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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

This issue of the ACAS Bulletin focuses on "democratization" efforts underway
throughout the African continent. It should be stated from the outset that this general
theme has a number of paradigmatic anomalies to it, not the least of which is that no
definition of "democracy" is suggested that one might expect would gain some
consensus within our organization, our profession, or any community of "intellectuals."
Assuming that such a concept might include a decentralized political system that invites
mass participation in the decision-making process, one might make the argument that
what we really are witnessing in Africa is a "re-democratization" process - inasmuch as
there were pre-colonial African societies that were characterized by this social
framework.

No doubt, others will be uncomfortable with the selection of African states
reviewed in this issue of the Bulletin. They include countries that have suffered from
decades of authoritarian military rule (Zaire) to states that have yet to complete their
first year of existence (Namibia). Some of the "democratization" movements surveyed
might more accurately be perceived as civil wars where the question at hand is "who
rules?" rather than how rule is to be administered (Sudan and Liberia). Some of the
examples might better be understood as cases where progressive governments face
terrorist gangs bent on destabilization (Mozambique). Finally, some of the studies
might be analyzed as "liberation movements" from colonial rule that may, or may not,
offer a promise of "democracy" (Western Sahara).

In any case, this issue of the Bulletin invites the reader to visualize the wide
spectrum of political changes underway on the African continent. Some of these
changes may be the inevitable consequence of the changing nature of U.S.-Soviet
relations. Some are unquestionably affected by the War in the Persian Gulf currently
underway. Such"external" factors are discussed in several of the articles.

Readers also will note the altered format and layout of this issue. During the
ACAS meeting in Baltimore last November, several ACAS members suggested that we
experiment with different print types and styles. This issue attempts to incorporate
these suggestions, and other ideas are welcome from the readership. Meanwhile, be
assured that this issue contains the equivalent amount of material as previous issues
(despite the reduced number of pages). The monetary savings in condensing the
material will more than offset the recent increase in postage costs by the U.S. postal
service, and should allow ACAS to distribute its resources in a greater variety of ways.

Allan D. Cooper
Editor



SUDAN

GULF WAR COMPLICATES
CIVIL WAR IN SUDAN

by Stephen Howard
Ohio University

Few observers thought that the situation
in Sudan could deteriorate beyond what had taken
place following the Muslim Brothers-led coup of
June 30, 1989. But the war in the Gulf has
quickly changed that impression. The support of
the regime - the Revolution of National Salvation
- for Iraq's Saddam Hussein has isolated Sudan at
a time of immense need. This alliance, born out
of the regime's thirst for war materiel for its
operations in the South, constitutes with the
domestic economic-agricultural crisis and the
intractable civil war, the three comers of Sudan's
current triangle of misery. Significant human
rights abuses have been reported in each of these
areas.

The insidious nature of the regime led by
Lt. General Orner Hassan Ahmed al-Bashir
became only cautiously apparent following the
coup of June 30, 1989. The Council of the
Revolution of National Salvation seized power
from the democratically-elected government of
Sadig al-Mahdi with the justifiable complaint that
the war with the South and the Sudanese People's
Liberation Army (SPLA) was being mishandled.
At the same time, the coup leaders placed
announcements on the nation's airwaves
proclaiming, "We are not Muslim Brothers!" in an
attempt to squelch the rumors which sped around
Khartoum. Within a short time the intentions of
the regime became clear: both to intensify and
"win" the civil war, and to push Sudan towards
rapid "Islamization" as envisioned - and long
planned for - by the National Islamic Front
(NIF1Muslim Brothers).

The war and the rapid Islamization of the
country are closely linked phenomena. The
government's implementation in January, 1991, of
sharia or "Islamic Laws" - on the books since the
Numeiry regime but unpromulgated - is a clear
example of the regime's unwillingness to
compromise with SPLA and many northerners'
demands that Sudan remain a secular state. The
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intractibility of some hardliners within the NIF is
evidenced by their willingness to consider the
possibility of partitioning Sudan into "Muslim"
and 'non-Muslim" states. One hardliner was
quoted as saying, "If we must choose between
Islam and Sudan, we will always choose Islam."
For their part, the SPLA rejects any policy of
dismembering Sudan. SPLA leader John Garang
has often spoken of his goal of a secular, unified
Sudan where freedom of religion is enshrined.

The war in the South has killed hundreds
of thousands of people and displaced missions.
The regime in Khartoum has established a policy
of preserving the"Arab nature" of the capital and
has begun to move the estimated 1.8 million
internal refugees who ring Khartoum from their
squatter camps. The army has forcibly removed
some of the people by setting their camps on fire.
Otherwise, malnutrition and under five mortality
rates are reportedly extremely high in these areas.

The Revolution of National Salvation is
in most respects a minority government in Sudan,
representing only the wealthy backers of the
National Islamic Front and their followers in the
Army. These allied groups have set about
plundering Sudan's resources for their own gain:
exchanging half of the nation's grain reserve with
Iraq for weapons, at a time of impending hunger;
attempting to sell the national railroad - Africa's
longest - and airlines to private interests; and
"islamicizing" the major public/commercial banks
in Khartoum, limiting their transactions. The
large scale takeover of Sudan's political, financial,
education, and administrative institutions by
adherents of the NIF's "Islam for Profit" message
is the primary phenomenon shaping Sudan today.
AI-Bashir has been quoted as saying that Sudan
will never again see a secular government and, at
the very least, the changes being wrought by the
current regime will be difficult to erase.

There have been anti-government
demonstrations in Atbara, home of Sudan's labor
movement, and Wad Medani, center of the Gezira
irrigated agricultural schemes, with many arrests
and detentions and, reportedly, torture. There are
reports of demonstrations in the western city of El
Obeid, as well. But otherwise, the government's
elimination of a free press (there were 30
newspapers in Khartoum prior to the coup of
June, 1989), and sweeping dismissals from the
universities and civil service of anyone remotely



suspected of harboring ill-feelings towards the
regime, have effectively silenced dissent. While
in the process of eliminating opposition voices,
the regime has also armed urban "popular
committees" for the defense of the revolution and
ethnically-based militias in rural areas.

The stance of the regime of General al
Bashir towards the war with the south, dissent at
home, and the war in the Gulf has caused the
Sudanese government grave problems abroad as
well. The traditional love-hate relationship with
Egypt, patron and former colonial ruler in Sudan,
has taken on dark tones with the two countries on
different sides of the Iraq-Kuwait war. The
Egyptian government has stopped all commercial
flights between Khartoum and Cairo, and is in
general treating Sudan, its sole African supporter
in the Camp David accords, as a hostile country.
The Egyptian press is virtually ignoring Sudan,
with the exception of a page of anti-government
news in the Sunday edition of Cairo's Wafd
newspaper.

Britain has recently decided to cut off all
aid to Sudan and the United Nations is delaying
its latest relief operation because of Sudan's
support for Iraq. The United States, while the
target of many of the current demonstrations in
Khartoum has not suspended its own contributions
to organiutions offering humanitarian assistance
to Sudan. Such monies were a small part of the
sums that were cut off last year when Sudan fell
into arears on its interest payments to the United
States. In any case, the work of the private
voluntary agencies in Sudan receiving U.S. and
other support is severely constrained by the civil
war and the restrictions placed on hiring by the
Islamic government. All new personnel must past
muster with the NIF-backed Minister for Relief
and Rehabilitation.

Sudan is a grim place today. Households
in the central/eastern part of the country generally
have enough food to get through the impending
shortage of grain. But the drought that has left
the enormous "food gap," so vociferously
diminished by the Sudanese government in the
Western press, will cause hundreds of thousands
of people to go hungry in the West and South of
the country. Sudanese who were forced to flee
their jobs in Iraq or forced from their positions in
other Gulf countries, are returning home empty-
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handed. Some are still trapped in Iraq and there
are Sudanese soldiers in the Iraqi army as well.

The organiution of Sudanese dissidents
abroad is weak, although there was a recent
announcement of the establishment of a
"government in exile" in Cairo, made up of
politicians from both North and South. Rapid
action will be needed to rescue Sudan at this
point, the cataclysm of current events being
heaped upon an already worn-out and hungry
people.

(For more on Sudan's current situation, see John
Prendergast" "The Struggle for Sudan's Soul:
Political and Agrarian Roots of War and Famine,"
(Washington: Center of Concern, 1990).

**********

NAMIBIA
LAYING THE FOUNDATION
FOR SELF-DETERMINATION

by Allan D. Cooper
St. Augustine's College

As Namibia approaches the first
anniversary of its independence, it can point to a
number of areas where progress has been made in
securing some degree of self-determination in its
political and economic affairs.

A new police force was created that
included former South West Africa (SWA) Police
constables as well as former members of
SWAPO's military wing, PLAN. Initial frictions
between these new recruits quickly were resolved,
and special training programs were instituted to
help improve the negative image that the police
authorities had developed during the era of South
African occupation. The Namibian government
also set up Public/Police Relations Committees in
each of the ten police districts to serve as a
"watchdog" over the police and its members.
Several countries sent officers to assist in the
establishment of the new police force, including
Ghana, Nigeria, India and Pakistan. A new
Namibian army, consisting of five infantry
battalions and a logistical support battalion



(dominated by former PLAN fighters), was fully
deployed by the end of November 1990. The
army was trained primarily by 55 British
instructors.

The Namibian government also set up its
own central bank, rather than continuing its
reliance on the South African Reserve Bank.
Advisers from the International Monetary Fund
arrived in Namibia in April 1990 to assist in
organizing the central bank, which officially
opened August 1 with assets of $20 million. Dr.
Wouter Benard of the Netherlands was appointed
the first governor of the Central Bank. He
indicated his desire to hand over governorship of
the Bank to a Namibian within seven years.

Meanwhile, government officials
announced that the country would continue to use
South Africa's rand currency until 1992. In June
1990, three European banks agreed to purchase 70
percent of the equity of Bank of Namibia. Banque
Bruzelles Lambert of Belgium indicated that
Societe Financiere pour les Pays D'Outre-Mer
(SFOM) would buy the stake from Geneva-based
Banque Financiere de la Cite. The West German
Office for Cooperation and Development will
hold the remaining 30 percent of Bank of Namibia
- which changed its name to the Commercial Bank
of Namibia. In October 1990 Namibia was
accepted as a member of the World Bank and the
IMF some three months after its application. No
country has been accepted into these
intergovernmental organizations in a shorter time.

Namibia's first budget estimated
government revenue for 1990-91 at over R2.3
billion against an expected expenditure of R2.57
billion. Nearly R550 million was budgeted for
the Ministry of Works, Transport and
Communications. The next highest allocations
were R468 million for Education, R351 million
for Health and Social Services, and R178 million
for Agriculture. The budget sets aside R296
million, or 11.5 percent of total spending, for
servicing Namibia's inherited debt of R730
million ($280 million).

On the diplomatic front, Namibia posted
foreign missions in the USA, UK, Belgium,
USSR, Sweden, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Zambia, and
the U.N. About two dozen countries presented
credentials in Windhoek, including Angola,
Botswana, China, Cuba, Egypt, Finland, France,
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Germany, Ghana, India, Italy, Kenya, North
Korea, Palestine, Spain, Tanzania, and
Zimbabwe.

Negotiations with South Africa over the
future of Walvis Bay have yet to bring about the
return of Namibia's primary port to Windhoek's
sovereignty. By the end of 1990, however, South
Africa appeared to be demilitarizing its presence
in the 800 square mile enclave. There has been
speculation that Pretoria might transfer control of
Walvis Bay to Namibia as part of a larger policy
aimed at securing oil from Angola. Namibia's
Foreign Minister, Theo Ben Gurirab, has
indicated that his government would be willing to
accept an interim period of joint administration of
the deep-water port.

One issue that continues to haunt the
SWAPO-dominated government concerns the
1,000 Namibians who still are missing after the
25-year struggle for independence. Allegations
that SWAPO tortured about 250 Namibians in
SWAPO camps in southern Angola during the
liberation struggle were made during the election
in 1989, but a U.N. delegation could find no
evidence to support these accusations. Still, the
Namibian Government agreed to investigate these
charges in June 1990. This issue was complicated
further in October 1990 when the Government
appointed Solomon Hawala to cOnlmand the
Namibian army. Hawala was the former head of
SWAPO security forces and is alleged to have
supervised the torture of SWAPO detainees.
Supporters of Hawala's appointment argued that
in the spirit of reconciliation, no Namibian should
be punished for actions undertaken in the heat of
the liberation struggle.

Namibia's only serious external conflict
has centered around the violation of Namibia's
2oo-mile fishing zone by Spain and other foreign
trawlers. Namibia is hopeful that the country's
rich fishing industry could contribute up to half of
the annual budget revenue once the territorial
waters are properly controlled. Spain's
exploitation of Namibia's hake has been worth
over R800 million a year, and Pescanova (the
Spanish fishing multinational corporation)
established a R65-million production plant in
Luderitz in July 1990 that is expected to employ
500 people. But in September 1990 Namibia
caught two Spanish fishing boats illegally
depleting the country's fish resources. By



November, some 30 Spanish vessels were accused
of fishing illegally in Namibia's waters. Six of
the boats were boarded by the Namibian Defence
Force and escorted to Walvis Bay. If found guilty
of trespassing, each boat could be fined up to Rl
million. In response to these violations, Namibia
reached an agreement with the U.S. for military
assistance that includes armed patrol vessels and
low-flying surveillance aircraft to form a coast
guard and to eventually become the nucleus of a
Namibian navy.

The Namibian National Assembly also is
working on the construction of two major
highway networks. One is the Trans-Caprivi
road that will link the northern areas of Ovambo,
Kavango, and Caprivi - where the vast majority of
Namibians reside. The other road is the Trans
Kalahari, which will integrate Namibia's
infrastructure with that of Botswana and other
SADCC states. The latter project will make
Walvis Bay accessible to SADCC exporters.

In summary, Namibian leaders can
identify a number of visible programs that have
been instituted during the country's first year of
independence. As this transition to self
determination proceeds, it will become
interesting to watch how the smaller political
parties that are represented in the National
Assembly seek to justify themselves.

**********

ZAMBIA
DILEMMAS OF DEMOCRATIZATION

IN ZAMBIA

by James R. Scarritt
University of Colorado, Boulder

Zambia became politically independent in
October 1964, a few months after extracting itself
through a short but somewhat violence struggle
from the Southern Rhodesian white settler
dominated Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland,
into which it had unwillingly been incorporated in
1953. Prior to that it had been the British
Protectorate of Northern Rhodesia, in which
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settlers held substantial but not total political
power. The colonial economy was dominated by
the multinationally-owned copper mining
industry, with a limited amount of copper-related
secondary industry and an agricultural sector
controlled by large-scale white farmers. This
colonial experience had the following
consequences for the early post-independence
period: 1) the more militant party in the African
nationalist struggle the United National
Independence Party (UNlP) - was politically
dominant, although the less militant party - the
African National Congress (ANC) - retained
support among members of its leader's ethnic
identity group and a few others; 2) class formation
among Africans, which had been severely limited
by multinational/settler domination of the
economy, began to occur, with state policy as its
primary instrument; and 3) since economic
development was concentrated in the Copperbelt,
the capital city of Lusaka, and the white farming
areas while the majority of the people lived in
other parts of the country, uneven development
became an important source of conflict among
elites representing ethnic identity groups.

Increased democratization in the structure
of UNIP in 1967, under which members of the
Central Committee were elected by the National
Conference rather than appointed by the president,
brought intense ethnic factionalization within the
party, based on uneven development, to the
surface. This factionalization led to two splits
from which two new primarily ethnic parties
emerged. The first was quickly banned and its
leaders joined ANC, but the second - the United
Progressive Party (UPP) - engaged in bitter
conflict with UNlP in 1971 and early 1972. The
resulting level of urban violence was high, and it
appeared possible that UNlP would lose the
upcoming 1973 elections to the loosely united
forces of UPP and ANC which were articulating
positions designed to please everyone in some way
without regard to consistency among these
positions. In response to this situation, President
Kenneth Kaunda declared a one-party state, with
UNIP as the party, effective at the beginning of
1973. Although this decision was certainly
unpopular in areas of the country where the
opposition parties had been strong, as was
reflected in low turnout in subsequent elections,
there was also widespread dislike of intense ethnic
factionalism and the opportunism of the
opposition parties. And the one-party system, in



combination with increasing class formation and 
after 1975 - economic decline that could be
blamed on external forces, did reduce ethnic
factionalism very substantially.

The initial impact of the one-party system
on democracy was mixed, with the removal of
inter-party competition being weighed against
greater competition within UNIP under rules
permitting multiple candidates in Parliamentary
constituencies. In the many constituencies in
which opposition parties had not been active
before the declaration of a one-party system, there
was formal political competition for the first time.
As a result, incumbents were removed from office
much more frequently. Once in Parliament,
backbenchers were free, within limits, to criticize
government policy and performance. My research
has found that there were substantial decreases in
the effectiveness of political participation during
the years of the one-party system, however. The
quantity of voter participation and of competition
among candidates actually increased, but changes
in party organiution and policies enacted to limit
the effects of participation by the general public
made this quantitatively increased participation
less meaningful. Prohibition of more than one
presidential candidate, restriction of voting for
District Council members to party officials and 
indirectly - party members, increased vetting of
Parliamentary candidates by the Central
Committee, the abolition of primary elections, and
increased presidential powers were especially
important in this regard.

At the same time, continuing economic
decline became more politically divisive as public
revelations of governmental corruption and
ineffectiveness made it more difficult to blame
economic problems primarily on external forces,
and increased class formation combined with
decline to give UNIP a more precise class base.
Both the emerging bourgeoisie and unionized
workers began to oppose the party vigorously
because they felt that it was not fostering their
economic interests. Lacking effective
organiution among peasants, the party came to
rely more and more on a petty-bourgeois base, at
the core of which were local party officials.
Reduction in urban living standards due to the
imposition of IMF conditionality, and the
government's inability to reverse econonuc
decline independently of the Fund both greatly
increased popular discontent. The current move
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toward return to a multi-party system has its roots
in all of the changes discussed up to this point,
although these roots have been well fertilized by
recent moves toward democratiution in Latin
America and Eastern Europe. Some of these
changes also place constraints on the
implementation of effective democracy, however.

In March of last year the UNIP National
Conference - the most broadly representative party
organ whose membership includes well over a
thousand local, regional and national officials 
rejected the return to a multi-party system after a

.heated debate. It even rejected reforming the
electoral system to allow more than one UNIP
presidential candidate, to limit the president to
two terms in office, and to elect the UNIP Central
Conunittee by popular vote, even though these
provisions had been included in the initial draft
resolutions. In May, however, the 600 member
National Council - which officially makes
decisions on party business between meetings of
the National Convention, and which contains a
majority of members directly or indirectly selected
by the president - accepted holding a national
referendum on the multi-party issue. President
Kenneth Kaunda made it clear that he and other
top party leaders would campaign vigorously for a
vote to retain the one-party system, even though it
was well known that some party leaders
supported the return to a multi-party system.
Kaunda's most forceful argument was that a multi
party system would rekindle ethnic factionalism.

Originally scheduled for October 1990,
the referendum was postponed in July until
August of this year. This action was taken in
response to three days of rioting and a mini
attempted coup in late June. The rioting began
after the price of maize meal was doubled in order
to comply with IMF conditionality. The "radio
coup" consisted only of an army lieutenant
breaking into the radio broadcasting station with a
few collaborators and announcing that the military
had taken over, apparently hoping to make this a
self-fulfilling announcement. Yet, it resulted in a
large celebration in downtown Lusaka when it
briefly appeared to have been successful.

After these events, it did not take long
for a reversal of government and UNIP policy
toward a multi-party system to occur. The
perpetrator of the "radio coup" and those
convicted of attempting a coup in 1980 were



pardoned. In August Parliament adopted a Select
Committee report recommending the changes in
UNIP that had been rejected by the National
Conference in March, as well as other changes
that more clearly separate party and government.
The following month the UNIP National Council
agreed to abandon the idea of a referendum and
accept multi-party elections in October 1991,
although it agreed that Kaunda would be the only
UNIP presidential candidate. A commission was
appointed in October to make recommendations
on a new constitutional structure after conducting
hearing in all parts of the country. The Zambian
constitution was amended by Parliament in
December to legalize opposition parties. Kaunda
rejected the proposal for an interim government to
rule until the elections, and indicated that he will
campaign vigorously to keep UNIP in power.

In order to determine how likely it is that
these constitutional and political changes will lead
to effective democratization it is necessary to
reexamine the social bases and probable tactics of
UNIP and its opponents, as they have emerged
from the societal changes previously discussed.
The major opposition group that organized to
push for the changes that occurred in 1990 is now
known as the Movement for a Multi-Party
Democracy (MMD), and represents an alliance of
the bourgeois and labor oppositions that have been
active for the entire duration of the one-party
system, combined with the somewhat more recent
opposition of the Christian churches. The
MMD's strong support is evidenced by high
attendance (up to 70,(00) at its mass rallies, but it
has not articulated specific policies that differ
from those of UNIP. By agreeing to multi-party
elections, the latter has taken away MMD's major
unifying issue. Intense rhetoric has emanated
from both sides, reminiscent of that heard during
the previous period of multi-party politics, and
MMD leaders have refused to join the
constitutional commission. They have accused
UNIP of corruption and intimidation, while the
latter has accused them of bribery, undennining
public order, and subservience to foreign
interests. The MMD has sued the state-owned
media for defamation of character and malicious
publication.

An alliance of organized labor and
domestic capital against the ruling party has been
logical in a period of increasing governmental
restrictions on both classes under policies
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designed to combat economic decline, combined
with a shift in the class base of the party away
from both classes. The unions recall with
considerable nostalgia the years immediately after
independence when they received large wage
increases from their multinational and local white
employers with the (somewhat reluctant) support
of UNIP and the government, and when the
economy was growing rapidly. Thus they
enthusiastically join with leaders of domestic
capital in calling for a reduced role of the state in
the economy. But domestic capital has grown
substantially and has been partially Africanized in
the intervening years, and will probably expand
further in the near future through privatization of
some parastatals. Thus the alliance between
organized labor and capital is not likely to last
very long, especially if a party representing one or
more of them is in power. The Zambia Congress
of Trade Unions (zcru) is sufficiently large and
well-organized to form a labor party, and its
leader - Frederick Chiluba - is considered by most
observers, including Kaunda himself, to be
Kaunda's strongest rival. Chiluba has announced
that he is "now ready to assume political
leadership," and zcru has severed its ties with
UNIP. But labor would need to form alIiances
with other groups in order for the labor-based
party to obtain majority support, and it is not
clear who these allies would be.

The size of the capitalist class is much
sroalIer than that of organized labor, even though
it has increased substantially since independence,
because it was so tiny under colonial rule.
Judging by the history of politics in a number of
independent African countries, the most logical
way for this class to obtain majority support in a
multi-party system would be through the use of
ethnic factionalism. The formation of a
Democratic Party composed of former members of
ANC and UPP has already been announced.
Although it is easy to understand why many
Zambians are hoping for a change in the ruling
party, the danger of reviving the intense ethnic
factionalism of the late 1960s and early 1970s is
real, and steps need to be taken to avoid it.
Several weak parties competing for support along
ethnic lines, but each fostering privileged class
interests, would be an excellent receipt for
instability and a military coup, again following
the model provided by other African states.



Effective democracy in Zambia will be
facilitated by multi-party politics only if the
parties are stronger and more policy-oriented than
any that have ever existed in Zambia - with the
possible exception of UNIP in some parts of the
country during the independence struggle - and
are willing to abide by the letter and spirit of the
laws of political competition. The best hope for
Zambia lies in a dominant party that unites
organized labor and the more progressive elements
within UNIP who have ties to the peasantry, and
that competes with - and is responsive to some
demands of - a more capitalistic opposition. But
it is not easy to see how such a party system
would emerge in the near future.

**********

MOZA:MBIQUE

by Ned Alpers and Kathie Sheldon
UCLA

In characteristically bold fashion,
Mozambique has taken the plunge towards
democratization and the creation of a pluralistic
political system. The formal process began with
an announcement by the twelve-member Political
Bureau of Frelimo on July 31, 1990, that it
favored moving the nation in this direction, even
though it claimed that the recent debate on a new
draft of the constitution revealed that a majority in
the country wished to retain a one-party state.
The issue was settled at the August 17-22, 1990,
meeting of the ISO-member Central Commission
on amending the constitution, which was
composed of a typically broad spectrum of
representatives from all ~tors of Mozambican
society. In perhaps the greatest political irony of
all (and symbolic of the way in which language
takes on new meaning in different, especially
political, contexts), the Frelimo government
announced that as part of Mozambique's transition
from a socialist one-party state to a multi-party
democracy the official name of the country would
be changed from the "People's Republic of
Mozambique" to the "Republic of Mozambique. "

Before we tum to the details of the new
constitution and what we think may lie ahead in
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the immediate future, let us take a brief look
backwards to try to determine how it is that this
dramatic change has come about so quickly and,
we might add, genuinely. First, as virtually every
Western observer has noted, there is the decade
long war waged against Frelimo, the state, and the
people of Mozambique by Renamo. To take only
two examples, a New York Times article (August
29, 1990) on this momentous change contended
that "a ruinous civil war prompts change," while
the Economist (September I, 1990) suggested
that Renamo "can claim, with good reason, that
the government's turnaround was a result of their
insurgency." It should be noted, however, that in
announcing the Political Bureau's decision on July
31, 1990, President Joaquim Chissano insisted
that ending the war was not the reason for taking
this decision, stating instead that the broader
domestic, regional, and international context "led
to reflections on democracy and the one-party
state" that influenced the thinking of the Political
Bureau. Even if we allow for political bias and
rhetoric on both sides, it seems clear to us that
while the war has unquestionably been a
precipitating factor in the process of
democratization in Mozambique, there is a long
history of struggle within Frelimo over the
content and direction of democratic participation
in the party that has significantly shaped this most
recent debate and its outcome. Successive party
congresses have reflected this internal conflict as
the party redefined itself and the nature of popular
participation in both its rank and file and its
leadership over the course of the last fifteen years.
To ignore this history and the genuine attempts by
Frelimo to democratize itself grants more credit to
Renamo than it deserves and seriously
misunderstands and misrepresents what is now
taking place in Mozambique.

What of the new constitution itself? An
early draft was introduced in January 1990 and
was widely discussed in neighborhood and
workplace groups throughout the country, as has
been the practice with previous legal changes.
The debates were thoroughly reported in Tempo,
Mozambique's weekly news magazine. The
Central Committee rewrote the draft based on
results from that debate, and submitted the new
draft to the People's Assembly (now the Assembly
of the Republic) where it was once again
discussed in detail during a special lengthy
legislative session (from October S to November
3). The assembly passed each of the 206 articles



separately, then voted on the document as a whole
on November I, giving it unanimous approval. It
took effect on November 30, 1990.

While the introduction of multiparty
elections and renaming Mozambique as the
Republic of Mozambique have aroused fears that
Mozambique is abandoning socialism, the
constitution is a model of progressive legal
protections. Elections are now by secret ballot.
The presidency, previously held by whoever was
president of Frelimo, will be a separate office.
Political parties must be national in scope (making
regional parties unconstitutional), and they are
forbidden from advocating or using violence to
alter the social or political order.

While the draft had called for the
Mozambican economy to rest on the market, this
was removed after the assembly debate. The
approved version describes the economy as being
based on "the value of labor, on market forces, on
the initiative of economic agents, on the
participation of all types of property, and on the
action of the state to regulate and promote
economic and social growth and development."
In an example of change from the original draft,
the state retains ownership of all land and controls
the distribution of title in accordance with
recognized inheritance and occupancy rights. The
original draft allowed the private ownership and
sale of land, and was strongly opposed by peasant
farmers who feared losing access to land to
wealthy land owners. The new constitution says
that land rights are not to be used to develop
economic domination or to privilege some to the
disadvantage of the majority.

The death penalty is once again abolished
- there was no death penalty at independence, but
it was introduced in 1979 as part of anti-terrorism
laws. The last execution took place in 1986.
Women and men are equal in all areas of politics,
economics, society, and culture. Newly
introduced freedoms of religion, assembly, and
press (added after strong lobbying efforts by local
journalists) expand the personal liberties of
Mozambicans.

Mass organizations such as the women' s
and youth organizations are no longer under the
political control of Frelimo, but are free to
develop new approaches to supporting the needs
of their constituencies. Workers are granted the
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right to strike, and employers are forbidden to
retaliate with lock-outs. Mozambican citizens are
now free to move around the country without
special permits (eliminating the guia de marcha
familiar to anyone who has traveled in
Mozambique). An article addressing ecological
issues states that "all citizens have the right to live
in a balanced environment, and the duty to defend
it. "

With over two hundred articles in the
constitution, these examples can only give a flavor
of the direction of political change in
Mozambique. Perhaps the larger question that
remains is to attempt to gauge where all this is
headed in the immediate future. There will be
elections in 1991 under the new constitution and
there will surely be a variety of political parties
that offer candidates under its terms. Already at
least two new parties have emerged: the frankly
racist, specifically anti-Asian Mozambican Liberal
and Democratic Party (PALMO), and the
Mozambique National Union (UNAMO), a
breakaway from Renamo that bases its regionalist
appeal on the north. But will there be an end to
the war and will Renamo be one of those new
political parties? For those of us who have been
committed supporters of Frelimo for many years,
it is difficult to see what appeal Renamo can have
for the citizens of Mozambique, since its strategy
has been to destroy the state and to terrorize its
people, and its political platform has been
essentially non-existent. Indeed, it has been
Renamo's reluctance to come to the peace
negotiations that has slowed the winding down of
the war in recent months, rather than any second
thoughts on the part of the government. Surely
the war must come to an end sometime, and soon,
but just how soon and under what conditions
remain questions as ineluctable as ever. As
always, however, the unpredictability of short
term events in South Africa may exercise no little
influence on events in Mozambique in the coming
months, but our expectation is that Mozambique
has set a course for itself from which it will not
turn back. In the broader context of southern
Africa, too, there is no question in our minds that
Frelimo represents the leadership that its
neighbors hope, and expect, to be in place in
Mozambique after the next elections. For its own
part, Frelimo, which has certainly made its share
of mistakes over the years, has worked actively to
open up all aspects of Mozambican society within
the constraints imposed upon it by the war itself.



Not everyone will agree with these changes, but
there is no question that they have set the stage for
the latest constitutional developments. As a
consequence, our guess is that Frelimo will still
be the ruling party in a democratized Mozambique
after the new elections take place, whether or not
Renamo participates in them and whether or not
peace has been achieved. How all of this plays
out in terms of Mozambique's relations with the
United States, especially in view of the current
state of affairs in the Middle East, probably
remains contingent upon events in South Africa.

Note: The authors are members of the
Mozambique Support Movement. Readers
seeking an excellent source of information on
current events in Mozambique should consult
Mozambiquefile, the monthly publication of AIM,
the Mozambique News Agency.

LmERIA

LmERIAN DEVASTATION
DEMANDS U.S. ATTENTION

by Jane J. Martin and Jo M. Sullivan

Since December 1989, civilians In

Liberia have been caught in a brutal civil war
characterized by bitter fighting and human rights
abuses. While it is difficult to know the exact
numbers, over 15,000 unarmed civilians,
including women and children, have been killed
and more than 10,000 have died of starvation.
More than one million people have been
displaced, including 850,000 who have fled to
Sierra Leone, Guinea, Cote d'Ivoire, and Ghana.

After a shaky cease-fire in late November
1990, much of the fighting has ended, although
many Liberian factions and individuals are still
armed. The ECOWAS forces in the country are
disarming the forces of Prince Johnson [a break
away faction of the main rebel group, National

. Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) of Charles
Taylor, which entered Liberia on Christmas Eve
1989] and the remaining Armed Forces of Liberia
(AFL) , the government soldiers. With some calm
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in Monrovia since December 1990, refugees are
slowly returning to their homes. But water and
electricity have not been restored, homes and
buildings are severely damaged, and most have
been looted. Government soldiers still roam some
areas at night, threatening and harassing civilians,
so security still lies ahead.

While the fighting continued in Liberia,
in late 1990 Liberian political parties and interest
groups in exile met in Banjul, The Gambia, to
form an interim government. They chose Dr.
Amos Sawyer as interim president and Lutheran
Bishop Donald Diggs as vice-president. They are
not eligible to run for elections planned for late
1991. Sawyer is a political scientist, the former
Dean of the College of Liberal Arts of the
University of Liberia, a graduate of Northwestern
University, and recently has been Executive
Director of the Association for Constitutional
Democracy (ACDL) in Liberia, a lobbying and
educational organization of Liberians in the
United States headquartered in Washington, D.C.
Although Prince Johnson has been cooperating
with the interim government and the ECOWAS
forces, Taylor still controls much of the interior
of Liberia and refuses to recognize Sawyer's
interim government. Both Sawyer and Taylor
have appointed cabinet ministers. Taylor's
broadcasts and press releases have criticized
Sawyer and others of not having a base within
Liberia and of being aligned with the "invaders"
of ECOWAS. Tired of the warfare and
devastation, some Liberians have accepted
Taylor's accusations. Areas that were bombarded
by the West African troops are also bitter about
their involvement in the fighting.

Refugees continue to escape Liberia,
flowing into border towns daily. Local
populations in these countries shared their scarce
resources with them and after a year of sheltering
many thousands, those countries and their citizens
are over-extended and in need of assistance
themselves. Relief efforts by Catholic Relief
Services, Doctors Without Borders (Medecins
Sans Frontieres-MSF Belgium), the Red Cross
and the UN High Commission on Refugees,
among others, are trying to meet the most basic
needs of the many thousands of refugees, but the
needs far outstrip supplies and funds. Doctors
Without Borders and Catholic Relief Services
continued to operate in the interior of Liberia
during the war, with great difficulty in receiving



and distributing aid, because of lack of
transportation. Other relief organizations and
missionary medical personnel are slowly returning
to Liberia to assist in reconstruction.

With no electricity or running water since
late June and a dwindling to nonexistent food
supply, people in Monrovia survived on rain
water and roots, boiled leaves and swamp grass,
with the lucky ones supplementing this with
teaspoons of rice. The International Red Cross
and the UN had sponsored refugee camps in
Monrovia, but pulled out last summer when
government soldiers raided these camps. Many
foreign embassies were evacuated. Airlines
suspended flights to the international airport in
June about the same time that telecommunications
to the capital were cut.

Media coverage of these events peaked in
August, just before Iraq invaded Kuwait.
Coverage has been nonexistent to minimal since.
This has been a serious blow to the international
response to assist Liberia. Even the United
Nations, which was to address the problems the
civil war had created, shelved them after the
invasion of Kuwait.

The U.S. response to the Liberian civil
war was to take a neutral position urging the
warring parties to come to a cease-fire agreement;
the U.S. also provided the use of their facilities in
Sierra Leone to hold discussion. Liberians are
bitter about the role of the United States. With
several thousand Marines off the coast of Liberia
last spring, many though that they would prevent
the onslaught of fighting on the capital. Except
for evacuating foreign nationals, they did nothing.

In the late fall, at the urging of Liberians,
American and relief agencies' pressure was put on
Burkina Faso, Cote d'Ivoire and Libya - countries
which had armed Charles Taylor's rebels. When
those arms and supplied were cut back, Taylor
began to talk with the other fighting factions.

The U.S. has pledged aid to refugees and
to Liberians within the country through existing
relief agencies with rice shipments and some
funds. In January, President Bush approved the
release of $6 million in emergency relief funds to
help those displaced as a result of the civil war.
Another $2.8 million was approved for ECOWAS
to be used only for non-lethal purposes in their
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peace-keeping efforts in Liberia. The U.S.
Marines have left Liberia and will be sent back to
their postings in the eastern Mediterranean.
Under Secretary of State Herman Cohen said in an
interview on Voice of America that the U.S.
would provide funds for reconstruction in Liberia
only if there were a democratic government in
place. Otherwise, they would provide only
humanitarian assistance.

What can activists do?

··The U.S. Committee on Refugees is
assisting Congressional representatives to draft the
Liberian Relief and Reconstruction Act to be
introduced in Congress in January 1991. Please
write to your representatives in support of this
Act.

··Liberians were not included in the
recent Immigration and Naturalization Act of
1990, although there were attempts to have them
included among the groups given "Delayed
Departure Status." Although they were supported
by House members, Senators insisted that
Liberians be deleted from the legislation. The
final bill did, however, contain a non-binding
recommendation to the INS to provide "temporary
protection" to Liberians. We urge you to write to
President Bush, the INS Commissioner, and
Senator Kennedy urging them to give Liberians
stranded in the U.S. "temporary protection" from
being deported. Their addresses are

Senator Edward M. Kennedy
Chair, Committee on Immigration and

Refugee Affairs
U.S. Senate, SR-315 Russell Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-4543 Fax: (202) 224-2417

Gene McNary, Commissioner
Immigration and Naturalization Service
425 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20536

President George Bush
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20500



··Listed below are organizations that are
actively involved in providing assistance in the
region. You may want to

- contact the organization of your choice
for information on their current activities,

- donate funds (earmarked "Liberian
Relief"),

WESTERN SAHARA

EFFORTS CONTINUE TO
RESOLVE THE CONFLICT IN

WESTERN SAHARA

1

contact government representatives
about U.S. aid to Liberia,

- urge local media to provide more news
coverage,

- pass this information on to others who
may be interested,

For more information contact:

••••••••••

(Editor's Note: On February 14 the three warring
Liberian factions announced in Togo an
agreement to form an interim government in
March 1991 and to allow the West African forces
to remain in control until then).

Catholic Relief Services

209 W. Fayette St.
Baltimore, MD 20201

(301) 625-2220

UN High Commission

on Refugees

1718 Conn. Ave. NW

Suite 200

Washington, DC 20009

(202) 387-8546

Jane J. Martin
Liberia Watch

African-American lost.

833 UN Plaza
New York, NY 10017

(212) 949-5666

Evangelical Lutheran Churches

in America

Division of Global Missions

8765 West Higgins Rd.

Chicago, IL 60631

(312) 380-2650

International Committee of

the Red Cross (lCRC)

League of Red Cross

Societies

780 Third Ave.

New York, NY

(212) 371-0770

Jo Sullivan
55 Sadler St.

LyDII, MA 01905

(617) 595-5926

12

by Anne Lippert
Ohio Northern University

A possible victim of the current Gulf
cnSlS may be the prompt administration of the
referendum on self-determination, agreed to in
principle by the Kingdom of Morocco and the
Polisario Front as early as 1981, as the means of
resolving their fifteen-year-old conflict concerning
the Western Sahara. In the following pages I will
summarize the conflict and attempts to resolve it,
and I will comment on the possible future of those
efforts at resolution.

mSTORICAL OVERVIEW

The war between Morocco and the
Polisario Front, begun in October 1975 with the
invasion of the then-Spanish Sahara by Moroccan
and Mauritanian troops and the resistance of the
Sahrawi Polisario Front, has drawn the peace
making attentions of the Organization for African
Unity and the United Nations for a decade and a
half. It has been hoped that UNIOAU officials
would be able to implement a referendum
(independence or integration with Morocco)
before the close of the final term of current U.N.
Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar, but as
the Gulf takes front stage, that hope seems to be
fading.

U.N. interest in the territory of Western
Sahara has been of long-term duration. In 1965
the United Nations called for the decolonization of
the Spanish Sahara and in 1966 that same body
called for self-determination of the peoples of the
Spanish Sahara through a referendum. By 1974 a
Spanish-planned referendum of the Sahrawis
regarding their sovereignty seemed a given, and
Spanish authorities had held a census to determine
who might vote. The Kingdom of Morocco
opposed that referendum and appealed its case for
rights to the territory, as did Mauritania, to the
International Court of Justice.



In May and June of 1975, a U.N.
Mission to Northwest Africa visited the Spanish
Sahara to study the views of the people of the
area. In October 1975 the International Court of
Justice issued its decision: neither of the claims to
the Spanish Sahara by Mauritania or Morocco
superseded the right to self-determination of the
Sahrawi people.

Not agreeing with that decision, Morocco
invaded the territory with its "peaceful" Green
March while its military took up positions in the
northern section of the Spanish Sahara. In
November and December 1975 the Mauritanian
military followed suit in the southern section of
the country.

Despite Spanish withdrawal from the
territory in February 1976 which accompanied the
signing over of its administration of the territory
to Mauritania and Morocco, a bitter war between
the Polisario Front and those invading forces
continued until Mauritania signed a peace treaty
with the Polisario Front, withdrawing its claims to
the territory and ceding its administrative rights to
the Polisario Front in 1979. Morocco
immediately annexed the regions of Western
Sahara formerly claimed by Mauritania and
continued its war against the Sahrawis.

A succession of "sand walls" outfitted
with electronic surveillance equipment, advanced
mobile unit equipment, and enlarged "no man's
land" mined areas were built by Morocco with
assistance from the U.S. and other allies from
1980 on, with the last emplacement erected in
1987. These walls effectively mark off about
three-fourths of the total area of the Western
Sahara. Deterioration of this system is a daily
occurrence due to sand storms and the natural
environment. Sahrawis have continued to escape
from the occupied interior of the Western Sahara
over the years.

In 1984, following a variety of efforts to
resolve the issue of the Western Sahara within the
context of the good offices of the Organization for
African Unity, that institution admitted the state
proclaimed by the Sahrawis/Polisario Front in
February 1976 at the time of the Spanish
withdrawal from the Spanish Sahara. Thus eight
years after declaring itself to be a state, the
Saharan Arab Democratic Republic became a
member of the OAU, and an OAU founding
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member - the Kingdom of Morocco - withdrew
from membership. Since 1984 the SADR has
continued to serve in the OAU with the SADR
being elected to offices in the structure of the
OAU over the years. During the OAU Annual
Summit meeting held in Addis Ababa on July 9
11, 1990, the SADR was named to the vice
presidency of the OAU, replacing Tunisia.

Since 1976 a total of 75 independent
nations from Asia, Africa, Europe, and North and
South America recognize the SADR as a sovereign
state. These recognitions include a variety of
nations, although the non-aligned, developing
nations form the preponderance of these nations.
The latest recognition was by Namibia on June
11, 1990. The SADR through its institutions and
those of the Polisario Front have ties with a
variety of groups including the European
Economic Community and the European
Parliament, non-governmental organizations for
humanitarian assistance from a number of
independent nations, a variety of governmental
bodies of nation states, and a number of
international organizations. SADR ambassadors
exercise their authority in a number of nations.
On July 14, 1990, the SADR issued its first two
postage stamps.

ATTEMPTS AT NEGOTIATED
SETTLEMENT BY THE UN/OAU

Since 1974 the United Nations had been
involved in yearly reports from the 4th Committee
(Decolonization) concerning the status of the
Western Sahara and from the mid-80s the
decolonization of Western Sahara was a
continuing agenda item for the General Assembly
Plenary meetings. In 1984 the General Assembly
called for a resolution of the conflict in Western
Sahara, and in 1985 the General Assembly called
for direct negotiations between the Kingdom of
Morocco and the Polisario Front. U.N.
Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar was
involved in active diplomacy in conjunction with
the Acting Chair of the Organization of African
Unity from 1984.

In 1987, following a series of meetings
with Moroccan and Polisario officials and with
heads of state in the region, Perez de Cuellar sent
a U.N. Technical (Civil and Military) Mission to
the occupied and liberated areas of Western Sahara
as well as to the capitals of other nations of the



region. Following the report of the Mission to
the U.N. Secretary-General, a planned visit by
Perez de Cuellar to the region was temporarily
aborted after a visit of President Kaunda of
Zambia, OAU Chair, to the nations of the region
in April 1988. Nevertheless, a joint peace plan of
the UNIOAU which included a cease-fire and
monitored referendum was fashioned and
presented to the interested parties in August 1988.
In November 1988, following agreement in
principle to the peace process outlined, the U.N.
Secretary-General named Hector Gross de Espiell
his special representative for the Western Sahara
with the approval of the U. N. Security Council.

Meetings between the interested parties
and UNIOAU officials continued in 1988 and
1989. In January 1989 a Polisario delegation met
twice with King Hassan of Morocco. In the same
year de Espiell visited Northwest Africa including
the territory of Western Sahara. Additional U. N.
officials, and members of the Technical
Commission, visited the Western Sahara in 1989
while U.N. Secretary-General Javier Perez de
Cuellar held a number of meetings with both
Polisario and Moroccan authorities in New York
and in North Africa. In June 1989 the Polisario
Front released 200 Moroccan prisoners of war.
Morocco refused to accept the repatriation of these
prisoners of war, some held for over a dozen
years.

On January 19, 1990, Johannes Manz
was named as the new U.N. special representative
for the Western Sahara, and in February he visited
both the occupied and liberated Western Sahara.
In March 1990 U.N. Secretary-General Javier
Perez de Cuellar again visited Northwest Africa
including the area of Western Sahara. A round of
visits by other U.N. officials to the interested
parties continued throughout the year.

On June 4-7, 1990, Johannes Manz
presided over the meeting of 38 Sahrawi notables
in Geneva who are assisting the Identification
Commission of the Technical Commission of the
UN/OAU. The group agreed to the 1974 census
and began the work of assembling the list of
eligible voters.

On June 20, 1990, the U.N. Secretary
General made public the joint plan of the
UNIOAU for the organization of the referendum
in Western Sahara. The plan includes a cease-fire
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followed six months later by the referendum on
self-determination. The Western Sahara will be
administered by the U.N. during this period and
during the three months following the
announcement of the results of the referendum.
The vote will be organized and controlled by the
U.N. with the assistance of civil, military, and
security units (MINURSO) under the authority of
Mr. Manz. Moroccan forces will be
appropriately, substantially, and progressively
reduced during the three months following the
cease-fire. Those remaining in the region will be
confined to their quarters as will Polisario army
members. An Amnesty Law will be promulgated
before the liberation of all political prisoners.

On June 27, 1990, the Security Council
of the U.N. accepted unanimously the plan of
U.N. Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar.
The U.N. Technical Commission under the
direction of Johannes Manz continued visits to the
region in July 1990. In October 1990 the U.N.
General Assembly called for continued efforts for
the decolonization of the Western Sahara and
asked for a report on the progress of the peace
plan at its 46th Session in 1991. Meetings with
the U. N. Secretary-General have continued with
the interested parties.

CURRENT STATUS

Moroccan intransigence in the face of the
peace plan continues. King Hassan II of the
Kingdom of Morocco continues to object to direct
negotiations with the Polisario Front. In his own
nation and in interviews outside the nation, the
King is quoted as saying that the Western Sahara
belongs to Morocco. According to current
reports, the plan envisioned by the UNIOAU for a
fair and free referendum for the Sahrawis is at a
standstill because of the lack of Moroccan
cooperation. Thus the period of the cease-fire, the
prelude to the referendum and the reduction of
Moroccan forces envisioned by the UNIOAU is
not yet in place.

In Morocco itself, there have been new
riots by the civilian population. The publication
of Christian Perrault's book in France, Notre ami
Ie roi, which describes the poor human rights
record of King Hassan caused a good deal of
flurry in Morocco and resulted in the
postponement of a visit by Danielle Mitterand,
wife of the French President, to Sahrawi refugee



camps. Her Foundation provides humanitarian
assistance to refugees and has provided some
assistance to the Sahrawis. An Amnesty
International Report, negative regarding human
rights in Morocco and which specifically mentions
Sahrawi detainees of the Moroccan government,
was labeled as lies by the Kingdom of Morocco.

Morocco continues to play the double
game, sending a token force to the Gulf to oust
Iraq from Kuwait, while retaining large military
and civilian forces in occupied Western Sahara
and preventing the free and fair referendum
demanded by world bodies as the peaceful
resolution to the conflict in Western Sahara.

COMMENTS

What is ironic about the discussion in the
U.S. over the Gulf conflict is that the invasion of
a nation by another is a primary reason given for
our presence in the Gulf. At the same time,
although the U.S. has recently supported efforts
of the United Nations to resolve the conflict in
Western Sahara, it has a documentable history of
assisting Morocco in its efforts to invade and hold
the territory of Western Sahara.

Since the United Nations is now
particularly involved in attempts to avoid the
outbreak of war in the Gulf, since the Security
Council of the U.N. is focussed on that region
rather than on the resolution of the Western
Saharan conflict, since resources for administering
the referendum in the Western Sahara are in
question because of the Gulf conflict, and since
Morocco has not accepted the UNIOAU plan for
the referendum, it appears that there will be little
action on resolution of the conflict in Western
Sahara anytime soon.

What members of ACAS can do,
however, is to contact U.S. authorities, reminding
them of the situation of the Western Sahara, and
asking for their consistent opposition to any
aggression of one nation by another. ACAS
members can ask members of Congress and of the
Bush Administration that the U.S. effectively use
its influence to bring Morocco to accept the peace
plan of the UNIOAU, thus ending a long-standing
injustice. Any atrocities committed in Kuwait by
invading forces have been matched and surpassed
by the atrocities committed by Moroccan forces
against the Sahrawi people during the 15 + years
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of war in the Western Sahara and by Moroccan
civil and armed forces security personnel against
those Sahrawis now incarcerated in Morocco or
prevented from leaving that nation. Without
continued effort by those committed to the
decolonization of the Western Sahara, the self
determination of the Sahrawi people will remain
stymied.

**********

GUINEA
ANTI-GOVERNMENT SENTIMENT

PERMEATES DECEMBER 1990
REFERENDUM

by Fatownata Downbouya
Conakry, Guinea

It has been thirty years since British
Prime Minister Harold Macmillan warned the
imperial powers that the "wind of change" was
blowing across the African continent and that
decolonization was a certainty. Today there is
again talk of the gathering storm as African states
long dominated by one party or one person are
responding to popular pressures for· democratic
change. While some states (e.g. Gabon, Benin,
Ivory Coast, Nigeria) have resigned themselves to
the inevitable and, like their colonial
predecessors, are loosening the reins of power,
others (e.g. Kenya, Zaire, Morocco, Equatorial
Guinea) are tightening their grip in a last ditch
attempt to stay in the saddle. The canniest of the
bitter-enders are rushing to construct democratic
facades that will camouflage their continuing
monopolization of power. Such is the case of
Guinea-Conakry.

During the month of December 1990,
helmeted paramilitary police equipped with AK-47
assault rifles patrolled the streets of Conakry.
Periodically, MIG fighter planes broke the sound
barrier as they circled low over the city. The
Military Committee for National Rectification
(CMRN), which seized power in an April 1984
coup, was preparing the people of Guinea for an
"exercise in democracy." State-controlled Radio
Television Guinea (RTG) broadcast daily
harangues urging the population to go to the polls



on December 23 to vote "yes" to the regime's
constitutional law project, "yes to the CMRN."

The new constitution, or the Loi
Fondamentale, was written in secret by a
COmmJSSlon appointed by the military
government. The text, composed of ninety-six
articles, was released only two weeks before the
national referendum. The ten days preceding the
vote saw a flurry of government activity: highly
publicized meetings with peasants, workers, and
government functionaries as the president and his
entourage made a whistle-stop tour of the country,
touting the constitution as a democratic document
that will bring to an end six and a half years of
military rule.

The plebiscite, publicly promoted as an
opportunity to endorse the government's project
rather than a forum for free choice, has in fact
provided a popular mandate for five more years of
military rule. The last few paragraphs of the 80
page document indicate that the fundamental
rights and liberties described in the new
constitution will not be applicable until one year
after its adoption. Moreover, the constitution
provides for a transition period of up to five years
before the first presidential and legislative
elections are held. 10 the interim, the country will
be governed by a non-elected president, most
certainly the current president, General Lansana
Conte, and the Transitional Council for National
Rectification (CTRN), which will replace the
CMRN. The composition and powers of the
CTRN will be determined by the current military
regIme.

If and when the new constitution takes
effect, tremendous powers will be concentrated in
the hands of the country's president. The
president appoints - and can remove - all
government ministers, judges, civil servants, and
military officers. The president can declare a state
of siege or emergency, dissolve the National
Assembly and call for new elections, and take any
measures deemed necessary to defend the
country's territorial integrity or to maintain public
order. 10 a country where the vast majority of the
population is non-literate and lives in the rural
areas, and where radio and television are state
controlled, the thirty-day limitation on
presidential campaigns blatantly favors the
incumbent. The stipulation that all candidates for
presidential or legislative office must be the
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candidates of officially-sanctioned political parties
- limited by the constitution to two - gives the
ruling group inordinate powers to determine what
views mayor may not be expressed and which
individuals mayor may not run for office.

As anticipated, the government's
constitutional law project was overwhelmingly
approved. The polls closed at 6 PM on December
23. By 8:30 PM, Radio-Television Guinea had
reported a 100 percent turnout in the Kissidougou
Prefecture, which includes scores of small villages
without road or telephone access. Judging from
the census conducted under rushed conditions a
month previously, no deaths had occurred in the
prefecture, and no one was away from home on
voting day. On December 25, government
officials, who had amassed and counted more than
3 million votes from hamlets, villages, and cities
in record time, announced a 97.4 percent voter
turnout. Some 98.7 percent of those voting had
said "yes" to the new constitution.

No international observers witnessed the
referendum process, which was under government
control from the beginning to the final vote count.
While international radio broadcasts, relying
exclusively on government sources, did not
indicate whether the vote was fair or free, the
local population reported widespread intimidation
and irregular voting procedures. Opponents of
the constitutional law project had no access to
state-controlled radio and television and no right
to hold public meetings. Huge segments of the
population were disenfranchised through the
rushed, haphazard census and the selective
distribution of voter registration cards.
Disgruntled intellectuals and university students
claimed that government officials charged with
distributing the cards skipped over households
they thought might vote "no." 10 a country where
ethnic and family connections are the single most
important factor in determining one's
employment, housing, and material situation,
government-appointed neighborhood leaders
lavished voter registration cards upon family and
friends and withheld cards from perceived
political adversaries. Malinke and Peulh residents
reported threats of eviction and fear of violent
retribution from Susu neighbors if it became
known that they voted against the government
project. (The military government is heavily
dominated by members of the Susu ethnic group).



At the polling stations, uniformed
police, local government officials, and
predominantly Susu neighborhood leaders stood
watch over the ballot boxes. No government
opponents or outside observers took part in the
monitoring process. Eye witnesses report that at
some stations police officers instructed voters to
insert the white "yes" ballots into the envelopes
and to discard the blue "no"
ballots. The police looked on as the voters
followed their instructions and deposited their
"yes" ballots into the ballot box. At other
stations, government officials had simpli fied the
process. The envelopes were handed out already
stuffed with white "yes" ballots. Voting took
place in the open. Those who dared to vote •no·
had to publicly request the blue ballots and cast
their votes under the eyes of police, government,
and neighborhood officials. At least one voter
admitted that the process dissuaded him from
voting "no." Rather than vote "yes" under
pressure, he cautiously slipped the white ballot
from the envelope and stuffed the empty envelope
into the ballot box.

In another instance, a voter asked the
government representative at his side to leave the
area while he selected his ballot and voted. In
disbelief, the official hesitated, until he was again
asked to leave. Backing off a few yards, he
turned to watch the ballot selection, but his vision
was blocked by the voter's wife who placed
herself square in front of him. At the same
polling station, a voter was asked why his wife
had not yet voted. Upon replying that she was
busy, the voter was told that as the family head he
could go ahead and vote on her behalf. (This
procedure was a blatant violation of Article 8 of
the new Lei Fondamentale, which states that men
and women have equal rights before the law).

The results of the December 23
referendum belie deep disenchantment with
Guinea's military regime. Anti-government
slogans have been scrawled across the walls lining
the main road to the center of the capital. The
people's billboards read: "Down with the
CMRN; " "Down with the Government of
Thieves, " referring to rampant corruption
permeating all ranks of government; "Vive the
RPG," referring to the underground and exiled
Assembly of Guinean People, led by Ivory Coast
based Alpha Conde. In November, three RPG
adherents were tried, convicted, and imprisoned
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for distribution of "seditious" documents. Shortly
after sentencing, the defendants' attorney,
Christian Sow, was detained and held without
charge until released under pressure from the
international community.

The name of Sekou Toure, spoken only
in whispers since the military coup, has been
rehabilitated by popular initiative. Despite the
attempt by the CMRN to erase his name from
Guinean history books, the trade union and
nationalist leader who led Guinea to independence
in 1958, the president of Guinea until his death in
March 1984, has become a symbol of opposition
to the military regime. Cassette recordings of his
fiery speeches are a hot item on the local market.
Government functionaries crowd into cars parked
outside their office buildings to listen to the
speeches during business hours. The boldest
citizens sport buttons featuring Sekou Toure's
photograph.

Given state control of the media, the
opposition must communicate its message through
other means. Skeptical of RTG and Horoya (the
official organ of the CMRN and the only source
of printed news), people resort to the streets for
information. Dubbed "Radio Bamboo,"
Conakry's rumor mill is astonishingly quick and
accurate.

Since April 1990, one of the few public
voices of opposition has been that of Ba
Mamadou, a sixty year old retired World Bank
employee, now an independent consultant in
Conakry. Because of his prominent international
connections, Ba Mamadou is considered by most
observers to be somewhat protected from official
retribution. His typed tracts, appearing
sporadically at first, by December had become
Conakry's unofficial daily newspaper. Every
morning, small groups of people cluster outside
his office, waiting for the latest edition, which is
rapidly photocopied and systematically spread
across the city. Passing from hand to hand, the
tracts are devoured on street comers and in
government offices. Mom and Pop photocopy
shops well the papers for thirty cents a piece.
Providing devastating critiques of governmental
corruption, nepotism, ethnic chauvinism, and
dictatorial practices, Ba's tracts have increasingly
focused on the Lei Fondamentale. His exposes of
the constitutional charade were virtually the only



cntlque available to the public before the
December 23 vote.

Shortly before the referendum, a group of
200 people calling themselves the Committee to
Vote No, signed a statement opposing the new
constitution. This was followed by a call from the
newly formed Union of Democratic Forces of
Guinea (UFDG) for a nationwide general strike on
December 20. Under the banner, "No work. No
transport. No market. No to the Loi
Fondamentale," the UFDG urged Guineans to
"Bar the route to the dictatorship that advances
under the guise of the Lei Fondamentale." On the
evening of December 19, Radio-Television
Guinea broadcast sharp warnings in all the
national languages: disruption would not be
tolerated. On the morning of the 20th, military
trucks patrolled the streets, and business continued
as usual.

Despite the preoccupation with the
constitutional law project, popular dissension has
not been limited to opponents of the Loi
Fondamentale. On October 27, all 4,500 students
at the University of Conakry went on strike, soon
to be joined by their colleagues in Kankan, Boke,
and Faranah. In Conakry, the students exposed
appalling conditions at the university. The library
had no books, the laboratories no equipment.
Many of the departments were seriously
understaffed, and a large proportion of the
teaching personnel was seriously underqualified.
The toilets were broken, and there was no running
water in the dorms. Electricity was non-existent
in either the dorms or in the classrooms. As a
state-run institution, the university had historically
provided free room and board to all who passed
the entrance exam. In 1990, the cafeteria was
privatized, dorm rooms rented for a fee, and a
system of differential scholarships introduced that
provided only the best students with funds
sufficient for food and lodging. The students
demanded the rectification of the substandard
conditions, as well as the reinstitution of free
room and board for all university students.

While the government claimed that it had
no money to meet student demands, the students
were doing their homework. If the CMRN sold
just one of the dozens of spare Mercedes Benzes
parked in the government garage, it could equip
all of the university laboratories. The siphoning
of funds by high level government officials was
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documented by the students, who provided
photocopies of cancelled checks. They
supplemented their claims with the moral
authority of the Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Guinea, who declared that government officials
must learn the difference between the public
treasury and their own pockets.

On November 22, frustrated by the
government's lack of response, university students
in Conakry urged high school students to join
their protest. At Donka high school, the
paramilitary police were called in to break up a
demonstration. Without warning, they fired live
ammunition into the crowd, killing two students.
Following this show of force, the government
made a single concession. At some unspecified
time in the future, it would make a grant
equivalent to $280,000 to be divided between the
universities of Conakry, Kankan, Kindia,
Faranah, and Boke. Criticizing the government's
failure to specify when and how the money would
be spent, as well as the pitifully inadequate nature
of the allocation, students in Conakry pointed out
that a government minister had recently helped
himself to nearly the same sum in order to build a
mansion across the university. Moreover, the
government had just spent the equivalent of $9
million to renovate the national stadium, which
the students described as a mockery of national
priorities.

Calling for a "blank" academic year
rather than a "blank" future, students in Conakry
voted to continue the strike until their demands
were met. (Elsewhere students resumed classes
after the government's concession in late
November). The government warned that if the
students had not returned to class by December 1,
the university would be closed and the students
evicted from the premises. On December 1, the
military occupied the campus. Refusing to let
their strike be broken by the dispersal of their
ranks across the country, the students sought
refuge with families and friends in Conakry.
They set up an ad hoc communication network,
meeting every Friday at the Grand Mosque and
every Sunday at the Catholic Church.

On December 5, junior and senior high
school students in Conakry struck with their own
set of demands. In the course of demonstrations
over the next several days, one student and a
passerby were shot dead by the paramilitary



police. Ultimately, the junior and senior high
school students returned to class without having
achieved any of their goals. However, the strike
at the university continues. (Publicly
remonstrating the university students, whom the
government has consistently referred to as
"children," the Minister of Education told them to
carry on with their strike; the ministers' children
were all receiving their education abroad).

The students' strike is reflective of more
widespread disenchantment among the country's
youth. For the past six years, every university
graduating class has joined the ranks of the
nation's unemployed. IMF and World Bank-
sponsored structural adjustment programs,
initiated in 1986, have been synonymous with
massive lay-offs, the closing of state enterprises,
and the pauperization of large sections of Guinea's
population of six million. In February 1989,
6000 government employees were forced to take
early retirement, while 30,000 more were simply
laid off. Those Guineans who are lucky enough
to have formal employment take home an average
monthly wage of $21, while government ministers
build costly villas, "privatize" state enterprises
and farms, and roar through the streets in
chauffeur-driven Mercedes Benzes.

The Guinean economy is in shambles.
The World Bank and IMF-induced dismantling of
the state sector has not been accompanied by the
compensatory development of a private sector.
Discouraged by rampant government corruption
and bureaucratic roadblocks, more foreign
investors have left Guinea over the past few years
than have invested. The IMF considered the
situation so hopeless that it refused to renew the
accords that expired in July 1990. Clearly,
Guinea is a country in crisis. The government's
December 23 referendum charade has only masked
mounting popular discontent and postponed the
day of reckoning.

**********
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ZAIRE

HOPE FADES FOR DEMOCRATIC
ELECTIONS IN ZAIRE

by Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja
Howard University

A year has passed since the wind of
multiparty democracy now sweeping over Africa
reached the center of the continent, in Zaire.
Challenged by a restless population to show why
his one-party rule should not follow the way of its
original model in Eastern Europe, President
Mobutu Sese Seko responded with what he called
"perestroika, Zairian style." This consisted in
asking all citizens and groups to write
memorandums stating their critiques of the
Mobutuist system and their proposals for change.
To his dismay, the Zairian dictator learned that
from the standpoint of the overwhelming majority
of our people, he was the problem. The solution,
accordingly, was his departure from power and a
return to a multiparty democratic system of
government.

A shrewd Machiavellian, Mobutu
decided to swallow his pride and play the game of
multipartyism, given its growing popularity in
Africa and its espousal as a new conditionality in
external assistance circles. On April 24, 1990, he
announced the liberalization of the political
system, the separation of the ruling party - the
People's Revolutionary Movement (MPR) - from
the state, and, while sobbing, his own resignation
as MPR' s chief. Three parties were to be
allowed, and he would present himself as a
candidate for presidential elections in 1971 as an
independent. He virtually declared himself the
country's emperor, as he would henceforth be
above the fray as the supreme arbiter of the
political game and the nation's last rampart
against disintegration and chaos.

The arrogance of these pronouncements
and subsequent events like the Lubumbashi
massacre of May 1990 (see ACAS Bulletin, Fall
1990) were to show that Mobutu' s sobs were



nothing but crocodile tears. Mindful of the fate
that usually awaits corrupt dictators of his kind
(Marcos, Baby Doc, Ceausescu), he adopted a
complex strategy of phony multipartyism, terror,
and economic chaos for purposes of prolonging
his rule. This strategy combined with a favorable
conjuncture in which the world was preoccupied
with the crisis in the Persian Gulf - and one that
involved Mobutu's Zaire as a member of the
majority in UN Security Council resolutions - to
strengthen his ability to outmaneuver the
opposition at home and dilute the impact of his
critics abroad.

Like Abdou Diouf in Senegal, Felix
Houphouet-Boigny in Cote d'Ivoire, and Omar
Bongo in Gabon, Mobutu knows well that one
may have multipartyism without democracy. As
long as opposition parties are allowed to exist and
to contest regularly held elections, one is likely to
pass the test of democracy as defined by those
who supposedly ought to know what democracy is
all about, namely, the major Western powers and
international financial institutions. In a visit to
Kinshasa in December 1990, U.S. Representative
Stephen Solarz (D-NY) is reported to have stated
that all that matters for him is that elections are
held; he doesn't care who wins, whether it is
Mobutu, Tshisekedi, Ileo, or another candidate.

If there is nothing wrong with this as a
statement of democratic principles, one wonders
how Mr. Solarz can seriously believe that a
dictator can hold free and fair elections and take
the risk of running against democratic forces. A
measure of Mobutu's fear of genuine opposition
and the democracy movement in Zaire is his
sudden conversion to "integral multipartyism" or
a limitless number of parties once he realized that
he would have a better chance of prolonging his
rule in a crowded political field. Over 80 political
parties are known to exist today, with more than
half of them reportedly being funded by Mobutu
himself. In a situation in which the ruling party
continues to control the state apparatus all over
the country and to intimidate the population, there
is no hope of free and fair elections, even in the
presence of international observers. For the pre
election period would have already done the
damage by preventing the opposition from
organizing and campaigning freely while making
voter registration subject to all kinds of
manipulation.
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This is the message that Mr. Etienne
Tshisekedi wa Mulumba, a prominent opposition
leader, left with the U.S. State Department last
November, when he was in Washington for the
International Conference on "Prospects for
Democracy in Zaire" held on November 16 at
Howard University under the co-sponsorship of
the Center for Research on Zaire, Howard
University's Department of African Studies, the
International Center for Development Policy, and
the Rainbow Lobby. The major opposition parties
represented at the conference and at the November
17 meeting of over 100 Zairian exiles have taken
the position that Mobutu's departure from the
political scene is the sine qua non of genuine
change toward democracy. They are calling for a
boycott of the presidential and parliamentary
elections that Mobutu plans to hold this year.
This is the position that all those who favor
democracy in Zaire should support.

**********



ACASNEWS

POLITICAL ACTION COl\1MlTTEE
The ACAS Political Action Committee is looking for feedback on what kinds of

activities we can reasonably expect members to support at a time when so much energy
is focused on the war in the Gulf. We have listed below some planned and proposed
work that ACAS members could get involved with. Please contact Kevin Danaher or
Susanne Riveles (addresses below) with ideas you may have on ways to focus ACAS
political activity.

- On March 11 in Washington DC there will be a briefing for major U.S.
educational organizations on the human rights situation of academics in Africa,
highlighting individual cases of human rights violations in more than 16 countries. For
more information, contact Susanne Riveles.

- Global Exchange is sponsoring a nationwide speaking tour of Barry
Kistnasamy, a South African medical doctor and organizer for NAMDA (National
Medical and Dental Association) which is the progressive alternative to the conservative
South African Medical Association. The goals of the tour are to educate Americans
and build direct links between U.S. organizations and grassroots health projects in
South Africa. People interested in helping organize events in their community, please
contact Kevin Danaher.

- Susanne has suggested that it would be relatively easy for ACAS members to
plug into Amnesty International's Urgent Action network. One possibility is that we
could focus on cases of academic freedom being violated.

- One possible activity that could utilize ACAS expertise would be for us to
prepare briefing packets on particular African countries for local educators to use
during teach-ins and community education. These could be useful but it wouldn't make
sense to produce them if no one is actually going to use them. We need feedback on
this.

ACAS Political Action Committee

Susanne Riveles
9007 Garland Ave.
Silver Springs, MD 20901
(202) 544-0200

Kevin Danaher
Global Exchange

2141 Mission St., Rm. 202
San Francisco, CA 94110

(415) 255-7296

*********
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SUMMARY OF ACAS MEETINGS
AT BALTIMORE ASA CONFERENCE

ACAS held four meetings during the ASA conference in Baltimore from
November 1-4, 1990. In addition to the general meeting on Friday, November 2, there
was a Board meeting and two Executive Committee meetings. Here is information
from them to be disseminated to the general membership.

1. Changes in the Exec and Board. David Groff resigned as Executive
Secretary and Lee Cokorinos resigned as Co-Chair of the Political Action Committee.
Ed Ferguson agreed to replace David, and Keven Danaher will assume the position
vacated by Lee.

It was agreed that the position of Membership Development would be absorbed
into that of Executive Secretary.

Ahmed Samatar agreed to replace Bill Minter as Co-Chair of the Research
Committee in Fall 1991.

Outgoing Board members Teresa Smith and Bill Bigelow were replaced by
Robert Manley of Seton Hall University, and Meredith Turshen of Rutgers University.
David Groff was appointed to the Board.

Thanks were expressed for the ACAS work done by those persons vacating their
positions.

2. "New Blood" Commission. It was observed that new issues are on the Africa
agenda for the 1990s and they present ACAS with the opportunity to move to a new
phase of activity. It was agreed that a strong effort should be made in Winter and
Spring 1991 to identify individuals from our membership who would like to contribute
to this effort by assuming positions of responsibility in our organization. David Wiley,
Jim Mittelman, and Catharine Newbury were asked to form a commission to recruit
this "new blood. "

3. Political Action and Research Committee. PAC will continue ongoing work
on Southern Africa, and support of academic freedom and human rights in Africa,
while Research Committee will continue to facilitate communication between outside
organizations seeking assistance and those of our members with that expertise. New
goals for 1991 may be set. (See the above article).

4.Amendments and Resolutions. It was agreed that at the ASA Business
Meeting, ACAS would introduce a friendly amendment to the proposed ASA resolution
on the academic boycott of South Africa, and a resolution urging U.S. reentry to
UNESCO.

5. Panels for 1991 ASA Meeting. These six panels will be set up by ACAS for
the ASA meeting next October in St. Louis:
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a. Racism and Poverty: U.S. & Africa. Nancy Klepper, Chair
b. Debt Problemjn Africa. Tetteh Kofi, Chair
c. Academic Freedom in Africa. Julius Ivhonbere, Chair
d. Liberia. Robert Manley, Chair
e. Destabilization in Southern Africa. Carol Thompson, Chair
f. South Africa. Bill Martin, Chair

**********

FORTHCOMING ACAS BULLETIN

Julius Ivhonbere will be the coordinator of our Fall 1991 special issue on
Academic Freedom in Africa. Members interested in contributing to that issue should
contact him by late April at Department of Political Science, University of Toronto,
100 St. George Street, Toronto M5S IA I, Canada. Telephone: (416) 978-3343. Fax:
(416) 978-5566.

KENYA: POLITICALLY-MOTIVATED
CHARGES DROPPED

AGAINST HUMAN RIGHTS LAWYER

ACAS responded in early November to a request from the Lawyers Committee
for Human Rights that letters be sent to the President, Attorney General, and other
Kenyan officials to protest government harrassment of Pheroze Nowrojee, a prominent
Nairobi human rights lawyer. Contempt of court charges were brought against
Nowrojee who represents two clients disliked by the Kenyan government: Herma
Muge, the wife of Bishop Alexandre Muge who died under suspicious circumstances in
mid-August after irritating the authorities with criticism of government policies, and
Gitobu Imanyara, the publisher and editor of the outspoken magazine, The Nairobi
Law Monthly. The magazine is now banned for the first time in Kenya's legal history.

Much to our delight, Nowrojee was acquitted of contempt of court charges on
December 4, 1990, because of strong domestic and international support. Over one
hundred lawyers attended his trial in a show of solidarity. In addition, trial observers
from the International Bar Association, the International Commission of Jurists, the
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American Bar Association, and the Bar Association of the City of New York travelled
to his trial.

Here is the letter that ACAS sent to the Kenyan President, Attorney General,
Commissioner of Police, and Ambassador to the U. S., as well as the U. S. Ambassador
in Nairobi:

November ZO, 1990

His Excellency the Honorable Daniel arap Moi
President ofthe Republic of Kenya
Office ofthe President
PO Box 30501
Nairobi, Kenya

Your Excellency,

On behalf of the Association of Concerned Africa Scholars, an organization representing some
300 professionals in African studies in the United States, I write to apress concern over recent actions
taken by your government against Gitobu Imanyara and Pheroze Nowrojee.

It is our view that banning the Nairobi Law Monthly, detaining its editor, Gitobu Imanyara,
and charging his lawyer, Pheroze Nowrojee, with contempt and possible imprisonment are serious
violations of their democratic rights. Indeed, we are dismayed that Attorney-General Matthew Muli has
instituted contempt proceedings against Pheroze Nowrojee and has called for his imprisonment because
he represents an unpopular client and cause. Such representation, in our view, is absolutely necessary in
a democratic society.

We are concerned that your government is not complying with Anicle 19 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights - to which the government of Kenya is a state party. As you must
/aww, Your Excellency, Anicle 19 guarantees the right to freedom of expression and states that "this
right shall include the freedom to seek, receive and impan infonnation and ideas of all kinds, regardless
offrontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in thefonn ofan, or through any other media. "

Your £:leellency, we appeal to your government to respect and adhere to the nonns of a
democratic society by ceasing to harass Gitobu Imanyara and by dropping contempt charges against his
lawyer, Pheroze Nowrojee.

Thank you.
Yours sincerely,
Ed Ferguson
Executive Secretary
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AFRICA AND THE GULF WAR:
ACAS BRIEFING PACKET AVAILABLE

As ACAS members are well aware, there has been little if any coverage of
African reactions to the Gulf war and the impact of the war on Africa. In response to
local needs, Bill Martin of ACAS I Research Committee compiled a packet of initial
reactions and assessments. This proved useful especially for leaflets, discussions, and
especially workshops involving Africans and African-Americans.

Other ACAS members requested this material. The packet now comprises 36
pages and is dated February 12, 1991. It collates basic documents covering, among
others: early war reactions in South Africa by the major resistance organizations (via
fax), material on the South African government's involvement (most notably in
supplying the world's best artillery to Iraq, as well as rumors of assistance in building
Saddam Hussein's bunker), the in/direct cost of the war for all of Africa given changes
in oil and other commodity prices, and press and popular reaction on the continent.
South/southern Africa coverage is most extensive. Almost all of these materials
provide commentary on U.S. imperialism and the racist character of the war.

If members would like a copy please send $2.50 payable to Bill Martin (to
cover mailing and photocopy costs) to: Bill Martin, ACAS Research Committee, 326
Lincoln Hall, 702 Ss. Wright St., Urbana, IL 61801.

OMISSION
We omitted the source for the article in our last issue by Jane Hunter, "Ignoring

Zaire," which critically analyses the news on Zaire (or lack of it) in the New York
Times.

The article is reproduced from Lies of Our Times (LOOT), a monthly
magazine of media criticism produced by the Institute for Media Analysis, New York
City. "'Our Times' are the times we live in," say the publishers, "but also the words
of the New York Times. the most cited news medium in the U.S., our paper of
record. Our 'Lies' are more than literal falsehoods; they encompass subjects that have
been ignored, hypocrisies, misleading emphases, and hidden premises - the biases
which systematically shape reporting... We hope LOOT will go a long way toward
correcting the record."

Subscriptions ($24/year) should be sent to Sheridan Square Press, Inc., 145
West 4th St., New York, NY, 10012.

Jan Hunter is editor of Israeli Foreign Affairs. an independent monthly
publication with regular coverage on Africa. It is available for $20/year from P.O.
Box 19580, Sacramento, CA 95819. Back issues are $2 each.
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SOUTH AFRICA NOW

South Africa Now, a weekly television magazine highlighting news from and
about South Africa, is available on the following channels in cities across the U.S. If
you are not able to receive this broadcast, contact your nearest PBS station and urge
them to subscribe to this news service.

New York City, WNYC, Channel 31, Wednesday, 10 pm
Washington, DC, WETA, Channel 26, Tuesday, 11 pm, Friday 2 pm
Washington, DC, WHMM, Channel 32, Wednesday, 8:00 pm
Los Angeles, KCET, Channel 28, Sunday, 9 am
Boston, WGBX, Channel 44, Sunday, 11 pm
Boston, BNN, Channel 3, Monday 6:30 pm
Springfield (MA), WGBY, Channel 59, Saturday 10:30 am
San Francisco, KQED, Channel 9, Wednesday, 8 pm
San Francisco, KQEC, Channel 32, Friday, 8:30 pm
Philadelphia, WHYY, Channel 12, Sunday, 12:30 pm
Chicago, WTTW, Channel 11, Sunday, 10:30
Champaign-Urbana, WILL, Channel 12, Saturday, 11 am
Detroit, WTVS, Channel 56, Sunday 2 pm
Syracuse, WCNY, Channel 24, Saturday, 6 pm
Minneapolis/St. Paul, KTCI, Channel 17, Wednesday, 7:30
St. Louis, KETC, Channel 9, Sunday, 1 pm
Denver, KBDI, Channel 12, Thursday, 10 pm, and Sunday, 6:30 pm
Seattle, KCTS, Channel 9, Sunday, 11 pm, and Saturday, 12:30 pm
Milwaukee, WMVT, Channel 36, Sunday, 5:30 pm
Madison, WHA, Cable 33, Saturday, 8:30 pm, and Tuesday, 9 pm
Indianapolis, WFYI, Channel 20, Sunday, 1:30 pm
Miami, WPBT, Channel 2, Monday, 1:30 am
E. Lansing, WKAR, Cbannel23, Sunday, 12:30 pm
St. Thomas (Virgin Islands), WTIX, Channel 12, Saturday, 6:30 pm
Cleveland, WVIZ, Cbannel25, Sunday, 4:30 pm
New Hampshire Network, Saturday, 11 am
North Carolina Network, Monday, 7 am
Iowa Public Television, Monday, 11:30 pm
Vermont ETV, Saturday, 3:30 pm

Nationally:
Vision Interfaith Satellite Network (VISN), Saturday E/2, P/12
Serving Cable Outlet Systems in 40 states, Saturday, 6 pm, 12 am EST
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THE FIRST AFRICAN-AFRICAN AMERICAN
SUMMIT

An historic event will take place in Cote d'Ivoire on April 9-12, 1991. At that
time, the First African - African American Summit ever held will be convened. The
Summit will be hosted by President Felix Houphouet-Boigny and the Government of
Cote d'Ivoire. About twenty African heads of state are expected to participate, as well
as a wide cross-section of African American leaders such as the Honorable William
Gray III, Dr. Dorothy Height, Dr. Benjamin Hooks, Rev. Jesse Jackson, and Dr.
Joseph Lowrey. Other African leaders and representatives from over fifty major U.S.
businesses will be there also focusing on how a blueprint of strategy might be
developed to accelerate solutions to the many pressing human needs facing the millions
of poor people of Africa.

For more information, contact Rev. Leon H. Sullivan, 5040 East Shea Blvd.,
Phoenix, AZ 85254-4610; telephone (602) 443-1800, (800) 835-3530; fax (602) 443
1824.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Call to Dialoeue on the Future of Sudan. The African Studies Program and
African Students Union at Ohio University will host a weekend forum April 6-7 on the
current desperate situation of Sudan. Those interested in participating in this
conference should contact: Steve Howard, 175 East State Street, Athens, OH 45701;
614/594-2480.

WorldTeach offers an eight week summer program, beginning June 10, to experience
first-hand Kenyan development and education in action. Activities include time in a
Harambee school, home-stay in a village, language study (Swahili), and more. The fee
is $4,250 which includes airfare, room and board, and Swahili instruction. Application
deadline is April 15. For more information and applications contact: WorldTeach,
Phillips Brooks House, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 02138; 617/495-5527.

Mut-Moksons Ltd is distributing audio cassettes of more than 50 of Nigeria's greatest
performing artists, including King Sunny Ade & The New African Beat, General
Prince Adekunle & His Supersonic Sounds, Monday John, Bode Akinwowo, and the
gospel music of the Good Women's Choir. Orders can be filled within 72 hours.
There is a shipping charge of $4, whether one purchases one cassette for $7 or ten or
more for $5.50 each. For a free listing of the artists available, please send a stamped,
self-addressed envelope to: Mut-Moksons Ltd. USA, 1525 Aviation Blvd., Suite 415,
Redondo Beach, CA 90278.

27



Institute for International Cooperation and Development offers solidarity work
programs to Angola and Mozambique. Activities include: study of language, history,
and politics; skill training and fundraising; in-country work and study; and preparation
and presentation of video, photography and experiences abroad in community education
projects in North America. For more information contact: lICD, PO Box !03-P,
Williamston, MA 01267; (413) 458-9828.

**********

NOMINATIONS INVITED
FOR ACAS BOARD AND EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE

A committee composed of Dave Wiley, Cathy Newbury, and Jim Mittelman
seeks to identify enthusiastic and energetic individuals to candidate as members on the
ACAS Board of Directors and Executive Committee. This committee's charge is to
solicit the names of members who have not previously been on the Board or Executive
Committee and who are interested in assuming positions of responsibility in ACAS.
Involvement of diverse people in leadership positions may make ACAS more effective.
New officers will not only strengthen ACAS but also help to generate ideas for
innovations.

Elections will be held at the November 1991 ACAS/ASA meeting in St. Louis.
The terms of office are for one year and begin after the elections in St. Louis. Kindly
complete the following page and return it by September 15, 1991.
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CANDIDATE FOR ACAS BOARD OR
OFFICE

NAME:

ADDRESS:

HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER:

WORK AFFILIATION:

INTERESTS IN AFRICA:

COUNTRIES/SUBREGIONS OF AFRICA:

THEMES:

BACKGROUND IN AFRICAN AFFAIRS:

ACADEMIC:

OTHER:

WHAT POSmON WILLING TO SERVE IN?

REASONS FOR WANTING TO SERVE ON ACAS BOARD OR EXECUTIVE:

(ADD OTHER COMMENTS ON BACK OF PAGE)

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO: DA VID WILEY
729 SUNSET LANE
EAST LANSING, MI 48823
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