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"Fre~ and fair" election in South Africa? 

Violence and intimidation 

Whether or not the ANC obtains nominal shared control over the 
South African security forces. it is unreasonable to assume that 
those forces will end either their own or others' violence and 
intimidation during a process that will so vitally affect their 
future. In Namibia UNTAG, despite its international status and its 
numerous civilian, police, and military officials, was unable to 
prevent violence and intimidation throughout the populous north until 
the very end of the campaign period. 

Nevertheless, there is no doubt that the Namibian electoral 
process could not have succeeded without the UN's massive presence 
(plus economic and political pressure exerted by the West on a 
vulnerable Pretoria). 

It is unlikely that the UN will be present in South Africa under 
comparable conditions, with an equivalent mandate, in the same (let 
alone the greater needed) numbers, and backed by equal Western 
support. Consequently, it will be urgent for respected non-partisan 
groups (like the churches, human rights groups. etc.) to ensure that 
there are adequate numbers of private observers/monitors and press in 
the Republic throughout the entire electoral process to monitor and 
expose violence and intimidation (as well as unfair manipulation). 

These non-partisan groups will need to assign adequate staff to 
assist the monitors: to ensure that they are distributed throughout 
the entire country, includ:..ng ren1ote and highly contested areas; to 
help with arrangements for accomodations, transport, and protection 
(if needed) in their assigned posts; to train them to behave in 
non-partisan manner,* and to know what to look for and what to do if 
they find (or experience) it. 

The presence of the press will be equally essential: if the 
monitors cannot get their observations to the world via the media, 
they will not be able to exercise effective pressure against violence 
and intimidation. In Namibia the South African government provided 
'iavish facilities for the press in Windhoek: press packets; wire, 
telephone, and fax services; guided tours; bar and food; and even a 
limited number of rooms. While the non-partisan groups in the 
Republic will not be able to compete in all these respects, they 
should be able-- and delighted-- to provide simple assistance: 
information packets, introductions to civic, religious, and political 
leaders, and tours to meet their monitors. 

UNTAG effectively hobbled the press in Namibia by concealing 
most information it received from its field personnel. Non-partisan 
groups in South Africa should attempt to get information from 
outlying areas to the press. One useful step would be to expand 
beyond the statistical data now released by the Human Rights 
Commission by keeping available a log in central or regional 
headquarters of information concerning apparently serious complaints 
or charges made to or by monitors and updating them regularly with 
additional information. 

*Observers sent by international organizations and interested states 
almost always show a bias in favor of the powers-that...;be-- they hate 
to have to call an election not free or fair--; so other monitors 
must demonstrate their superior fairness (and thus superiority as a 
source of press reports), rather than engaging in unwinnable slanging 
matches. 
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Unsung hero of 
Biko conspiracy 

Allister Sparks 
reveals the role of a 
top pathologist in the 
case that rocked the 

apartheid regime. 

THE death in Johannesburg the 
other day of South Africa's fore
most pathologist, Dr Jonathan 
Gluckman, releases me from a 
16-year pledge of confidential
ity to disclose his role in expos
ing the truth about Black 
Consciousness leader Steve 
Biko's death in police detention 
at a time when the Minister of 
Justice was attempting a 
cover-up. 

I had just become editor of 
the Rand Daily Mail, that cru
sading newspaper which strug
gled through the dark years of 
apartheid to expose the evils of 
the system. It was my first 
experience of the double
whammy of Government pres
sures and unsympathetic pro
prietors that had driven my two 
predecessors from the editorial 
chair, and which in time was to 
drive me out as well and even
tually shut down the paper. 

Dr Gluckman was one of the 
unsung heroes of South Mrica, 
a tall, rotund man whose 
slightly pompous air concealed 
a passionate humanitarianism 
that drove him to reveal more 
acts of criminal injustice than 
anyone else in South Africa's 
long history of racial oppres
sion. 

On the morning of 29 Sep
tember, 1977, I got a call from 
Gluckman asking me to visit 
him. Biko had died in detention 
two weeks before, and the Min
ister of Justice, Jimmy Kruger, 
had announced that death was 
due to a hunger strike. 

Gluckman had attended the 
post-mortem examination on 
behalf of the family, he told me, 
and it was clear Kruger was 
lying. He showed me the post
mortem report. Biko had died 
of brain damage. Moreover the 
Government doctors who had 
examined him must have 
known this, for they bad 
ordered a lumbar puncture 
which showed an excessive 
number of red cells. 

j Kruger was obviously 
attempting a cover-up md bad 
hinted that there might be no 
need for an inquest. We had to 
publish the news to force him to 
bold an inquest. But we would 
have to conceal Gluckman's role 
in doing so, both for reasons of 
medical ethics and because he 
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would be a material witness if 
the inquest were held. So I 
made my pledge of confidential
ity. Back at the office I briefed 
our best reporter, Helen Zille, 
md despatched her to Port Eli
zabeth to confront the three 
Government doctors who had 
examined Biko. 

Zille doorstopped them at 
their surgeries. Their alarm at 
being confronted with the facts 
was proof enough that they had 
indeed known what was wrong 
with the prisoner md had 
joined a conspiracy of silence. 

So we found ourselves in the 
awkward position of knowing 
the facts but not being able to 
source them clearly. Zille and I 
composed a carefully-worded 
report that began: 'An investi
gation by the Rand Daily Mail 
- which included interviews 
with doctors who examined Mr 
Steve Biko in detention - has 
revealed that the black con
sciousness leader showed no 
signs of a hunger strike or dehy
dration.' The report went on to 
say that our investigation indi
cated that Biko bad died of 
brain damage, and that the facts 
contradicted Kruger's state
ments. We published it under a 
banner headline: 'No sign of 
hunger sttike- Biko doctors'. 

Next day the roof fell in. 
Kruger protested that the 
report was false and demanded 
a hearing of the Press Council, a 
body set up by the Newspaper 
Press Union- the proprietors' 
organisation - in the face of 
threats by Prime Minister John 
Vorster to pass a press control 
law if the newspapers did not 
'discipline themselves'. 

I refused. But the NPU told 
me if I did not, Vorster would 
cite it as proof that the Press 
Council was inadequate and he 
would introduce his legislation. 
Eventually I caved in and 
agreed. That night I appeared 
before the Press Council, con
stituted like a court with a 
retired Appeal Court judge, 
Oscar Galgut, presiding. 

I was represented by Sydney 
Kentridge, now a top QC in 
Britain. Kruger, having lodged 
his complaint in writing, did not 
bother to attend. As the hearing 
got under way it quickly 
became clear that if a refusal to 
hold m urgent hearing was con
sidered unacceptable to Vors
ter, ao was an acquittal. Not 
being able to call Gluckman or 
cite the post-mortem report, 
made our case more difficult. 

Five hours later, the judge 
delivered his verdict. Guilty. 
The headline was not substanti
ated by the facts, Galgut said. It 
was therefore 'misleading and 
tendentious'. Furthermore it 
was incorrect to say that the 
facts revealed by the news
paper's investigation contra
dicted what Kruger had said. 
The paper was 'severely repri
manded'. History vindicated us, 
of course. But the verdict still 
stands in the records, and the 
newspaper is dead because of 
the thousand wounds like that 
which it suffered in its final 
years. Now Jon Gluckman is 
dead too. Only the truth 
survives. 
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S African-death 
penalty debate 
puts 300 at risk 

1 hvldllereaford 
In Johannesburg 

A BATTLE for the Jives of 
at least 300 prisoners on 
Pretoria's death row will 

be fought in the South African 
parliament next week when 
President F'. W. de Klerk moves 
to end the moratorium on the 
death penalty. 

Members of the parliament in 
Gape Town are to be given a 
free vote when a motion to re
start hangings is debated on 
Thursday. 

The announcement of the 
date triggered controversy ·yes
terday as black political group· 
ings - strongly opposed to the 
death penalty - denounced the 
move. 

The liming of the debate has 
been given added piquancy by 
reports yesterday suggesting 
that Nelson M1mdela's wife. Win· 
nie, may soon face a new trial. 
possibly on capital charges. 

The attorney.general for the 
Witwatersrand, Klaus von 
J.ieres und Wilkau, confirmed 
that he had received a police 
report on an investigation into 
Mrs Mandela's alleged links 
with the disappearance of two 
you! hs in J 988. 

He said that no decision had 
yet been taken on a possible 
prosecution. The two missing 
boys are assumed to have been 
murdered. It has been widely 
rumoured in Soweto that they 
were killed as suspected police 
informers. 

Mrs Mandela was recently 
convicted of kidnapping four 
other youths at the end of 1988, 
one of whom w ts subsequently 
found murdere(. The dead boy, 
Stompie Moeketsi. aged 14, is 
believed to have been killed on 
suspicion of being an informer. 

Accomplices of Mrs Mandela 
have publicly accused her of 
taking part in a beating which 
Jed to the boy's death, claiming 
she fabricated an alibi which 
led to her being cleared of as
sault charges. 

The timing of the debate on 
· capital punishment is extraor· 

dinary, coming as the country 
prepares for the introduction of 
a new non-racial constitution. 
The t~o main black political 
groupmgs, the ANC and the In· 
llatha Freedom Party, have 
both indicated they want capi· 
tal punishment banned. 

There is speculation that the 
government may be taking the 
step to try to reinforce its 
"tough" image in the face of 

j growing unease within the rul
ing National Party that their 

I 
concessions at the multi·party 
negotiations are earning the 
party a reputation of weakness. 

"This is a cynical and undein· 
ocratic excercise by De Klerk 
with no other purpose than 
party political gain. They are 
playing with people's Jives for 
the sake of a few votes," an 
ANC spokesman, Carl Niehaus, 
said: 

The government had no right 
to make such a decision "on the 
brink of an agreement on the 
transfer of power," he said. 

White public opinion over
whelmingly supports the death 

1 penalty. Black opinion on the 
issue has not been tested, but 
sentiment among blacks is be~
lieved to oppose capital punish· 
ment, partly because of the dis· 
proportionate number of blacks 
who have been hanged. 

When Mr De Klerk SUS· 
pended executions in F'cbruarv 
1990. in anticipation of amnes· 
ties for political prisoners. a 
number of whom were on death 
row. South Africa had a partie· 
ularly ugly reputation for capi· 
tal punishment, having what 
was believed to be the highest 
execution rate in the industrial· 
ised world, hanging the con· 
demned in batches of up to six 
at a time. 

At one time the few white 
prisoners hanged had the bene
fit of new ropes, while black 
prisoners had to make do with 
used ropes. 

Death row, in Pretoria's ccn· 
tral prison. is now overflowing. 
because courts have continued 
to impose capital sentences 
since the moratorium. A partie· 
ularly strong abolitionist argu. 
men! in South Africa- in addi· 
tion to those routinely mounted 
in other countries - is that 

! legal resources are so stretched 
that few accused in capital 
cases can expect an adequate 
defence. 

It is also argued that the al· 
most all-white composition of 
~he judiciary - only one judge 
IS black - means that the risk 
of miscarriages of justice as a 
result of language and cultural 
differences between those on 
the bent'h and those in the dock 
is particularly acute. 
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MAKING PEACE The Selby residents who saw 
him approaching were 
stunned. They took the letter 
and read it. They were de
lighted, but me#ings would 
have to be held with all the 

F
·R_ ... :g·· ....... ···M, · '!':' · >·-·Bi.< 'E~ ·: t····o· ...... ··w· · ··. :=;t:n~~!~::ooresrn~s: : • ( . .:. \-~ .. _.,:. , .. : ·• · -~ ''-''· ..•. , •. . ......... ·· . .- , .· : ..... Dlelllltimeitwascrucialtoget 
· •. .·:·· . · ·· ·:,.:. .; : · · .. ;.:• · : · .. , · . · . ·· · ..• : ·• ,Dlomo out of the place ac: 

. quickly as possible. He was 

In South'Nrica IJeac~ il'iitiatiy¢stronrab0ve are gerte~ally not successful. · :=~t,~:nci~ car and 
. .. ·- . . - . . . . .· - . . . . . . . .... -· . . . . .' -~- . ~ 

Political leaders~ cf)urc;h leaa~ •. Peace·Accord·representatives and tiN'monitors;· __ :r.cob'Diomo walked home 

have had very·~uttle s~ccess. But in the hostels ·arou~dJohanne~burg the ;: . : · :;.m~:;:~:::; 
initiative came :from . . . . MJievcid aJtd hopeful. 

below, fr.om·ttle·hostel 
residentS·;themsetve$ •... 
The result$ have been 
little less. than mir~culous ... 
and the implications ~ft)r ' 
a South 1\hfcan: theblogy · 
of recontiliatiorr'are 
far-reaching:.··· 

KHOTSO·KEKANA and· 
ALBERT ·N()lAN .. sp()ke to 

.· ..... · 

... :''\ 

some of the hostel 
residents anci~to· the 
MethodiSt minister .. whd}#-.'~{.;• .. , .. : ·,, .. :;, .. · 
the reside~ts called imtd:·;:_: _.··· 

• .. ;:.: . ·. : :~ 

.. :.-··. 

Hostel~-lnostoft¥~ areXhosas, and Selby was 

nolongerabletocomeandplay·~atlqlpe:N~y~w .. · 
why or how the ldll~g.had ~or bow it Jliigbt end. 

In August, 1992~Jacob DlomQand·a ~w ofhisfriends decided 
tbat they were, in~bis ,own wordS, ••tirc~(of:'.~ing.toolS to. 
perpetuatediVision$Ddmistrust'~'·-~killi!lg,m..ust~top. Th.e. 
evildoers who m:~ploit;ing~~ tribal:dqferenc:e niust 
be resisted But how? · · 

The groupfe!t quite plainly, 
"We Will never finiSh these 
gUys, and they Wiil rie~cifin
ish us. This 'fisb,.~g'Wiil go 
on forever; How cali we find 

· akindofpcaceinwhicbthere 
are no losers and no winners?" 

. Qn~ f!f flle Very _imJ)ortant 
deeisions'tbatth~Jeppe grdup 
m8de'wasihat they woiiid. not 

· apOlogise tO SClbyfOrthe vio
·lerice; nrit would th~y txpect 
Selby oi any:'OtbeJ: hostel' to . . . •.. · 
apologise to them. FOrgive- · 
. ness· wa5 ·simply ooi appro-
priate. "ffiey would: neither 
ask for forgiveness nor offer 
any forgiveness, beCause no-
body knew ~ho had started it 
~I or where it had begun. 

All they kne'\IV was·thatthey 
were suffering and they 
wll!\ted peace~ ·· Ariy kind of 
investigation into who wa5 to 
blame wauld only·per.jjeniate . 
the mistrust and violenCe; 

SCARED;TO'DEAllf: · 
11ieJepjx: group decided to ·· 
take the initiative by Writing a ·· 
letter'of]>eaCe tQ Selby; "nie 
letter cO'ntaincid no accilsa
tions and no ap(>logies only 

· the suggestion tl)at meetings · 
l:iC'ammgC4C But who would 
deliver the letter? 

JacobDlomo5ays hedoeii not 
know whai -pOssessed him at 
that inoment,: tiuthe offered 
to deliver it. ''When !arrived 
at Selby on August 25, 1992," 
he says, "the. blOOd on the ' · .. 
w~i~··Ji.nd on ihe giound 'was 
Still' tresli ·from the fighting 
two daY's before; I wassc8red 
to death." 

.;_,. 

: "': .. · 

: .... ··, 

···;-.. 

Selby rie5Ponded positively. 
The older residents decided 
toa.woint one of the younger. 

· resJdeJits · to be their repre-
o ·: 5entative. German Mlatsheni 

· --· :liiid ahady proved himself 
" • as·a'natUiaJ young leader. 

· · ·. Atalaierprcssconferencebe 
' repoited that "it was with a 
sense of unCertainty that we 

·. :J'eCeived ·the challenge for 
·peaCe from our colleagues at 

· · Jeppe Hostel. Yet we had to 
·respect'' the 'courage evident 
in thcir'·apptoach, especially 
as personified in Mr Jacob 
Dlomo.physically coming to 
Selby. We'honour the man
ner in which he risked his 

·. life". 

. Commun.ication between 
·'leppe· and :Selby began 
· through letters. Other hos-

, :. • •telshearoilOOutitandshowed 
interest: Meetings were nee

. <essaty; bUt who would chair 
. , the'mCCtings? 

· · · Eveiyonequiclcly agreed that 
· < it m'ust ·be the church. They 

· contacted theSACC who rec
ommended Rev Mvume 
Dandala, the Superintendent 

· •· oftheCentralMethodist Mis
sion·in·Johannesburg. 

NO PARlY·POUTICS 
During the next few months 
RevDandalirchaired a series 

·. of meetings between an in
creasing number of hostels. 
At these meetings it was em

. : ·· pbasised that the initiative had 
· ·not come from any political 

•, ' ·' . pm:ty or any organisation but 
from the residents themselves 

... llShC)S~Iresidents. Atameet
ing on November 2 I , 1992 it 



was formally agreed that ''the tendency 
to exploit ethnic and tribal differences 
for any purpose will be resisted." 

Observers were invited from the Johan
nesburg Municipality and the Transvaal 
Provincial Administration and even a 
few international peace monitors. On 
December 19, a prayer service was held 
at Jeppe Hostel - a Christmas service of 
peace and goodwill. "We went to Jeppe 
and we are still alive" was the chorus 
some sang on their way back to Selby 
and elsewhere. 

Everyone then went home for Christ
mas. As soon as they returned, though, 
an even larger service was arranged for 
February 6, 1993 at Selby Hostel. The 
press and a number of prominent church 
leaders were invited this time. "A can
dle of pain and hope" was lit at the 
service and it was announced that 24 
hostels in and around Johannesburg had 
now signed a pledge of peace. The 
service was attended by representatives 
from each of the hostels and from 8 more 
who were now also taking an interest in 
this unique peace process. 

The February 6 Peace Service was an 
historic event, but the hostel residents 
were not at all happy with the way it was 
reported in the newspapers. 

WE TOO ARE HUMAN 
By this time representatives from the 
hostels had formed an interim commit
tee and meetings were taking place at the 
Central Methodist Church every Thurs
day. It was here that the decision was 
taken to hold a press conference on 
February 25. About 150representatives 
from nearly 30 hostels crowded into the 
Wesley Hall to confront the press. 

They complained that the impression 
was being given in the press that this 

· peace process was initiated and led by 
the churches. This was not true, as Rev 
Dandala himself explained at the begin
ning of the press conference. 

Jacob Dlomo pointed out that hostel
dwellers were also human beings and, 
even if they were often illiterate and 
uneducated, they had learnt moral values 
from their parents like everyone else. 
The press, he said, tended to represent 
hostel residents as wild savages who go 
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around killing people. "We are blamed 
for the violence, but when we make 
peace others are given credit for it". 

German Mlatsheni spoke about the Af
rican way of making peace. There has 
been no victory for anyone. We make 
peace because of a higher value, a vision 
of living together in harmony. We do 
not make peace just because we are 
"weary of battle" as one newspaper has 
suggested. 

"We belong to various political parties, 
yet we believe that our common loyalty 
to the good of all our people," he de
clared, "should supersede our ethnic, 
political and religious loyalties". 

POSSIBLE CLEANSING 
CEREMONIES 
German Mlatsheni outlined the second 
phase of the peace process: sports pro
grammes and music festivals will be 
restored, education programmes will be 
set up" to help us appreciate our diverse 
cultural heritages", and a code of con
duct will be developed by the hostel 
residents themselves. After that the 
thorny question of peace between hostel 
residents and township residents will 
have to be tackled. 

A very ambitious programme, but, as 
JacobDiomosays, "a great 
work has already been 
done by our forefathers and 
by God our creator". The 
pledge of peace can hold, 
according to Rev Dandala, 
if we can find a way of 
confirming and sealing it. 
In African tradition, he ex
plains, the peace must be 
sealed by means of a sym
bolic act like a cleansing 
ceremony. 

The possibility of cleans
ing ceremonies in the hos
tels conducted by chiefs 
from rural areas is being 
discussed and debated at this time. Such 
things cannot be undertaken lightly. A 
Christian religious ritual or symbolic 
liturgical act might also be considered. 
Rev Dandala will consult the churches 
and the hostel residents about this, be
cause new and creative ways of securing 
peace in our land will have to be found. 

THEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS 
Mvume Dandala is excited about the 
significance of what is happening in the 
hostels for a South African theology of 
reconciliation. In the first place it raises 
questions about the practical meaning of 
forgiveness in South Africa. 

What happens when we do not know 
who is to blame? Can we not have a 
corporate confession of guilt for having 
spilt blood even if we no longer have 
clarity about how it all started? And 
even when we do not know who is to 
blame, can we not be reconciled on the 
basis of working together to ensure that 
this kind of thing never ever happens 
again? 

Where there has been guilt, there must 
be repentance. And we also speak about 
the need for restitution, but this does not 
mean that punishment is necessary. One 
of the great fears of the Afrikaner, ac
cording to Dandala, is that if they con
fess and repent then they will be pun
ished in one way of another. They seem 
to forget that there have been no Nurem
berg trials in Africa. 

Corporate confession and repentance 
can be a liberating and healing experi
ence. What matters is that we learn from 
the past. 

The hostel experi
ence raises another 
question for the 
churches. There is 
no doubt that the 
role of the churches 
will be crucial in 
future grassroots 
initiatives for 
peace. According 
to the hostel resi-
dents, says 
Dandala, the 
churches can still 
help despite the 
ways in which the 
churches have 

failed in the past. They believe that, 
among other things, the churches were 
not sensitive to their problems. 

This means, as Dandala points out, that 
sometimes a process of peace and recon
ciliation between the churches and the 
people might also be necessary. a 



WILL SOUTH 
AFRICA'S 

ELECTIONS 
The flurry of activity 

around South Africa's first 

democratic elections has 

begun. Apart from the 

political parties 

themselves, agencies of 

all kinds including 

churches are teaching 

people about democracy 

and voting. 

BE FREE 
What everyone is 

discovering is that there 

are many more problems 

and obstacles to free and 

fair elections than most 

people had thought. 

Challenge has been 

compiling a list of all the 

things people say could 

go wrong. 

AND 
FAIR? 

W HEN we ask whether an election is free and fair, the 
first thing that comes to mind is the possibility of 
daeatiJII. At a rcc:ent meeting of Christian Service 

Organisations, Father Sean o·~ of the Catholic Justice 
and Peace Commission outlined some of the ways in which 
cheating could happen. 

"We are concerned not only with freedom and fairness at the 
polling station and in the places where the votes will be 
counted, but if the election is to extend over two days, we are 
lllso concerned &bout where the voting boxes are going to be 
kept ovemighL Who will guard the boxes to ensure that they 
are not tampered with or extra votes added during the night?" 

"And if a monitor does discover an irregularity at night or 
during the day, what could he or she do about it? Will there 
be people to call upon, people who would be immediately 
available even in rural areas7' 

In Brazil the rich, it seems, go to extraordinary lengths to cheat 
their opponents out of millions of votes. One example which 
we heard from a visiting lawyer from Brazil, Sister Miclulel 
Mary, involves invisible iDk. At the polling stations in poor 
areas. somebody replaced the pens with invisible ink pens 
which make a mark that gradually disappears. The result 
thousands of blank baUot papers. 

INTIMIDA'OON 
Our biggest problem. though, will not be cbeatina but. intimi
datioa. How do you moaitor and check intimidatioa? 
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The overt violence at political meetings and polling stations 
could be controlled, but what about the employers, for exam
ple, who tell their employees which party to vote for, and who 
threaten them if they vote for another party. Theoretically 
nobody should allow themselves to be intimidated in this way 
by an employer or a political party or the police or anyone else, 
because the ballot is secreL But in practice people are cynical 
about this secrecy. Sr Michael Mary says that most of the poor 
in Brazil were convinced that their bosses would find out who 
they had voted for. 

The Wits sociologist, Craig Charney, believes that less than 
half of South Africa's 20 million voters are going to turn up at 
the polling stations to vote for anyone at all. They will not only 
be afraid of violence at the polling stations, they will also be 
afraid of getting into trouble with someone or other when it is 
discovered who they voted for. So, the attitude will be ''keep 
out of trouble, don't vote". 

This is a very serious problem which would totally undermine 
South Africa's first attempt to be democratic. 

VOTES FOR SALE 
A roaring trade in the buying and selling of votes is anticipated 
by some observers. The sub-editor of Challenge, Khotso 
Ketana, who was an international monitor during the Namibian 
electioos, tells the story of a woman who kicked up a great fuss 
at the DTA (Democratic Tumhallc Alliance) table after hav
ing cast her vote. She was demanding the meat she had been 
promised if she voted for the DTA. 



J>emocracy _________ _ 
This same DTA bad organisers who 
were given minibuses, cars and other 
benefits and yet were unable to give a 
coherent account of the DTA' s policies. 
That people flocked to the DTA rallies 
for the food and drink and then voted for 
SW APO is well known. 

In Namibia a number of foreigners were 
given forged baptismal certificates and 
probably paid to· go and vote against 
SW APO. In South Africa we could 
have large numbers of foreigners given 
ID books and paid to vote against the 
ANC. How will that be monitored? 

The classical way of swaying the votes 
is to use scare tactics to frighten people 
into voting against your opponent. Sto
ries of alleged SW APO atrocities filled 
the newspapers just before Namibia's 
elections. We should not be surprised to 
find great media campaigns to scare 
South Africa's voters from voting for 
certain parties. 

SPOILT PAPERS 
In the recent Angolan election there 
were half a million spoilt papers. In 
other words at least half a million people 
did not know how to vote. They pre
sumably put more than one cross on the 
paper or wrote something else on it. Or 
were they using invisible ink in Angola 
too? 

As the Star newspaper of February 21, 
1993 pointed out our ballot papers could 
easily frighten the inexperienced voter. 
There could be a choice of some 17 
political parties each with its own sym
bol! And if South Africa repeats the 
dirty tricks of Namibia, we could find 
ourselves with an increasing number of 
splinter parties with symbols and names 
that are confusingly similar to popular 
parties like the ANC. Namibia had a 
SW APO-D party with a logo that was 
not very different from SW APO' s logo. 

Dliteracy is, of course, a major problem, 
and South Africa has millions of illiter
ate people who can very easily be ex
ploited. But even people who are not 
illiterate can be exploited by unscrupu
lous people who might tell inexperi
enced voters that they can put as many 
crosses as they like on their ballot pa
pers. 

Sr Bernard Ncube ofiC'f speaks about 
the difficulty of explaining the voting 
procedure to elderly pensioners in the 
townships. They find it difficult to be
lieve that you are supposed to put a Cl"'8S 

next to the party of your choice. Should 
one not cross out the parties you do not 
approve of? 

APATHY 
Some of the people we spoke to believe 
that our greatest problem is going to be 
an extremely low turnout at the polls. If 
only half the population cast their votes, 
we would not be able to say the election 
was not free and fair but we would also 

CONSERVA11VE·PARTY CP 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY DP 

DIKWANKWETUPARTY 

.. KATHA FREEDOM PARTY IFP 

'tNTAHDO 'IE8IZWE PARTY ftP 

.. M 

l.P 

NATlONAl. PARTY NP 

JIA1101W. PI!OPI.E'S PARTY .. 
PAN AFRICANIST CONGRESS PAC 

80LJDARm' PARTY • 
A mock-up ballot form 

without the party 
symbols or logos. 

By the time we have 
elections there may 

well be a few 
more parties. 

AOt be able to say that the elected aov
«mnent was truly representative. 

Many, it seems, are cynical or apathetic. 
"My vote won't make any difference". 
"It doesn't matter who wins, nothing is 
really going to change". "I don't under
stand politics; I don't know who to vote 
for." "Let's keep out of trouble." 

We also hear of preachers who tell Chris
tians that they should not get involved in 
worldly things like elections and voting. 

On the other hand political activity for 
most of our people has always taken the 
form of mass action, protests, strikes 

and boycotts. In the past the only 
way to deal with the apartheid 
regime's elections (for the 
tricameral parliament or local 
councillors) was to boycott them. 

Now we must all vote. It will not 
be easy. 

TAKING AcnON NOW 
South Africa's first general elec
tion is fraught with problems. And 
yet we have a better change of 
making a success of it, because 
unlike many other countries there 
is a growing awareness of what 
could go wrong. Agencies are 
springing up all over the country 
topromotevotereducation. Randy 
Erentzen's Project Vote, based in 
the Centre for Development Sturi
ies at the University of Western 
Cape, is distributing tho!lsands of 
elaborate kits on voting proce
dures. Others are giving talks or 
running workshops. 

The churches are deeply involved. 
Several Christian service organi
sations have developed extensive 
programmes as part of the Educa
tion for Democracy Campaign. 
One such programme sets out to 
train no less than 20,000 election 
monitors. The Institute for Con
textual Theology is preparing a 
booklet on the theological mean
ing of democracy. 

There is a growing awareness and 
a hive of activity that augurs well 
for the future. 0 

Olattenge -Apnl 1993-25 



Election Watch 
So who's going to come out tops in South Africa's first non-racial 

election? One of South Africa's leading research analysts, 
JAN HOFMEYR, has agreed to help guide WIP readers through the 

campaign jungle between now and the polling date 

IF A GENERAL ELECTION WERE HELD 

now, who would win? Few people 
would dispute that the single largest 

share of votes would go to the AN C. 

National Party 
that there may be no party that deserves 
their support. The violence of the past 
year may also have encouraged people to 
duck political questions in surveys. 

How support has changed 
% 50··-··-·-·--- -----·----

But would it win an absolute major
ity? And, if not, would the National 
Party (NP) be able to put together a 
coalition to beat the ANC in parliament? 

40-

30-
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---.:.._ 
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41 
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Two years ago a scenario which 
had the NP forming a majority coalition 
might have been plausible. In the after
math ofFW de Klerk"s early reforms, 
support for the man - and. as a result, 

A • Oct. '92 • Mar. '93 

A variety of smaller parties are gain
ing from the ANC and NP's losses. The 
most important change over the past year 
has been the rise in support for the Pan
Africanist Congress (PAC) among blacks. 
Although the PAC still lags far behind the 
ANC, it is now the second most popular 
party. To what extent do the activities of 
the Azanian Peoples' Liberation Army 
(Apia) affect PAC support, you ask? his party- was fairly high. 

Nowadays the chances of the J\T 
forming a majority coalition are slim. 
Chart A shows how support for the NP 
has changed among both black and white 
voters. 

African National Congress The answer is probably that Apia 
activities have helped enhance the PAC"s 
image as a party that has black interests at 
heart. 

How support has changed 

% 80 69 
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However, it also puts a firm ceiling 
on PAC support since the number of 
black South Africans who believe in the 
sort of strategy pursued by Apia is very 
small. 

Support for the NP was never very 
strong among blacks. But the drop re
flected in these polls is as steep as one is 
likely to see in polling. Among blacks, 
the NP has lost about 75% of its support. 
Even among whites, the decline in sup- B • Oct. '92 • Mar. '93 

The Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) 
continues to register little support, even in 
Natal. It cannot be classed as "one of the 

---
port for the NP is major. From a high of 
67% in a May 1992 Markinor poll, support for the NP has 
dropped to about 30% in the most recent poll conducted by 
Research Surveys (March 1993). The plunge in NP support is 
so serious that the party might no longer even be the second 
most popular political organisation after the AN C. 

How has the ANC fared? Relatively 
well, compared to the NP. Take a look at 
chart B. ANC support among black South 
Africans has dropped during the past year 
from about 75% (Markinor, May 1992) to 65% 
(Research Surveys, March 1993 ). Support for the 
ANC among other South Africans has always been 
-and remains- relatively low. 

But if the "main players" are losing support, where is it 
draining to? The main beneficiary is the "don't know" or 
"none of the above" vote. In other words, an increasing pum

. ber of people have become confused or have begun to think 

3 

big three'' in any popular sense. As time wears on, the IFP is 
likely to become even less significant among black voters: the 
basis of its appeal is mainly ethnic and therefore strictly limit
ed. Gradually, black voters are likely to decide that the broad
er appeal of the PAC is a better electoral platform than 
Inkatha 's limited ethnic appeal. 

In short, the latest polls suggest the following trends: 
e The NP has very nearly blown its chances of crearing a 
broadly based "anti-ANC" alliance. 
e The electorate is generally traumatised by the political pro
cess and many people can fmd no party to support. 
e The PAC is poised to emerge as the single most powerful 
electoral force beside the ANC, even though it will be exclu
sively black. 
e The basis of the PAC' s appeal is likely to remain narrow 
since a "non-racial" position has more suppon among 
blacks. • 
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FEATURE/INSIDE ANGOLA 

AMONG THE DEAD IN ANGOLA 
John Liebenburg, a South African photographer, tells the real story of the brutal Angolan war. He went in to 
question the South African mercenaries guarding the Angolan oil installations at Soyo and came back 
with a story of death, destruction, waste and brutality. Calling themselves security guards, they said their 
job was purely defensive. 

e twin engine Cessna 404 we were tape from head to tail, with its doors 
ying into Cabinda, has its own his- removed for easy exit. We heard that it had 

tory. Its 15-hour fuel tanks flew coke been "confiscated" from Unita, who had 
by the ton from Colombia to the American now withdrawn into the bush some 30 kilo
West coast, until its seizure by DEA metres away. 
agents. Bought in an auction, it winged its As we left Soyo airport for the town, our 
way to Wmdhoek from where it made pas- guides -refusing introductions by name -
senger night runs to Johannesburg. The pointedly stressed that they did not want to 
"Ghostrider", as it was aptly named was be photographed. The town streets lay 
then sold to an air charter company, which deserted. At its perimeter we stopped at oil 
ferries employees of Sonogol (the official storage tanks- the bone of contention. Soyo 
Angolan state-owned oil company) from is a small town, but of great importance to 
South Africa into Soyo. the MPLA: located some 300km north of 

The Ghostrider's cabin door opened to a Luanda, it produces a third of Angola's oil 
blast of exhausting equatorial heat. A production. Oil accounts for about 90% of 
group of men waited beyond the war rubble Angola's export earnings. Captured in Jan
strewn over the runway by Unita, to pre- uary by Unita, it was reeaptured in sea and 
vent its use. air operations by the Angolans. The place 

The men, I could see as we taxied in, were was surrounded by tanks, which now stood 
all South African. Broad shouldered and guard over the oil storage tanks. 
tanned a dark brown, all wore T-shirts, P.T. A group of young recruits from Benguela 
shorts and running shoes. Some hadAK-47 and Luanda called me over to photograph 
rifles slung over their shoulders. Wordless- them at their mortar emplacements. 
ly, they o:ffioaded our luggage into a bat- Enthusiastically they re-enacted a live 
tered old bakkie, and a "zebra striped" mortar exercise. I froze as a mortar nearly 
sedan. The car, if one could call it that, had slipped down the tube, and they laughed at 
been covered with strips of black masking my apprehension. A mere hundred metres 

Black South African ex-anny troops hired by MPLA. 
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away stood an oil storage tank in their 
direct firing line. I stopped filming. Our 
guides returned and ordered us into our 
cars. The Angolan commander had denied 
us permission to stay in the area 

The road we were travelling on led along 
the coast and out into the bush. Here the 
tour of destruction began. The road was 
used by Unita during its retreat. Every 
hundred metres lay used tank shells, 
ammo boxes and spent rounds. Unita fox
holes and trenches revealed food, equip
ment and grenades. In some foxholes lay 
the decomposed bodies of Unita fighters. 
They had dug their own graves. Further 
along the road was a grim reminder of a 
firefight. Unita commanders in their dis
tinctive olive coloured uniforms lay 
sprawl~ out dead. One, with shiny black 
boots on, had had his head removed by 
dogs. 

My stomach could take no more. I des
perately wanted to get away from the smell. 
After retching several times, I asked the 
Englishman coolly observing my reactions, 
if it did not worry him. His answer was: "We 
are all part of the living dead." 

We passed the base camp of the oil com
panies. At the last base · camp, our 
Afrikaans guide (one of the alleged merce
naries) pointed out puffs of smoke rising in 
the distance. This, he said, was the front. 



He ignored our urge to go closer, saying it 
was too dangerous and that he had no man
date to drive there, "'t's their war." 

For the next few days we visited oil 
plants left smouldering by Unita. The 
Sonogol HQ at Kwando lay in a state of 
total destruction. In many places explo
sives had done the job. Adding to the 
destruction, Zaireans who had crossed the 
river amid the chaos, had plundered offices 
for air conditioners and computer monitors. 
One of the guides said the Zaireans would 
sell the monitors as TVs in their own tor
mented country. 

Back in Soyo, we observed a place close to 
the square where the bodies of MPLA offi
cials lay - executed by Unita, and then 
buried by the South Africans. The officials, 
first detained by Unita for several weeks, 
were baked alive in a steel container. After 
this hell, they were executed. 

But this was not why we were here. We 
had come to interview the South Africans 
employed by Ranger Oil and Sonogol. In 
South Africa and Namibia, controversy 
over their employment ruled. Reports in 
the media indicated they were fighting 
with Unita, they were then accused ofbeing 
hired by the MPLA to kill Savimbi. Now 
they were accused of being mercenaries 
fighting with the Angolans. Whatever the 
case, what was obvious from our tours of 
Soyo and the installations, was that the 
men were treated by the locals as heroes. 
Many people on the streets waved to them, 
and Angolan roadblocks dropped their 
chains as the men approached. Clearly, 
they had the trust of the Soyo community. 

Buks Buys, one of the alleged mercenar
ies (reportedly killed, according to the 
South African press) flew with us to Cabin
da where we stayed overnight. The com
mander of the group never really intro
duced himself, he just started talking. It 
was only in the early hours of the morning 
that he stopped. Buks' voice, always low, 
was filled with urgency. He cited the names 
of senior South African cabinet ministers, 
whom he said ran companies supplying 
Unita. 

Buks related the day Eben Barlow of 
- Executive Outcomes contacted him. The 
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South African security guards employed to guard the oil installations. 

briefEben gave, was to merely protect (as a 
security guard) the oil installations of Soyo 
against further vandalism and plunder. He 
emphatically denied their employment as 
mercenaries. This story he said, would kill 
them here in Soyo. 

Yes, he said, he could not deny he was 
once in the South African armed forces. All 
of them were once either in Koevoet, recon
naissance or 32 Battalion; some of them 
were once Civil Cooperation Bureau 
agents. He had resigned from the army to 
open up his own security company. Their 
stay here was perfectly legal he said, and 
with the full cooperation, permission and 
knowledge of Sonogol. "The MPLA is the 
majority shareholder, but that is none of 
our business." 

Buks asked if it was a crime to protect the 
interests of a private concern. "The damage 
you have seen runs into millions, the instal
lations themselves were worth hundreds of 
millions and had to be protected. And that 
is what we are here to do, nothing else," he 
thumped his finger on the table. 

Angolan tanks 
waiting for 
the next 
engagement. 

"Buks," I said, "things are not tallying. 
According to your own admission you came 
under heavy mortar and artillery fire from 
Unita. Some of your men have been 
injured. The men I have seen are old expe
rienced veterans, do you want to tell me you 
never returned fire? Have you killed 
Angolans, Buks?' 

Buks crossed his fingers and said: "' 
swear before God, my men and I have not 
killed no-one. Especially not Unitas- that's 
the work of the Angolans. 

"Anyway," he said, "Unita today is differ
ent. They clearly have betrayed their call to 
democratise Angola, with their actions the 
past months." That, he said, was not the 
Unita he had once associated himself with 
or had trained and cooperated with. 

Buks said their greatest enemies now 
were the mosquitoes with their attendant 
malaria, and the heat. Water was a contin
uous problem- fresh water that is. Soldiers 
from both sides had dumped bodies in the 
multitude of rivers there. Bodies of the 
drowned, also polluted the rivers; a young 
boy related how Unita soldiers had 
drowned in their desperate attempts to 
cross the Congo river into Zaire. 

A week after our arrival, Unita launched 
a counter attack. Col Frank Taljaard (32) 

· apd Philip Robert Smith (35), a British cit
izen, our driver in Soyo, were killed 
instantly when a large group of Unita sol
diers attacked one of the smaller installa
tions being inspected by the two men. Their 
bodies are assumed to have been taken by 
Unita. Many of the fresh-faced Angolan 
soldiers we had seen were now dead. • 
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