
South Africa Resource Guide 
for study and action 

The nation · at a glance 
Zambia 

Location: 
Southern tip of Africa , overlooking sea routes 

between Atlantic and Indian oceans. Bordered 
on the north. by Mozambique, Swaziland, 
Zimbabwe, Botswana and Namibia (i llegally 
occupied by South African troops in defiance of 
United Nations resolutions and World Court 
decisions). Totally surrounds Lesotho. 

Size: · 
471 ,234 square miles (three times the size of 

California). 

Population: 
28.5 million (1 981) . The South Afri can 

government divides South Africans into fou r 
major racial groupings for purposes of 
determining citizenship rights: 

African (formerly "Bantu"; 20.8 million 72% 
also black*) 

"Colored" (of mixed racial 
descent) 

2.6 million 9% 

Indian (or As.ian) .8 million 3% 

White (predominantly English 4.5 million 16% 
or Dutch "Afrikaaner" ethnic 
origin) 

(*The government calls those of African ethn ic 
origin blacks. Those fighting apartheid use the 
term to include all oppressed by apartheid, 
including Africans, coloreds and Asians. Un less 
otherwise noted, that w ill be the usage here. 

Religion: 
80% Christian, 1.6% H indu, . . 8% M uslim. 

Major Christ ian groups include: Dutch Reformed 
(1 5%; 40% of w hites are members and white 
churches support apartheid); Methodist (1 0%); 
Roman Catholic (9%; membership is 80% 
black, but bishops and clergy 80% white); 
Anglican (8%); African Independent Churches 
(1 5%; virtually all black); Presbyterian; Lutheran; 
Congregationa l. (1983) 

Economy: 
Gross national product (GNP) = $74.38 bill

ion (1 982). 

Major agricultural products: Corn* ; wool; 
wheat; sugarcane; tobacco; c itrus fru its*; 
vegetables* . 

Major mineral resources: South Africa is the 
world 's leading producer of gold* (more than 
60% of world's supply!; gold accounted for more 
than 60% of total South African mining output 
in 1981); g~m d iamonds*; antimony; vanadium . 
It is one of the top th ree producers of asbestos; 
chromite* (has more than 60% of world 's supply); 
industria l diamonds; manganese; plati num*; 
uranium*; vermicu l ite. Also has extensive 
deposits of coal*; copper; lead; nickel ; titan ium; 
zinc, and iron or~s . * 

Major industrial products: Assembled 
automobiles; machinery; textiles; iron and steel*; 
chemicals; fertilizer; fish . 
(* = Major export) 

NAmibitJ 

J'Ollflt A/rica 

Biggest buyers of South African exports 
(1982) 
japan $1.53 billion 
Britain $1. 30 billion 
U.S. $1.21 billion 
Switzerland $ .94 billion 
West Germany $ .78 billion 
France $ .41 billion 

Biggest exporters to South Africa (1982) 
West Germany · $2 .50 billion 
U .S. $2.47 billion 
Britain $2 .02 billion 
japan $1 .70 billion 
France $ .71 bill ion 
Switzer land $ .29 bi llion 
Major South African imports: Mach inery; 
transport equipment; chemica ls; oi l; computers. 

Military expenditures: 1 5% of the annual 
government budget. In 1984, military spending 
increased 21.4% and expenditures on the police 
by 41%. 
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What is apartheid? 
Apartheid (pronounced apart-hate) means "apart" 

or "separate" in Afrikaans, the language of the domi
nant white minority group in South Africa. It represents 
the government policy - and the system created by 
that policy - of legalized racism in the Republic of 
South Africa. 

Since white settlement of South Africa began in 
1652, the white minority gradually imposed a system 
of political, economic and social discrimination 
against, and segregation of, the black majority. This 
enabled white settlers to gain and maintain control of 
the land, black labor and political and military power. 
The discovery of valuable mineral resources in the 
mid and late 1800s fueled white efforts to exclude 
blacks, mostly Africans, from owning land or exerting 
any voting rights. 

The 1948 electoral victory of the Afrikaaner-domi
nated Nationalist party accelerated the extension of 
segregationist policies into all facets of black life. The 
party explicitly espoused an ideology of "separate de
velopment" of the races, called apartheid. 

Under apartheid, all South Africans are classified 
by the color of their skin or by ancestry into one of 
four major racial groups: 

- African (formerly called "Bantu") 

- Colored (those of racially mixed parentage) 

-Asians (mostly of Indian ethnic background) 

- Whites (those of European descenl, predomi-
nantly Dutch- also called Boer or Afrikaaner _:_and 
English) 

Under apartheid, most economic, political and so
cial rights are reserved for South Africa's 4.5 million 
whites. The 24 million blacks (a term including Afri 
cans, coloreds and Asians) are denied most if not al l 
of these rights. 

Five of every six South Africans are black, yet: 

-They cannot vote for the government that rules 
them; 

- They cannot live or work where they choose, 
except in areas or jobs designated "for blacks" by the 
white minority; 

-They cannot strike for better wages and working 
conditions without risking jai l; 

-They cannot marry someone from another racial 
group; 

- They are denied access to free and quality edu
cation, decent housing and health care. 

Mechanisms of apartheid control 
The white minority maintains apartheid through an 

elaborate system of repressive laws aimed at limiting 
blacks' political rights, economic resources and free
dom of movement, activity and speech. Some of these 
mechanisms of apartheid control include: 

-Denying blacks the right to vote. Until recently, 
only whites could vote for the ruling parliament. 
Under the 1984 constitution, those designated "col
ored" or "Asian" will be allowed to elect representa
tives to their own segregated parliamentary bodies. 
The white chamber, however, will retain the largest 
number of members and thus control election of the 
president, who will gain expanded executive powers. 
The 72 ~~ .- c2-nt ,A,f;-;ca;:; T.; ajori ty ~~5 tvtall y 
excluded from this new arrangement. 

- Controlling the land. A series of laws dating 
back to 1913 allows whites to control 87 percent 
of the country's land and prohibits blacks from owning 
land in this area. This includes the richest farmland 
and virtually all mining and urban industrial areas. 
Whites determine the small enclaves within this area 
where blacks may live on a temporary basis as work
ers. The remaining 13 per cent of the country has 
been divided into 10 so-called "homelands" or ban
tustans allocated to the African majority on a tri bal 
basis. These bantustans are scattered in more than 80 
separate, noncontiguous pieces of !and and are iso
lated, barren, overpopulated and poverty-stricken. 
Their leaders have been selected an~ installed by the 
South African government. 

- Denying Africans citizenship. The bantustans 
provide a pretext for excluding Africans from full 
citizenship rights. This system turns the African major
ity into foreigners in their own land. The South African 
government has declared four of these bantustans "in
dependent." Between 1976 and 1982, more than 
eight million Africans were assigned "citizenship" in 
these "homelands' '' although many had never l ived 
in or visited them. Since 1960, more than 3.5 million 
Africans have been forcibly resett led in (or "endorsed 
out to") these homelands. The white government has 
used the bantustans to claim blacks have ach ieved 
"self-determination" and to justify not spending public 
funds on needed social services for the black majority. 

-Controlling freedom of movement. The white 
government maintains control of blacks' movement 
through several mechanisms: 

- "Pass laws" require all blacks to carry "pass
books" at all times which record where they are legally 
allowed to live and work, fingerprints, work record, 
tax and family status, and tribe and race (as deter
mined by the government). In 1982 alone, the govern
ment, which uses computers to operate the pass sys
tem, arrested more than 200,000 blacks for fai l ing to 
carry their passbooks. 

- "Influx control" laws define what blacks may 
legally enter "white" areas, for what reasons, under 
what cond itions and for how long. Blacks must meet 
strict residence and employment requirements to be 
allowed to stay beyond·72 hours. Those not meeting 
these requirements are subject to forced removals 
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SIGNS such as this one in Durban forbid blacks from 
using public facilities alongside whites. 

from these areas, most often to the bantustans . This 
turns millions of blacks into migrant workers in their 
own country, a pool of cheap labor employed on a 
contract basis that must be renewed yearly. W ives, 
children and old people are generall y viewed · as 
"superfluous appendages" and expelled to the bantu
stans. Many African men are forced to live much of 
their married lives as if they were single, seeing their 
families for a few weeks once a year. 

- Repressing dissent. Those protesting against 
apartheid are subject to laws which define most dis
sent as illegal. Such laws as the Public Safety Act, the 
Suppression of Communism Act, the Terrorism Act 
and the Internal Security Act have caljsed thousands 
of people to be arrested, 44,300 between 1976 and 
1979 alone. South Afr ica has the highest prison popu
lation in the world (440 in jail for every 100,000 
people; the U.S. figure is 198). Protesters against apart
heid often face: 

- Banning, a unique South African method of 
silencing critics - most of them white - by geo
graphically restricting their travel and residence; bar
ring them from public speaking, writing, appearing 
at public meetings or being quoted; and limiting the 
number of people they may meet at any one time. A 
banned person may not appeal this status and is often 
forced to give up his or her job. 

-Detention without trial. In many cases, they are 
held incommunicado indefinitely. The government 
has no obligation to publicly acknowledge the deten
tion. 

- Torture, including beatings, breaking of teeth 
with pi iers, electric shocks, sleep deprivation and 
other physical and mental abuse (as reported by Am
nesty International). '._ 

-Death in detention. Sixty-five people are know~ , 
to have died in detention since 1963. Inquests have 
verified some deaths were caused by police violence, 
others by suicide after brutal torture. 

How apartheid af 

Population 

land 

Education 
Per capita spending 

Teacher/pupil ratio 

Total number of students 

In primary school 
Secondary schools 
Post-high school level 

School completion 

Health 
Infant mortal ity 

- Rural areas 
Life expectancy 

Men 
Women 

Disease (1 «]76) 
Tubercu losis cases 
Malaria cases 
Typhoid cases 

Doctors available (1982) 
Med school graduates 

(1968-1977) 
Hospital bed ratio 
Protein deficiency 

Right to vote 

Unionization: 
Right to form unions 

Membership (1983) 

Strikes (1982) 

Income and 
employment 
Living on incomes below 

poverty level 

Bantustan income 

Mining (May 1983) 

WHITES 

4.5million (16%) 

87% (richest farmland, m 
mines, urban areas) 

Free; compulsory 
$1 '115 

1:18 

1.283 million 

55% 
30% 
15% (80,000) 

13 per 1 ,000 live births 

67 
74 

759 
137 
100 
1:330 

97% 
1 :61 

Yes 

Yes 

97,000+ 

0 

Average Monthly Wage $1 ,395 

Manufacturing (May 1983) 
AverageMorithlyWage $1 ,290 

Agricu lture 70,000 farmers; 

Domestic workers 

'·what have 
others done 
to protest 
apartheid? 

Average monthly income:$.; 

- Mor~ than 1 ,800 people have .. ~E 
since Thanksgiving 1984 for civil disobe 

ing protests at South Afri ca's e 
Washington and its consulates elsew 
U .S. For the first time in U .S. churcf 
Catholic bishop was arrested in an act 
obedience. Civil d isobedience actions 
ring in Washington, New York, Seattl 
Boston , Chicago and Berkeley. Other 
tions have been held in Los Angeles, 
Mobile, New Orleans, San Francisco 
South African consuls in U.S. cit ies ha 
targets of protests; those in Boston , Pitt 
Portland (OR) 1-Jave resigned . 

- San Francisco longshoremen ref1 
load a Dutch ship filled with South AI 
until ordered to do so by a federal jucl 

- Thirty-five conservative members 
House and two Republican senators 
South African embassy Dec. 6, 1984, 
would support economic sanctions u 
Africa makes serious and significant s 



'ects peoples' I ives 

st 

,383 

BLACKS 

24 million (84%) (includes Africans, coloreds, 
Asians) 

13% (barren rural areas) 

Parents must pay; not compulsory 
$170 (Africans); $310 (coloreds); 

$625 (Asians) 
1 :39 (Africans); 1 :27 (coloreds); 

1 :24 (Asians) 
3.708 million (Africans); 2 million unable to 

attend school because of lack of classrooms. 

83% (Africans) 
16% (Africans) 
2% (7,000) (Africans) 

54% of African schoolchildren leave before end 
of third grade. 

62 (coloreds); 24 (Asians) 
220-320 per 1,000 (Africans) 

55 (Africans) 
60 (Africans) 

47,592 (Africans) 
1,603 (Africans) 
3,056 (Africans) 
1 :91,000 (Africans); 1:12,000 (coloreds) 

3% 
1 :337 in the bantustans 
60% of all black children 

No (Africans) . Coloreds and Asians may vote only 
for segregated legislatures. 

No except under strict I imits. Strikes and col lective 
bargaining virtually illegal. 

264,000-350,000 (Africans), equalling 7% of 
urban black workers, 20% of industrial workers 

394 strikes involving 141,571 workers 

Johannesburg (62%); Pretoria (58%); 
Durban (65%) - excludingmedical and · 

· educational costs 
5.1 f:d m. people in non-" independent" bantustans 

had no measurable income (1980) 

$260 (Afri can); $430 (colored ); 
$690 (Asian) · 

$320 (African); $365 (colored); 
$460 (Asian) 

1.3 million work on white-owned farms; 
average monthly wage = $20-40 

Typical monthly salary: $40-80 

en arrested 
~ iencedur
tn l>assy in 
~ere in the 
1 history , a 
of civil dis
are occur-

ending apartheid. On Dec. 10, the incoming chair 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Richard 
Lugar (R-Ind. ) called on President Reagan to de
nounce apartheid "much more sharply and much 
more often ." 

-A Pittsburgh antiapartheid group got a depart
ment store to stop selling the gold krugerrand coin 
Dec. 18, 1984,_ after several demonstrations. There 
have been similar actions in Miarni , Minneapolis
St. Paul, Detroit and Indianapolis . 

' Houston, 
Clemonstra
Pittsburgh, 

. Honorary 
ve become 
;;burgh and 

~ sed to un
rican cargo 
ge. 

of the U.S. 
wrote the 

saying they 
~ l ess South 
eps toward 

-Church-related groups and two state pension 
funds holding stock valued at $74 million filed 30 
shareholder resolutions in 1983 with 28 companies 
protesting their involvement with South Africa . 
They plan to file 23 this year. 

- Five states (Massachusetts, Connecticut, Ne
braska, Michigan and Maryland), 17 cities (includ
ing New York, Grand Rapids, Philadelphia and the 
District of Columbia), anq the Virgin Islands have 
passed divestment bills. More than 23 other states 
and many towns, cities and counties are consider
ing such bills. 

U.S. ties to South Africa 
Economic: 

The total direct U.S. stake in South Africa currently 
amounts to about $14 billion, including: 

- $2.63 billion (1982) in direct investment by more 
than 350 U.S. corporations (about 20 per cent of all 
its foreign investment, second only to Britain's). The 
average rate of return on this investment between 
1979 and 1982 was 18.7 per cent (worldwide average 
was 16 per cent). Big investors include: Mobil Oil 
($426 m.); SOHIO [Kennecott] ($345 m.); Caltex 
($334 m.); General Motors ($243 m.); Ford ($213 
m.); Newmont ($127m.); Goodyear ($97 m.); Gen
eral Electric ($93 m.). 

- $3.88 billion (1983) in bank loans by more than 
125 U.S. banks to government and private borrowers. 
Big lenders include: Citibank; BankAmerica; Morgan 
Guaranty; Chase Manhattan; Chemical Bank; Bankers 
Trust; Continental Bank; First Boston; First Chicago; 
Manufacturers Hanover. 

- $7.6 billion in South African stockholdings 
owned by U.S. individuals and institutions. 

Many U.S. corporations and banks have an indirect 
stake in the South African white-controlled economy 
through: 

- Large construction or service contracts (e.g., 
Fluor's $4.7 billion contract for building an oil from 
coal facility); 

- Markets for U.S. goods (e.g., IBM's $262 m. 
annual sales); 

- Needing South Africa's resources (e.g., its 
uranium, gold, diamond) . 

Corporate support of apartheid: 
U.S. corporate involvement in South Africa is critical 

to maintaining apartheid. All such corporations pay 
South African taxes used to finance the white-minority 
government. All abide by South African laws forbid
ding whites from being supervibed by blacks and al
lowing their facilities to be turned over to the South 
African military in the event of ".-::ivil unrest." 

U.S. corporations provide strategic assistance to 
apartheid, in several areas. 

-Computers: IBM, Control Data, NCR and other 
U.S. firms control 70 per cent of the market; more 
than 4,500 U.S. computers help the government oper
ate the pass system, keeping race classification rec
cords and monitoring the movement of 24 million 
blacks. 

- Transport: Ford, General Motors and Chrysler 
control 33 per cent of the market, supplying vehicles 
to the military and police. 

- Heavy machinery: GE has supplied train engines 
used to transport troops; Caterpi liar Tractor bulldozers 
have been used to flatten "illegal" black squatters' 
communities during forced removals. 

- Energy: Mobil, Caltex, Exxon, Texaco and other 
U.S. firms control 44 per cent of South Africa's pet
roleum products market. Oil, the only key natural 
resource South Africa lacks, is so key to its military 
and police it is considered a "munition of war." U.S. 
firms such as Westinghouse, NewmontMining, Union 
Carbide and Honeywell have helped develop South 
Africa's nuclear energy industry, mining uranium, 
building reactors and providing technology and 
equipment. 

- Finance: U.S. banks have helped South Africa 
to weather its trade deficits, resulting in part from 
heavy mil itary purchases abroad, and to finance proj
ects aimed at making South Africa less vulnerable to 
international sanctions or domestic black labor unrest. 

Government ties: 
U.S. policy under the Reagan administration has 

given South Africa concrete assistance in several 
areas: 

- Allowed electric shock batons to be sold to South 
Africa; 

- Approved U.S. training of South African Coast 
Guardsmen; 

- Eased restrictions on selling U.S. goods to the 
South African military and police and ignored appar
ent viola.tions of the UN arms embargo against South 
Africa, especially as regards "dual use" items such as 
planes; 

- Al.lowed the sale of a Control Data computer 
capable of monitoring nuclear weapons explosions; 

- Actively backed South Africa's request for a $1 
billion loan from the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in 1982; 

- Actively backed South Africa's request fo~ a $1.1 
billion loan from the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in 1982; -

- Backed'SoutFIATrican refusal to -end 1ts iliegaf 
military occupation of Namibia; 

- Refused to protest forcecl removals of thousands 
of black South ·Africans or increased repression of 
opponents of apartheid. 

What 
can 
you 
do? 

1. Learn more about apartheid and U.S. 
support for it. Many organizations can pro
vide more information (see list below). 

are mined under very dangerous and 
exploitative conditions for black South Afri
can miners. 

2. Support municipal and state legis/a· 
tion barring public funds from being in· 
vested in banks or corporations active in 
South Africa. 

5. Support bipartisan national legislation 
(The Anti-Apartheid Act of 1985) to ban 
new U.S. investment in, or US bank loans 
and computer sales to, South Africa [and 
U.S. imports of South African Brugerrand 
gold coins]. 3. Organize bank deposit withdrawals 

by your church, union, campus and commu
nity group and friends from banks that lend 
to South Africa. Churches, unions and uni
versities are increasingly divesting their en
dowments and pension funds from bank~ and 
companies doing business in or with South 
Africa. 

6. Counter South African propaganda. 
Write or call newspaper, TV and radio 
editors and newscasters protesting inaccu
rate or biased stories or editorials on South 
Africa. Urge more frequent, in-depth stories. 

7. Boycott South African products and 
ask your local stores not to carry them. Such 
products include: some fresh fruits, jams and 
marmalades, canned meats and fish, cheese 
and wines. 

4. Ask your local banks and coin dealers 
not to sell krugerrands. The U.S. is the 
largest market for these gold coins, which 

Resource groups _ _ _________ _ 
Africa Faith and Justice Network, 1233 Lawrence 

Street NE, Washington, DC 20017 • (202)-832-3412 
(educates and organizes on justice issues on behalf of 
religious orders with missioners in Africa). 

Africa News, P.O. Box 3851, Durham, NC 27702 
(Bi-weekly news and information on all of Africa, with 
intense coverage of southern Africa - $25 / year). 

American Committee on Africa/Africa Fund, 198 
Broadway, Suite 401, New York, NY 10038 • (212)-
962-1210 (research, education, divestment campaigns; 
distributes literature; speakers' bureau). 

American Friends Service Committee, Southern 
Africa Program, 1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 

. 19102 • (215) 241-7169 (regional and national educa
tional and mobilizing work). 

Catholic Institute for International Relations, 22 
Coleman Fields, London N1 7AF, U.K., (research, infor
mation, education on southern Africa). 

Episcopal Churchmen for South Africa, 853 B road
way, Room 1005, New York, NY 10115 • (212)-477-
0066 (monitors developments; newsletter). 

Interfaith Center for Corporate Responsibility, 475 
Riverside Drive, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10115 • 
(212)-870-2293 (coordinates· corporate shareholders' 
resolutions on. South Africa for churches). 

International Defense and Aid Fund for Southern 
Africa, P.O. Box 17, Cambridge, MA 02138 • (617)-
491 -8343 (legal and material aid to apartheid victims; 
publications, film, exhibits). 

TransAfrica, 545 8th Street SE, Suite 200, 
Washington, DC 20003 • (202) 547-2550 (major black 
lobby on U.S. Africa and Caribbean policy; does legis
lative advocacy, publishes monthly and quarterly pub
lications; has local chapters). 

Washington Office on Africa, 110 Maryland Avenue 
NE, Washington, DC 20002 • (202) 546-7961 (spon· 
sored by major Protestant groups, the Society of African 
Missions (SMA) and White Fathers, the United Auto 
Workers and the United Steelwo'*ers; legislative advo
cacy on southern Africa issues; quarterly newsletter and 
Action Memos. Operates Anti-Apartheid Action Hot· 
line at (202) 546-0408). 
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Chronology 
of South Africa 
A his tory of black struggle 

9th century • Khoi -Khoi and San peoples (called Hotten
AD tots and Bushmen by the white settlers) inhabit 

region; Nguni-speakers in northern Transvaal. 

15th century • Cattle-herding Nguni settle along southeast 
coast of future Natal. 

1652 • Dutch East India Company establishes trad
ing post at Cape Town; Dutch settlers slowly 
expand settlements inland. Khoi-Khoi begin 
fighting settlers in 1659. 

1702 • Dutch settlers and Xhosa clash for first time 
near Fish river. 

1806-1815 • Britain takes over Cape Colony from the 
Dutch; Zulu peoples expand to north and west. 

1836 • Dutch-speaking settlers begin "Great Trek" 
east to escape British control; these "Boers" 
begin calling themselves "Afrikaaners." 

1840-18605 • Rise of Boer republics and various African 
kingdoms insideSouth Africa . 

1845-1875 • British introduce segregationist system along 
Natal coast. 

1860 • Indian indentured workers brought to Natal 
to work on sugar plantations. 

1867-1870 • First major diamond discoveries in central 
South Africa. 

1879 • British imperial forces defeated by Zulus at 
lsandhlwana. 

1886 • Gold found in Transvaal near present-day 
Johannesburg. 

1899-1902 • · British defeat Afrikaaners in Anglo-Boer war; · 
many Boer women and chi ldren die in British 
concentration camps. 

1906 • Briti sh suppress the Bambata tribal rebellion 
against wh ite settlement, marking end to period 
of tribal resistance to white rule. 

1910 • B.ritain grants home rule to South Africa's 
wh ite minority, forming Union of South Africa; 
voting rights for blacks limited to few owning 
land in Cape. 

1911 • Whites pass Native Labor Regulations Act, 
_ :r - --- __ _a}J.Q.W.i ngl'>h':l;~;;.~·~~ng ,iobs but making 

str ikes by blacks a crime. - · 

1912 • African National Congress (ANC) founded to 
peacefully protest the "color bar" and seek 
greater rights for blacks; marks beginning of 
period of national (rather than tribal) black op
position to apartheid. 

1913 • Native Land Act bars Africans from owning 
land outside of areas "reserved" for them 
(equalling only seven per cent of the country's 
land area) as a "temporary" measure; land scar
city forces Africans to work on wh ite farms, in 
mines. 

1914 • Mohandas Gandhi begins passive resistance 
campaign for Asian · rights in Natal and Trans
vaal. 

1920 • African mineworkers' strike for better wages 
and working conditions suppressed; two years 
later, white miners fearing job competition from 
blacks initiate general strike, quelled with loss 
of life. Job bias aga inst blacks strengthened. 

1925 • Black Industrial and Commercial Workers 
Union, formed in 1915, reaches 100,000 mem
bersh ip. 

1932 • African women organize passive resistance 
against curfew regu lations in Transvaal. 

1936 • Native Trust and Land Act fixes "once and 
for all" land reserved for Africans at 1 3 per 
cent; additional land allocation given as com
pensation for eliminating remaining African na
tional voting rights enjoyed by few black land
owners. 

1938 • African trade unions denied lega l recogni tion 
by government and mine owners. 

1939-1944 • Many Afrikaaners interned as Nazi sym
pathizers, including future prime minister John 
B. Vorster; blacks increase strike, boycott ac
tivities; new unity between ANC and Indian 
Congress after 600 Ind ians arrested in 1944. 

Apartheid supporters often claim Europeans settled in 
South Africa before Africans migrated there, and there
fore have prior claim to its land and resources. Their 
arguments ignore a long history of much earlier African 
settlement and of cyclical migratory use of land. They 
also overlook documented resistance by Africans to 
white settler expansion from the earliest period of Euro
pean presence. 

1945 • Blac!< Urban Areas Consolidation Act creates 
system of black townships, excludes blacks 
from "white" urban areas. 

1946 • 100,000 striking African miners seek wage 
increases, closing many mines; armed police 
kill 12, injure 1,200 and arrest many organiz

.ers. 
1948 • Afrikaaner-backed Nationalist party sweeps 

· to power in national elections; espouses 
explicit poJicy of racial segregation cailed 
apartheid. 

1949 • New laws bar mixed-race marriages, abolish 
remaining Indian and colored voting rights in 
Natal province; ANC's Youth League adopts 
strategy of peaceful mass campaigns, strikes, 
civil disobedience against apartheid and pass 
laws. 

1950 · • Suppression of Com!Jlunism Act passed, de
fining wide range of antiapartheid protests as 
illegal; Group Areas Act restricts Africans to 
"Bantu" reserves and townships, allows govern
ment to expropriate their land and resettle them 
by force; 18 killed, 30 wounded by police at
tack on ANC rally. 

1951 • Bill ends limited voting rights of coloreds in 
Cape Province; Bantu Authorities Act provides 
·legal basis for setting up bantustan structure. 

1952 • ANC and Indian Congress launch "defiance 
campaign" against segregationist laws; 8,000 
of all races arrested, 14 Africans killed and 35 
wounded by police. 

1953 • Segregation of trade unions made a condition 
of government registration; Africans excluded 
from collective bargaining and strikes again 
made illegal. 

1955 • South African Congress of Trade Unions 
(SACTU) formed as first nonracial trade union . 
Freedom Charter for a multirac ial South Africa 
adopted at Congress of the People, convened 
by Congress Alliance (includes ANC, SACTU, 
Indian and Colored congresses, and white Con
gress of Democrats). ANC defies Bantu Educa
tion Act, keeping more than 10,000 children 
in East Rand out of school. 

1956 • 20,000 black women march in Pretoria pro
testing extension of pass laws to African women 
(three ki lled). Treason trial of 156 members of 
Congress Alliance begins (all are acquitted in 
1961). 

1958-1959 • Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC) formed after 
some ANC members split concerning 
philosophical differences; government begins 
program to give bantustans identity separate 
from that of South Africa. 

1960 • Police kill 69 peacefu l protesters against pass 
laws at Sharpeville March 21; government de
clares state of emergency, detains 200,000, 
passes Unlawful Organizations Act. ANC -am~ 
PAC go underground, accept armed resistance 
to apartheid as necessary. 

1961 • Government declares Republic of South Af
rica, severing last links to British Common
wealth. ANC and others organize three-day na
tional strike protesting "white only" referen
dum, mi litary mobilizes to arrest 8,000, uses 
new law to detain others without charge or 
tria l; armed resistance by ANC and PAC begins 
by end of year. · 

1962-1964 • Mass arrests of ANC, PAC leaders at Rivonia; 
ANC leader Nelson Mandela, jailed under Sup
pression of Communism Act, given life sen
tence in 1964. "SepaFate development" of the 
races proclaimed as state policy; Transkei ban
tustan given "separate" consti tution by govern
ment. 

1969-1972 • South African Student O rgan izat ion (SASO) 
formed, precursor to various Black Conscious
ness Movement (BCM) organizations; SASO 
calls for rac ial equal ity. Namibian workers' 
strike in 1971 inspires growth of black un ions. 
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Carole Collins, who prepared this four-page sup
plement, has written and worked professionally on 
African issues for more than a decade. For the past 
two years, she has monitored U.S. economic policy 
toward the Third World for a church social action 
group in Washington. She is former national coor-

1973 • 70,000 black workers strike for better wages 
and working conditions in Durban, Cape Town 
and elsewhere. 

1974 • Fall of Portuguese colonial rule sparks SASO 
rallies in Durban and Johannesburg celebrating · 
Mozambican independence; leaders arrested . 

1975 • Bus boycott protesting high fares ends with 
two killed by police; rally celebrating South 
African army's defeat in Angola leads to arrests; 
trial testimony indicates many black youth leav
ing country seeking military training. 

1976 • Student protests in Soweto against inferior 
education for blacks escalates into general up
rising; more than 600 killed, thousands injured. 
Government encourages Chief Gatsha 
Buthelezi's lnkatha movement as an alternative 
to the ANC, PAC and BCM. 

1977 • Steve Biko, nonviolence advocate and SASO 
president, killed while in police detention; the 
Christian Institute and most BCM organizations 
are banned; United Nations makes voluntary 
arms embargo in force si nee 1964 mandatory. 

1978-1979 • Black trade unions begin organizing national 
federations, and number of strikes rise ·dramat
ically. ANC militant Solomon Mahlangu 
Kanged for participating in 1977 raid. South 
Africa explodes nuclear device in south Atlan
tic. 

1980 • Campaign to release Nelson Mar:dela 
launched by South African newspaper; ,ANC 
attacks on police stat ions, government- linked 
econom ic targets esca late fourfold ; country
w ide protests and strikes against apartheid edu
cation, wages, bus and rent increases steadily 
ri se. More than 900 detained. 

1981 • South African military escalates armed at
tacks against Mozambique and Angola while 
government increases economic pressures, 
seeki ng to reduce their support for ANC and 
stall moves toward Namibian independence. 
Widespread black protests and boycotts greet 
20th-ann iversary celebration of apartheid Re
publ ic. Indians massively boycott government
sponsored town counc il elections. 

1982 • Control of black movements into towns tight
ened; Nationalist party splits concerning ways 
to control black protest. New laws greatly ex
pand armed forces, which attack ANC exiles 
in Lesotho. Reports of deaths in detention and 
torture rise; between 1976-1982, eight million 
blacks lose South African citizenship, some 
given " independence" in so-ca lled "home
lands" of Transkei , Bophuthayswana, Venda 
and Ciskei. 

1983 • White minority government tries to co-opt 
coloreds and Asians, approving new constitu
tion allowing limited rights under white cqntrol 
in new tricameral parliament. Continues mili
tary and economic destabi lization of neighbor
ing Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe. 

1984 • August elections for new parl iament mas
sively boycotted by coloreds and Asians; com
munity, student and worker protests escalate 
thro!igh fall , with ris ing police arre5ts and de
tentions without charge, particularly of bJack 
trade union leaders. 

Sources: "Human Rights Violations in Apartheid South 
Africa" by Gai l Hovey (Africa Fund, NY, 1983); "South 
Africa Fact Sheet" (Africa Fund, NY, 1981 and 1984) ; 
"South Africa - background notes" (U.S. State Depart
ment, 1980); "Profile- South Africa " (CII R, UK, 1983); 
"South Africa Information Packet" (Washington Office on 
Afri c:;a Education Fund, 1984); " Background Information 
on South Africa" (International Defense and Aid Fund for 
Southern Africa, London, 1983); Apartheid - The Fa cts 
(ID&AFSA, London, June 1983); Atlas of African Affa irs 
by leuan I. L. Griffiths (Methuen, London, 1984). "Roots 
of The Struggle" (AFSC, Phi la., 1982) 

dinator of the Campaign to Oppose Bank Loans to 
South Africa and an associate fellow of the Institute 
for Policy Studies. Next month, she and her hus
band, Steve Askin, will go to Zimbabwe as NCR's 
Africa correspondents. 


