
Heyman's Heavy Hand 
by Eric Auchard 

In response to public critic ism of the 
Civil Rights Movement's confrontational 
tactics by moderate white Southerners, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote his now
famous essay "Letter from a Birmingham 
Jail", in which he makes plain his tactical 
theory of non-violent direct action. 

Since King wrote from his jail cell 
during Easter weekend in 1963, King's 
tactics have spread to ~ther social 
movements -- most recently to the anti
apartheid movement of the last 18 months. 
Last Spring's sit-in at UC Berkeley was 
part of a wave of actions across the 
nation that exposed university ties to 
American complicity in apartheid South 
Africa.· This week, Chancellor Ira Michael 
Heyman took it upon himself to describe 
the "tragedy of apartheid" as something 
of "deep concern" to the campus community. 
He goes on to write that he is "proud" of 
student protests, yet he condemns our 
means as "totalitarian." 

The answer to Heyman's attack upon student 
political protest can be found in Martin 
Luther King's Birmingham jail essay of 23 
years ago: "You deplore the demonstrations 
that are taking place in Birmingham. I 
am. sorry that your statement did not 
express a similar concern for the condi
tions that brought the demonstrations 
into being .. " 

Heyman confuses the issue early on in his . 
letter of March 28th to the Daily Calif
ornian by complaining that he has been 
"singled out as a proponent of apartheid," 
completely misstating the reasoning for 
making him -- as Chancellor -- a target 
of protest. In fact, Heyman masks his 
power to make changes in our university 
behind a shallow defense of individual 

.... ' 

town rotest at California Hall 
~~~ 

"freedom of choice" in an attempt to 
justify his lack of action. He claims 
that the Campaigh demands of "individuals" 
such as himself adherence to some set· of 
"politically correct" principles. 

The Campaign demands no such thing. What 
we object to, in King's words, is the 
"appalling s.ilence of good people." We 
fear inaction most of all: the twentieth 
century is full of examples of totalitar
ianism allowed to continue because those 
in power took a 'neutral' position to 
avoid 'risk.' What the Campaign is 
asking Heyman is that he, a particularly 
important and uniquely responsible "indi
vidual" use the powers· of his public 
office to change university policy. 

In his essay, Heyman dodges the fact that 
uc Berkeley is an institution run by the 
Chancellor· himself, UC President Davfd 
.Gardner, and the Board of Regents: a 
group of individuals committed, if they 
are to be judged by their lack of action, 
to business as usual in support of apart
heid, rather than to the free and demo
cratic choice of the overwhelming majority 
of UC faculty, staff and students who 
have voted, petitioned and demonstrated 
to end UC' s complicity with the South 
African government through divestment and 
institbtional boycotts. 

What it boils down to is that Heyman 
attacks the anti-apartheid movement's 
broad support as "totalitarian" pressure, 
while justifying his own 1.ack of action 
as "individual freedom of choice." 

The epithet '"totalitarian" is enough to 
give us pause, to cause us to consider 
our methods -- we who purport .to be a 
movement against the totalitarian regime 
in South Africa. We are, humbly, a 
movement against totalitarianism in a 
country whose ruling party takes its 
ideology directly from Nazi Germany. But 

cont'd on page 3) 

by Rose Braz 

At noon on Monday March 31st 3,000 people 
gathered on Biko (Sproul) Plaza to kick 
of the second of the National Weeks of 
Student Action Against Apartheid. Exiled 
South African group, the Zulu Warriors, 
Richie Havens and Alice Coltrane .were the 
main cultural attractions of the Bike 
Plaza event, which was also the start of 
an ongoing Shantytown Protest at California 
Hall, the office building from which 
Chancellor Heyman governs the Berkeley 
campus. Guitarist Car los Santana, who 
was scheduled to play at the demonstration, 
did not appear because · he injured his 
hand over the weekend. 

Monday's events followed a week of actions 
which included a BART Alert, the closing 
of the IBM store in Moffitt library, the 
triumphant return of ASUC President Pedro 
Noguera from San Sal vader, ' and several 
arrests of campus activists by the Berkeley 
City and UC police. (see "Week One Recap" 
in this issue of BTL). 

After the demonstration on the Plaza, 
about 800 students and community activists 
marched to California Hall, carrying eight 
large wooden shanties, .which ~ill remain 
in place in front of the· Chancellor's 
office until protesters' demands are met. 

The shanties, constructed ~n violation of 
administrators' "regulations" for the 
protest, were the highlight of Monday's 
action. As the rally on Biko Plaza drew 
to a . close, a truck unloaded 8' x 8' 
sections of the shanties, which were 
c.arried triumphantly to California Hall. 
Groups of carpenters began to hammer 
together wall and roof sections to the 
cheers and chants of protesters. Within 
minutes the shanties were assembled, 
decorated with banners and placed in 
front of the building's four entrances. 
The size and militancy of the. crowd kept 
police and administrator~ from stopping· 
the shanties from being erected, as they 
had threatened to do in a letter to 
"student leaders" dated March 28. 

The ShantytoWn Protest has listed a . set 
of demands endorsed by the . Campaign 
Against Apartheid, United People of Color 
and the uc Divestment Committee, which 
includes issues directly relevant to 

(cont'd on page 2) 
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If I Had a Rocket Launcher 

Japanese leftists fired three homemade 
rockets at a police station in Tokyo. 
The attack came three days after similar 
rockets were launched at the u.s. Embassy 
and the Imperial Palace there. 

Marcos' Ice in the Freezer 

The Swiss government announced that it 
has frozen all the Marcos family's bank 

ld.ep,osits until further notice. Swiss 
officials claim publicly that the move is 
designed to promote goodwill with other 
nations; but shrewd observers suspect 
that the Swiss are protecting their banks 
against a sudden outflow of capital 

the recently deposed dictator 
ide to hide his booty elsewhere. 

Welcome, American .•• 

In preparation for Secretary of State 
George Schultz's vis! t to Greece, anti
NATO protesters blew up a statue of Harry 
s. Truman in Athens. 

Get Your Torpedoes Ready 

The Battleship Missouri is due in port 
(in SF) on May 6; the recommissioning 
ceremony is scheduled for May lOth. 

Meanwhile, Back at the Ranch ••. 

In response to the Soviet Union's 
to continue its voluntary and unilar~r~•• 
moratorium on nuclear weapons testing, 
the u.s. showed it's willingness to 
further arms control by exploding a 
nuclear bomb at an underground test site 
in Nevada last week. .Another blow for 
diplomacy? 

Please Bust Your Own ••• 

The United Food and Commercial Workers' 
International Union announced that it 
will take over its dissident P-9 local, 
which has been striking against Hormel 
for seven months. The international 
leadership plans to bump local P-9 leaders 
for refusing to end the wildcat strike, 
and to replace them with its own bureau
crats. Help a corporate giant; bust your 
own' union ... 

Reagan's Age of Prosperity 

During the first three , years of Reagan 
Rule, the number of rural poor ·grew by 
40% from 9.9 million to 13.5 million. 
Recent studies show this increase is 
associated with higher rates of infant 
mortality, stunted growth, learning 
disability and disease. 

Red Brigade, Where Are You? 

Over 150 American fast food franchises 
opened in Italy in the past year. 

Third World Culture in Euro-Centric America 
by Lisa Wu 

Who are Americans? What is American 
culture? Is it the pop culture of the 
commodity, the baseball, apple pie and 
Chevrolet, that we're shown on televisi~n? 
Is it Viennese chamber music and the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, as the maga
zines of 'haute couture' show us? 

Culture is the expression by which a 
people retells and relates its experience. 
Our culture gives us our deepest and most 
profound sense of identity; it tells us 
who we are, and who and what our ancestors 
were. In the u.s., everyone is encouraged 
to identify themselves with the cultural 
heritage of Western Europe. Our culture 
is supposed to be European music, history 
and art. Western culture is portrayed as 
the superior lifestyle, and all are 
encouraged to aspire to hold season 
ticke.ts to the symphony, ballet and 
opera, to read the "great books" in the 
Western European literary tradition, and 
to be fluent in the continental languages. 

On the flip side of the coin, we are 
encouraged to immerse ourselves in the 
popular culture of the commodity, in 
which we are all made equal because we 
all get our teeth, clothes and dishes to 
look their whitest white with the same 
toothpaste, laundry soap and dishwashing 
4etergent. 

But not all Americans are of Western 
European descent. And not all American5 
find satisfaction in Snickers or fulfill
ment in the driver's seat of a Buick. 

Americans include peoples . of Asian, 
African, Native and Latin American descent. 
What is the culture of these Americans? 
What are other peoples' contributions to 
the development of the world and to the 
shaping of the'United States? 

American culture includes not only class
ical dance forms of European civilization; 
it includes also the dances of the Aztecs, 
and the Japanese Tankobushi dance. 
American culture includes the music and 
folktales of Appalachia, the ballads sung 
by women whose fathers, husbands and sons 
are coal miners and who fear for the 

men 1 s lives when they don their helmets 
and lanterns and crawl down into the 
mines. American culture includes African 
and Asian rhythms as well as standard 
meters of classical European music. It 
includes the. rich literary traditions of 
Indian and Natlve American cultures as 
well as the classical and romantic tradi
tions of Greece, Rome and Europe. 

The true cultural identity of America is, 
in fact, a rich diversity of distinct 
cultures; and it is essential to recogniz.e, 
respect and preserve the cultural heritage 
of all Americans if we are to avoid 
becoming a bland, homogeneous mass of 
popular/commodity culture. 

A major part of the reason that cultures 
other than that of Western Europe are not· 
recognized as truly American has to do 
with the way we are educated. It is 
essential to understand that our perspec
tive and understanding of the world is 
very much dependant upon the content and 
nature of our education. Standard high 
school history textbooks, and even many 
university texts, depict 'true' Americans 
as descendants of those who came to this 
country on the Mayflower, and describe 
Black and Chinese immigrants peripherally 
to the main flow of history, as slaves 
and "coolies". Rarely are we taught what 

the lives of these non-European immigrants 
were like, what the cultures of their 
homelands were, or the what kinds of 
struggles they endured when they came to 
America. History has been written by and 

·for a very specific sector of American 
society, and portrays an unreal Euro
centric perspective of world civilization. 

Third World students in America are 
required to study the western way of 
life, but are given little opportunity to 
learn about their own peoples' heritage. 
The bias towards ··European culture and 

history is eyident in classrooms at all 
levels, from the first grade to the 
graduate level of the universities. At 
most universities, including UC, ethnic 
studies courses are not required, but 
students are encouraged or required to 
take numerous courses in western history 
and culture. Third World students are 
given little opportunity to study their 

Between The lines 

National Weeks of Action: 
Week One Recap 

by Stuart Fisk 

On Monday morning, Ben Crowell, a UC 
student activist, was arrested while 
beautifying the campus with red ribbons 
of solidarity with the liberation struggle 
in South Africa. He was hauled off by 
UCPD officer Chokehold Johnson while 
standing alone on the Biko steps. The 
police held him for 1 1/2 hours before 
charging him with resisting arrest (?!); 
he was released after 2 1/2 hours. 

Two activists, David Lukas and Camile 
Caprioglio, were followed by plainclothes 
UC cops after leaving Tuesday night's 
BART Alert. They were then arrested for 
allegedly vandalizing Callaghan Hall 
(ROTC headquarters) during the march. 
Lukas was attacked by uniformed police 
and thrown to the ground. Both arrestees 
were released later that night. 

On Thursday afternoon, Jose (Crazy Horse) 
Carrasco was surrounded by about 20 UC 
police an~ arrested on a vandalism charge 
stemming from the Tuesday BART Alert. 
After being charged with resisting arrest, 
he was held overnight in jail on $3500 
bond until the courts released him on his 
own recognizance the following afternoon. 
Like Lukas and Caprioglio, C.H. was 
arrested well after the alleged crime was 
committed, and while the .arrestee was 
more or less isolated from large numbers 
of activists. The usual measure of 
excessive force was employed by the UCPD 
in the course of thearrest. 

Large numbers of UC students shut down 
the new IBM computer store in Moffitt 
Ubrary from Wednesday through Friday, 
protesting the Administration's refusal 
to respect an ASUC vote to ban the sale 
of IBM and Hewlett-Packard computers on 
the Berkeley campus. Both corporations 
provide essential technology for the 
maintenance of apartheid in South Africa. 
Except for their customary level of 
unnecessary violen,ce,.,olice did little 
to stop the sit~i~~-~~rticipants from 
keeping the store closed. 

own cultures; and students of European 
descent are allowed to continue to live 
under the illusion that theirs is the 
only culture and perspective relevant to 
American and modern life. 

The United People of Color at 09 Berkeley 
is organizing to expand the Ethnic Studies 
program here, and to make Ethnic Studies 
courses a requirement for graduation. At 
a university where next year's Freshman 
class will be composed of 50% ethnic 
minorities, this proposal certainly makes 
sense. As a state s.choo.l, in a state 
which boasts a cultural diversity unmatched 
by any other state in the country, UC has 
an obligation to initiate a nationwide 
movement to shift the focus of cultural 
educa~ion to one which truly embraces all 
of America, not just the dominant sectors 
of the population. 
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Get Up, Stand Up tili_l(] 
by Steve Masover :A 
When the mass media -- major television 
networks, radio stations and newspapers 
-- cover a demonstration they are mostly 
interested in two things: arrests and 
violence. Confrontation, single charis
matic leaders, hierarchy, superficiality, 
linear and fixed information, and bizarre 
people .or activity are easier to report 
than peaceful determination, group process, 
or depth and complexity. Because we are 
so deeply conditioned by our experience 
of the · world through the media -- espe
cially through television -- it is easy 
to lose sight of what is truly important 
about, or what the real object of a 
demonstration is; and to elevate the 
importance of those external ,aspects of 
the event which are. likely to get '.good 
press' above that of the issues around 
which the demonstration ought to be 
focused. 

Does taking the ERN Pledge of Resistance 
mean that you want to get arrested when 
Congress threatens to fund the CIA/Contra 
war in Nicaragua? Did people on Pier 80 
on March lOth and 11th go there to get 
arrested by the San Francisco police? Do 
demonstrators at Berkeley who blockade an 
administration building, a ROTC recruitment 
table, or a store that sells products 
made by a company complicitous with South 
African apartheid do so in order to get. 
hauled off to jail? 

A lot of people -- from those who witness 
demonstrations on their televisions to 
politicians and administrators, from 
police to some of the demonstrators 
themselves -- seem to think so. But it's 
just not the case. 

The purpose of a blockade of the Federal 
Building at an ERN alert is, ideally, to 
halt the business of the Federal Government 
i_n the various cities in which actions 
take place, in order to dramatize the 

idea that the community will not allow 
the Federal Government to conduct business 

.. 

~eyman ( cont • d from page 1) 

is our advocacy of stiff measures to 
combat apartheid too perilously close to 
the evil we seek to destroy? We think 
not. What Heyman has labeled "totalitar 
ian," we consider to be the democrati1 
means available in a free society t' 
express popular opinion. Are we, then, 
givin~ too much credit to the genuineness 
of Heyman's statement? 

Perhaps so. For Heyman to use Ronald 
Reagan's rhetoric to characterize the 
vision of student activists as "totalitar
ian," when it· is the university admin
istration's anti-democratic behavior that 
is at issue, is to play a dirty game of 
McCarthyit~ demagoguery. 

The Chancellor would like to appear to be 
abov·e the fray of poll tics, in an ivory 
tower unbesmirched by the give-and~take of 
substantive action on pressing issues of 
the day. A cynic might. consider Heyman's 
essay to be an expression of his preference 
for the order of autocratic decision
making o~er the freedom of democratic 
control. Autocracy is quite a bit tidier, 
and conforms to a conservative insti tu
tional definition of the "legitimate" 
limits of progress and reform. 

He would like, it seems, to take the 
politics out of campus politics, the 
organization out of student protest, to 
return the campus to the aristocratic 
sporting life of go-team-go, resume 
building and debating societies. Have no 
doubts, that is Heyman's ideal university. 

Thanks tQ: Rose, Steve, Lisa, Rodney, 
Brian, Holly, Jeff, Dave, Rita, Bob, 
Brendan, Eric, Ben, Nancy, Stuart, Michael, 
Mike, Ross, Carolyn, Bill and everybody 
else who helped to make this issue happ~n. 

Between The' Lines is published by 
the Campaign Against Apartheid 

UC Berkeley 
(Meetings on Sundays, 1:30pm 

Sixth Floor, Eshleman Hall, UC Campus) 

as usual while funding genocidal wars 
against the peoples of Central Alnerica. 
The point of a blockade at Pier 80 is to· 
stop the flow of South African cargo 
through the Port of San Francisco. The 
point of a demonstration -- especially a 
major, prolonged and/or dramatic one-
at Bike Plaza or California Hall on the 
Berkeley campus is to bar the university 
from using 1 ts image of neutral! ty and 
its stance of academic isolation to 
accomplish policies which help to prop up 
the South African government, conduct the 
war in Central America or further the 
nuclear weapons race. 

Getting arrested is not the point of 
pol! tical expression. Making arrests is 
what the state does in order to prevent or 
distract us from accomplishing our poli
tical purpose. Arrests are used to 
weaken and dissipate movements; and the 
fact that they sometimes backfire, and 
trigger mass support and ·participation, 
is no reason· to go out looking to get 
busted. 

As the list of shantytown Protest 4emands 
implies, something more than registering 
our protest of a specific oppressive 
practice (such as apartheid) is inherent 
in direct actions such as an encampment 
at Bil,co or California Hall. When students 
and community activists establish an 
ongoing protest on the campus, part of 
what we do is to (literally) liberate a 
small piece of the university from control 
by the anti-democratic process of the 
Regents and Chancellors, and their en
forcers, the university police. This 
kind of an action is symbolic of the 
larger liberation of our entire community 
from hierarchical, alienated and alienating 
control by the predominantly rich, white, 
straight male elite who. comprise the 
governing bodies of society. 

The university uses wage-labor, minimum 
and restricted curriculum requirements, a 

definition of culture that ignores or 
trivializes the heritage of all but those 
of western European descent, and a set of 
rules and squads Of police enforcers to 
define the "time, place and manner" of 
political expression, all in order to 

Certainly, he is more comfortable in the 
company of well-heeled alumni, fraternity 
sycophants and the in-club of his profes
sorial colleagues. He wishes to enjoy 
the fruits of his "free" university, 
without paying the price of dissent. 

If the Chancellor. would commit himself to 
social change as deeply as he commits 
himself to the Cal basketball team and 
alumni beer-bashes, we might take his 
criticism more seriously. 

In fact, the administration has a new 
strategy of containment, heralded in a 
letter to "student leaders" from Assistant 
Chancellor .John Cummins (a letter from 
which part of Heyman's essay is lifted 
directly), is to manage and package 
student protest so that it cannot possibly 
have a real ~ffect. Administrators want 
to define the "parameters of legitimate 
protest" not to preserve freedom, but to 
protect the Regents from political press
ure. 

_,Chancellor Heyman would like for students 
~;to "voice their concerns", then to go 
'home. That game has been "played before, 
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keep us bound to a program designed to. 
perpetuate the aims and methods of a 
society that uses the University as a 
people-factory (for bureaucrats and 
technicians), and of which the University 
is itself a microcosm. Taking a piece of 
the University into our own hands allows 
us to escape those rigid definitions of 
work, education, culture and political 
expression that are usually imposed on 
us·. 

When we demonstrate for divestment, 
against ROTC on our campus, or against 
the university management of the nuclear 
genocide labs at Livermore and Los Alamos, 
we are engaged in at least a two-fold 
process. First, we are acting in soli
darity with the liberation struggle in 
South Africa, with the people of Central 
America, or with everyone and every 
living .thing on the plant; and second, we 
are learning, through a kind of' ritual 
process, to take power in our own lives, 
society and world, rather than surrender 
1 t to poll ticians, experts and bureaucrats, 
as we have been conditioned to do. 

As the spring protests continue through 
and beyond the National Weeks of Action 
Against Apartheid, students and community 
activists will have a unique opportunity. 
By participating in the Shantytown pro
tests, a student or community member 
contributes not only to the liberation 
struggle in South Africa, but becomes a 
part of the process of liberation here at 
home. 

however. The campus community voiced its 
concerns to the Regents last April, at a 
public forum in which clear and documented 
arguments for divestment were presented; 
then the official University Treasurer's 
report to the Regents appeared, from which 
the anti-apartheid movement's concerns, 
arguments and evidence were conspicuously 
missing. 

We saw precisely what the Regents do with 
•voiced concerns': they establish commi
ttees (like the UC Committee on Investor 
Responsibility) in which to bury the 
potential for substantive action in a 
bureaucratic graveyard. 

That's not good enough. 

Returning to Martin Luther King's "Letter 
from a Birmingham .Jail": 

"History is the long and tragic 
story of the fact that privileged 
groups seldom give up their privi
leges voluntarily .•. Over the past 
year I have been 'growing disappointed 
with the white moderate who is more 
devoted to order than to justice; 
who prefers a negative peace which 
is the absence of tension to a 
positive peace which is the presence -
of justice; who constantly says: 
'I agree with the goal you seek, 
but I can't agree with your methods 
of direct action.'" 

"Freedom of choice," claims our liberal 
Chancellor, asking that the "individual" 
view be respected; but his rhetoric 
obscures the insti tutiona1 power he 

wields to change this university, to act 
on the expressed wishes of students, 
faculty, staff and community. 

We assert that Chancellor Heyman is 
obligated to be responsive to the community 
which · he governs. We, the governed, 
dem~nd concrete action against apartheid. 
He, the governor must act, or endure the 
costs. 

No more lies, Chancellor. 
to apartheid. Now. 

Cut all ties 
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April 1: Porum on Maternal Child Care Nurses in Nicaragua, 
with slideshow. 7:30PM, La. Pena, S3-5. Call 849-2568. 

April 2: "Philippines: T.he P·rice of Power" documentary 
·focusing on role of co-unist rebellion. in the recent 
crisis in the Philippines. 8:30 PM, KQED, Ch. 9. 

April 3: "Take Back the Night" march against violence 
against--wo-n·. 6 PM, Sproul (Biko) steps. 

Apr.U 3: Book signing party for Maya Angelou, author· of 
the new book "All Gocl\s Children Need Traveling Shoes " 
8 PM, Cbdy's Books, 2 . .,54 Telegraph. rree. · 

April 3: Caapua Organizing Meeting for. Pledge of 
Resistance (ERN). 6 PM, 6th floor Eshleman H*ll, UCB. 

__ April.3: Film Series on Central Alaerica: "Guatemala: The 
Paces of War" and "Seeds of Revolution" sponsored by 
BDCC and SAICA, 8 PM, 105 Northgate, UCB. 

Apr,U •-5: "U:S./Nicaragua: Exploring the Poseibiiities 
for' Peace" forum. llegins 1 PM Friday April ., at Int • 1 
House, IICB. 

April 5: Martin Luther Kin•, Jr. Convocation. 7:30 PM, 
Zellerbach Hall, UCB. Free·. 

Apr.U 5: Be trained· as a Military coun~elor with the 
ASUC Berkeley Draft Counseling Center. 9 AM - 5 PM. 180 
Barrows, UCB. To preregister, ••2-0165. 

April 8: NoUn to Woman: Caapaign to support the Women's 
Associations of Nicaragua and Bl Salvador. Orientation 3 
PM. Unitas Bouae, 2100 College, ·Berkeley. Canvassing 
5~:~~. - . 

April 7: Big Mountain Week begins with· rally and ausic, 
noon, Biko (Sproul·) steps. Porum on Relocation and 
Public Law 93-531, 7 PM, Booth Auditorium. Boalt Hall, 
UCB. 

April '1': Trial begins f_or Josh Gold and "John Doe", 
arrested October 10th for bringing the anti-apartheid 
.vigil inside Biko (Sproul) Hall. 9 a.a., Dept. 3, 2000 
Center Street. 

April 8/10: Arraignments for Pier eo arrests. Call CAA 
office (6.,2-.,136) if you were busted and need information. 

April 8: Big Mountain ·Week. "A liap.pening" noon. 81ko 
Plaza. Native Aaerican Women speak, ., PM, Women's Center 
(Bldg.. T-9), UCB·. "Broken Rainbow" 1985 Academy 
Award-winning documentary on relocation. 7 PM. Location 
TBA. 

April t: Big Mountain Week. "Pour Corners: National 
sacrifice Area" Film and Disc;ussion, 7 PM, Location TBA. 

April 10: Pilm Series on Central America: "Attack on the 
Aaericas" and "Americas in Transition" sponsored by 
SAICA and;BDCC. 8 PM, 105 Northgate, ucB. 

April 10: Big Mountain Week.· Indigenous food and music, 
noon, Biko steps. Porum on local and _international 
indigenous struggles, 7. PM, 10 Evans, UCB. 

April 10: co-unity Baaed Economics lecture on · "The 
Graat Transforaation'' by' Lee SWenson. 7:30 PM. 2151 
Vine. Pree. · 

April 11: Two day Native Alierican Pow-.- on North 
Hearst J'ield, UCB. Begins at noon with cultural· 
presentation on Biko steps. Druaa welcome, drugs/alcohol 
prohibited. 

April 12 : Big Mountain Week Benefit concert with Og ie 
.Yosha. 7:30·~. Veteran's Hall. $5-8 sliding scale. 

April 1.,: Pledge of Resistance candlelight march & rally 
against Contra Aid. Gather 5:30 PM, Powell St. BART 
Station, Sl'. 

April 19: Mobilization for Peace, Jobs, and Justice. 11 
AM, Dolores Park, Sl'. 

April 21: No Business Aa Usual. Lock down Lockheed, 7 
a.a:, Mathilda.Ave. Clff. Hwy 101. Call 550-8506. · 

Compiled by David Lukas. 

Lebanon, Libya, Grenada, Honduras: It's Just a Shot Away 
by Steve Masover 

With dictators falling from the South 
Pacific ~o the Caribbean, wars raging 
from the Afghanistan plains to the mount
ains of .Peru, and urban guerrillas st~iking 
from Tokyo to Vienna, the propagandists 
at the U.S. Department of State have 
their hands full. . Stil"l, the Reagan 
administration managed to put on a stunning 
propaganda blitz and launch a new military 
offensive, all in the wake of several 
weeks of ceaseless red-baiting around a 
bill· to authorize $100 million in aid for 
the CIA-Contra war in Nicaragua. 

Perhaps the reason that the mock invasion 
of Libya came off so well in the press 
after Reagan's failure t.o get the House to 
approve his aid-for-genocide pack•ge is 
.that the scene had been so well-rehearsed. 

Shantytown ( cont I d from page 1) 

apartheid 
issues of 

-~.· .. ~~ .~ 
in South Africa as well as 

apartheid here at home. 

Divestment of the UC Portfolio, a boycott 
of South African products, and an end to 
on-campus recruiting by companies who do 
business in South Africa are. the demands 
which address the international issues; 
while an increase in Third World student 
enrollment at the graduate level, an 
expansion. of the. Ethnic Studies program, 
and the institution of an Ethnfc Studies 
requirement for graduation address some 
of the concerns of Third World students 
on the-Berkeley campus. 

In addition, the Shantytown Protest 
demands include a call for a reversal of 
the unive~ity's proposal for massive 
cuts in student wages and for a .concurrent 
increase in minimum. course load, which 
would force many students, and primarily 
those from Third World and working·class 
communities, out of school for financial 
reasons. 

On October 24th, 1983, a lone soldier 
drove a t.ruck loaded with explosives into 
th~ Marine compound in Beirut, killing 
more U.S. soldiers than had been killed 
in one blow since the Vietnam war •. 
Reagan immediately tucked his cancer
ridden tail between his legs, and ordered 
the Marines out of Lebanon. But after 
his bold campaign rhetoricabout Carter's 
handling of the so-called hostage crisis 
in .Iran, a quick distraction was needed 
to turn public attention from the Old 
Gipper's defeat in the Middle East. 

Three days after .the Shf' ite victory in 
Beirut, Reagan invaded Grenada,,an island 
just three times the size of San Francisco 
and with a population less than that of 
Berkeley. Given that most Americans had 
never even heard of Grenada, let alone 
Maurice Bishop and the New .Jewel Movement, 
it was easy for the administration to 

The final demand addresses the continued 
efforts of university administration, 
acting in concert with the District 
Attorney, to· distrac.t, dishearten and 
otherwise weaken anti-apartheid activists 
by trumping up charges in the courts and 
before the Student Conduct Committee. 
The overwhelming majority of trials and 
hearings staged by the univers~ty and/or 
the. DA have resulted in a lot of wasted 
time and money, but no convictions. 

The Shantytown Protest is expected to 
continue in front pf California Hall, and 
protesters ·have vowed to ·escalate the 

J!£..tion i·f the administration. refuses to 
meet the demands. Cultural and educational 
events will be ongoing at California 
Hall, and will, in the words of one 
protester, "beat the hell out of studying 
statistics." All are invited to join: 
with the participation of •11 who support 
our demands, we will win . --. . 

paint a 'picture· of a Cuban-infested "gang 
of leftist thugs" who threatened the 
stability of Our Very Hemisphere_. . . The 
_press lapped it all up, and by Halloween, 
with the papers full of glowing reports 
of Marines stomping all over the tiny 
Caribbean island, Amerika felt a whole 
lot better than it had a week earlier. 

It wasn't much different this year. 
Reagan lost some measure of 'prestige • 
by pushing so hard for a congressional 
victory that he couldn't get; and he 
badly needs to keep the public drugged with 
he~vy doses of , patriotic steroids .in 
order to ram a "compromise" aid package 
(which is bound to be the same $100 
million wolf, only dressed up in coyote's 
clothing) through .the recalcitrant House. 
The administration has been grooming 
Khadaffy for the role of fall guy (remember 
Orwell's Emmanuel Goldstein, the Enemy.of 
the People?) for some time, and had 
turned up the heat since the airport 
attacks in Rome and Vienna earlier this 
year. Throughout the month of March the 
back pages of the mainstream papers'we~e 
filled with stories of Sixth Fleet maneu
vers near the Gulf . of Sidra: thinly 
disguised provocations, Amerika daring 
Khadaffi to "justify" an attack. 

Before the press could catch its breath 
after the House vote on the Contra aid, 
'news' releases were pouring out of the 
Ministry of Propaganda: Libyan plane$ 
were falling from the sky, and the.Medi
terranean Sea was. aflame. And, distracted 
by the bait as always , · press and public 
allowed· Reagan to slip $20 million for 
the fight against Nicaragua. to the Honduran 
government before translated new$ of the 
Contra aid bill's fate even crossed 
Daniel Ortega's desk.· 

Amer.ika is feeling macho again, and the 
chances that the Nicaraguan people will 
be allowed to keep their democratically 
elected government without having to 
fight a CIA-sponsored war are as slim as 
ever. The show goes on. You may loathe 
his politics, but you've got to admit 
that Reagan knows how to make fools out 
of the bulk .of the American people. 

While folks may be slow in this country, 
_given that we are, in the words of ·Kouame. 
Ture ( akl;l/Stokel y parmichael) . on the 
steps of Biko · Plaza last spring, "the 
most poiitically backwards people on the 
face of the earth," the rest of the world 
is not so easily .hoodwinked. The unfounded 
attack on Libya cannot f-..il to un1 te the 
entire Arab world in opposition to.American 
moves ·.toward hegemony in the Middle East. 
The ongoing CIA.war in Nicaragua, ·againSt 
a government that most every nati9n on 
the globe considers to. be democratically 
elected, has already made clear to the 
international coiUilUni ty that Reagan's 
rhetoric about "democratic" vs. "totali
tarian" governments is abo:ut as specious 
as Chancellor Heyman's nonsense along the 
same lines in last Friday's Daily Cal. 

The flames rise higher, from Manila to 
.J.ohannesburg, from Tunis to san Salvador. 
When will the American ;people realize that 
Ronald Reagan is leading us into a battle· 
that's already lost? 


