
17 John Street • New York, NY 10038 • (212) 962-1210 Tilden J. LeMelle, Chairman 

Jennifer Davis, Executive Director 

November 28 , 1994 

Dear NBCSL Member, 

When I was in South Africa a few weeks ago, President Nelson Mandela stressed to me 
the need to keep U.S. state legislators such as yourself involved with the reconstruction and 
development of a new South Africa. I am inviting you to participate in an exciting new 
program of The Africa Fund linking U.S . legislators with their counterparts in southern 
Africa. 

The flrst ever democratic elections in South Africa this April made Nelson Mandela 
president, eliminated the all-white Parliament, elected a truly representative national legislature 
and also elected nine provincial parliaments which will function somewhat like U.S. state 
legislatures. 

It was a stirring experience to witness the flrst 100 days after the new democratic 
government took office. President Mandela and the national Parliament have settled down to 
business. But while there has been transformation at the national level in South Africa, the 
challenge now is to make democracy come alive in the townships, villages, and squatter 
camps. 

In Johannesburg , I met the newly elected members of Parliament for the Pretoria
Witwatersrand-Vereeniging (PWV) region and the North-West region, two of the new 
provinces. The elections brought into government grassroots activists whose expertise had been 
in defying apartheid laws. Now, these leaders are learning how to make laws themselves. They 
will be responsible for the reconstruction and development efforts at local level. They are keen 
to link up directly with their counterparts in the United States, particularly those who were 
elected with a mandate to bring about fundamental change to their districts . 

The Southern Africa Task Force of the National Conference of State Legislatures has 
already issued a statement of intent "to work with The Africa Fund in developing projects that 
strengthen the democratic movement in South Africa." The much awaited end of apartheid has 
also opened up opportunities for linkages with other countries in the region, such as Namibia 
and Zimbabwe. 

To meet these new challenges , The Africa Fund is putting together a program to keep 
U.S . legislators such as yourself informed of important developments and help strengthen 
contact with your counterparts in southern Africa. We will organize a fact-flnding mission by 
U.S. state elected offlcials to South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. In return , elected offlcials 
from southern Africa will also visit the United States. 

I hope you will be willing to share your skills and experience by indicating your interest 
on the enclosed form. 

Peace, 

Dumisani S. Kumalo 
Projects Director 

Established by The Am er ican Committee on Af rica, 1966 • Contributions are cox-deductible 



17 John Street • New York, NY 10038 • {21.2) 962-1.210 

November 1994 

Dear Dumisani, 

Tilden J. LeMelle, Chairman 
Jennifer Davis, Executive Director 

I am delighted to learn that The Africa Fund is developing a 
program to link state legislators in the United States with their 
counterparts in southern Africa. 

Please keep me informed about your program. 

NAME: 

POSITION: 

STATE LEGISLATURE: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP: 

KEY STAFF CONTACT: 

TELEPHONE: ( ) 

FAX: ( ) 

(Mail to: Dumisani s. Kumalo, The Africa Fund, 17 John Street, 
12th Floor, New York, NY 10038. 

or Fax to: 212-964-8570) 
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