention. Our delegates felt it was important for us 
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to state publically, in a symbolic, yet concrete way, that as Christians we will 
not profit from the apartheid system. It is time for the ALC staff to follow the 
directive of its members! Write: Rev. David Rokke, Executive Secretary 

Board of Trustees, The American Lutheran Church 
422 S. Fifth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

Political Advocacy "The key to Namibian freedom lies with the United Nations 
Security Council." Negotiations to obtain a ceasefire and withdrawal of South 
African troops from Namibia are underway. It is essential that our government 
insist on U.N. supervised elections without any further concessions to the South 
African government. Many African experts fear there are secret deals being made 
which will guarantee South African control of Namibia even after it has been 
granted independence. Please write to President Reagan and your Senators and 
Representatives, asking them to press for independence for Namibia according to the 
conditions of U.N. Resolution 435, without any amendments. Our country did not 
compromise with Hitler; it is hard to understand why we now try to appease South 
Africa as it follows a similar policy of racial exploitation and extermination! 

Finally, we would like to thank those who have contributed to the Namibia Fund 
since our last Newsletter! As the situation in Namibia gets worse, we would like to 
increase our financial help in several areas: 

1) Dr. Shejavali has written that the Lutheran church would like to place 
pastors in the workers' settlements. These are crude barracks where tens of 
thousands of men are forced to live, separated from their families for a year 
at a time. Paulinum Seminary would like to work in these areas, but lacks the 
funds to do so. 

2) The Women's Department of the ELOC is still in need of sewing machines 
and money for materials. They have ~everal other education projects they would 
like to begin. We hope to send them $2000 this ,year. 

3) We want to continue to provide scholarship help for a Namibian student 
at Wartburg. Some of you have gotten to know Engelhard and Christiane !Noabeb. 
We're glad to have them at the seminary. Engelhard will finish his STM degree 
in May. We still need about $4000 for their support. 

4) Nearly 50% of Namibian children die, mainly from malnutrition, before 
the age of five. This, in a country rich in natural resources, is a direct 
result of South Africa's apartheid system. Bishop Dumeni suggested that we 
help with a fund that the Lutheran church has set up to support children without 
parents. Perhaps some Sunday Schools would like to work on that---we would be 
glad to loan our poster series, "Children Under Apartheid" which gives an idea 
of the conditions under which the Namibian children live. 

Again, we remind you that your gifts are tax-deductible through Namibia Fund/Wartburg 
Seminary. Because the Namibia Fund is a volunteer effort, all of your contribution 
goes to the project you specify. 

Enclosed you will find a lot of information! We hope you will use the list of 
resources: plan a program, borrow the films, buy some of the books for your library! 

Perhaps 1982 will be the year that peace comes to Namibia. That prospect seems 
remote, but there is much we can do to support the hope of our friends. 
"The Light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it •••• " 
Namibian Christians know what "darkness" is; each day they experience suffering that 
we cannot imagine. Yet they remain firm in their faith. We can learn much from them! 

P.S. The South African government is spending enormous 
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amounts of money trying to influence public opinion in this country. One of their 
agents is a man named Marion Smoak, a retired State Department officer, who keeps 
busy 'Writing "Letters to the Editor" on behalf of South African interests. Sometimes 
he signs himself as head of the "U.S.-Namibia Trade and Cultural Council". Othertimes 
he indicates he is a "retired Ambassador". Often he seems to use the names of other 
people, members of the South African supported DTA government in Namibia. He never 
properly identifies himself as a registered, paid agent--working to promote South 
African interests. His theme seems to be that SWAPO is a Marxist/terrorist group, 
and that Namibia, under DTA/South African control is a peaceful democratic nation, 
free from apartheid!?? If you discover a letter in your newspaper that might have 
come from him, please clip it and send us a copy. We like to respond to his 
propaganda. 



BACKGROUND OF THE SITUATION IN NAMIBIA 

Namibia is located in the southern part of Africa, bordered by Angola on the 
north, Botswana on the east, and South Africa to the south. It is composed largely 
of mineral-rich deserts--the Namib desert in the west, and the Kalahari desert in the 
east. Its only port, Walvis Day, lies nearly five hundred miles up the coast from 
South Africa (which makes South Africa's claim to it a strange bit of logic). The 
population of Namibia is approximately one and a half million. Only 7% of the people 
are white. 

This country was "annexed" by Germany in 1884, and for thirty years the people 
lived under the harsh rule of a settler's organization: the Deutsch Kolonial Bund. 
One of the written guidelines was that "every colored person must regard a white 
person as a superior being." This administrative policy inevitably led to rebellions, 
which were mercilessly crushed. In 1904, a revolt of the Herero people led the German 
governor to issue an "extermination order", and 80% of the Hereros were killed between 
1904 and 1911. 

During World War I, Germany lost its overseas possessions. Namibia was entrusted 
to South Africa with the understanding that South Africa was to care for the mental and 
physical well-being of the Namibians, and to prepare them for an independent, self
determined government. Needless to say, South Africa has betrayed this trust! 

Naming Namibia "South West Africa", the South African government introduced legal 
policies of racial discrimination. These:.include pass laws which . requi.re blacks , to carry 
identification, a migrant labor system which separates families for nearly a year at a 
time, and the refusal to hold free elections. Freedom of movement is severely restricted, 
with much of the country under martial law and a dusk to dawn curfew for blacks. 

In 1966, the United Nations General Assembly decided that South Africa had failed 
its obligation, and that responsibility for the territory should be returned to the U.N. 
In 1971, the International Court of Justice declared the continued presence of South 
Africa in Namibia to be illegal. In 1976, the U.N. Security C~uncil unanim(>usly adopte'd 
Resolution 385, calling for free elections under U.N. supervision. But South Africa 
refused, and in 1978 staged its own "election" which has been condemned by the rest of 
the world as a complete sham. At a U.N. sponsored meeting in January, 1981, held in 
Geneva, South African representatives continued to refuse to hold U.N. supervised 
elections in Namibia. 

For years the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) has been leading the 
struggle for independence. SWAPO has been recognized by the U.N. as the only political 
group that is truly representative of the Namibian people. Their support used to lie 
mainly with the Ovambo people in the north, where the South African army has been 
stationed for years. But now that South African troops are everywhere, and the repression 
and terror have spread, support for SWAPO has grown among all Namibians. In news reports 
the SWAPO soldiers are called"guerillas'; but Namibians use the term "freedom fighters". 

Some have claimed that SWAPO is strongly influenced by the Soviet Union. It should 
be remembered that for many years SWAPO appealed to the West for help which our govern
ment has refused to provide. In reality, SWAPO receives support from nations of all 
ideological stripes: from Russia and East Germany, from Ireland and the Scandinavian 
countries, from China, and from private groups and church organizations in France, 
Britain, and the United States. With the SWAPO delegation at the Geneva meeting 
were: the president of the African Methodist Episcopal Church in Namibia, the vice
president of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of South West Africa, the General Secretary 
of the Council of Churches in Namibia, the Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Ovambo
kavango Church, the bishop of the Roman Catholic Church, and representatives of the 
Anglican Church. In view of this kind of representation, it is clear that South Africa's 
portrayal of SWAPO as "nothing but a Marxist terrorist organization" is simply dishonest 
propaganda. 

For Namibians, the official U.S. stand is a matter of concern. In 1976, a SWAPO 
representative visited the Wartburg campus. With some bitterness he criticized our 
government's unwillingness to help them. He reminded us that this country also fought 
a war for independence, and might logically be expected to support other people in their 
struggle for freedom. However, U.S. companies have millions of dollars invested in 
South Africa, and we are reluctant to offend a valuable trading partner. It may also be 
assumed that racism plays an important part in our unwillingness to intervene in a 
s~tuation that closely resembles the genocide of the Hitler regime. 

Where does the church stand in all this? From the beginning, Christian churches 
(over 80% of the Namibians are Lutheran, Catholic or Anglican) have courageously 
supported the people's struggle for freedom. Pastors and priests have steadfastly 
articulated their people's anguish, and have called upon South Africa to give up its 
illegal occupation of their country. Consequently, church leaders are special targets 
for harassment and assassination. Nevertherless, the faith of the Namibian people 
remains strong. As Bishop Kleopas Dumeni says: "God is on ~ side. He is still Lord 
of his world. We live in that hope! 
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Introduction to the Fund 

The Namibia Fund and Newsletter was begun in Dubuque in 1978. 
For nearly seven years a Namibian family (Abisai and Selma Shejavali, 
and their daughters, Taimi and Kandiwapa) were part of the Wartburg 
Seminary community. Through their presence we learned, in a personal 
way, about the tragic situation in Namibia, about the struggle for 
freedom, and about the suffering of black Namibians. 

We shared with the Shejavali family their sorrow when they learned 
that Selma's cousin had been assassinated. When news came telling of 
the beating of Abisai's foster father (a retired Lutheran pastor) and 
the rape and blinding of his foster mother by white South African 
soldiers, we understood a little of the horror of being an enslaved 
people. 

The Shejavali family returned to Namibia in 1918. As we had 
feared, they were immediately arrested by South African police. Although 
they were quickly released, it was clearly an attempt to intimidate 
them. In spite of this Itwarning", both Abisai and Selma are extremely 
active. Dr. Shejavali heads the united Lutheran Seminary (~aulinum) 
while Selma is the leader of the newly developed Women's Department 
of the ELOC (Evangelical Lutheran Ovambokavango Church). 

Wartburg's ties to Namibia were strengthened in May, 1919, with 
the granting of an honorary doctorate to Bishop Kleopas Dumeni, head 
of the 350,000 member ELOC. During the days that Bishop Dumeni was 
on campus we grew to love and respect this quiet, gentle leader. Even 
in such a short time, we sensed the wisdom and the courage of this man 

who is a focal point of the, struggle between his people and the 
South African forces of oppression. Though he faces death each day 
(his name heads a list of persons marked for assassination) Bishop 
Dumeni gives constant witness to his faith. 

Today Wartburg remains closely linked with Namibia through the 
Engelhard lNoabeb family. Engelhard 1s here with his wife, Christiane, 
and their four children: Roseline, ChriS, Lukas, and Rodney. He 
began his studies in the 1980-81 school year, and is working on his 

. S.T.M. degree. When he returns to Namibia he will teach at Paulinum 
Seminary--,a very welcome addition as the seminary is now operating witl1 
only half of the recommended number of professors! 

The purpose of the Namibia Fund is to make clear in a tangible 
way that we are "standing wIth" ~sisters and brothers in Namibia. 
Their lives are filled with danger and suffering. We cannot share .in 
that. But we can help in other ways. By helping to bring Namibian 
students to study at Wartburg, by building the library at Paulinum 
Seminary, by providing a car and other materials for the work among 
Namibian women we hope to say, nWe are one with you in the struggle". 

A second purpose of the Namibia Fund and Newsletter is to inform 
people here about the situation in Namibia---about the incredible 
conditions of poverty, persecution, and fear under which our Namibian 
friends are living. As over half the Namibian population is Lutheran, 
our special goal is to reach our fellow Lutherans with the message of 
the suffering in Namibia. We are eager to loan posters, films, and 
other materials which serve to educate people about the situation. 

We invite you to share in our concern and commitment! 

Please contact: Namibian Concerns 
Wartburg Seminary 
Dubuque, IA 52001 

It should, perhaps, be mentioned that all work relating to the 
Namibia t<Und is done on a volunteer basis. Hi th no salaries to 
be paid, your gift (which is tax deductible through Wartburg 
Seminary) goes directly to the "cause"! 
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