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Editor's Note 

THE IMPACT OF THE GULF WAR ON 
SAHARAN AFRICA 

This issue of the ACAS Bulletin focuses on Saharan Africa, in particular on the 
consequences and implications to Arab Africa of the U.S.-led assault upon Iraq in 
January 1991. Although nearly all African states offered some response to the tragic 
devastation of human and ecological resources in the Persian Gulf, clearly Saharan 
Africa has been affected more directly from the political and social disruptions brought 
on by the war. 

Much already has been written by scholars and the public media concerning the 
effects of the Gulf War on states such as Egypt and Libya. As a result, the focus of 
this Bulletin will be on some Saharan countries that have been touched by the war but 
that are more geographically separated from the Persian Gulf. 

First, it is important that we provide a summary perspective on a few 
aftershocks from the war that already are evident in Africa. According to U.N. 
established criteria, a 1 percent loss in a country's GNP due to a crisis or emergency is 
considered to represent a natural disaster. A report issued recently by six 
nongovernmental organizations (Oxfam, CIIR, Save the Children Fund, World 
Development Movement, Cafod, and Christian Aid) indicates that several African 
states have suffered a far worse impact on their oil-import costs: Sudan lost some $382 
million, or 2.9 percent of its GNP; Tanzania suffered a 2.6 percent drop in GNP; Chad 
2.5 percent; Benin 2.2 percent; Liberia 2 percent; and Ethiopia 1.9 percent. 
A voidance of air travel resulted in severe hardships to the tourism industry in the 
Seychelles and The Gambia( Africa Business, 5). 

Article 50 of the UN Charter "provides for compensation to members affected 
by Security Council decisions." The six nongovernmental organizations mentioned 
previously have proposed such compensation to help African states hurt by the Persian 
Gulf War. They suggest two alternative compensation strategies: a new fund 
equivalent to three months worth of world aid, or the World Bank and the IMF can 
offer more concessional terms for their aid packages to affected nations. 

Although President George Bush sold the Gulf War as part of his "New World 
Order," many African states are expressing apprehension about the "post cold war era." 
Sid Ahmed Ghazali, Algeria's Foreign Minister, explained to the French newspaper, 
Le Figaro: "We have been living through this war and its not over. This is the start of 
a sort of cold after-war. We fear that we may be entering into an immense 
international disorder" (in Africa Events, 24). 



It must be noted that several African states made valuable contributions to the 
carrying out of the Gulf War. Zimbabwe, Cote d'Ivoire , Ethiopia and Zaire all were 
members of the UN Security Council which sanctioned the U.S.-led intervention 
against Iraq. Egypt sent 35 ,000 troops to the Gulf front, and additional troops were 
sent from Morocco, Senegal , Niger, and Sierra Leone. Some observers were surprised 
that Sierra Leone would send 200 troops to the Gulf after having claimed it was 
incapable in August 1990 of contributing soldiers to the ECOW AS force that attempted 
to secure peace in neighboring Liberia. 

While most African states supported the Western coalition's trade embargo 
against Saddam Hussein, pro-Iraqi sentiments were very strong in Libya, Tunisia, 
Algeria, Egypt, Mauritania, and Morocco. Sudan sent 1000 trade unionist volunteers 
to fight alongside Iraqi soldiers, and Sudan recognized several days of national 
mourning in February when a Baghdad shelter was targeted mistakenly by U.S. pilots. 

The following review of selected Saharan states reveals the diversity in 
responses to the Persian Gulf War: 

EGYPT: When Iraq invaded Kuwait, Egypt wasted no time in organizing an 
Arab coalition to support Operation Desert Storm. Egypt's President Hosni Mubarak 
convinced the Arab League to return its headquarters to Cairo from Tunis in October 
1990 instead of mid-1991 as originally planned. 

For most of the past decade, Egypt had developed close relations with Saddam 
Hussein. Egypt supported Iraq in its war against Iran, and Egypt offered technical 
assistance to Iraq's military build-up in recent years. In return, Iraq became an 
important sponsor of Egypt's return to the Arab League. Iraq also offered jobs to the 
large unemployed population of Egypt; it is estimated that there were more than 
500,000 Egyptians in Iraq when the broke out (Roberts, 53). 

When Egypt threw its support behind the U.S. attack against Iraq, President 
Bush forgave $7.2 billion of Cairo's military debt to the U.S. Saudi Arabia raised the 
total of debt forgiven to $10 billion. Still, Egypt has more than $45 billion in foreign 
debt outstanding. Tourism receipts fell over 50 percent, and about 300,000 Egyptian 
migrant workers returned to Egypt, depriving the country of up to $5 billion per 
annum. Altogether, Egypt may have lost $8 billion during the past year (Roberts, 53). 

Islamic support for Iraq never presented a challenge to Mubarak. Perhaps more 
serious an obstacle for Mubarak' s policies was the sight of rich Kuwaiti refugees 
strolling in and out of Cairo nightclubs. It has been noted that Mubarak' s role in 
organizing Arab collaboration in the Allied war effort against Iraq closely mirrors that 
of Nuri Said, the Iraqi monarchy's pro-British prime minister, who backed the Anglo
French intervention in Egypt during 1956. The Iraqi monarchy and Nuri Said survived 
this event for only 19 months (Roberts, 53). 
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Egypt's relations with its neighbors also have ominous implications. Entry 
requirements were imposed on citizens from states that expressed support for Saddam 
Hussein - including Sudan, Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco, and Yemen. After 
demonstrations in Khartoum in late January called for an attack on the Aswan High 
Dam, Cairo issued a strong warning to the Khartoum government, closed many of its 
institutions in Sudan , directed the flight paths of incoming aircraft away from the dam , 
and expelled some Sudanese citizens (Africa Confidential, 32:3:3). 

LIBYA: Colonel Muammar Gadaffi seems to have been strengthened by 
the Gulf War. Gadaffi' s condemnation of Iraq's invasion of Kuwait has enabled him to 
restore relations with France, the U.S., and Britain . In early June 1991, Libya even 
offered an apology to Britain for the killing of an anti-Gadaffi demonstrator at the 
Libyan embassy in London several years ago. 

Gadaffi' s pleasure in seeing his arch-enemy Sad dam Hussein defeated by Allied 
forces coincided with another joyous event - the fall of Hissein Habre' s government in 
Chad. Chad had been used as a military base by Libyan "contras," who were backed 
by Saddam Hussein following Libya's support for Iran during the Iran-Iraq war. 

According to Africa Confidential (8 March 1991), "the cornerstone of Gadaffi's 
new foreign policy is rapprochement with Egypt. The latter is counting on oil-rich but 
underpopulated Libya to employ some of the tens of thousands of Egyptians who used 
to work in Iraq and Kuwait before the war. It also hopes Tripoli will use its influence 
with Khartoum to combat the influence of Egyptian fundamentalists now operating 
from Sudanese soil. Apart from Gadaffi' s natural concern to live in harmony with his 
powerful neighbor, he is looking to Egypt to plead his case in restoring relations with 
the USA." 

Libya's improved relations with France also has resulted in an improvement in 
Libya's diplomatic relations with Cameroon, Togo, Burkina Faso , Niger, and Zaire. 
Libya continues to be a major supporter of Charles Taylor whose rebel army controls 
most of Liberia. 

ALGERIA: Pro-Iraqi Islamic fundamentalists organized several huge 
demonstrations during the Gulf War. The fundamentalist Islamic Salvation Front has 
emerged as the country's strongest political force following local elections in June 1990 
in which the party won 55 percent of the votes. After the elections, Algerian President 
Chadli Benjedid rejected calls for an immediate parliamentary election, apparently 
fearing the fundamentalists could win. Algeria has been faced with political turmoil 
ever since. On May 25, 1991, a general strike was called by the Islamic Front leader, 
Sheik Abassi Madani, in an effort to spur presidential elections. When the strike 
proved unsuccessful, Islamic Front supporters occupied the May 1 Square and the 
Square of the Martyrs in Algiers. On June 3 the police started a campaign to clear the 
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Squares , killing at least 12 and injuring more than 700, including many police officers. 
President Benjedid declared a state of emergency and cancelled the country's first 
multiparty parliamentary elections scheduled for June 27. On June 7 the Islamic 
Salvation Front agreed to end their protests in return for a government promise to hold 
parliamen tary elections within six months. 

France is watching the events in Algeria with great concern, especially since 
some two million Algerian immigrants live there. In Paris and other European capitals 
there is also fear that an advance of Muslim fundamentalism in North Africa could 
increase Arab immigration to Europe and encourage fundamentalist movements among 
Arabs already living there. 

Fundamentalist movements have been active m Morocco and Tunisia , but 
appears to be strongest in Algeria. 

MAURITANIA: Few countries in the world have as close relations with 
Iraq as Mauritania. Baghdad has provided weapons and military advisers to 
Mauritania, and has trained the Mauritanian presidential guard. Ba'athist sympathizers 
control many important military positions in Mauritania, and the main Ba'athist leader, 
Mohamed Yehdih Ould Breidelleil, is the leading civilian in the government. 

From the start of the Gulf War, there were regular pro-Saddam Hussein 
demonstrations in Nouakchott. The U.S. State Department quickly advised U.S . 
citizens to stay away from Mauritania. 

Africa Confidential asserts that "because of its pan-Arabist philosophy and its 
wish to unite Mauritania with the Arab world, Ba'athism often appears as an anti-black 
movement, instrumental in the fearsome pogroms unleashed against non-Arab 
Mauritanians since 1989" (AC Vol. 32, No. 3). This antagonism led to a crisis 
between Mauritania and Senegal in April 1989, and Ba'athists in Mauritania continue to 
blame Senegal for various alleged plots against the government in Nouakchott. In 
December 1990 the Ba'athists arrested more than 3,000 black Mauritanians in one such 
alleged plot, removing most of the blacks in the army and the civil service. Some of 
these blacks have been killed. 

Senegal's reaction to Mauritania's policies was to send troops to join coalition 
forces in Operation Desert Shield. As Senegalese rejoice in the return of these 
"victorious" soldiers, braggard rights between Dakar and Nouakchott may further 
destabilize relations between the two countries. 

NIGERIA: Along the southern periphery of the Sahara lies Africa's most 

populous state - Nigeria. Although Nigeria commonly is recognized in the West as a 
"sub-Saharan" state, for the past decade Nigeria's government has been controlled by 
northern Moslem elements. During their rule, the capital city itself has been moved 

4 



from coastal Lagos to Abuja in the Moslem interior of the country. Nigeria's response 
to the Gulf War reveals not only the increasing Islamic influence in the "West African" 
state, but also how Nigeria's dependency on oil exports continues to affect the growth 
and stability of the military-ruled state. 

The Gulf War proved a boom to Nigeria's oil-based economy. During the first 
few months of Iraq's occupation of Kuwait , Nigeria's oil revenues were experiencing a 
windfall of about NlO billion per month due to the increase in world oil prices. 
Nigeria also raised its oil production by 300,000 barrels per day, bringing the total 
daily output to about 1.6 million barrels per day (Thompson, 28). Oil exports are 
expected to be worth about $12 billion in 1991 (Smith, 40). 

At first there were discussions within Nigeria that the country could spend its 
unexpected budget windfall on the development of new heavy industries and to help out 
its West African neighbors that had been hard hit by the increased cost of oil. But by 
early 1991 the focus of these discussions had shifted to paying off Nigeria's external 
debt of $33 billion . The payment and/or rescheduling of these debts suggests that 
pressing domestic priorities will not be addressed as many Nigerians had hoped. 
President Ibrahim Babangida has warned Nigerians not to assume "the erroneous 
impression that.. .a large reservoir of financial windfall has accn1ed" because of 
increased oil earnings (Smith, 40). The context of Nigeria's oil windfall are explored 
in two articles in this Builetin by George Klay Kieh and Emmanuel Oritsejafor. 

This issue also contains articles by Mark Tessler on Tunisia, and Teresa Smith 
de Cherif on Western Sahara. In short, this issue highlights recent political events in a 
number of states that are on the periphery of the Sahara, and explores how these states 
are responding to larger demands by the international community. 
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TUNISIA 

GULF WAR HEIGHTENS 
A~GER IN TUNISIA 

by !\lark Tessler 
Univ. of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 

The reaction in North Africa to the crisis 
in the Gulf offers an excellent opportunity to take 
note of the deep anger that is presently felt by 
many ordinary Arab men and women. In Tunisia, 
a country with strong ties to Europe and the 
United States , there were public demonstrations in 
support of Iraq and expressions of militant 
opposition to the actions of the U.S.-led coalition 
(Riding) . As a result, the government of Tunisia 
condemned the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait but felt 
compelled to reserve its sharpest denunciations for 
the United States and its partners. 

Tunisia was one of the most reform
minded Arab countries in the 1950s and 1960s but 
thereafter moved steadily in the direction of 
conservatism, authoritarianism and elite privilege. 
A new beginning was initiated in November 1987, 
when the country's aging president, Habib 
Bourguiba, was ousted in a constitutional coup by 
Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali , at the time Tunisia's 
prime minister (Ware, 587-601; Vandewalle, 
1988:602-620; and Tessler, 169-184). Since that 
time there have been notable accomplishments but 
also clear limits to what the Ben Ali government 
has been willing to do so far as democratization is 
concerned. The drift in Tunisian political life, 
both before Ban Ali's coup and again more 
recently, is contributing to the public discontent 
that manifest itself during the crisis in the Gulf. 

Ben Ali called for political reform in his 
inaugural address and the national assembly soon 
adopted measures designed to open up political 
life. These included abolition of the State 
Security Court, which Bourguiba had utilized to 
suppress critics of his regime, passage of a more 
liberal press law, and authorization for a chapter 
of Amnesty International. Ben Ali also released 
many political prisoners . 
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Political activity during 1988 included 
the formation of a new government and 
preparation for pres idential and legislative 
elections in April 1989 . There were fo ur political 
parties at the time of Ben Ali 's coup . In addition 
to the ruling Destourian Socialist Party (PSD), 
there were three small parties of the left: The 
Social Democratic Movement (MDS), the Popular 
Unity Party (PUP), and the Tunisia Communist 
Party (Pen. All had suffered harassment in the 
past , the Communist Party hav ing been given 
legal status only in 1981 and the other two only in 
1983 . The Ben Ali government granted legal 
status to two additional small parties of the left. 
Ben Ali also called for an overhaul of the PSD , 
stating that his goal was to introduce into the 
ruling party the same reformist spirit he sought to 
bring to the political system as a whole 
(Vandewalle, 1989/90:4). In response, the party 
changed its name to the Constitutional Democratic 
Rally (RCD) and adopted a senes of 
organizational changes. 

Despite this promising start, the elections 
of 1989 showed how much remained to be done. 
In the presidential elections, Ben Ali, who ran as 
an all-parties candidate , was unopposed and 
received an overwhelming mandate. Although 
there had not been a choice, there is little doubt 
that most Tunisians supported the new president. 
The legislative elections were contested, however, 
and, perhaps predictably , they offered both 
satisfaction and disappointment to those 
advocating a break with the past. Advocates of 
democratization were heartened by their 
competitive nature and the government insisted 
the elections had been largely free of interference. 
But while abuses were indeed limited in 
comparison with elections of the recent past, 
opposition candidates alleged serious violations in 
vaor of the RCD , including the invalidation of 
opposition party lists and voter intimidation. Also 
disappointing was the tum-out. Of 4 million 
potential voters, only 2. 7 million registered and 
only 2.1 million went to the polls. 

The most serious limitations were a 
refusal to authorize participation by the Islamist 
party and a winner-take-all electoral system that 
prevented non·RCD candidates from translating 
votes into parliamentary seats (Zartman). 
Islamists had formed the Renaissance Party (En
Nahda) in order to participate, choosing this 



designation in light of a ban on the t term "Islam • 
in party names. But the party was nevertheless 
denied recognition and its candidates were 
required to run on lists of independents. 
Concerning electoral laws , ballots were cast for 
party lists , rather than individual candidates, in 
districts the size of states. Also, abandoning 
proportional representation, the party whose list 
received the most votes in a district won all of its 
parliamentary seats. 

As a result, the RCD captured all 141 
assembly seats, a victory that pleased party 
regulars but raised serious questions about 
progress toward democratization. Further, no 
opposition party won more than 3. 8 percent of the 
vote, suggesting that parties of the left did not 
offer voters a meaningful alternative. Renaissance 
Party candidates running as independents captured 
14.5 percent of all votes cast, and up to one-third 
in cities like Tunis, Sousse, and Gabes. lslamists 
themselves put the figures even higher, insisting 
they won a majority in some districts and that 
only fraud prevented them from obtaining seats in 
parliament. 

It is clear that much more will have to be 
done if there is to be additional progress toward 
democratization. For one thing, Ben Ali will 
have to introduce much more serious reforms 
within the ranks of the RCD, either replacing 
more old-time party stalwarts or persuading these 
individuals to accept meaningful political 
competition. At present, despite some attempts at 
rejuvenation, the party is resisting changes that 
might require it to share power. Its middle and 
lower cadres are believed to be responsible for 
much of the interference in the 1989 elections. 

There is also a need for electoral reform, 
and specifically for a departure from the winner
take-all system that prohibited opposition parties 
from winning any seats in the 1989 legislative 
elections. There was some movement in this 
direction in the local elections of June 1990; half 
the seats were awarded on the basis of 
proportional representation to parties receiving at 
least 5 percent of the vote. As a result, opposition 
and independent candidates won 34 of the 3734 
local council seats. This was the first time the 
ruling party lost any seats in a local election, 
although it does not as yet constitute a meaningful 
challenge to the ROC's monopoly of power. 
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A viable opposition , as well as a tolerant 
government, is a prerequisite for democracy. Yet 
the 1989 elections strongly suggest that parties of 
the left are unable to play this role. These parties 
do not have a significant constituency; they 
apparently are judged to represent the past and 
their platforms accordingly have little appeal. 
Whatever the degree of interference in the 1989 
elections, this is certainly a major reason that 
opposition parties attracted so little support. 
Thus, there is a need to identify legitimate 
alternatives that can be presented to the voters. 

The major available alternative is the 
Renaissance Party, and establishing a satisfactory 
relationship between the lslamists and the state 
may be the greatest challenge confronting the Ben 
Ali government at present. Some Tunisians favor 
legalizing the party. These individuals reason that 
the severity of the lslamists' opposition will 
diminish if it is given a stake in the existing order. 
They also believe lslamist appeals would be less 
effective were the Renaissance Party to join the 
political system and share responsibility for the 
country's problems, and they suggest in this 
connection that many who voted for lslamist 
candidates in April 1989 were endorsing the idea 
of political competition rather than the party's 
specific platform. Others insist that the Islamist 
movement is fundamentally anti-democratic and 
will use any opportunity it receives to undermine 
the institutions of the modem state. They reject 
the Renaissance Party's argument that radicalism 
is not inherent in the lslamist movement but, 
rather, the product of government repression. 
Thus far at least, Ben Ali has taken this view. 

All of these issues, serious as they are, 
do not address the most important obstacle to real 
democratization: the absence of competition for 
the presidency and the dominance of the latter in 
relation to other institutions of government. 
While Ben Ali earned the appreciation of his 
countrymen between 1987 and 1989, continued 
progress depends heavily on his personal 
preferences and calculations. Government policy 
is still the result of directives from the top, rather 
than legitimized competition among independent 
centers of power offering real choices to the 
population. Moreover, in the absence of external 
checks on the power of the regime, political life 
appears to be sliding backward, in the direction of 
lethargy, confrontation and popular discontent. 



For example, there have recently been reports of 
human rights violations and of new restrictions on 
the press. 
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WEST.ERN SAHARA 

TOWARD PEACE IN 
WESTERN SAHARA 

by Teresa K. Smith de Cherif 

The Sahrawis of Western Sahara are an 
African people hardly known in the West. There 
have been no televised-music concerts, nor front
page news stories on their plight. Yet, this desert 
nation has persevered. Their country, the former 
Spanish Sahara, is located across the ocean from 
Florida, wedged between the Atlantic and the 
inhospitable hamada region of the vast Sahara, 
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between the Mediterranean littoral and sub
Saharan Africa, and between the West and Islam. 

U.S. interest in the Western Sahara began 
175 years ago, when James Riley , captain of a 
U.S. big named the Commerce, and hi s crew were 
shipwrecked on September 7, 18 15 , off the Cape 
Blanc peninsula , the southernmost tip of Western 
Sahara. Two years later, he published an account 
of his trek through t he desert with the fi ercely 
independent Sahrawi nomads . 

Since 1975, the Kingdo m of Morocco, 
with 160,000 troops, and the Sahrawis' nationali st 
Polisario Front have been contending for control 
of this mineral - and fi sheries - rich patch of 
desert land. Had it not been for the Tripartite 
Madrid Accords of 14 November 1975, the 
Western Sahara already might have achieved 
independence, after nearly a century of Spanish 
rule. The fate of the Sahrawis, however, 
coincided with a dying Generallissimo Francisco 
Franco and with grave uncertainties about an 
orderly transfer of power in metropolitan Spain. 
Setting honor and obligations aside, Spain devised 
a manner to retrench from its last overseas co lony 
in a record 103 days. The Tripartite Accords 
allotted the northern two-thirds o f the Spanish 
Sahara to Morocco and the southern third to 
Mauritania. This violated the standard practice on 
decolonization and prevented the holding of a self
determination referendum for the Sahrawi people. 
Only a year earlier, in 1974, Spain finally had 
agreed to organize a plebiscite, following annual 
requests by the United Nations (UN) since 1966. 

The Spanish reversal prompted the armies 
of both Morocco and Mauritania to roll into 
Western Sahara in the autumn of 1975. The 
Sahrawi people resisted, but not without great 
human costs. During the course of the war, 
thousands of Sahrawis have died from 
bombardments and aerial bombings or have 
disappeared. After four years, Mauritania 
withdrew and signed peace with Polisario on 5 
August 1979. Some nine days later, Morocco 
moved to occupy the whole of Western Sahara. 

The annexation of Western Sahara by 
Moroccan military forces contravened important 
principles of international law, including the 
respect for boundaries inherited from the colonial 
period, the right of a nation not to be annexed 
against its will, and the primacy of a people's 



right to self-determination over the historic claims 
of neighboring states. 

~1orocco argued that its Saharan 
campaign was designed to recover lands of its lost 
empire. "Greater Morocco." While Moroccan 
dominion was sa id to have extended from 
contemporary Morocco to the Senegal River and 
to salt mines in northern Mali, Morocco suddenly 
dropped its 20-year claims to all of Mauritania 
and to parts of Algeria, Mali, and Senegal, in 
pursuit of the acquisition of Western Sahara. At 
the time, in 1975, Western Sahara was an easy 
grab, as compared with all the other independent 
neighboring states. Moreover, in 1962-1963 , in 
trying to make western Algeria its own, Morocco 
had initiated and lost one war. While military 
units secretly took up positions in Western Sahara, 
350,000 Moroccans crossed the border on 6 
November 1975 as a popular expression of 
support for King Hassan 's moves. 

Even the Green March, as this Moroccan 
popularity poll was called, could not confer on the 
Moroccan state any right to the territory of 
Western Sahara. As a UN Mission of Inquiry that 
toured Western Sahara in May 1975 reported, the 
Sawhrawis categorically were in favor of 
independence and they opposed integration with 
any neighboring state. Furthermore, the 
International Court of Justice, in an exhaustive 
study published in October 19975, had dismissed 
both Moroccan and Mauritanian claims over 
Western Sahara, emphasizing that the Sahrawi 
people should enjoy their right of self
determination. Nevertheless, it was the so-called 
Green March that caught the world's attention for 
a brief moment in the long history of the Sahrawi 
people. 

At the time, if U.S. policymakers had 
read Captain Riley's account, they may not have 
believed the expert predictions that the Saharan 
affairs would be over in six weeks. 

After sixteen years of war, the Sahrawi 
population may be divided by sand berms and 
international boundaries; yet, in many ways, they 
remain a vibrant community. Currently, there are 
165,000 Sahrawi refugees in southwest Algeria, 
some 50,000 ethnic Sahrawis in Morocco and 
Mauritania, sizable Sahrawi communities in the 
West, and, perhaps, 30,000 Sahrawis inside 
Western Sahara. For example, in Spain, the 
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Sahrawi community has earned education, 
advanced skills , and work expenence. 
Accordingly, across mainland and insular Spain, 
one can find Sahrawi air-traffic controllers, 
engineers, restauranteurs, psychologists, nurses, 
pharmacists , lawyers, and students. In 
Mauritania, the Sahrawais have become 
technocrats in the state 's ti shing and mining 
industries, as well as private entrepreneurs, 
students , and workers in mines and other 
factories. 

It IS m the refugee camps, however, 
where the most remarkable progress has been 
made. There, the Sahrawis have turned the harsh 
desert of their exile into an enabling environment. 
In the midst of another drought on the African 
continent, the Sahara is blooming: Sahraawis have 
planted 100 acres of vegetable gardens in their 
refugee camps. The gardens are one of many self
supporting programs initiated by the Sahrawis. 
By meeting some food needs locally, this 
agricultural initiative also reduces the total 
dependency on foreign food aid that is quite 
common for refugee populations, let alone many 
developing countries. 

While refugees and di splaced persons m 

much of the Third World suffer from starvation 
and disease, the Sahrawi exiles are generally 
healthy. Today, there are no listless faces, nor 
blank gazes in the hamada. Fifteen years ago, 
however, conditions in Sahrawi camps were 
similar to those in northern Iraq, coastal 
Bangladesh, and the southern Sudan. Since then , 
the Sahrawis have implemented a comprehensive 
health-care system, whose main thrust is 
preventative. This self-supporting measure makes 
every effort to produce a caring environment, 
where health problems are addressed at an early 
stage. 

While the World Bank and others only 
recently have begun to make development efforts 
"people centered," the Sahrawis have focused on 
building human capacities throughout their sixteen 
years in exile. With minimum supplies of books, 
paper, and visual aids, the Sahrawis have created 
public schools from the nursery through secondary 
levels, vocational training programs, and remedial 
education classes for adults . This program aims 
to enable the Sahrawis to use their own resources , 
by tapping the intellect and creativity of each 
individual. 



While many African countries remain 
tied to foreign aid. the Sahrawis have aimed for 
self-sufficiency . Emphasizing grassroots 
participation, indigenous trammg , and the 
informal sector, the Sahrawis have created an 
enabling econorru c environment out of the 
otherwise harsh hamacla. Today, the Sahrawis are 
meeting the most basic needs of food, clothing, 
and housing through local production. By 
encouraging individuals to show the way, the 
Sahrawi development strategy has produced a 
vibrant labor force. Remarkable strides made by 
the informal sector are evident among Sahrawi 
nomads. Today , some 200 nomadic families 
supply food and raw materials to the Sahrawi 
refugees. With support fro rn the overall Sahrawi 
population, they have sucL :J in reestablishing 
impressive camel herds in .\estern Sahara. By 
having found an outlet for their crafts and desert 
materials, Sahraawi nomads have incorporated 
themselves into the emerging Saharan economy. 
With continued encouragement, they may be able 
to continue practicing an art that is disappearing 
rapidly in other Saharan countries. 

The enthusiasm for democracy 
burgeoning across the African continent also is 
emerging 10 the Sahrawi refugee camps. 
Demanding democratization before independence, 
however, is tmly remarkable, given the 
postcolonial African history of monotonous one
party mle. Individual Sahrawis have led the way 
with concrete measures for the achievement of 
political pluralism. Sahrawi democratic 
expression has begun to take form - through 
individual dissent, nongovernmental commissions 
for human rights and democracy, and the call for 
free elections. The Sahrawi democratic initiative 
is an extension into politics of their economic 
program of individual empowerment. 

Self-help measures are what have moved 
the Sahrawis from crisis to growth. With high 
morale , future-oriented direction, and practical 
experience, the Sahraawis have overcome the 
difficulties of exile. Moreover, they are 
implementing political reforms aimed at the total 
democratization of Sahrawi society. 

Sixteen years ago, the United Nations 
was powerless to prevent the war in Western 
Sahara and the exile it produced. Empowered by 
unprecedented multilateral cooperation, the United 
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Nations will implement in January 1992 a self
determination refe rendum 10 the Sahrawis' 
homeland . The Sahraw·is will choose between 
independence and integration with 1\Iorocco. The 
achievements of the Sahrawis during sixteen years 
of exile point to a bright future. The central 
question is whether the world will pay attention to 
Western Sahara at its turning point. 

Unfortunately, the United Nations faces 
limitations in implementing the referendum 
process , not the least of which is the $200 million 
budget. It will be diffi cult for a small UN force 
of 1,695 peacekeeping troops to prevent incidents 
and clashes in a territory the si ze of Colorado. 
Furthermore, there will be nearly one Moroccan 
soldier stationed in Western Sahara for every 
eligible Sahrawi voter, making it critical that there 
be a climate of fairness, not intimidation. The 
UN plan does aim to provide some confidence
building measures. As yet, however, the United 
Nations has made no provisions to locate some 
800 disappeared Sahrawi civilians . What is more, 
100,000 Moroccan civil servants and settlers will 
remain in Western Sahara at the time of the vote, 
outnumbering the civilian Sahrawis. No 
independent observers nor press coverage , save 
UN radio and TV , are planned. 

In addition, the UN High Commiss ioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) will organize the 
repatriation program for Sahrawi refugees and 
individuals who live outside the territory but are 
eligible to vote. The difficulty is that UNHCR 
independently must raise the $34 million 
necessary for this operation. Its first pledging 
conference in Geneva, on 13 June 1991. 

The referendum will be the first 
democratic choice of the Sahrawi people, who 
have committed themselves to a multiparty 
democracy with a free-market economy, should 
independence be the outcome of the vote. 

This moment offers key officials in the 
United States and Spain to become involved in an 
UN effort to solve another regional conflict. Still , 
more is required than lending verbal support or 
pledging funds to the budgets of the UN 
referendum mission (MINURSO) and UNHCR 
repatnat10n program. The Congress should 
engage the administration of George Bush in as 
many levels as possible. Dear colleague letters 
may offer a start. The United States should attach 



personnel to MINURSO, and encourage the 
former colonial power in Western Sahara, Spain , 
to do the same. This would help alleviate regional 
tensions and strengthen moderate forces within the 
Sahrawi ami Moroccan communities. A success 
in Western Sahara also could help move the 
United Nations another step toward its envisioned 
role as world peacemaker. 

********** 

NIGERIA 

NIGERIA'S THIRD DEMOCRATIC 
EXPERlMENT: A CRITICAL 

ASSESSMENT 

by George Klay Kieh, Jr. 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Nigeria is on the threshold of ushering in 
its 'third democratic order," and this development 
has garnered immense scholarly attention (for 
example, see Diamond, 1984; and Graff). The 
central debate in the literature revolves around the 
conditions that would ensure the establishment 
and maintenance of a stable democratic order. 
The dominant perspective is that the sine qua non 
for ensuring ·the success of Nigeria's "third 
democratic experiment" is anchored on the 
formulation of the appropriate structural cum 
constitutional modalities that would obliterate the 
pathologies corruption, mismanagement, 
ethnicity, the lack of accountability, among others 
- that historically have underpinned Nigerian 
politics (Diamond, 1987; Uqazunike). Larry 
Diamond, one of the foremost proponents of this 
view, provides this summation: 

If a third attempt at democratic 
government is to be successful, 
however, it must tailor democratic 
institutions to fit Nigeria's unique 
heritage and to overcome the 
structural problems that have 
defeated democratic government 
in the past (Diamond: 1987) 
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This paper di sagrees with the prevailing 
perspective. Alternatively , it supports the 
competing view that the success of Nigeria's 
"third democratic experiment" is dependent upon 
the fundamental restructuring of the country 's 
political economy. In other words , the 
development of a structural architecture that 
would, inter alia, inject morality and 
accountability into Nigerian politics would be 
meaningless without the fundamental 
transformation o f the overarching political 
economy. 

Nigeria's Democratic Efforts in Retrospect 

Since it gained independence in 1960, 
Nigeria has attempted twice to establish an 
enduring democratic order. The first attempt was 
launched during the immediate post-independence 
period. Operating under the ruhric of the British 
"Westminister model," Nigeria established a 
parliamentary system of government with various 
political parties as its terra firma. However, after 
six years the "experiment " was aborted: the 
military intervened and seized control of the state 
machinery. The intervention of the military was 
precipitated by two major failure:; of the 
"experiment:" 1) the compradorial class which 
assumed the reigns of power from the British 
Imperialists was factionalized : its members 
established competing regional fiefdoms in the 
Eastern, Western, Mid-Western and Northern 
regions. The resultant intra-compradorial rivalries 
were premised on the need to capture state power 
so as to control its allocative and distributive 
power, both to ensure the private accumulation of 
capital by the members of each faction and to 
serve the interests of the foreign capitalists who 
controlled the economy. Thus, the compradors 
neglected the agenda of the Nigerian masses -
education, housing, health, employment, among 
others - and instead focused on their own narrow 
sectional class interests; and 2) the federal system 
which was orchestrated by British colonialism and 
imperialism as the deus ex machina for facilitating 
its stranglehold on Nigeria became inefficacious. 
For example, the erstwhile northern region used 
its status as the most populous region in the 
federation to dominate the political system: since 
it had the preponderant majority of the 
population, it used that as a leverage for 
promoting its regional agenda over the national 
one. In the political arena, the Northern People's 



Congress, the northern based "national party ," 
concentrated its efforts during national elec tions, 
on only capturing the support of its regional base. 
Thus, giwn the sanctity of regionali sm, the 
Northern People's Congress was always assured 
of gaining automatic control of the federal 
government. The maj or deleterious effects of this 
genre of federalism were: I) it fostered 
regionali sm and parochiali sm over nationalism; 2) 
the corollarys that it obviated against the 
formation of national po litical parties with broad 
appeal; 3) it created a weak central government 
that was essentially hamstrung by competing 
regional agendas and interests; and 4) it 
transformed the regions into the principal centers 
of capital accumulation. 

Significantly , the failure of the "first 
democratic experiment" set into motion a series of 
military coups, and a protractive period of 
military rul e: between 1966 and 1979 , the military 
dominated Nigerian politics and, like a "game of 
musical chairs, one military junta replaced 
another. 

The groundwork for the "second 
experiment" was initiated in 1976. It involved, 
inter alia, the drafting of a new constitution, the 
lifting of the ban on politics that was imposed in 
1966 , the suspension of the state of emergency 
that was instituted during the civil war and the 
formation of political parties. The crowning 
moment of the process was the holding of both 
local and national elections. At the end of the 
process, the National Party of Nigeria (NPN) won 
the Presidential election. On October 1, 1979, 
Shehu Shagari was sworn in as President, thus 
ushering in Nigeria's "Second Republic." During 
the first four years of the "second experiment" 
Nigeria's peripheral capitalist political economy 
produced unparalleled greed, corruption, 
mismanagement and misery for the Nigerian 
people, despite the windfall from oil revenues. 

Characteristically, on December 31, 
1983, Nigeria's "second democratic experiment" 
was aborted by a military coup that brought 
General Mohammed Buhari to power (for an 
excellent study of the failure of the second 
experiment, see Ihonubere and Faiola). Less than 
two years later, the Buhari military junta was 
toppled and replaced by the military regime of 
Ibrahim Babangida. 
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THE THIRD DEMOCRATIC EXPERIMENT 

In 1986, the Babangida military reg ime 
announced that the military would disengage 
from Nigerian politics , and usher in an elected 
civ ilian government in 1990. However, the target 
date was extended to 1992. Since the 
disengagement announcement, the Babangida 
military junta has set into motion a process that is 
expected to culmjnate in the estab li shment of the 
"Third Republic" based on a "new democratic 
order." The modalities include: 

1. a new federal constitution ; 
2. a ban on politicians of the First and 

Second Republics that prohibit them from taking 
part in politics either for life or during the current 
transition process; 

3. the establishment of MAMSER as the 
instrument for inculcating the values and virtues 
of democracy in Nigerians; 

4. the establishment of a Center for 
Democratic Studies as a learning center for 
politicians; 

5. the creation by executive fiat, of two 
political parties: the National Republican 
Convention (NRC) and Social Democratic Party 
(SDP); 

6. the public funding of political parties 
and campaigns; 

7. the formulation of a Code of Conduct 
Bureau to ensure proper conduct hy public 
officials; 

8. the establishment of a Code of 
Conduct Tribunal as the legal organ for 
adjudicating improprieties by public officials; 

9. the appointment of civilian deputy 
governors for the 21 states; and 

10. the institution of a structural 
adjustment program as the economic linchpin of 
the impending "Third Republic . " 

The process is plagued with some serious 
problems that could adversely affect the success of 
the "third democratic experiment." First , no steps 
are being taken to fundamentally restructure 
Nigeria's peripheral capitalist system, and its 
attendant relations of production. This is a 
critical issue because it is the economic mode of 
production that sets the parameters within which 
other societal activities occur. Thus, the failure to 
radically alter it is simply an attempt to address 
the symptoms without focusing on the roots of the 
problems. Concomitantly , the institution of 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) sty led 



structural adjustment programs as the provider of 
"economic oxygen" is an exercise in futility. This 
is because it has been well established that 
capitalist economic reforms in Third World 
countries create more hardships for the masses: 
they require that the masses make sacrifices 
principally in the interests of foreign capital (fo r a 
brilliant analysis o f the consequences of IMF-type 
structural adjustment programs for Third World 
countries , see Payer) . 

Second , the creation of two political 
parties by the military regime is an anathema to 
democracy. That is, political parties are supposed 
to evolve from the population, rather than being 
imposed. In other words, the Nigerian masses are 
being forced to join either of the two political 
parties when they had no role in developing the 
parties' manifestos. In short , by this action , the 
military regime is practically subverting the 
democratic process. 

Third, the structural architecture that has 
been designed to ensure integrity and 
accountability in the public service is a laudable 
endeavor. However, its principal weakness is that 
it does not frontally address the critical root 
causes of corruption, graft and other vices that 
have pervaded the Nigerian public sector. 
Without a thorough assessment of the propellants 
of these pathologies, it is difficult to design 
remedies for them. 

Fourth, the military junta's decision to 
appoint the d~puty civilian governors of the 
various states would further serve to marginalize 
the Nigerian masses in the political process. This 
is because such an action by the military junta 
deprives the masses from directly choosing their 
leaders, paradoxically within a federal system that 
should be anchored on "grassroots participation." 
Concurrently, it creates an accountability 
problem: the deputy governors will hold their 
loyalty to the compradors who appointed them, 
rather than to the Nigerian masses who they will 
govern. 

PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE 
The current transition process to 

"democracy" in Nigeria will not produce a stable 
democratic order. This is because as it has been 
argued, the process fails to address the 
fundamental causes of instability and 
authoritarianism in Nigeria. But, rather it dwells 
on the symptoms of the problems - elite 
pathologies and structural defects . Certainly, 
political institutions and norms are germane to 
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democracy; but, they must be grounded in an 
economjc panoply that is promotive of fairness 
and equality. This is because patholog ies such as 
corn1ption take place within a particular soCIO
economic context. Specificall y. t\vo major 
prerequisites must be met if Nigeria's "third 
democratic experiment" is to survive. First, and 
fundamentally, Nigeria must become economically 
independent. That is, it must take measures to 
transcend its peripheral role in the international 
capitalist system as an export enclave. Otherwise, 
politics in Nigeria will continue to be a struggle 
among competing factions of the comprador class . 
Thus, a state system will be produced that 
marginalizes the masses and fosters exploitation 
and repression. Concurrently, the lives of 
ordinary Nigerians must be the focal po int of the 
development process: there must be quality and 
accessible public education, a quality health 
delivery system, affordable housing and jobs for 
Nigerians who want to work. Undoubtedly, 
without socio-economic democracy , political rules 
are meaningless. This is because the right to vote, 
the freedom of speech and the freedom of 
association, among others, are of no utility if one 
cannot feed the family, have shelter, have access 
to quality education and health services. In short , 
there must be a wholistic approach to democracy: 
political rights must be derived from a democratic 
economic tapestry . By this , structural engineering 
and its attendant emphasis on "checks and 
balances" and accountability in the public sector 
will make the desired impact. 

The second prerequisi te and a derivative 
is that the role of the Nigerian military must be 
fundamentally transformed : the military 
establishment was created under the aegis of 
British colonialism "essentially as an instrument 
of suppression, exploitation and subversion" 
(Babangida, 100). Despite thirty years of 
independence, the role of the military has 
remained unaltered: it has continued to serve as an 
instrument of t he Nigerian ruling class in the s 
oppression of the Nigerian masses. If the "third 
democratic experiment" is to succeed, then the 
Nigerian military establishment must become the 
servant of the Nigerian people by, interalia , 
defending them against external aggression and 
ruling class oppression. As William Graf notes , 

The role of the military needs to be 
fundamentally re-examined and re
defined. The existing military apparatus 
can only be justified in temts of 



domestic repression .. . A supra-ethnic, 
democratized, developmemrzlly 
oriented and relatively open military 
structure would be a strong force for 
rhe democrarizarion of sociery (Grnf, 
98). 

This new arrangement would help nunmuze the 
intervention of the military in politics and , thus, 
allow the Nigerian masses the opportunity to wage 
their struggle for democracy against the ruling 
class. This process has been recurrently 
undermined by military intervention, which in 
turn perpetuates the vices of the ruling class smce 
it is a faction of that class . 

Il\lPLICA TIONS FOR THE AFRICAN 
REGION 

The third attempt at establishing a 
"democratic" order in Nigeria would have broader 
implications for the region for the following 
reasons: 1) Nigeria is a regional power in the 
military-security, political and economic sense. 
Thus, the nature of its domestic political 
arrangements is bound to impact on the rest of the 
states; and 2) Nigeria is among those countries in 
the region where the military has dominated 
politics for a protractive period. Hence, the effort 
by the Nigerian military to disengage from 
politics should send a signal to other military 
regimes on the continent to do likewise. 

Importantly , like Nigeria, the 
construction of a stable democratic order in 
African states cannot be anchored on the Western 
model that conceptualizes democracy as a simple 
set of political rules and norms - multi-parties, 
elections, freedom of speech, freedom of 
association, among others. Conversely, African 
states must become cognizant of the fact that 
democracy is more than a compendium of political 
rights: it must be rooted in a socio-economic 
arrangement that provides jobs for the masses; 
provides people with quality education; gives 
people access to quality health care; protects 
workers from exploitation; and provides the 
masses with affordable housing. In other words, 
the success of the "democratic experiment" in the 
rest of Africa will rest on the ability of the 
respective governments to deal with the myriad 
"bread and butter issues" that confront the African 
masses. Political rights are important, but they 
are incomplete without economic rights. Thus, 
any "democratic order" in Africa that accords 
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pnmacy to structural and constitutional 
engineering at the expense of creating a viable 
economic order is doo med to failure. The cases 
of Nigeria and Ghana (under Limman) , and the 
immediate post-Niamery Sudan , Senegal, the 
Gambia, and Botswana are instructive . 

CONCLUSION 
This paper has attempted to show that the 

"third democratic experiment" in Nigeria will not 
succeed. This is because the modalities upon 
which the "experiment" is based accord primacy 
tot he formulation of political rules without 
addressing the root causes of the failure of the two 
previous "democratic experiments." The previous 
democratic experiments failed because they did 
not create an economic system that address the 
"bread and butter" concerns of the masses -
employment, education, housing, health services 
and the protection of workers from exploitation by 
both indigenous and foreign capitalists - and that 
transform Nigeria from a peripheral capitalist 
export enclave of raw materials. In other words, 
the two experiments failed because they did not 
create the socio-economic foundation on which a 
viable democratic order is based. Similarly, the 
current road to the "third democratic experiment " 
is paved with the same neglect of the political 
economy. Thus , it will also create the conditions 
that would ensure the intervention oft he military . 

Significantly, given Nigeria· s status as a 
regional power, its efforts at establi shing a "new 
democratic order" will impact on the rest of the 
countries in the region where economic 
inequalities and political oppression abound. 
However, like Nigeria, the rest of the countries in 
the region must base their respective democratic 
experiments on the two levels of political rights 
and economic democracy . If they neglect the 
economic arrangements, their "democratic 
crusades" will also fail because they will be 
premised on the traditional Western-centric model 
that conceptualizes democracy as a set of political 
rights and norms. 

REFERENCES 

Babangida, Ibrahim. Portrait of a New Ni!!eria: 
Selected Speeches of IBB. Lagos: Precision 
Press, n.d.) 

Diamond, Larry. "Nigeria m Search of 
Democracy." Foreil!n Affair!' , 54(1984). 



Diamond , Larry. Issues in the Constitutional 
Design of a Third Nigerian Republic. " African 
Affairs, Vol. 86, No. 43, 1987. 

Graff, William. '' Issues and Substance in the 
Presc ription of Liberal-Democratic Forms for 
Nigeria 's Third Republic." African Affairs Vol. 
88, No. 350, January 1989. 

Ihonubere, Julius and Toyin Faiola. The Ri se and 
Fall of Ni!!eria's Second Reruhli c. London: Zed 
Press, 1985. 

Payer, Cheryl. The Deht Trap: The IMF and the 
Third World. London: The Chaucer Press, 1974. 

Uqazunike, Chudi . "Confronting Potential 
Breakdown: The Nigerian Redemocratisation 
Process in Critical Perspective ." The Journal of 
Modem African Studies, Vol. 28, 1990. 

********** 

NIGERIA 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE POLITICS AND 
ECONOMY OF NIGERIA 

By Emmanuel Oritsejafor 
Atlanta University 

(Emmanuel Oritsejafor is a doctoral student at 
Atlanta University who visited his home country 
between December 1990 and February 1991. 
Below he offers his observations of events in 
Nigeria) 

During a recent v1s1t to Nigeria, I 
discovered that not much has changed since my 
last visit in 1985. The country continues to be 
plagued with economic problems arising from 
mismanagement and cormption. At the same 
time, the present military regime is seeking ways 
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to make an easy transition to a civilian 
government in 1992. The following observations 
of Nigeria is an attempt to explicate the effort 
being made to bring about a viable poli tical and 
economic system in a country that is known for its 
share of political uncertainty. 

In 1986, the Babangida military 
administration set out to plan the transfer of 
political power to a civ ilian government by 1992. 
They hoped to make an easy transition of power 
by fighting three national problems : 
mismanagement, corruption, and ethnicity. 
Towards these ends the military regime rewrote 
the National Constitution. The new constitution 
will permit only a two party system, thus 
eliminating the five party requirement of the 
Second Civilian Republic. The Military Regime 
hopes this constitutional reform will ameliorate 
the dominance of certain ethnic groups in electoral 
politics. 

On the issue of corruption, the new 
constitution confronts this problem by creating a 
tribunal and a bureau that will be under the list of 
executive bodies. The tribunal and the bureau 
will derive their power and scope from a military 
decree (Dent, 1203-1204). These reforms by the 
Babangida regime are not likely to resolve the 
problems of corntption, mi smanagement and 
ethnicity adequately because the government 
continues to ignore the core of the problems. 

During my recent visit it became clear 
that cormption remains the order of the day . 
Public law enforcement officers such as the police 
and the customs officers continue to demand 
bribes. At most major security checkpoints 
designed by these two public departments, the 
public is harassed constantly for money and 
valuable possessions. Consequently , the crime 
rate and the volume of contraband goods in the 
market have reached an unprecedented level. 
Clearly, public law enforcement officers are part 
of the problem of cormption instead of being part 
of the solution towards corntption . 

Another commitment by the Babangida 
regime is to transfer political power to a third 
civilian regime without any political chaos or 
sectional differences. The new constitution aims 
to make this transition viable by narrowing the 
number of political parties to two, and by banning 
all former political leaders from running in local 



and national elections. In spite of these efforts, 
the recent local elections reflected political 
participation along ethnic lines . More 
importantly. these elections also appear to have 
been influenced by the sa me banned politicians 
that dominated the Second Republic . According 
to the Nigerian journali st, Dokun Oloyede, 

Like money, rhe influence of rhe 
so called banned politicians in rhe 
affairs of new parries was echoed ar 
rhe Ahuja ConvenTions. In whm 
appeared as closet politics, rhe big 
wigs of the pnst republics were locked 
behind doors in the most intriguing 
horse trading in the nation 's politics 
in recent rimes (Oloyede) . 

Apart from political events that were 
related to the recent local elections, global events 
such as the Gulf War al so stirred media attention -
especially when the American Consulate in 
Kaduna was closed. The closure was motivated 
from fear of pro Sadaam sentiment among the 
Northern Moslems. At the same time, security 
was tightened by the U.S. embassy in Lagos. 

During my stay, also observed 
economic problems in the country. It is no secret 
that Nigeria's debt , estimated at $33 billion in 
1990, is the focal problem of the economy 
(Nigerian Econo mist, 6-7) . The price of 
consumer goods have increased dramatically since 
1985, as have the prices of services provided by 
the private and public sectors of the economy. 
Furthermore, the Nigerian economy continues to 
face high inflationary growth. And the promise to 
diversify the economy by encouraging domestic 
exports of non-oil products seems contradictory 
since cash crops are being exported at a time when 
overall food production is declining. Thus, the 
Nigerian economy remains uncomplimentary 
because one sector of the economy is not 
stimulating growth on another. Clearly these 
policies have encouraged Nigerian dependency on 
western capitalist demands, while the average 
Nigerian continues to suffer. 

Despite the new reforms that were 
initiated by the Babangida military regime, 
Nigeria continues to be plagued with the problem 
of corruption, ethnicity and poor economic 
choice. It seems that the problem of corruption 
needs to be tackled head-on from the top of the 
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leadership down to the junior ofticers. Moreover, 
stiffer penalties should be applied on both public 
senior officers and j unior officers found guilty of 
any form of co rn1ption . 

After observing recent political events in 
Nigeria, I am convinced that the banned 
politicians from Nigeria's "past" will continue to 
influence "who gets what." l\1ore importantly, 
the proposed two party system does not seem to 
be the solution to eli minati ng the influence of 
ethnicity in politics. For the most part , these two 
parties still are identified wi thin the North-South 
dichotomy . 
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DEMOCRACY MOVE:MENTS IN AFRICA 

Our last issue of the ACAS Bulletin focused on "democratization in Africa" 
and highlighted eight states that are encountering some movement towards 
"democratic" political change. Since that time a number of other African states 
have taken similar directions. Below are updates on some of these recent 
developments. 

ANGOLA: The government of Angola signed a peace agreement with UNIT A on 
May 31 ending a civil war that has taken over 300,000 lives over the past 16 years . 
According to the peace pact, a ceasefire, which went into effect immediately after the 
signing, will be monitored by a joint Political-Military Commission made up of 
representatives of the Angolan government and UNIT A, and observers from Portugal , 
the US and USSR. A UN force of about 500 people also will help supervise the truce. 
In July soldiers from both sides are to gather in assembly points monitored by the 
commission. Their weapons will be stored under supervision of monitoring bodies. 
The US and USSR are to halt shipment of lethal supplies to Angola. A national army 
is to be created , consisting of 40,000 troops - half from the government and half from 
UNITA. Government troops will make up the 6,000-person air force and the 4,000-
person navy, since UNIT A does not possess such forces. Multiparty elections will be 
held between September and November 1992, and international observers are to 
monitor the vote. Legislative elections are to be held on the basis of proportional 
representation. Until the elections, UNIT A is to recognize the authority of the Angolan 
government. Under the revised Angolan constitution, UNIT A is to be granted the right 
to complete as a political party. 

BENIN: In Benin's March 10, 1991 presidential elections, Nicephore Soglo 
received 36% of the vote and President Kerekou 26%. Soglo won the run-off election 
on March 24 with 68% of the vote. Soglo thus becomes the third African leader 
elected to replace an incumbent since January 1991. 

CAMEROONS: Tens of thousands of demonstrators marched through the capital 
of Yaounde on June 9 to express opposition to the nine-year rule of President Paul 
Biya. The demonstrators waved tree branches as symbols of peace, and broke through 
police barricades chanting slogans against political corruption. The Cameroon 
government continues to claim that opposition parties lack broad support. 

CAPE VERDE: On February 17, 1991, President Aristides Pereira was defeated 
by Antonia Mascarenhas Montiero. Monteiro received two-thirds of the vote as the 
candidate of the Movement for Democracy party. Pereira thereby became the first 
African leader to be voted out of office in recent years. 
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COTE D'IVOIRE: Elections held in October 1990 resulted in President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny securing his seventh term of office by receiving more than 80 % of 
the ballots cast. However, Laurent Gbagbo , leader of the Ivorian Popular Front (FPI) , 
alleges that the government stuffed ballot boxes and counted votes from nonexistent 
polling stations. 

ETIDOPIA: The Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front marched 
into Addis Ababa on May 28 and immediately urged governments and relief agencies to 
resume the flow of aid to the nation's estimated 7 million victims of drought and civil 
war. Public de r· mstrations protesting U.S. involvement in the rebel takeover of the 
country followeu, with many protesters referring to the rebel takeover as "Cohen's 
coup" (named after U.S. assistant secretary of state for African Affairs, Herman 
Cohen) . At least ten demonstrators were killed in clashes with government soldiers. 
Representatives of the new regime in Ethiopia said southern Sudanese rebels would be 
expelled from Ethiopia since their presence might threaten the security of neighboring 
Sudan. The rebels said they planned to run Eritrea's affairs separately from the new 
power structure emerging in the Ethiopian capital until a UN-monitored referendum on 
independence for the province could be held. Former Ethiopian leader, Mengistu 
Haile Mariam , fled to Zimbabwe on May 21. The Tigrean-dominated Ethiopian 
Revolutionary Front, which controls the capital of Addis Ababa, began having a 
falling-out with the Eritrean People's Liberation Front in mid-June, especially after the 
Eritrean separatists blocked fuel supplies at the port of Assab which later resulted in 
intermittent blackouts in the capital and produced traffic tie-ups at gasoline pumps. 

GABON: Opposition leader Paul Mba Abessole continues to demand the dissolution 
of Gabon's national assembly and the supervision of new elections by international 
monitors. 

GUINEA: President Lansana Conte agreed to create a democratic political system 
in Guinea, but the military insists it will not retire to the barracks until 1995. Conte, 
who seized power in bloodless coup in 1984, proposes a two stage process towards 
democracy in Guinea, each of which will take five years. After the first stage, a joint 
military/civilian regime will cede power to a civilian system based on multiple political 
parties. Even then, only two parties will be permitted - a government party and a loyal 
opposition party. The Nigerian-styled process appears to lack support from large 
segments of the Guinean population. 

KENYA: The Kenyan Government has reintensified its attack against pro
democracy journalists. Gitobu Imanyara, editor of the Nairobi Law Monthly is being 
held in solitary confinement at Kamiti Maximum Security Prison and is in ill-health. 
He was apprehended by eight plainclothes officers on March 1. On March 5, Mr. 
Imanyara was charged with sedition and with "intention to bring into hatred or 
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contempt or to excite disaffection against the Government of Kenya." The charges 
follow an article published by Imanyara about the formation of an opposition political 
party, the National Democratic Party, by longtime opposition politician J aramogi 
Oginga Odinga. The Nairobi Law Monthly currently possesses a circulation of about 
15 ,000; Kenya has a small legal community of about 1 ,000. (The Lawyers Committee 
for Human Rights recommends letters or telegrams expressing concern about Gitobu 
Imanyara be sent to His Excellency the Honorable Daniel A rap Moi, President of the 
Republic of Kenya, Office of the President, PO Box 330501, Nairobi KENYA. For 
more information contact Lawyers Committee for Human Rights, 330 Seventh Ave. , 
lOth Floor, New York, NY 10001 or telephone 2121629-6170. 

MALI: On April 2, the new military regime in Mali appointed Soumana Sacko to 
supervise a transitional government. The ruling military council led by Lt. Colonel 
Amadou Toure has promised to heed the demands of the people for a genume 
democratic transition and to hold multiparty elections by the end of the year. 

SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE: A former political exile, Miguel Trovoada, 
was elected president on March 3. Former President Pinto da Costa withdrew from the 
election after the defeat of his party in the January 20 legislative elections. 

SOUTH AFRICA: On June 17 the South African Parliament scrapped the 
Population Registration Act of 1950 which laid the legal foundation of apartheid by 
classifying all South Africans by race from birth. Although apartheid's legal basis has 
been removed, the De Klerk government continues to deny voting rights to the 
approximately 30 million Africans who make up 77 percent of the population. Also, 
Africans will not be subject to compulsory military service; white retirees will continue 
to receive larger government pensions than their African counterparts; and municipal 
and township councils will remain racially segregated unless there is mutual willingness 
to integrate them. The Bush Administration has expressed a desire to lift the five-year 
old economic sanctions against South Africa as a reward for the above measures. In 
the event the U.S. Government lifts these sanctions, scores of state, city and county 
governments can maintain their own economic restrictions on South African trade. 

TANZANIA: Tanzania has established a commission to report on public opinion 
regarding multiparty elections. The commission has been given one year to collect its 
data and recommend actions to the ruling party, Chama cha Mapinduzi, and the 
government. 

TOGO: The government of Togo bowed to the demands of pro-democracy 
protestors on June 12 and agreed to a national conference to organize free elections and 
end 24 years of military dictatorship. The people of Togo responded to the 
announcement by dancing in the streets of Lome, celebrating what they called the 
downfall of their autocratic leader, General Gnassingbe Eyadema. 

21 



ZAIRE: Approximately one million people lined Lumumba Boulevard between 
N'Djili airport and Kinshasa on February 24 to welcome home one of Mobutu's 
staunchest opponents , Etienne Tshisekedi wa Mulumba, national leader of the Union 
for Democracy and Social Progress (UDPS). It reportedly took Tshisekedi seven hours 
to make the 10 mile journey as his car threaded its way through crowds waving tree 
branches and hail ing him as "Moses ." Tshisekedi returns to Zaire at a time when the 
country's infrastructure is in ruins, inflation is running at nearly 2000 %, and 
international loans and assistance has been frozen due to government corruption and 
human rights violations. During April 13-15 alone, 42 people were killed by 
government forces during anti-government protests in Mbuji-Mayi. Government 
violence against pro-democracy forces continues in the country. And on April 24 , 
Tshisekedi was barricaded in his house by government troops to prevent him from 
joining a massive UDPS rally. Later a grenade was thrown at his house, damaging the 
front gate. 

ZAMBIA: Frederick Chiluba, leader of Zambia's Trade Union Congress, was 
elected President of the Movement for Multiparty Democracy (MMD) in March. 
Presidential and legislative elections, once scheduled for July, are not expected 
sometime before October. Seven new parties have attempted to register, although the 
MMD is the only successful one so far. 

ANNOUNCE:MENTS 

WOMEN IN AFRICA AND THE AFRICAN DIASPORA: An international 
conference will be held in Nigeria to encourage practitioners and activists to share 
interests and plan collaborative work concerning women in Africa. The deadline for 
proposals and abstracts is December 31, 1991. For more information contact Professor 
Obioma Nnaemeka, French Department, College of Wooster, Wooster, OH 44691; 
216/263-2403. 

THE ORGANIZATION OF NAMffiiAN STUDENTS IN THE USA (ONSA) was 
launched on March 23, 1991. The goal of this organization is to address the concerns 
and needs of Namibians who are studying in the USA and to enable them to play a vital 
role in the restructuring and development of Namibia. For further information about 
ONSA contact: Adam Murangi, 1230 Amsterdam Ave., Whittier Hall #233, New 
York, NY, 10027; 212/222-6331. 

THE WASHINGTON OFFICE ON AFRICA has published an analysis that explains 
how recent reforms in South Africa fail to meet the anti-apartheid sanctions conditions 
set by the Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act of October 2, 1986. For a copy of this 
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report, contact the Washington Office on Africa, 110 Maryland Ave., NE, Suite 112, 
Washington , DC 20002; 202/546-7961. 

THE AMERICAN COMl\UTTEE ON AFRICA (ACOA) has published a transcript 
of its Executive Director's testimony before the House Foreign Affairs Committee on 
April 30. Jennifer Davis testified that South Africa had not met the conditions to 
justify the termination of US sanctions against South Africa. For a copy of this 
testimony, contact The American Committee on Africa, 198 Broadway, New York, 
NY 10038. 

GLOBAL EXCHANGE is organizing a trip to South Africa from August 2-19 that 
will include meetings with delegates from the ANC, South African Council of 
Churches, as well as local community organizations and trade unions. The cost of the 
trip is approximately $3300 including airfare. Scholarships are available for people of 
color. For more information contact Global Exchange, 2141 Mission St. #202, San 
Francisco, CA 94110; 415/255-7296. 

NORTHWESTERN UNIV. LIBRARY LISTINGS now allows Africanists 
worldwide to connect with on-line listings of its library holdings, including the Melville 
J. Herskovits Library of African Studies. Access is gained via modem at institutions 
which have t he Internet System. For more information contact Brian Nielson at 
@nuacvm.acns.nwu.edu at the Northwestern Library. 

CENTER FOR APPLIED RESEARCH IN AFRICAN LANGUAGES, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to African development, seeks volunteers to help develop 
electronic materials in orthography, text analysis, database compilation, and linguistic 
geography. Contact: Stanley Lewis Cushingham, Director, 162 West Rock Ave., New 
Haven, CT 06515-2223; 203/389-8650. 

PHOTO ACQillSITIONS RESEARCHERS (PAR) Inc. is seeking out collections of 
color slides/stills of aspects of African countries. Categories of interest include "Land 
and Resources" (physical features, resources, wildlife ... ), "Population" (ethnic groups, 
cities, educational institutions, shrines ... ), "Economy" (farms, forestry, crops, mines, 
industries, products, energy sources, transport systems ... ), and "Government" (capital, 
governing bodies ... ). PAR will use the images to illustrate the new Microsoft 
Electronic Encyclopedia. They credit images to sources, and will return all candidates 
in a few weeks. They will pay $25 for each image used. For information contact: 
Norman Kagan, Microsoft Encyclopedia, PO Box 594, Church Street Station, New 
York, NY 10008. 

THE AFRICA FUND is urging ACAS members to call President Bush and ask that he 
publicly demand the De Klerk regime in South Africa to honor its promises and release 
all political prisoners immediately. You can call President Bush at 202/456-1111 or 
you can fax him at 202/456-2461. 
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STAFF RESEARCHER VACANCY AT LAWYERS COl\1MITTEE FOR CIVIL 
RIGHTS UNDER LAW. The Southern Africa Project of the Lawyers' Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law operates to ensure that defendants in political trials in South 
Africa receive the necessary resources for their defense and a competent attorney of 
their own choice. They presently are seeking a Staff Researcher who can 1) research 
issues related to the legal and human rights situation in South Africa and Namibia , 2) 
draft congressional testimony, funding proposals , issue papers , speeches, memoranda 
and letters concerning the situation in South Africa and American policy related to 
South Africa, 3) coordinate production of materials for publication , including annual 
reports, direct mail solicitations, and collections of South Africa Project documents , 4) 
maintain files and relevant newspapers for use in research, and 5) answer information 
requests from congressional offices, the media, and other human rights and anti
apartheid organizations. Interested persons should send resume, writing sample and a 
cover letter explaining qualifications and interest in the position to Ms. Gay 
McDougall, 1400 I Street, NW, Suite 400, Washington, DC 20005. 

WORLD VISION has job openings for the following: in Mauritania there is a need 
for an Assaba Nutritionist Supervisor, Social Mobilization for Immunization Project 
Manager, Public/Community Health Nurse, and Logistician. In Mozambique there is a 
need for a Commodities Officer, Agricultural Program Manager, Finance Officer, and 
Agricultural Officer. In Senegal there is a need for an Assistant Child Survival Project 
Manager. In Sudan there is a need for an Agricultural Project Officer, and Food 
Monitor. For more information, contact Cheryl Lovejoy, Senior International 
Recruiter, World Vision, 919 W. Huntington Dr., Monrovia, CA 91016; 81811357-
1111, ext. 2010; Fax 818/358-7615. 

REVIE\\' OF AFRICAN POLITICAL ECONOMY invites ACAS members to obtain 
their April 1991 issue which contains articles on "The New World Order. .. and the 
Implications for Africa, " "The Democracy Debate," and "Southern Africa." Several of 
the authors contributing to the issue are ACAS members. For subscription information 
contact ROAPE Publications Ltd., Box 678, Sheffield S 1 lBF, United Kingdom. 

SOUTH AFRICAN COMPANY MOVES TO IOWA! Inspiration Resources 
Corporation, controlled by the South African mining giant Minorco, announced 
relocation of the company's headquarters from New York to Sioux City, Iowa, where 
its agribusiness unit Terra International Inc. is based. 

UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS urges 
academics of all fields to help send black South African students to university in South 
Africa. Contributions can be made to USSAS, 107 Buffam Rd., Pelham, MA 01002. 

U.S. COMPANIES SELL GUNS TO SOUTH AFRICA. The Africa Fund 
encourages activists to publicize the shipments of shotguns to South Africa by the 
following companies: Jonas Aircraft & Arms (New York), Mossberg and Sons (North 
Haven , CT) , Nossler Bullets (Bend, OR), Blount (Montgomery, AL), Illinois Aviation 
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Center (Rockford, IL), Hornady Mfg. (Carson City, NV), Fleet Shipping Lines (New 
York), Harbert International (Birmingham, AL), Charleshill Trading (address 
unknown) , Amsec International (Marietta, GA), and Pachmayr (address unknown). 

AFRICA'S LARGEST COMPANIES 

South magazine has compiled a list of Africa's 200 largest companies as of 
1990. Among the largest of these companies are the following: 

1) Sonatrach (Algeria) 
2) Sierra Leone Port Authority (Sierra Leone) 
3) Egyptian Tourist Board (Egypt) 
4) Suez Canal Authority (Egypt) 
5) Zambia Consolidated Copper Mines (Zambia) 
6) OCP (Morocco) 
7) Egypt General Petroleum Association (Egypt) 
8) Debswana (Botswana) 
9) Morocco Tourist Board (Morocco) 

10) Textile Industries Corporation (Egypt) 
11) Tunisia Tourist Board (Tunisia) 
12) SIFCA (Kenya) 
13) Kenya Tourist Board (Kenya) 
14) Public Sector for Metallurgical Industries Authority (Egypt) 
15) Petroleum Co-operative Society (Egypt) 
16) Elf Gabon (Gabon) 
17) Nigerian Telecommunications (Nigeria) 
18) Shell Du Maroc (Morocco) 
19) Cocobod (Ghana) 
20) Minerals Marketing Corporation (Zimbabwe) 
21) Aer Algerie (Algeria) 
22) Regie Des Tabacs (Morocco) 
23) Royal Air Maroc (Morocco) 
24) Consolidated Diamond Mines (Namibia) 
25) El Nasr Export & Import (Egypt) 
26) Tobacco Marketing Board (Zimbabwe) 
27) Kenya Breweries (Kenya) 
28) Tobacco Sales Floors (Zimbabwe) 
29) KTDA (Kenya) 
30) SNDP-Agil (Tunisia) 
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Institute for Intern~tion~l Cooper~tion ~nd Development offers solidarity work 
programs to Angola and Mozambique. Activities include: study of language, history, 
and politics ; skill training and fundraising; in-country work and study; and preparation 
and presentation of video, photography and experiences abroad in community education 
projects in North America. For more information contact: IICD, PO Box 103-P, 
Williamston, MA 01267; (413) 458-9828. 

********** 

NOMINATIONS INVITED 
FOR ACAS BOARD AND EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE 

A committee composed of Dave Wiley, Cathy Newbury, and Jim Mittelman 
seeks to identify enthusiastic and energetic individuals to candidate as members on the 
ACAS Board of Directors and Executive Committee. This committee's charge is to 
solicit the names of members who have not previously been on the Board or Executive 
Committee and who are interested in assuming positions of responsibility in ACAS. 
Involvement of diverse people in leadership positions may make ACAS more effective. 
New officers will not only strengthen ACAS but also help to generate ideas for 
innovations. 

Elections will be held at the November 1991 ACAS/ ASA meeting in St. Louis. 
The terms of office are for one year and begin after the elections in St. Louis. Kindly 
complete the following page and return it by September 15, 1991. 
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CANDIDATE FOR ACAS BOARD OR 
OFFICE 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

WORK AFFILIATION: 

INTERESTS IN AFRICA: 

COUNTRIES/SUBREGIONS OF AFRICA: 

THEMES: 

BACKGROUND IN AFRICAN AFFAIRS: 

ACADEMIC: 

OTHER: 

WHAT POSITION WILLING TO SERVE IN? 

REASONS FOR WANTING TO SERVE ON ACAS BOARD OR EXECUTIVE: 

(ADD OTHER COMMENTS ON BACK OF PAGE) 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO: DAVID WILEY 
729 SUNSET LANE 
EAST LANSING, Ml 48823 
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