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SOUTH AFRICAN GENERAL ON ANGOLAN ARMS BUILD-UP (Agence France Presse dis-
patch from Windhoek, Namibia, 8 Jan. 1987) 

SOUTH AFRICA'S OU1GOING MIUTARY CHIEF IN NAMIBIA, MAJ -Glli GEORGE MEIRING, WARNED 
HERE WEDNESDAY 'IHAT A COWIDITIONAL ARMS BUILD-UP IN ANGOLA COULD ESCAlATE CONFLICT BE
'IWElN SOtJIH AFRICA AND ANGOLA. 

'IHE GENERAL ClAIMED 'IHAT IT WAS ONLY A MATTER OF TIME BEFORE ANGOLA'S BUILD-UP OF 
CONVINTIONAL ARMS AND FORCES BOOSTED ITS "SELF-CONFIDENCE" SO IT FELT IT COULD TAKE ON 
SOU'IH AFRICAN-CONTROLLED SECURITY FORCES OPERATING FROM NAMIBIA. 

'!HIS WOULD REVERSE 'IHE PRESENT STIUATION OF RECENT YEARS WHEN SOtJIH AFRICA HAS PERI
ODICALLY INVADED ANGOLA ON 'IHE PRETEXT OF CURBING INFILTRATION FROM ANGOLA OF NAMIBIAN 
NATIONALIST GUERRILLAS FIGHI'ING AGAINST PRETORIA 1 S CONTINUED OCCUPATION OF NAMIBIA. 

{The Reuters dispatch of 7 January covering Gen. Meiring 1 s· statement reported that 
he said that Namibian army tmits had crossed into Angola in 1986 as often as in the past, 
"only last year we did not publicise it •••• "J 

THERE ARE TENS OF 'IHOUSANDS OF SOUTH AFRICAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN-LED NAMIBIAN .TROOPS 
ON THE NORTHERN BORDER OF NAMIBIA OSTENSIBLY TO COUNTER THE INFILTRATION OF SOUTH WEST 
PEOPLE'S ORGANISATION (SWAPO) GUERRILLAS FROM ANGOLA. 

SWAPO HAS SINCE 1966 BEEN FIGHTING AGAINST PRETORIP. 1 S RULE IN NAMIBIA, A UNITED 
NATIONS MANDATE TERRITORY WHICH, UNTIL CONQUERED BY SOU'IH AFRICA IN WORLD WAR I, viAS A 
GERMAN COLONY. 

GEN MEIRING HAS BEEN APPOINTED TO COMMAND PRETORIA'S FORCES IN SOU'IH AFRICA'S 
NOR'IHERN TRANSVAAL. WITH INCREASED INFILTFATION OF GUERRILLAS OF THE OUTIAvlED AFRICAN 
NATIONAL CONGRESS (ANC) FROM NEIGHBOURING ZIMBABWE AND BOTSWIINA INTO SOU'IH AFRICA, 'IRIS 
ARES IS BECOMING SOUTH AFRICA 1 S NEW FRONTLINE. 

GEN MEIRING SAID IN AN INTERVIEW THERE HAD BEEN NO AERIP.L COMBAT BE'IWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES IN 'IHE PAST FOUR YEARS, AND THERE HAD ONLY BErn A FEW CONFRONTATIONS BE:'IVJEEN 
GROUND FORCES LAST YEAR, ONLY ONE OF WHICH HE REGARDED AS ''SERIOUS." 

HE SAID .ANGOLA HAD DEVELOPED AN EXTENSIVE MILITARY AIR COVER SYSTEM. ITS RADP.R NET 
NOW COVERED NORTHERN NAMIBIA AND HE BELIEVED ANGOLAN PILOTS WOULD NOH BE PP~PARED TO 
TAKE ON SOUTH AFRICAN AIRCRAFT. . 

HE USTED ANGOLA'S LINE-UP AS MIG-21F EIGHTERS, MIG-23 FIGHTERS, ADVANCED SUKHOI 
SU-22 FIGHTERS AS WELL AS HIND MI-25, MI-16, AND MI-8 HELICOPTERS. 

ANGOLA'S AIR DEF'rnCE SYSTEM, HE SAID, COMPRISED VIRTUP..LLY THE ENTIRE RANGE OF SOVIET
MADE SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILES, INCLUDING THE SOPHISTICATED SA.M-8 AND SAM-6 TFACKER SYSTEMS. 
_ 'IRIS AIR DEFENCE SYSTEM EXTENDED AS FAR SOUTH IN ANGOLA AS CAHAMA MTD MP.TALA, LESS 
.'I'fW.J 300 l<MS (190 MILES) FROM THE NAMIBIAN BORDER. THE MAIN RADAR STATIONS WERE AT W-

-• BANGO, MENONGUE, WENA AND CUITA CUANAVALE. WHICH ANGOLAN REBELS FROM THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
AND U.S.-BACKED UNITA MOVEMENT HAD PUT OUT OF ACTION FOR A WHILE LAST YEAR. 

THE SOUTH .AFRICAN GENERAL SAID THIS WAS NOT ONLY A CO?'NENTIONllli 'IHREAT TO HIS 
COUNTRY, BUT ALSO A GUERRILlA THREAT AS HE SAID SWAPO HAD NO BASES CLOSER T'HA.},J 250 KMS 

. ( 150 MILES) NOR1H OF 'IHE NAMIBIAN BORDER AND THE INSURGENTS USED ANGOLAN MIUTARY 
TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS, 

.Di .ijE CLAIMED 'I'Hf>..T 'IHE INTENSITY OF 'IHE 20-YEAR OLD BUSH WAR HAD DIMINISHED BY ONE 
.. THIRD SINCE 1985, 
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War stagnates promising Mozambican economy 

.... 
I~ 

Mozambican worker: nation needs skilled workers 

Moatlze, Mozambique 
The conveyor belts that once most of the economy, by the insur

hauled up tons of coal from the gent Mozambique National Resis
deep, dark shafts here are silent t;mce (Renamo ). "We are tota]Jy 
now. Workers mill around, await- paralyzed," says the mine's dep
ing their next turn to guard ~o- uty director general, Herculano 
zambique's biggest coal rome Gosta. But workers at the state
against attacks by South African- run company have not been laid 
backed guerrillas. off. Instead, they formed an 

The Moatize coal mine, about armed militia to patrol the 
12 miles from the northwestern grounds. 
provincial capital of Tete, has Though Renam? has .failed to 
been effectively shut down, like destroy the Moat:ize nune com-

plex, it has done the next best thing by cutting the sole 
railroad that once carried the coal to the Indian Ocean 
port of Beira. Until the line is reopened - and no one will 
venture to guess when that might be - the mine's esti
mated 20 million tons of coal will stay in the ground. 

Moatize could produce 600,000 tons of coal per year, 
says Mr. Gosta, earning at least $24 million annually, or 
one-quarter of the country's total export revenue. But 
the mine is symbolic of the rest of the country's econo
my: stagnation amid great potential. 

Mter independence in 1975, Mozambique's already 
very poor economy was undermined by the mass flight 
of Portuguese sldlled workers. "One of Mozambique's 
fundamental problems is a shortage of sldlled people," 
says Erick de Mur, deputy representative of the United 
Nations Development Program in the capital, Maputo. 

In addition, South Africa, which has long maintained 
economic clout with Maputo by providing jobs, foreign 
exchange, and manufactured goods, began to squeeze 
Mozambique's economy. Pretoria has reduced its use of 
Mozambique's railways and ports, and lowered the num
ber of Mozambicans working in its mines, from more 
than 100,000 before 1975 to 60,000 in recent years. 

The $50 million the miners send back annually ac
count for nearly one-third of Mozambique's total foreign 
exchange earnings. Another 150,000 Mozambicans work 

in South Africa, mainly as field hands and domestics. In 
October 1985, South Africa said it would no longer 
renew the contracts of Mozambican workers and would 
offer no more contracts for prospective workers. 

From the beginning, the "Marxist" government of the 
Mozambique Liberation Front (Frelimo) compounded its 
economic woes by investing scarce resources into ineffi
cient nationalized farms and factories and keeping food 
prices so low that small farmers had little incentive. 

The government says it has reversed its centralized 
policies. In Maputo and the few rural areas free from 
war, private enterprise is gaining strength. But the war 
against the rebels, who recently intensified their attacks, 
has undermined the impact of economic reforms that 
United States and British experts have praised. 

During the decade since its establishment in 1976, 
Renamo has sabotaged two of the country's three strate
gic transport routes to the sea which could serve all 
southern Africa. Hundreds of schools and health centers 
have been wrecked, roads cut, and crops stolen or 
burned, under attacks by Renamo or as war casualties. 

The government continues to channel scarce re
sources into the military. This year it is spending 42 
percent of its $624 million budget on the war. The 10-
year war has cost $5 billion and 100,000 lives. Export 
earnings have fallen from more than $220 million in 
1982 to $85 million this year. 1bgether with $30 million 
from railway and port revenue, and $50 million from 
workers in South Africa, Mozambique earns $185 million 
in foreign exchange. That is enough to pay about one
third of the nation's import~ bill.· Goyernmentborro.wing--
abroad has pushed the foreign debt to $2.8 billion. 

In 1984, Mozambique joined the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund. Financial sources say 
Maputo and the IMF are close to signing a loan package 
worth several hundred million dollars. But the IMF is 
reportedly demanding a massive cut in the 27 percent 
budget deficit. It is also calling for a devaluation of the 
currency by at least 1,000 percent. The government has 
introduced some austertty measures and launched a 
policy to return firms to the private sector. 

"We have begun the process of handing over to the 
private sector companies which we don't think are under 
the competence of the state," Finance Minister Abdul 
Magid Osman says. 

Mozambique could be a rich land. Its 303,769 sq. miles 
- bigger than California - sit on vast deposits of natural 
gas and minerals. Billions of dollars worth of titanium 
and tantalum deposits lie in Zarnbezia Province, Manica 
Province has gold and bauxite, and Inhambane has 60 
billion cubic meters of natural gas, say Western eco
nomic experts. But some 80 percent of Mozambique's 14 
million people reside in rural areas and live mostly by 
subsistence farming. Only now, after inefficient state 
farms have resulted in years of wasted resources, is the 
government beginning to say that its first priority is the 
peasant sector. But efforts to help peasants will be 
largely ineffective in areas where Renamo operateS. 

At least 4 million people face serious food shortages 
this year, says the State Natural Disasters Oftice. There 
are an estimated half to one million displaced persons. 
Next year could be even worse, say relief officials in 
Maputo. "People aren't planting in the South because 
there has been no significant rain for a year. In the 
North, people cannot tend their crops because of the 
war," says Roberto Christi en, a UN official. 
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South Africa and its neighbours 
(abridged) 

Trains pulling their loaded trucks along vit~ tradi~g routes in southern Afri~a often come to a 
sudden and grinding halt: all too often .key railway hnes, somewhere alo~g their route, have been 
blown apart into twisted, buckled b1ts of m~tal. For the s.out~ Afncan-backed MNR and 
UNIT A rebels in Mozambique and Angola, ra1l and road tradmg lmks are a key target for sabo-

tage. . d' . . d h . . I d 
But rebel sabotage is not the only form of economic 1srupt10n 1m pose on t e maJonty ru e sta-
tes by South Africa. The overall economic and polit~cal influence of So~Hh J\frica in the re~on 
has been to buckle wrench and distort the economic development of Its ne1ghbours. Startmg 
from the 1985 OAU summit, the latter are jointly engaged in a concerted effort to bring the facts 
about Pretoria's negative regional action to the attention of the international community, and to 
request appropriate economic and political action to redress the situation. 

Destabilization 

With the independence of Angola and Mozambique in 
1975 and Zimbabwe in 1980, the 'frontline of Iiberati· 
on' had reached the borders of South Africa and South 
African occupied Namibia. Pretoria saw its status as re· 
gional superpower, established in the colonial era, 
threatened, in particular by the creation of the Sou· 
them African Development Coordination Conference 
(SADCC) in 1980. The nine participating majority ru-' 
led countries stated as one of their aims to reduce the re
gion's dependence on the apanheid state, against Pre
toria's regional objective to maintain its dominance 
which is economically lucrative and politically submissi
ve, and will act as a buffer against the imposition of in
ternational sanctions. 

To pursue this objective of regional hegemony, Pretoria 
uses a combination of diplomatic, economic and milita· 
ry tactics, jointly called destabilisation policy. The par· 
ticulat mix of tactics· applied varies from country to 
country, but invaria_blv the prime targets are economic. 
An additional rea.On for Pretoria to undermine the de
velopment process of its neighbours is a politico
psychological one. If neighbouring states would mana
ge to achieve significant social and economic progress in 
a majority-ruled and non-racial society, a cornerstone 
in the wall of arguments to maintain apartheid would 
be taken out. Hence Pretoria's interest in 'proving' that 
Southern Africa is not ripe for non·racial majority rule. 

Disrupting the transport arteries 

As the system of railways. roads, ports and communica· 
tion constitutes the backbone of SADCC's cooperation, 
the transport infrastructure has become the key target 
for destruction. Of the regional railway links running 
east, west and south it is more than coincidence that the 
only one not to be sabotaged since 1980 is that which 
runs straight south from Zambia through Zimbabwe to 
the South African ports. Pretoria has a vested interest 
in this route because it provides considerable foreign 
currency earnings - which it badly needs as the do
mestic economic situation is deteriorating. 
The other main regional outlets to the sea are west 
through Angola and east through !\1ozambique. Run
ning west from Zambia to Lobito on the Atlantic coast 
is the Benguela railway which used to transport copper 
from Zambia, accounting for 90 per cent of its exports, 
and from Zaire's Shaba province. This route has not 
functioned fully for more than a decad<l due to sabotage 
in Angola. 
Since 1980, when Zimbabwe's independence brought 
an end to sanctions againsi Rhodesia and Mozambique 
reopened its border, the railway routes east through 
Mozambtque have been systematically sabotaged. This 
has destroyed any opportunity for landlocked countries 
in central Africa to use trade routes to the Indian Ocean 
ports of Nacala, Beira and Maputo, and has deprived 
Mozambique of one third of its potential foreign cur
rency earnings. 

An early policy determination of the Mugabe govern
ment in Zimbabwe was to return to these routes and 
three years after independence more than half of Zim
babwe's trade transitted Mozambique. This reduced 
dependence on South Africa at the expense of the sou· 
them railway network and port facilities. For Zambia 
and Zaire, the alternative through Mozambique was 
cheaper and shorter than the southern route. Malawi 
sought to return to its traditional route through Mo
zambique, and there was also the option for Botswana 
to divert its trade. 

However, Pretoria decided to undermine these plans 
for regional self-sufliency in transport. More than one 
hundred acts of sabotage have taken place against rail
way lines, bridges and port installations. This cost the 
SADCC states over three million S in direct damage 
and 1000 million S in extra transport cost. 
The destruction of the transport sector had a wide ran
ging effect in the whole economy. Industrial and agri
cultural production decreased due to logistical pro
blems, exarcerbated by some years of severe drought. 
Development plans could not be implemented and fo· 
reign partners sometimes had to abandon projects. The 
total cost of non-realised development and lost income 
is estimated at some 4000 million S. 

Military aggression and surrogate forces 

In its non-declared - but very real - war against its 
neighbours, Pretoria has applied the combined forces of 
its own army. reinforced with mercenaries, and surro
gate armies, which are particularly active in Angola and 
Mozambique, where they are known as li nita and Re
namo (or MNR) respectively. But also Zambia, Zim
babwe and Lesotho have suffered from South African 
sponsored rebel action. Without Pretoria's support 
these movements would certainly have remained invia
ble. 

Since 1980 South Afric.o hu: 

e Invaded thrH c.opiUis 
(in Lesotho. Botswana and Moumbique) 
and crossed lour oth.,. borders 
(Angola, Swuiland. Zimbabwe and Zambia) 

• Tried to •su:ssinate two prime ministers 
(Lesotho and Zimbabwe) 

e Backed dissident groups th.at have brought 
chaos to two countries (Angola and Mozambique) 
and disorder to two others (LHotho and Zimbabwe) 

e Disrupted the oil supplies of six countries 
(Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi. 
Moumbique and Zimt...bwe) 

• Attacked the railways providing export 
and import routes for seven countries 
(Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique. Swaziland 
Zambia and Zimt...bwe) 

Military pressure on SADCC states takes mam· forms. 
Apart from training and supplying dissident move· 
ments, it includes direct military action within neigh· 

bouring states, like bombings, sabotage, air strikes. 
commando raids and sometimes well-planned incursi
ons. 
Angola and !'vtozambique have borne the brunt of Pr~· 
wria's military agression in all its "arieties. ;:o.;amibia. 
which long ago should have become a souvereign and 
independent state, remains firmly occupied by South 
Africa. It must witness the abuse of its territor: as a 
springboard for Pretoria's military campaigns ~gainst 
surrounding countries, especially Angola. part of whose 
territory have been occupied by South African troops 
over long periods. Four other states have suffered direct 
military incursions. The Lesotho capital of Maseru was 
raided twice, in 1983 and 1985. Botswana was attacked 
in June 1985 and again in May 1986, when simulta· 
neous raids took place in the capitals of Zambia and 
Zimbabwe - at the verv moment that the Common
wealth Eminent Persons .Group was in South Africa in 
pursuit of a peaceful settlement. 

A bill of 15,009 million S 

The accumulated costs of war damage, extra defence 
expenditure, higher transport bills. lost production and 
retarded development for the nine SADCC states O\'er 
the period 1980-1986 amount to 15,000 million dollars. 
This is more than the total development aid recei,·ed b'· 
the region in that same period. And it is rough!" equal 
t9 one third of total export revenue of the SADCC' sta· 
tes .. On top of that there .i~ the incalculable loS> of 
100,000 deaths due to the combined effects of war and 
drought, and over one million displaced people in An· 
gola and Mozambique. 

What is SADCC? 

To the governments of the region and to their interna· 
tional cooperating partners SADCC is now a familiar 
name and concept: but there are still many peopl• wh<> 
ask what it is, how it began and where it is goin~. 
It was Zimbabwe's independence in April 1980 that 
ushered in the formation of SADCC and attemptt·d '" 
close the door on the Republic of South .-\fric~·, rt·~in· 
nal policy of economic dominance and destab•lrsattnn. 
The six Front Line States of Angola. Botswana. 
Mozambique. Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabw•. a< 
well as Lesotho Malawi and Swaziland all Slgn•d tht· 
Lusaka Declara;ion: "Towards Economic Liberation" 
outlining a plan of regional cooperation for •connnur 
development. · 
Regional dependence on South Africa is not a natural 
phenomenon, nor is it simply the result of a free market 
economy. SADCC states, as well as occupied Namibia, 
have been in varying degrees deliberately incorporated 
into the Apartheid and colonial structures of South 
Africa - by metropolitan ·powers, colonial rulers and 
large corporations. 
The SADCC states now aim to develop their economies 
as balanced regional units. for the welfare of the region 
as a whole. 
Zimbabwe was key to am· regional economic grouping: 
as the t·entrepoint for all the main roads and railways, it 
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wa• the missing hnk which prevemed the other majoritv 
ruled Mates from cooperating v.ith each other. The 1980 
Lusaka declaration identified Apartheid· s key strangle
hold over the region: 'Southern Africa is dependent on 
the Republic of South Africa as a focus of transport and 
communications. an exporter of goods and ser.-ices. 
and as an importer of goods and cheap labour.· O,·er 
six vears on. SADCC is still struggling to achieve eco· 
no~ic liberation from South Africa, and 'to overcome 
the imposed economic fragmentation· caused by South 
African-backed terrorism. 

Links for development 

In its overall development strategy. outlined in the 1980 
Lusaka declaration, SADCC prioritised key areas to 
'provide goods and services presently coming from the 
Republic of South Africa' and to 'weave a fabric of regi
onal cooperation ... ' Key to this strategy is transport 
and communications. 
Thus the first priority was to rehabilitate and upgrade 
existing transport links and to defend them against at· 
tack. Of particular importance are the ports and rail
ways in lvlozambique, Tanzania and Angola which ser
ve the entire SADCC region. Nearly 100 regional pro
jects were first presented for the consideration oi inter
national donors in 1980 by the Southern Afrtcan Trans
port and Communications Commission (SATCC). 
coordinated in Mozambique. 
Transport and Communications is only ope of a num
ber of Sectoral Commissions that establish the key 
'building bricks' of regional development. Other sec
tors include Food Security. Agricultural Research. Tra
de and lndustr")', Mining. Manpower etc. Coordination 
of sectors rests with various Member States within ap
propriate Ministries -Tanzania, for example, coordi
nates industrial development in the region. 

International boundaries 

TANZANIA 

Beira corridor 

The Bcira Corridor is the most significant of SADCC's 
transport priorities, linking the Indian Ocean Port of 
Bcira, Mozambique, with Harare in Zimbabwe. Beira 
is the natural and most economic outlet for a large pro
portion of trade from Zimbabwe, Zambia and ~!alawi. 
lncrediblv. the SADCC states have been forced to 
waste millions of dollars routing. their trade through 
South African routes and ports, because the Beira Cor
ridor has been unable to handle the necessary tonnage. 
The project involves upgrading the existing rail and 
road routes from the Zimbabwean border to the port of 
Bcira, as well as facilities in the port itself. Principal ele
ments of the project arc being funded by the internatio
nal community. An emergency 2-year phase of the pro
ject has involved securing an additional $200 million 
from the international communitv, Over the last three 
years, Beira's traffic has been lim.i(ed to I million tons: 
the emergency phase aims to increase this to 2 million 
tons per year. In ten years' time~ with the successful 
completion of the project, the Be ira Corridor-could well 
be handling 12 times its present annual tonnage. 

The impending severity of the famine in Mozambique, 
exacerbated by the thousands of refugees forced to leave 
their farms and crops when fleeing the war zones, is an 
indication of the vital rieed for member states to coopc· 
rate on food security and balanced food production, im
port and export . 

SADCC projects have identified several areas to imprn
vc the food security system of the region. includinl( .111 
early warning system. dc•1elopment of regionalli••l ro·
scrvcs. food processing technology and food marko·riu-.: 
infrastructure. and a coordinated approach to rrt;ionai 
food aid. 

Liberating investment 

SADCC's most recent priority has been to push for in
creased investment in production. In most SADCC 
countries the prospects for the mobilisation of domestic 
capital arc fast improving: the natural resources, man
power and infrastructure exist - as do the markets. 
With the improvement of railways and roads, SADCC 
countries are keen to produce the goods that will travel 
along them. The political commitment to provide in
centives for international and regional investment and 
production is strong. 
The mounting crisis in South Africa makes it imperati
ve for the SADCC nares to strive urgently for greater 
self-sufficiency in production and trade within the re
gion. Member States are developing economic policies 
which. consistent with their national political and social 
objectives, are specifically designed to encourage ~mer
prise and investment. 
At a recent press conference in Britain, SADCC Execu
tive Secretary Simba Makoni stated: "We are looking 
for businesses prepared to take up a long-term commit· 
mem to invest, to set down roots in our countries and 
participate in their econo'?ic development:.~-,. 

Pledging support 

Makoni was speaking on the last leg of a high-level 
SADCC tour of the donor countries, which included 
Sweden, Finland. Belgium, Canada and the United 
States. The delegation, led by the Chairman of the 
Council of Mi~istcrs, Peter Mmusi, met with govern
ments, European Community authorities, major ban
kers and businesses. The tour laid the groundwork for 
the annual SADCC pledging conference to be held in 
Gaborone, 5-6 February 1987 - with the theme 'In
vestment in Production'. 
Up until recently, the United States has stressed the 
need to involve South Africa in any regional economic 
developmem, and· has criticised SADCC objectives. 
However, it appears that rhe U'S Administration has 
now recognised the viability of SADCC's aims. A july 
speech by Secretary of State George Shultz, echoed 
SADCC 's own beliefs in the necessity of regional ceo
nomic projects. 
Nevertheless, marked inconsistencies in US policy re
main: at the same time that Washington allocated some 
$30 million annually to SADCC, it has provided SIS 
million alone in covert aid to the UNIT A rebels. UNI
T A have repeatedly blown up the Benguela railway, 
SADCC's key transpon corridor through Angola. 

International support for the economic development of South Africa's neighbours is, however, 
broadening. Aid to SADCC should be considered in the broader regional context of Southern 
Africa, with the Pretoria government being a key factor. SADCC is not only appealing for in
creased aid to dampen the effects of destabilization, but its leaders see the Apartheid state as the 
main obstacle on the road to regional peace, stability and development. Therefore, even recogni
zing that Pretoria may retaliate by s~epping up the destabilization of the neighbours, increased 
international economic pressure on South Africa is necessary too. 



"West's Capitalist Credo Costing Lives in Malawi 
By Blaine Harden 

W::aslnntrtnn Pl)ll( "'otel!rn Scmce 

BLANTYRE, Malawi-On a con
tinent where S<H:alled "African so
cialism• has spawned parasitic bu
reaucracies, crumbling cities and 
declining food production, this is a 
country that, by rep- ~~--..., 
utation, has done 
things right. 

Malawi feeds itself. It exports 
food. The government has not wast
ed millions of dollars on 
white-elephant steel mills or auto
mobile assembly plants. Instead, it 
has spent money to teach farmers 
how to grow corn and provided 
them with incentives to grow lots of 
it. Highways here are not riddled 
with potholes. Telephones work. 
Buses and airplanes leave on time. 
Foreign investors are not strangled 
in red tape. 

These are all uncommon achieve
ments in contemporary Africa. 

Bankers like this little country 
because it pays its debts on time. 
When the International Monetary 
Fund so orders, Malawi devalues its 
currency without the nationalistic 
carping often heard in Africa. When 
~he World Bank demands cutbacks 
10 .government spending, cuts are 
sw1ft and sure. Malawian bureau
crats are not corrupt and they show 
up promptly for meetings. 

.For all these virtues, however, 
th1s country provides its most vul
nerable citizens with a life that 
even by African standards, ~ 
wretched. 
~lawi ha8 the fourth highest 

child. death rate in the world, ac
cording to the U.N. Children's Fund 
(UNICEF). UNICEF says 275 out 
bf every 1,000 children are dead 
before the age of 5. A government 
survey here found that more than 
half of the children under 5 were 
stunted by malnutrition. Between 
1973 and 1983, the percentage of 
children who moved on from prima
ry to secondary school was cut 
nearly in half, to about 7 percent. 

There is one doctor for every 
52,960 people, according to the 
World Bank. Only Ethiopia, the 
world's poorest ccnmtry, has fewer 
doctors per capita. 

Hard-headed choices have been 
made here. The focus of govern
ment policy for more than 20 years 
has been creating wealth, not re
distributing it. Health services and 
education have been neglected in 
favor of investment in farm produc
tion. 

Private-sector development, 
price incentives, the magic of the 
marketplace-these are articles of 
faith in a development theology now 
being preached by the World Bank, 
the IMF and the United States as a 
cure-all for the ailments of Africa. 

This capitalist credo, which has 
found favor lately among many Af
rican countries drowning in the 
murky waters of socialism, enabled 
Malawi to grow vigorously for its 
first 15 years. But growth has come 
with a human price tag that many in 
the West would find unacceptable. 

That price tag, judging from 
some tentative new steps here, may 
now be bringing into question the 
suitability of hard-nosed capitalism 
as the exclusive govemiag principle 
on the world's poorest continent, 
where the margin between life and 
death is so precariously thin. 

Malawi has been lauded by west
ern economists as a case study in 
h_ow to run a farm-based economy. 
Yet, ~mce so many people, partic
ularly children, have fallen off the 
edge here, this country may also be 
a case study in the need to temper 
free-market management in Africa 
with affordable measures to keep 
vulnerable people alive. 

The man who is almost single
handedly responsible for the devel
opment of Malawi since its indepen
dence in 1964 is Life President Dr. 
H. Kamuzu Banda. 

A medical doctor who was edu
cated in the United States and who 
practiced for 17 years in England, 
Banda returned home with some 
no-nonsense capitalistic ideas about 
how this small country, which has 
almost no mineral resources, could 
succeed. 

He did not throw out expatriates 
at mdependence, as did many of the 
foundmg fathers of independent Af
nca. Rather, he handsomely re
warded their expertise. He wel
comed foreign mvestors and al
lowed them to establish large agro
b~sme~s. He chose to have formal 
diplomatic and strong economic ties 
With ,southern Africa's preeminent 
economic force, white-ruled South 
Afnca. 

Over the years, Banda preached 
a self-help philosophy that is 
summed up in his slogan: "Loyalty, 
obedience, discipline." It still sells 
well among the masses. Women 
wear skirts bearing his slogan and 
his picture. Cities, villages and 
farmlands here are probably the 
tidiest in black-ruled Africa. 

Malawians with ideas other than 
Banda's have been locked up. The 
U.S. State Department's Report on 
Human Rights says of Malawi: "To
tal loyalty, not merely passive ac
ceptance of government policy, is 
demanded under penalty of suspi
cion, if not detention, by the author
ities." Like many leaders in Africa, 
Banda became an intolerant dicta
tor. But he was an African dictator 
with a difference. He was a capital
ist. 

For 15 years, Malawi's economy 
bounded along with an annual 
growth rate of 6 percent. Banda, 
however, was not content with 
Mali!wi's real achievements. He 
added a sugar coating that no one 
was permitted to question. 

"There can be no question of 
starvation here, no question of dire 
poverty in this country.• Banda 
said. 

The statement was reprinted on 
government posters that are on 
display across the country. Bureau
crats, fearing that they would lose 
their jobs or go to prison, did not 
talk officially about malnutrition. 
They did not officially discuss the 
reasons behind the child death rate. 

They did not implement or evt:n 
propose measures to solve a prob
lem that Banda had decreed non
existent. 

Neighboring Tanzania-even as 
it pillage<! its economy with forced 
resettlement schemes, unsustain
able price subsidies for people in 
cities and farm policies that encour
aged farmers not to grow food-did 
a far better job of educating its chil
dren and keeping them alive. But 
who in Malawi would dare raise this 
embarrassing matter with the life 
president? 

"You don't get such a high infant 
mo~tality rate unless something is 
basically wrong; said Dr. Sichilindi 
Siwale, representative of the World 
Health Organization in Malawi. 

At the most basic level, what is 
wrong with Malawi isn't Banda's or 
anybody's fault. Unless, of course, 
one blames the European powers 
that in the late 19th century carved 

up Africa without regard to natural 
or tribal boundaries or to the capac
ity of the then-colonies to survive as 
self-sufficient nations. From the 
beginning, Malawi, a landlocked 
sliver of a country 560 miles long 
and 100 miles wide, has been play
ing against a stacked deck. 

Despite its growth, it remains 
extremely poor and, overcrowded. 
As is the case across Africa, nearly 
everyone (85 percent of 7 million 
people) is a farmer. But in Malawi. 
nutritionists say, the average farm
er's land holdmgs are too small (less 
than three acres) to produce 
enough food to feed his family prop
erly. Neither can most farmers 
grow enough cash crops to buy food 
to bridge the nutritional gap. 

It is not that they don't try. 
"Farmers in this country Clear 

their fields by hand, they use hoe~ 
to make furrows," s;rid a missionar; 
who has lived in rural 1\lalawi for 1 f 
years. "They plant their seed fer· 
tilize and weed all by hand. Then 
they sit watching it grow to keer
the monkeys away. They harvest 
and mill by hand and transport their 
produce to market on therr head. 

"They could not work any hard· 
er," he added. "Nearly every fertilt 
piece of land in Malawi is tilled." 

According to one economist here. 
Malawi's problem is that of manv o! 
Africa's poorest nations: there sim· 
ply is not much wealth to go around. 
even when people work · hard. 
Wages here are about 35 cents a 
day. This leaves little money to 
tnckle down to the masses, nor rs 
there much for the government to 
redistribute. 

Yet, by pretending that "starva
tion" and "dire poverty" do not ex· 
ist, Malawi failed to use the limited 
resources it does have, Its army of 
agricultural extension agent> 
taught farmers how to increase 
corn yields, but didn't urge them to 
gr?w a mix of crops that could give 
ch1ldren a balanced diet. In the rush 
to increase yields, hybrid seeds 
were introduced that produced lots 
of corn. But the corn rotted when 
stored, and farmers who grew it 
were out of luck. 

Although it is well-known that 
provisipn of clean water is one of 
the most cost-effective ways oi 
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guarding child health, access to safe 
water is available to only 30 per
cent of the rural population. 

While Malawi has stockpiled 
about 300,000 tons of maize, there 
is no policy for getting this food to 
families in need. · 

"What is required is redistribu
t~~ of food," said a nutrition spe
cialist here. '"There will need to be 
mechanisms for channeling food to 
the people who need it." 

Very slowly, as Banda's one-man 
grip on the government has weak
ened with his age-in the mid-
80s-awareness has increased of 
Malawi's high child-death rate and 
~n~mi~ malnutrition. As this cap
~tahst dictatorship loses the capac
Ity to suppress all information that 

does not square with the dictator's 
ideology, government policy is 
bending to reality. 

In the past year, government 
planners have held seminars on 
malnutrition.' Efforts are being 
made to retool the agriculture ex
teasion service so farmers will 
grow a nutritious mix of food crops. 
Health care is being decentralized 
from hospitals to rural · outreach 
clinics. Immunization levels, which 
had been allowed to fall to the point 
where only one-third of the coun
try's children were innoculated for 
preventable diseases, have in
creased in the past two years. 

just as Tanzania has been forced 
by failure to back away from its so
cialist ideals, Malawi appears to be 
retreating from a capitalistic sys
tem that ignored so many social 
services. Tanzania is too poor not to 
create financial incentives to lure 
farmers into growing more food. 
Malawi is too poor to afford govern
ment policies that focus exclusively 
on 'creating wealth. Too many chil
dren die. 

The lesson of all this-for 
Malawi, for Tanzania and for the 
western donors who are trying to 
resuscitate Africa-is that this con
tinent cannot afford any develop
ment ideology that purports to be a 
cure-all. 

... -
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Kaunda and Mugabe in surprise meeting 

Frontline sacrifices expected as 
decision on sanctions looms 

Leaders of Zambia and 
Zimbabwe held a surprise 
meeting yesterday at which 
they were widely expected to 
be putting finishing touches to 
their plan to implement the 
Commonwealth mini-summit 
recommendations for sanc
tions against South Africa. 

Dr Kenneth Kaunda. the 
President of Zambia and the 
chairman of the southern 
-\frican frontline states group
ing. and Mr Robert Mugabe. 
the Prime Minister of Zim
babwe. flew to the northern 
Zimbabwe resort town of 
Kariba. accompanied by fi
nance and trade ministers. for 
talks devoted to what were 
described as "regional issues". 
At the end of their talks late in 
the afternoon it was said the 
two had discussed "joint eco
nomic ventures to reduce 
economic dependence on 

From Jan Raath. Harare 
The meeting followed a full 

gathering of all six leaders of 
the frontline states. which also 
include Angola, Mozambique. 
Tanzania, and Botswana. on 
December 21. No commu
nique was issued after the 
meeting. which was disrupted 
by President Kaunda's depar
ture after he was told of the 
death of one of his sons. 

Officials here. however. 
confirmed that the six-hour 
meeting was devoted consid
erablv to discussion of timing 
for the implementation of the 
11-point August mini-summit 
recommendations. 

that the recommendations 
will be implemented "by the 
end of the year". 

In the months of apparent 
inactivitv since the mim-sum
mit. sceptJcism has grown 
here among some of thl? 
busmess communi!\ about 
Mr Mugabe's sinceriiy in im
plementing restrictions that 
are expected seriously to dam
age his count!! ·s economy. 
and those of the other 
frontltne states v.htch 
parttcipate. 

However. others point to 
Mr Mugabe's deep and emo
tional repugnance to apart
heid and his obvious willing
ness to put his money where 
his m0uth is when it comes to 
isolating Pretorta on en:f!· 
front possihlt:. 

inactivity has been a host of 
private contacts between the 
frontline and Commonwealth 
countries. as Mr Mugabe and 
Dr Kaunda trv to coordinate a 
final announcement. 

Observers are also hopeful 
that Mr Mugabe's new year 
address will contain another 
announcement - that of unity 
between his ruling Zanu (PFl 
Party. and the opposition 
Zapu Party of Mr Joshua 
Nkomo. Negotiations have 
been proceeding for more than 
a vear now. and Cabine. 
ministers have promised that 
unitv. as well as sanctions, will 
h:n·e been achieved bv the end 
of the year. · 

Zapu sources confirmed 
that Mr Mugabe and Mr 
Nkomo held another round of 
talks on Mondav. but no 

I 
South Africa". 

Observers believe Mr Mu
gabe may well use his regular 
New Year's Eve address to
night to make an .announce
ment. He. Dr Kaunda and 
their Cabinet ministers ha\'(.' 
frequently stated since August 

Government ollictals here 
say that bchmd the apparent details were available. 

Commerce alarmed at curbs reality 
.j 

I 

The self-imposed deadline for the 
southern African frontline states to set up 
their first trade barriers against South 
Africa expires tonight. 

Of the six frontline countries. Bo
tswana. Tanzania. Zambia and Zim
babwe arc Commonwealth countnes. 
who have to decide whether to follow the 
recommendations of the body's mini
summit in August for a package of trade 
and economic sanctions against South 
Africa. 

Business communities in the region 
have progressively become more alarmed 
as the realization of the implications of 
the planned restrictions has grown. 

Of the four Commonwealth countries. 
Botswana has already given strong indica
tions that. as a matter of survival. it will 
not follow suit. 

Looming larger behind the frontline 
sanctions is the question of what South 
Africa can. and will. do to retaliate. 
Oh~ervers expect anything from delib
erate and frustrating delays by the South 
Africans moving goods north to a 
complete border closure. 

The level of economic dependence of 
the frontline states on South Africa 
varies. It is vinuallv non-existent in the 
cases of Tanzania and the former 
Portuguese colony of Angola. 

In others. it is all but total. Botswana re
lies on South Africa for 90 per cent of its 
transport needs. all of its oil. 150.000 
tonnes of food a year and 40 per cent of its 

From Our Correspondent. Harare 
electricity. Nearly 20 per cent of its labour 
force works in South African mines. 

Zambia is deeply dependent on South 
Africa for investment. trade and trans
port. with 67 per cent of imports and 33 
per cent of exports going through South 
Africa. 

Zimbabwe uses South .African pons 
and railwa)S for an estimated 93 per cent 
of its external trade and with about 20 per 
cent of its trade going across the Limpopo 
River has its biggest trading partner tn 
South Africa. 

Zimbabwe's rich and intensive mining 
sector. its highly successful farmers and 
its widely diversified manufacturing sec
tor make it by far the big brother of the 
frontline region. 

It stands to lose perhaps more than an) 
of the other nation~ in the region with 
implementation of the min-summit 
recommendations. 

The bans on new investm(.'nt. imports 
of agricultural produce. termtnation of 
taxation agreem~nts. govermment C0n
tracts with majority-own~d South Afncnn 
companies and hank loans are not 
expected to create serious repurcussions. 

But the other six measures arc a 
di!Tcrcnt matter. 

The ban on air links will stop the 38 
weekly 'flights between Zimbabwe and 
South African airports and cost an 
estimated loss of II 0.000 passengers 
annually. which amounts to 80 per cent of 
its rl'gtunal traffic:. 

! 

I 
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The termtnation of government assis- ; 
tance to investment is predicted to cost · 
e:-.poners to South Africa a tax-free export 
in~:enti ve of some £4 million. 

The ban on the promotion of tourism 
to South Africa is unquantifiable. but the 
fact that 40 per cent of Zimbabwe's 
foretgn tourists are South Africans is . 
regard~d in large pan as due to the I 
vigorous ad' enising campaigns in South 
Africa. 

The cessation of coal. iron and steel 
imports is expected to hit hard. with 
suppliL'S from alternative sources re
garded as well-nigh impossible. Accord
ing to the latest avaliable figures. : 
Zimbabwe in 1984 imported£ 12 million 
worth of coke and steel products from 
South -\fril·a. 

The withdrawal of consular facilities in 
South Africa will result in major incom·e
nience for thousands of Zimbabweans 
li' ing and working there. 

The han on all government procure
ment in South Africa is expected to strike 
at the nauonal railwavs of Zimbabwe. 
v. hich d~pend considerably on South 
.-\frica fur servicing their locomotives. 

Thl' fact that problems on the oil , 
pipelinl' linking the Mozambican port of : 
Beira with Ztmbahwe resulted in an order · 
of 34.000 tonnes of petrol. gas and diesel 
from South Africa illustrates the 
vulnerahilttv of that link. 



LESOTHO ASSURED ON EXPORTS AFTER SANCTIONS ON PRETORIA (Reuters dispatcn 
from Maseru, Lesotho, 6 Jan. 1987) 

'mE UNITED STATES WILL CONTINUE TO IMPORT FROM LESO'IHO FOLLOWING AMERICAN SANCTIONS 
AGAINST SOUTI:I AFRICA. WHICH COMPLETELY SURROUNDS THE TINY KINGDOM, THE U.S, EMBASSY HERE 
SAID TODAY. 

LESO'IHO, WHICH IS TOTALLY DEPDIDENT ECONCMICALLY ON SOUTH AFRICA, EXPORTS MAINLY 
MOH!UR, WOOL AND DIAMONDS. 

A STATlliENT BY 'mE AMERICAN EMBASSY SAID GOODS FROM LESO'IHO WOULD BE HANDLED AS USUP...L 
BY U.S. CUSTOMS AS LONG AS lliEY CARRIED PROPER CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN AND "SHOW EXPLICITLY 
AND CONCWSIVELY 1HAT 'mE GOODS WERE MANUFACIURED IN LESO'IHO". 

LESO'lliO PRODUCTS "SUBSTANTIALLY TRANSFORMED" OR PROCESSED IN SOUTH AFRICA OR BY A 
SOUIH AFRICAN STATE-ASSISTED ORGANISATION WILL NOT BE BOUGHT BY THE UNITED STATES, IT ADDED. 

SINCE THE U.S. CONGRESS IMPOSED SANCTIONS AGAINST PRETORIA lAST YEAR, ECONOMISTS AND 
INI:USTRIALISTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN TFAT SOUTH AFRICA MIGHT TRY TO 
FORGE CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN FOR ITS EXPORTS OR USE NEIGHBOURING STATES SUCH AS LESO'IHO 
AND SWAZILAND AS "FRONTS" TO CONDUCT ITS TRADE. 

ON EVE OF 75TH ANNIVERSARY. NEW SOUTH AFRICA MOVE AGAINST ANC (Agence 
France Presse dispatch from Lusaka, Zambia, 7 Jan. 1987, abridged) 

PS '!HE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS OF SOUTH AFRICA PREPARED TO MARK THE 75TH ANNIVERSAAY 
OF ITS FOUNDING AT ITS EXILE HEAtQUARTERS HERE, MOZAMBIQUE WAS REPORTED TO HAVE AGREED TO 
EXPEL SIX ANC MD1BERS UNDER PRESSURE FROM SOUTH AFRICA. 

(IN PRETORIA ROELOF "PIK'' BOTHA CONFIRMED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT HAD PRESSURED THE MAFUI'O 
GOVERNMENT TO HAVE THE SIX ANC MEMBERS, INCWDING THE ORGANIZATION'S HEAD REPRESESENTATIVE 
IN THE COUN'IRY, "REMOVED". 

(MR. BOlliA SAID IN A STATEMENT THAT HIS GOVERNMENT HAD TOLD THE MOZAMBIQUE AUTHORITIES 
IT HAD INFORMA.TION 'IHAT ANC MEMBERS CONTROLLED THE MILITARY COMMTITEE OF THE ANC-SOUTH 
AFRICAN COMMUNIST PAR'IY "NEIWORK" IN SOUTHERN AFRICP .• 

(MR. BOTPA ClAIMED THE EXPELLED ANC MEMBERS HAD BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SUPPLY OF 
WEAPONS AND EXPLOSIVES TO THE POLITICAL REGIONAL COMMITTEES OF THE ANC-SOUTH AFRICAN COM
MUNIST PARTY (SACP) ALLIANCE IN SWAZilAND, WHICH IN TURN DISTRIBUTED \oliAPONS AND EXPLOSIVES 
TO O'IHER PARTS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

("IN VIEW OF THE GRAVI'IY OF THE SITUATION TO MOZAMBIQUE OUR GOVERNMD.TT ASKED THAT THE 
ANC MEMBERS BE REMOVED FROM MOZAMBIQUE IMMEDIATELY, MR. BOTHA SAID. 

(WHILST DENYING THAT THE PRETORIA REQUEST WAS A THREAT, MR. BOTHA SAID HIS GOVERNMENT" 
WOULD HAVE HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO "AVERT THE THREAT POSED'' BY 'iHE ANC MEMBERS IF THE MOZAM
BIQUE GOVERNMENT HAD NOT ACCEDED TO IT. ) 

MOZAMBIQUAN PRESIDENT JOACHIM CHISSANO HAD CHARGED ON MONDAY TPAT PRETORIA WAS PLAN
NING TO ATTACK MOZAMBIQUE WITHIN 1WO WEEKS • 

A NON-AGGRESSION PACT SIGNED BE'IWEEN MAPUTO AND PRETORif\. IN 1984PRECWDES TI-:E A~C 
FROM USING MOZAMBIQUE AS A LAUNCHPAD FOR ATTACKS TIITO SO\J'IH AFRICA. 

MAPUTO HAS FREQUENTLY ACCUSED PRETORIA OF BREAKING THIS PACT BY HELPING THE REBELS OF 
THE MOZAMBIQUE NATIONAL RESISTANCE MOVIM:E:N'T, OR RENP110. 

* * * * * 
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S. African 
Guerrillas 
Issue Plea 
Banned Black Group 
Seeks White Coalition 
Against Apartheid 

By Allister Sparks 
St)c.:nifl to Tht· Wa:Jli41~flMI PtJ!'>t 

LUSAKA, Zambia, jan. 8-South 
Africa's main black nationalist 
movement, the outlawed African 
National Congress, issued a strong 
appeal to whites today to join it in 
forming "a massive democratic co
alition" to end apartheid and estab
lish a new nonracial society in which 
l;>asic freedoms would be guaran
teed. 

In a major policy presentation to 
mark its 75th anniversary, the ANC 
made a number of democratic com
mitments that it had not spelled out 
fully before. It said it st?od fo~ a 
multiparty democracy m whtch 
there would be freedom of speech, 
assembly, association, language, 
religion and the press, a.nd no ar
bitrary arrests or detentiOns wtth
out charges. · 

It also took a more conciliatory 
line on its conditions for negotiating 
with the government of President 
Pieter W. Botha, saying it would 
"seize any opportunity" to do so if 
the administration accepted the 
need to create a democratic soci
ety. Previously the ANC had said it 
was only willing to negotiate a 
"transfer of power" after winning a 
guerrilla war. 

The 22-page statement was 
phrased in conspicuously moderate 
language and seemed aimed _at 
countering an intensified campat~n 
by the Botha government to portray 
the ANC as an organization of com
munist terrorists. It also seemed 
designed to sweeten the organiza
tion's image in the United States 
ahead of a scheduled meeting in 
Washington Jan. 28 between its 
president, ~ 'fftmhe, afld Sec
retary of State George P. Shultz. 
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There are misgivings in the Unit
ed States about the ANC because of 
its commitment to using guerrilla 
struggle in Its effort to overthrow 
t~ apartheid system of segregation 
and white minority rule, and be
cause it has a formal alliance with 
the small South African Communist 
Party, which also is outlawed. 

Tambo was clearly anxious to 
allay these misgivings today. Al
though relations with the Reagan 
administration have been strained 
because of the administration's pol
icy of "constructive engagement," 
or quiet efforts·to persuade Preto
ria to abandon apartheid, the ANC 
is placing great store by the Shultz 
meeting. It regards it as a major 
diplomatic breakthrough in its quest 
for greater international recogni
tion. 

Tambo said today that the Shultz 
meeting was significant because "it 
represents a recognition on the part 
of the American administration that 
the ANC is there to be reckoned 
with, that there can be no approach 
to any solution of the South African 
probiem that does not begin with 
the p<)sition of the oppressed ... 
and that the ANC is the body which 
by common acceptance represents 
the mass of our oppressed and ex
ploited people." 

"We want to tell him what our 
objectives are, and what we believe 
the role of the U.S. should be in 
contributing to the struggle to de
stroy the inhuman system of apart
heid," Tambo added. 

Even Joe Slovo, leader of the 
Communist Party and a member of 
the ANC's national executive, wel
comed the prospect of the Shultz 
meeting. "I think it's a good thing," 
he said in an interview. "It will give 
us wider recognition, and it is al
ways good to talk to as many people 
as possible." 

Slovo, a white lawyer, joined .with 
Tambo and other ANC leaders in 
playing down the importance of the 
Communist Party alliance. 

"We have a fraternal relationship. 
We stand together on most things 
and we get together from time to 
time, but we are completely sepa
rate organizations," Slovo said. 

Tamho dismissed the suggestion 
that the ANC was communist-con
trolled as "nonsense." He said it was 
nonaligned and wanted help in its 
struggle from both East <1nd West. 
The West hild been slow to help ilnd 
so closer rel:~tions were est:~blishcd 

with Eastern Bloc countries, he 
said, but now the West was joining 
in with the application of snnctions. 

He appealed to the United 
States, Britain and France partic
ularly to step up their pressure on 
Pretoria and urged the U.N. Secu
rity Council to impose comprehen
sive mandatory sanctions. Qnly 
such pressure could force the Botha 
government to negotiate, he said. 

Lusaka, where the ANC has its 
exile headquarters, was the main 
venue for today's celebrations of 
the organization's 75th anniversary. 
President Kenneth Kaunda of Zam
bia was guest of honor with Tambo 
and members of the ANC executive 
at a function attended by about 150 
international reporters. 

African choirs sang anthems and 
freedom songs, and a big cake in 
the ANC's colors of green, black 
and gold was cut. 

Tambo coupled the welcome-to
whites theme with an announce
ment of an "amnesty" for black 
spies cnught infiltrating his organ
ization, and an offer to expelled dis
sidents to rejoin if they acknowl
edged thnt they had erred. Tnmbo 
said those moves were meant to 
underscore the need for black unity 
and to counter a government strat
egy of dividing blacks and instigat
ing "black-on-black" violence. 

In a press conference, Tambo im
plied that his organization's new 
appeal to whites was meant to 
counter what he called President 
Botha's "propaganda campaign" 
against the ANC and a preelection 
revival of white Afrikaner chiluvin
ism. Whites-only general elections 
are expected next April or May. 

"This has always been the policy 
of the ANC," Tambo said. "If we 
have emphasized it more than usual 
today it is because we feel we must 
not allow [whites] to be misled by 
Botha's railings against the ANC. 
They must not be hoodwinked into 
believing there remains a future for 
white minority rule in our country. 
We have a responsibility to get 
through to them and save them 
from possible ruin." 

Tambo was at pains to assure 
whites that they would be secure 
tmder a government resulting from 
a one-person-one-vote election in a 
country where there are four times 
as many blacks as whites. But he 
was adamant that the ANC would 
not consider any constitutional 
guarantees for minority groups. 

-. 

To do that, he said, would be to 
i)erpetuate the concept of race 
groups, which was the cornerstone 
of the apartheid system. Rights of 
racial groups represent a major 
~int of difference between the 
~NC and the government, which 
·insists that it will only consider re
forms based on g'roup rather than 
'individual politc~!l representation. 
: ·Even more liberal white organ
muons regard"it as important that 
minority gr~up rights should be 
guaranteed. · 

While ,$he ANC appeared ada
mant on group rights, it went out of 
its way on other issues to be con
ciliatory to wQites. Although it said 
it would have to "address the ques
tion of ownership, control and di
rection of the economy," it made no 
mention of nationalization, which 
has featured strongly in previous 
policy statements. 

The ANC policy statement today 
deemphasized the group's socialist 
philosophy and stressed the need to 
create-rather than to redistrib
ute-wealth. 

Tambo repeated and amplified 
earlier statements calling on the 
guerrillas to avoid civilian deaths 
and disapproving of the so-called 
unecklace" · executions, in which 
young militants have killed alleged 
black collaborators by pulling gas
oline-filled tires around their necks 
and setting them ablaze. 

The time was right, Tambo said, 
for a breakthrough to South Afri
ca's whites, many of whom are los
ing faith in the viability of the apart
heid system. Important sections of 
the community are taking positions 
against the administration, there is 
a growing movement among young 
whites to oppose military conscrip
tion, and a number of influential 
Afrikaners have come to Lusaka for 
meetings with the ANC, he added. 

The ANC, a civil rights group 
with a nonviolent philosophy, was 
founded in 1912 as the South Af. 
rican Native National Congress. It 
was outlawed in 1960, formed a 
military-wing a year later and set up 
exile headquarters here. Nelson 
Mandela, the ANC leader who has 
become a major rallying point in the 
struggle to end apartheid, was sen
tenced to life imprisonment in 1964 
on subversion charges. 
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l,J.S. Says South Africa Rebels 
Are Obligated to Communists 

\ By NEIL A. LEWIS 
,, Spedal 1D Tbe New Yor1t Tlmea 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 8 - The State 1 aries, but they are not recognized as in
Department said in a confidential re- dependent by any government other 
port delivered to Congress today that · than Pretoria. The State Department 
the African National Congress was study relied largely on previously pub-
deeply obligated to Moscow and the lished data because United States 
South African Communist Party for policy forbids contact with the home-
military assistance in waging guerrilla land authorities. · • 
warfare against the Pretoria Govern- The question of how much influence 
ment Moscow has in the African National 

But the report is ambiguous on Congress and other such groups has be-
whether Communism or black nation- come a leading Issue in the debate as 
allsm Is the predominant ideology in the Administration s.truggles to re
anti-apartheid politics and particularly shape Its southern African policy. with 
in groups such as the African National a new emphasis on contacts with black 

. Congress, the principal guerrilla or- opposition groups in South Africa. 
· ganization seeking to topple South Af- The State Department repOrt comes, 
rica's white-run Government. The a few weeks before Secretary of State 
group is marking its 75th birthday to- Ge&nte P. Shultz is scheduled to confer 
day. in Washington with Oliver Tambo, the 

The 11-page study by the depart- head of the rebel group. Mr. Shultz is 
ment, entitled "Communist Influence currently traveling in West Africa, 
1n South Africa," was prepared in re- \lvbere America's policies toward South 
sponse to a request from Congressional Africa Is a principal item in his discus
conservatives angered over the enact- sions with African leaders. 
ment last year of economic sanctions Mr. Tambo is scheduled to deliver an• 
against South Africa. address in Washington on Jan. 28 and 

Such requests often become part of meet with some Congressional leaders .. 
legislation, and the department simi- He Is expected to confer with Mr.: 
larly was obliged to provide_ a report Shultz at the same time. i 
demanded by Congresswn.al hberals as The report portrays the South ~f-[ 
to the extent of malnutrltlo~ ·~ the so- rican . Communist Party as havmg: 
call~ black homelands w1thm South aligned Itself with the popular re~l: 
Afnca. movement principally for opportums-~ 

Wldesprewl Hunger Found tic reasons. 
That report found widespread hun- "The South . African Communist 

ger in the homelands and an infant Party •. banned smce 1950: lacks a ~ass! 
mortality rate sharply above that for follo~mg but has exe~c1sed. consld~r
whites in South Africa as well as higher able mfl.uence through 1ts alhanc~.wlth 
for blacks living In urban areas such as the ~fncan Nation~! Congress, ac
Soweto, which adjoins Johannesburg. cordmg to ~e st~dy. .The .s.A.C.P: con-

The homelands are supposedly au- tinues to v1ew 1ts ~Jston~al alliance 
tonomous black entities created by the w~th .the A.N.c .. as Jts mam. ho.re for 
South African Government in rural w1nnmg power m South Afnca. 
areas within South Africa's bound- The study says the South African 

Communist Party has persuaded Mos
cow that an alliance with the African 
National Congress is the best hope for. 
achieving influence in South Africa. 
"Moscow has long shared the 
S.A.C.P.'s assessment of the A.N.C. as; 
the major potential catalyst for politi-: 
cal change and it hopes to steer ~e. 
A.N.C. in directions favorable to SoVIet 
interest," it gays. 

'Deeply Beholden to Soviet' 
The department report said, "The 

A.N.C. is deeply beholden to the 
S.A.C.P. and the Soviet Union for the 
arms and training that made possible 
the upsurge in guerrilla activity ~at 
has boosted its prestige in South Afnca 
in recent years. 

"Dependence on Moscow for mili-. 
tary assistance will continue to en- i 
trench Party influence in the A.N.C. 
and its strong representation in the 
A.N.C. hierarchy." 

The report also says there is consid
erable cross-membership between the 
rebel organization and the S?uth Af
rican Communist Party. Notmg that 
the African National Congress's gov- · 
erning council consists of 30 people, the i 
report says, • • Roughly half the 30 mem-! 
bers are known or suspected S.A.C.P. 
members." 

The department's report also says, 
however that the Communist Party 
has alm~st no influence in the black, 
labor movement In South Africa, one of 
the leading engines of reform in the 
black political equation. 

In a speech last month, Mr. Shultz 
said the Reagan Administration was 
deeply concerned about the rebel_ 
group's "Communist connections and 
links to Moscow." 

He said the current series of Amer
ican Government contacts with the Af
rican National Congress did not signal 
·approbation of such groups, but recog
nition that they have an important role 
to play. Leaders of the rebel groups in 
recent months have met with high
level officials in the State Department. 
Before that no American official 
higher than ~n embassy poliucal offi
cer had conferred officially with any
one from the rebel group. 

SOUTH AFRICAN CONSCRIPTS TO SERVE IN TOWNSHIPS AND NAMIBIA (Concluding 
portion of Reute:ps dispatch on "unrest" from Johannesburg, 6 Jan. 1987) 

i 
! 

'IHE SOUI'H AFRICAN DEFENCE FORCE (SADF) SAID TODAY 'mAT HUNDREDS OF CONSCRIPTED AIRMEN 
AND SAILORS WOULD BE RETRAINED TO SERVE WI'lli THE ARMY lli STRIFE-TORN TOWNSHIPS AND IN 
NAMIBIA (SOU'IH WEST AFRICA) WHERE SOU'IH AFRICAN-BACKED FORCES ARE FIGHTlliG NATIONALIST 
GUERRILLAS. 

THE DEFENCE FORCE BEGAN SUPPORTING THE POLICE IN THE TCWNSHIPS AFTER WIDESPREAD UN
REST BROKE OUT IN 1984... THE UNREST HAS NOW CI.A.IMED MORE THAN 2, 300 LIVES. 

SOUI'H AFRICAN MALES ARE CALLED UP FOR 1WO YEARS OF NATIONAL SERVICE AND PAY THEN BE 
RECALLED FOR UP TO 1WO MONTHS A YEAR FOR THE NEXT 12 YEARS. 

A DEFENCE FORCE SPOKESlW-i SAID THE DECISION WOULD AFFECT SERVICEMEN WHO HAD A.LREP.DY 
CCMPI..ETil) THEIR BASIC 1WO YEARS' SERVICE IN THE NAVY OR AIR FORCE. IN THE PAST, THESE 
SERVICEMEN HAVE NOT BEEN RECALLED AS FREQUDITLY AS ARMY CONSCRIPTS. 

"TIITS DECISION WAS TAKEN SO THAT THE PROTECTION TASK OF THE SADF COULD BE SPREAD 
MORE EQUITABLY AMONG AI..J.. MEMBERS OF THE PART-TIME FORCES ••• , " THE SPOKESMAN SAID. 
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Angola tries ·to entice exiled dissidents 
From Jill Jolliffe Unita breakthrough in ·Europe. His g n a r 1 e d complexion 
in Lisbon Last week's visit to Portugal fringed by a •bushy beard gives 

Angola's governing .!'>iPLJ\ of the Angolan Foreign Minis- him the appearance of a power- . 
party ·has scored a victory in its ter. Alfonso van Dunen, was a ful ·lion, but one which bears 
attempt. to counter the groWing measure of the importance the mark of many battles. He 
credi'biliiY of the South African- Luanda is placing on the dliiplo- was studying in Portugal when 
backed Unita movement in matic struggle for Westem the anti-colonial war began in 
Western diplomatic cirdes. sympathies. After a period oi Angola-; and led a strike of foot-

. It >has .won. back to its ranks hostility in Portuguese-An.golan ball players in support of his 
Mr Daniel Chipenda. a veteran relations. It marked: a consider· compatriots. Imprisoned by the 

, of the Popular Movement for able thaw, being the most senior secret police, he escaped and 
. the Liberation .of An go I a visit by alf Angolan offieial since returned to fight in Angola, 
(IMPLA). who defected to the decolonisation, and ;one of Mr where ite became commander 

' opposition just before Angola Van ·Dunen's tasks was to pre- of the MPLA's eastern front. 
won independence. , pare .for. a visit by President 

Mr .Chipenda. who has lived Jose ·Eduardo dos Santos. In August 1974 the l\IPLA 
· · congress split over support. for 
m Portugal since 1979. will :Mr Chipenda's rettirn to the President Agostinho Neto, elec• 
lead a drive to persuade tht> fold is part of a campaign to tirig Mr Chipenda to replace 
200.000 or so Angolans outside win over suppOrters of both 1 
Ute country to return home and Unita and the opposition FNLA him, but the election resu t was overruled and President 
forget tht;ir _political d_iffer· ·movement. as a political alter· Neto retained the leadership. 
ences. - - .-· · · ·· native . to the diplomatic stale- 1 d 
. Although the military battle mate which !has prevailed since t was on the eve of in eoen· Daniel Chipenda : . . 
in Angola . between Soviet·- the US Government ".M-ted its dence from Portugal Mr Chip. former MPLA commander 
b GA.OVI" end~ went over to the Ameri· 
acked government forces .and linkage- policy, and then. raised ea~cked FNLA. "I went with he . .continued hi·~ .. pglit,ieill 

bhe SQuth Afriean-backed Unita the stakes. even higher by giv- theii\:)because they were · the actiVlty, ... ..:. . .. , .. •<.·.·' 
is . not likely to diminish., the- ing military aid to Unita. , more natiQnalist of the remain- His. decis!on to s!ipporf the 
diplomatic struggle abroad has Mr Chipenda represents the ing l!fOUps; _ 4-Gouldn't opt M:PLf\. pubh~l}.'_ was mark~d,.hy 
taken on new: importance since' growing consciousness among for Savimbi'S ..tri.balism," he .• a Lisbon n_e~spape:r --Wltb--a 
Pr~dent ·Reagan reeeived. the _Angolans that after- over a de- said. . _ ~ ·" . :. Jro?t-page pli_]to~aph of _ M1 
Umta leader, Mr Jonas Savimbi~ cade of war._ with increasing . · , ;...- __ ,. · · :.- · ~·· Chipenda .. emBracmg the Ango-. 
in ~ashington earlier this yeaf. foreign ;involvement. Angolans When he retm:;!l~d • .to exile lan ambasado:( tO' Lisbon._ Mr 

. whu:h. ~paved the·· way - for a must seek their. GWD solutions. . in Portugal a f~ .:rears !liter, Mawete Joao ~~ptista. - · . 
:_··;.·!L:.:.!f-;llt!·-:~;j'_ .... -:.p:_.-·Y:.p·;~: ........ -- '·--.-~-·:·"lt.~· ~-~··,·- ,,. : . ....~~!!::;> _ _,_._,._~ : ;-·- -~·~;·:,.._ .. #.~~---
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