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PROMINENT AMERICAN JURISTS TAKE OUT ADS IN SOUTH AFRICA 
FOCUSING ON TREASON TRIAL OF BLACK TRADE UNION LEADER 

Ten prominent American judges and lawyers have taken out full-page ads this 
week in two South African newspapers putting the apartheid government on notice that 
they are monitoring a major treason trial there. 

The ads, which ran in the Johannesburg Star (4-21) and the Ca e Tim (4-20), 
focus on the case of Moses Mayekiso, one of South Africa's most promment bla k trade 
union leaders. 

Mayekiso, General Secretary of the National Union of Metalworkers of South 
Africa (NUMSA), currently is on trial with four other defendants on charges of treason, ' 
subversion and sedition. Those allegations relate to organizing efforts to improve 
conditions in Alexandra, a black township outside Johannesburg. 

The committee of American jurists formed late last year to monitor the Mayekiso 
trial because of its worldwide importance. The group includes a former justice of the 
U.S. Supreme Court, a former Attorney General, a number of Appeals Court jud~es and 
other prominent legal figures. 

One South African newspaper, Business Day, refused to carry the jurists' 
committee's ad. 

Both the Johannesburg Star and Cape Times (Capetown) rejected the ad'~ original 
text, claiming it would violate legal restrictions imposed by the South African government. 

The Star and Cape Times, both part of the Argus newspaper chain, finally agreed 
to run a revised version of the ads (see attached). 

"Observers believe the Mayekiso case is crucial, because it could determine the 
legal parameters of a number of political activities that have occurred throughout (South 
Africa) during the past few years," the newspaper ads stated. 

"The Committee believes the trial of Mayekiso and his four c<rdefendants raises 
critical questions about fundamental issues of justice and due process under li!w," the 
ad said. · 

"The case is an unparalleled test for South Africa's legal system beneath the 
spotlight of international opinion," it stated. 
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"The Committee will monitor fairly and accurately the trial and report to the 
American public on the proceedings as they develop," the ad noted. . 

The group of prominent American jurists convened at the invitation of Owen 
Bieber, president of the United Auto Workers (UAW)· union. The UA W paid for the 
newspaper ads. · 

One member of the Committee visited South Africa last year and acquainted 
himself with the facts of the case. It is hoped that one or more of the jurists' group 
will be permitted to enter South Africa to observe portions of the Mayekiso trial later 
this year. 

Mayekiso, a former autoworker, was arrested in June, 1986, upon his return to 
South Africa from a trade union conference in Sweden. He was placed in detention 
without charge and without access to attorneys until April, 1987, when he was formally 
charged. with treason, subversion and sedition. 

The first two charges potentially are capital crimes in South Africa for which 
a defendant, upon conviction, may be sentenced to death by hanging. The judge in the 
trial however, has indicated the death penalty would not be imposed should the defendants 
be found guilty. 

The five defendants are accused of undermining government administrative and 
judicial authority in Alexandra township through alleged support for rent and consumer 
boycotts and "people's courts." 

Critics of the apartheid government in South Africa are concerned that the 
prosecution of Mayekiso may be motivated by a desire to weaken the efforts of trade 
unionists who involve themselves in community activities. 

The 10 members of the American Committee of Jurists monitoring the case of 
Moses Mayekiso include, in alphabetical order: 

• GRIFFIN B. BELL, former U.S. Attorney General who for 15 years served as a 
federa.l judge on the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit~ 

• WILLIAM T. COLEMAN, JR., a lawyer and Chairman of the NAACP Legal Defense 
and Education Fund who formerly served as U. S. Secretary of Transportation 
during the Ford Administration. 

• MARVIN E. FRANKEL, a New York· City attorney who for 13 years served on 
the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York. 

• ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, who served on the U.S. Supreme Court from 1962 through 
1965 f~ll~wing two years as Secretary of Labor during the Kennedy Administration. 

• ELIZABETH HOLTZMAN, the District Attorney for Brooklyn, New York, who 
previously served four terms as a Member of the U.S. Congress representing part 
of New York City. 
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• DAMON J. KEITH, a federnl judge on the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the 
Sixth Circuit who formerly was Chairman of the Michigan Civil Rights Commission. 

• ABNER J. MIKVA, a federal judge on'the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the 
District of Col.umbia who previously served five terms as a Member of the U.S. 
Congress representing north Chicago. 

• ELEANOR HOLMES HORTON, a law professor at Georgetown University in 
Washington, D.C. who is the former chair of the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission. 

• STEPHEN REINHARDT, a federal judge on the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit who formerly served as the President of the Los Angeles Police 
Commission and Secretary of the 1984 Los Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee. 

• BENKO C. SCHMIDT, JR., the President of Yale University who formerly was 
the Dean of the Columbia Univesity Law School and remains a legal scholar 
specializing in constitutional law and ~he history of race relations: -
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