
On March 21, 1960 South African police opened fire with automatic weapons on 
a crowd of men, women and children peacefully demonstrating against the pass laws 
outside the police station at Sharpeville. The massacre left 69 dead and 188 
wounded, most of them shot in the back. 

This Wednesday, March 21 from 12 noon to 2pm at the steps of Memorial Church 
the Harvard-Radcliffe Black Students Association, the H-R African Students Asso
ciation, and the H-R Southern _Africa Solidarity Committee invite all members of 
the Harvard community to join them for a convocation in memory of Sharpeville. We 
will convene not only to mourn the countless victims of apartheid, but also to 
commemorate the South African people's continuing struggle for freedom. Canon 
Burge.ss Carr of Liberia, Visiting Professo.r of Divinity and Secretary-General 
of the All-African Union of Churches will ~peak on the history of the liberation 
movements .in Southern Africa; representatives of the liberation movements in 
·zimbabwe, Namibia, and South Africa will deliver messages of solidarity; members 
of the Kuumba Singers will perform freedom spirituals; and Reverend Peter Gomes, 
Rabbi Ben-Zion Gold and Reverend Tom Powers will deliver benedictions. 
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The events following the Sharpeville massacre illustrate the critical ways 
in which Western support for apartheid bolsters the racist Pretoria regime. 
Following mass demonstrations throughout the country, led by the Pan Africanist 
Congress (PAC), the wh~te minority regime declared a,national state of emergency. 
This action precipitated a political and financial crisis as many forei~n cor~ 
porations announced plans to pull out of South Africa. Chase Manhattan and other 
u.s. banks, however, bailed out the regime ,with $40 million in loans (many of them 
arranged by Charles Engelhard). By lending their international prestige to the 
South African governm·ent, American banks helped reassure fore_ign investors that 
the "moment of crisis" would pass. 

But the "moment of crisis" did not pass. In the short-run the South African 
liberation organizations paid a high price for advancing the fundamental de~ands 
of democratic rights and national independence. Thousands of -PAC and African 
National Congress (ANC) militants were jailed; nearly one hundred from PAC were 
executed. But the official violence of the white minority regime only res_ulted 
in heightened resistance. Spurred by the realization that further non-violent 
protest would only be met by savage repression, both the ANC and PAC began to 
prepare for armed struggle. In 1961 and 1962 the ANC formed Umkoto we Sizwe 
or Spear of the Nation and the PAC formed its military wing Poqo. Despite the 
strict repression and surveillance of the 1960's and 70's, covert organizing 
continued on a mass scale within the Black c.ommunity. This mass work came to 
fruition in June 1976 with the Soweto uprising, During the six months of mass 
demonstrations by millions of South African Blacks more than 1,000 protestors 
were killed anCL 10__, ODO~gt~ined. _ _ _ 

Thus, throughout the world Sharpevil1e is both a day of memorial and a nay 
of reaffirmation of support for the figh-t for freedom. In the U.S. our memoriaLs 
must not be confined to the hollow, piouf?'- statements of regret of a President 

'Carter or a President Bok. _We must make it clear that the American corporate 
presence and the continued American veto of economic .sanctions against South 
Africa provide direct aid and comfort to-the racist regime. We must support the 
Southern African liberation movement in whatever ways we can. This includes re.::. 
sponding to their call for corporate withdrawal by demanding that_ Harvard divest, 
providing medical and material aid for the liberation struggle, and educating 
ourselves about the liberation movements and the true role of the U.S. in South- -
ern Africa. 

But we must also never forget that 1the struggle against our own indigenous 
form of apartheid is far from over. Legal apartheid was only eliminated in this 
country fourteen years ago and its econdmic legacy lives on. Third World un.,
employment is 2.5 times that of whites .lnd Tfrird -wor:ld wages are only 60% of the 
national average. At l{arvard, the Afro--Ameri~an Studies Department and the. 
DuBois Research Institute (won only through the political efforts of Black stu
dents in 1969) have been continually underfunded. Today their very existence 
is threatened by the administration. Our convocation will also serve as an 
affirmation of the struggle against racism at home. We must remember that a 
nation whicl:> invests in sla"'tery abroad is by no means fully just at home: 
Please join us. Now is ti)e time to show we care. 


	CR HRSASC 3-21-79 p1
	CR HRSASC 3-21-79 p2

