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South Africa is a wealthy, highly industrialized nation, 
yet its growing prosperity is enjoyed only by the white 
South Africans. Although the while population is a 
minority ( 4.5 million), it maintains a postion of total 
economic and political power over the non·whlte 
population (20 million) through the system of apartheid. 

What Is Apartheid? 
Apartheid is a policy of racial separation in the legal, 

political, economic and cultural structures of South 
African society, dividing the white population from the 
Africans, Asians, and "Coloureds" (the government's 
term for those from a "mixed" racial background). 
Under the apartheid laws of the white government, the 
non-white population faces severe restrictions in aU 
aspects of their lives. Blacks have no political rights -
they cannot vote or form political organizations, and a\1 
major black organizations and newspapers are cur· 
rently banned. As for employment, blacks can only hold 
low-paying and unskilled jobs, and cannot by law earn 
more than whites, or have a skilled managerial position. 
Trade unions for non-whites are outlawed and strikes 
are illegal. All public facilities are segregated, with the 
facilities for blacks being far inferior to those for whites. 

Migrant Labor System and " Homelands" 
The most striking feature of the apartheid system is the 

white government's plan for territorial separation of 
whites from non-whites, and of creating a wrjte 
economy served primarily by non-white migratory 
labor. Although the whites comprise only 20 percent of 
the total population, they control 87 percent of the land, 
including all the urban and industrial areas, and the 
most fertile and mineral-rich land. The government has 
allocated only 13 percent of the land, of the poorest 
quality, to the majority of the people, the black 
popula tlon. 
The government's plan is to send all "non-productive" 

Africans, those not directly contributing to the white 
economy, to the non-white areas. Women, children and 
the elderlY and disabled, considered "surplus popu· 
lation" by the whites, are removed by the thousands to 
the isolated and barren tracts of land called the 
"Bantustans", or "Homelands", where they live In 
impoverished and crowded conditions. 



Under the contract migratory labor pattern, where 
blacks can find employment only in the white areas, 
families are forced to separate. Black workers cannot 
reside permanentlY in the white areas, aod cao remain 
only as long as they are employed. Residing In 
overcrowded townships outside the modern cities, the 
black workers live in single-sex hostels or shacks owned 
by the whites. The majority or the black mothers livlng 
in the Bantustans must raise their children without their 
husbands, who can visit them only two weeks out of the 
year. The movement between the Bantustans and the 

"Stand still or I shoot." 



white areas is stricUy regulated by the Pass Laws, under 
which all non-whiles over 16 years old must carry 
identifies lion passbooks 24 hours a day, or be punished 
by imprisonmenl 

Results of the Apartheid System 
As a result or apartheid, the white minority is assured a 

plentiful supply of cheap black labor, and is able to 
retain exclusive use of the nation's most valuable 
resources for whites only. While the white population 
enjoys one of the highest standards of living in the world, 
the non-white population is subjugated to the lowest 
levels of poverty. (The average income for a family or 
five is 15 times greater for whiles than for blacks.) While 
non-whiles comprise 82 percent of the workforce, whiles 
receive 70 percent of the total national Income. (A while 
worker earns ten times more than a black worker on the 
average, and this wage gap is still Increasing.) While 
high quality medical services are available for aU 
whites, blacks suffer from malnutrition, disease, and 
one or the highest infant mortality rates in the world. (In 
the Bantustans, 50 percent or the children die before they 
are five years old.) While while children have compul· 
sory and free education, bbcks must pay for an 
education of an inferior quality that trains them only 
enough to penorm unskilled labor. (The government 
spends 18 times more for each white child's education 
than for each black child's - 45 percent of all black 
children do not go to school.) And while while families 
have their homes and children cared for by black 
servants and nannies, these same black women must 
leave their own children far away in the Bantustans with 
friends or relatives, in order to find work to support their 
families. 

Repression and Resistance 

For the non-while population, South Africa has been a 
history of extreme poverty, degradation and repression. 
Over 2,000 non-whiles are arrested every day for 
violation of the Pass Laws, ·and thousands are impris· 
oned under detention laws for long periods without trial. 
Resistance to apartheid policies continues to bring 
police brutality and violence, as brutally displayed in the 
1976 Soweto uprising, when hundreds of unarmed school 
children were shot down In the streets during a protest. 



~owever, the resistance movement against apartheid is 
steadily growing inside South Africa, with the African 
National Congress (ANC) recognized by the United 
/Nations as the leading force in this struggle. 

I u.s. Investment In South Africa 
Although many countries and world organizations, 

including the United Nations, have denounced the 
I apartheid regime of South Africa and have restricted 

I arms, trade and other activities with South Africa, many 
industrialized nations still support the apartheid rule 
through economic investment Even though the United 
States government has publicly denounced apartheid, 

j the U.S. Is still South Africa's largest trading parlner, 

I 
and second largest investor, with investments of over 
$1.6 billion. Finding the ready supply of cheap black 
labor to he highly profitable, currently 350 U.S. 
corporations are located in South Africa (Including 
Uniroyal, United Technologies, and Monsanto). Through 
its capital investments, the U.S. helps strengthen the 
apartheid economy and provides a guaranteed supply of 
oil, computers, cars and machinery to the South African 
industry and military. It also helps maintain the 
subjugation of the workforce and a low wage area for 
multinational corporations toprofitfrom, weakening the 
position of workers in the U.S. and the rest of the world. 



Campaign Against Apartheid in the U.S. 

As the situation in South Africa escalates towards civil 
war, opposition to apartheid is increasing throughout the 
world. In the U.S., pressures are being exerted on U.S. 
banks and corporations to stop investments in South 
Africa. Student and community groups have demanded 
universities and city governments to divest their stock in 
any U.S. companies doing business in South Africa. 

What You Can Do 
The Springfield Committee Against Apartheid is trying 

to educate the Springfield community on the South 
African situation, and to help organize campaigns 
against U.S. involvement with the aparllheid regime. We 
have shown educational films on South Africa, invited 
South Africans to speak on apartheid, boycotted local 
stores selling South African products, and are working 
on divestment campaigns against companies doing 
business in South Africa. 
Any efforts to reduce U.S. support of the current South 

African government and economy will strengthen the 
struggle against apartheid within South Africa. To make 
these local efforts effective, however, we need wide
spread community participation. We ask for your 
support and involvement in the committee. 

For 1\lore Information, 
Contact: 

Springfield Committee To End Apartheid 
o/o 1\lartin Luther King Commumity Ho:Jse 

22 Concord Terrace 
Springfield, 1\lass. 


