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Government turns to NGO 
sector to save failing RDP 

-
The government has reversed itself and has turned to 
the struggling non governmental organisation sector 
to bail out its hopes for the Reconstruction and Devel
opment Programme (RDP). 

This follows the decision to bring into being a high level 
cabinet committee to replace many of RDP minister Jay 
Naidoo's functions and to gear the economy for growth ! 
(SouthScan v10/28 p217). · 

This week N aidoo reversed his previous position and made 
a plea for the struggling NGO sector. The change to his 
centralising drive, which has earned him much bitterness in 
the sector came after revelations that his ministry had 
pulled the' plug on a NGO initiative designed to bring the 
RDP once more on track, and had backed off from a promise 
to give the NGOs R200m. 

Analysts say that a catalyst for the sideways shove the 
cabinet has given N aidoo may have been his handling of the 
NGOs. 

In a statement this week, theN ational N GO Coalition said 
Naidoo has turned to support for aid being channelled to 
NGOs rather than diverting funds to the government's RDP. 

Speaking at a summit of NGOs held in Broederstroom, 
Johannesburg, Naidoo told delegates the RDP unit would 
not become the gatekeeper for receiving and distributing 
donor funds. 

NGO Coalition interim chairman Rams Ramashia called 
Naidoo's shift "a lifeline for NGOs". The move was vital for 
the continued existence of a vibrant NGO sector. "Without 
funding we are doomed," he said. 

The head of the RDP unit in Naidoo's ministry without 
portfolio, Frank Meintjies, announced at the summit the 
NGO sector would be given a dedicated division within the 
government office. 

Naidoo is expected to appoint a person in September to 
work on the ''NGO desk" who will serve as a key link between 
the RDP unit and NGOs . 

Funds crisis 
A funding crisis iscripplingthe NGO sector, prompting the 

major policy shift, with Naidoo now appealing to local and , 
international aid donors not to bypass these organisations : 
by diverting funds to the RDP. 

Naidoo has acknowledged that the NGO sector had been in 
a "deepening crisis" since the election as donors have been 
diverting funds to the government for the RDP. 

Figures released by the Independent Development Trust 
(IDT) provide the first statistical evidence of the extent of the 
problem. The survey of 128 NGOs and community-based 
organisations found that by June this year the respondents 
had an actual shortfall of more than R200 million- two thirds 
of their 1995/96 operating budgets, 

.Even if all funding promises were met they would still be 
able to reduce this deficit by no more than half and they had 
no way of meeting the shortfall. . 

Some organisations are in such serious financial difficul-
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ties that they face closure in the next few months. Many 
others will be forced to retrench staff or drastically curtail 
their operations. 

The IDT called for an urgent review of both international 
and local funders' priorities, as well as a mechanism to speed 
up the release of RDP funds. 

Kagiso Trust, possibly the country's largest NGO, has 
shrunk to 10% of its former size, with funding for this year 
being reduced by 50%, according to spokesman Horst 
Kleinschmidt. 

"We are obliged to fulfil 250 existing contracts which run 
' to early 1997. When they are up, the Kagiso Trust will 

probably close unless it fmds new funding." 
Naidoo said he had asked the European Union for an 

interim arrangement for donor aid to continue to be chan
nelled to NGOs until the government had established a 
mechanism to handle the distribution of aid and oversee 
development projects. 

NationalNGO CoalitioninterimchairmanRams Ramashia 
said the move was a "lifeline" and the coalition would be 
liaising with donors and the RDP Unit to follow up the 
release of funds. 

It would be a "disaster" to lose NGOs which had been at the 
forefront of development work and had a wealth of experi
enced people and well-established community networks, he 
said. 

The 128 organisations surveyed by the IDT employ 3,803 
people and provide essential services to millions of people in 
the education, health, rural development, micro enterprise 
and capacity building fields, he said. 

The survey found that the healthy R7 .9m surplus they had 
posted in the year ending March 1994 had been turned into 
a R4.6m shortfall injust12 months. 

The NGOs estimate they need R343.3m to keep running. 
Many NGOs have been critical of the slowness of the 

national RDP office to develop guidelines and procedures for 
NGOs to become involved concretely in the RDP. The RDP 
white paper has not helped in 
this regard, elaborating only 
general principles about the 
need to consult with NGOs. 
Some donors have been hold-
ing back funds until more 
clarity emerges on the gov-

' ernment's approach to the 
1 NGOs. 

NGOs with large reserves 
are likely to survive the gap 
but often these are the least 
innovative organisations. 
Smaller community-based 
organisations are likely to 
suffer most, and this ironi
cally could undermine the in
tentions of the RDP to provide 
"people-eentred development" 
with grassroots delivery of 
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seryices, one of the agencies, Interfund, said in its annual deputy director general in Naidoo's office, told the NGOs 
report. that in fact only R5m was available and the ministry "would. 

The government about-turn follows revelations that the look to foreign grant donors to provide the budget of the 
RDP ministry was failing to move on previous promises of TNDT." 
financial assistance for the NGOs, and for structural change On June 5 Mamphele Ramphele of the IDT, Molobi and 
in the development effort. Kleinschmidt met Erwin to express their concern. "Deputy 

Last month documents published in the SA press showed Minister Erwin stated that government could possibly make 
N aidoo had failed to support a new and major development a small contribution in 1995 only, but for 1996 could prob
programme, theN ational Development Agency, with NGOs ably provide up to R300-R400m." 
that could finally have got the RDP up and running. Observers noted that by this time most of the NGO sector 

Naidoo and his office- which NGOs have dubbed "the 12 would have disappeared because of the lack of funds now 
blind mice" - have also put in danger a R560m tranche of a redirected to the RDP. 
four year R2.4bn EU allotment to the RDP. On the same day, Euro-MP Glenys Kinnock told the IDT 

Deputy President Thabo Mbeki, before the announcement and KT that "EU funds would not be available to the TNDT 
that the cabinet was taking a stronger hold and changing withoutsignificantgovernmentsupportandgrantfinance". 
economicgear,revealedthattheEUhadalreadyexpressed The same message was delivered to NGOs by EU am
concern to him about the slow implementation of aid, and bassador in SA Edwin Fouere when he was consulted later 
that monies not used would. have to be returned if not used in June. 
for the purposes to which they had been allotted in the one By 12 July, Shaheed Rajie of the RDP office told the KT 
year time frame for each allocation. that "the whole idea of the TNDTwould be dropped." 

There was due to be a major NGO Alliance meeting on On 14 July, Meintjies contacted Kleinschmidt and said, 
August 4 involving the RDP office, the Kagiso Trust and the according to the document, that "Minister Naidoo had been 
IDT who would finalise the formation of the Transitional briefed and that he agreed the idea of a TNDT be dropped." 
National Development Trust (TNDT) into the National De- However, the RDP office also told the press that Naidoo 
velopmentAgency(NDA). and Erwin were attempting to back the NGOs and had 

Instead, Naidoo and his office pulled out of the meeting. launched the idea of an NDA The RDP spokesman also 
Earlier RDP official Frank Meintjies told a meeting at the claimed that some NGOs did not support the idea. This is 
University of the Witwatersrand that the function of the contrary to the record of steps contained in the document in 
RDP office was not to be a fund provider. the possession of the RDP office and the major NGOs. 

However,accordingtotheleakeddocuments,detailingall I NGO observers now believe the RDP wants the major 
the meetings between N aidoo and RDP officials, as well as NGOs to carry the can for failures to date .. They believe 
deputy Finance Minister Alec Erwin, Kagiso Trust officials, I Naidoo and his officials pulled out of the NGO conference 
the IDT and the Development Bank of SA, the government because they did not want to go on record publicly about 
had reneged on promises to form a National Development their reasons for dumping the NGOs. 
Agency. Last week the RDP office, in its monthly progress report, 

But from this week, and after the cabinet decision, it has said a task team had been established to aet up theN ational 
become clear that the RDP ministry is turning to the on-the- Development Agency. 
ground experience NGOs have in dealing with disadvan- Naidoo, it said, was negotiating with the EU for Ecu15 
taged and often remote rural communities. million (approx. R73 million) for NGO projects as an interim 

The documents note that in August last yearN aidoo and measure. 
Erwin called a meeting in which they announced govern- --------------------
ment's intention to rationalise the development sector with 
the aid ofNGOs. 

A meeting was held in October, and in December KT and 
IDTsuggested the formation aN ational DevelopmentAgency. 
A task team drew up a "concept paper" which was given to 
Naidoo by Eric Molobi (KTI), Professor Wiseman Nkuhlu 
(DBSA), Horst Kleinschmidt {KT) and N aledi Tsiki (IDT) on 
21 January this year. 

The document stated that ''The Minister stated that gov
ernment intended to launch the TNDT with an initial grant 
ofR200m." 

He later repeated this in a television interview. A timetable 
was set up, and meetings were held in March (withMeintjies) 
and in April, where it was decided that the TNDT would be 
announced to the media on May 1, and that the offices of the 
intended organisation would be opened for business on 1 
July, although given the extent of work necessary they would 
start work on June 1. 

The IDT and KT began consultations with NGOs and 
community organisations and selected possible regional 
representatives to sit on theN ational Development Agency. 

By 26 April a letter was given to Naidoo by Molobi and 
Professor Merlyn Mehl of IDT laying out timetables and 
plans. 

N aidoo l?eemed enthusiastic but said government could no ,

1 
longer provide R200m but only R50m~ 

By 18 May that figure dwindled 10 times: Bernie Fanaroff, 

Unions warn on economic policy 
The labour movement has warned the special cabinet 
committee appointed to deal with economic matters that it 
must beware of those who wish to impose a "nee-liberalist 
policy" on the South African economy. 
The special committee was set up in a move seen as 
demoting Reconstruction and Development Programme 
(RDP) minister without portfolio Jay Naidoo, former Cosatu 
general secretary (SouthScanv1 0/28 p217). 
Cosatu general secretary Sam Shilowa, speaking at a 
worker and management conference in Durban last week, 
said while Cosatu supported the cabinet committee as a 
possible vehicle for economic reform, there were fears 
business may seek to steer the committee towards "failed" 
economic policy. 
Fears were also expressed at the conference that the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) would impose condition
ality on a future SA economic strategy. An IMF team has 
been visiting SA, reviewing economic progress. 
Shilowa said Cosatu was weary of policies that favoured 
"short-term growth spurts" at the expense of long-term socio
economic upliftment 



President Nelson Mandela pays tribute 
to Beyer Naude 

The good book tells us that it is given to 
human beings to live for three score years 
and ten, or if by reason of strength four 

score years. Beyers Naude has reached his four 
score years, proving to us yet again that he is a 
man of strength - strength of body and of mind 
and of that indomitable spirit that defied the 
evil of aparthied to make him a hero of our peo
ple. Oom Bey may your years still be long upon 
this earth. 

Beyers Naude became an outcast among the 
Afrikaners, among many whites and among the 
church that he loved. Such is the price that 
prophets are required to pay. Standing in the 
tradition of great Afrikaners and patriots like 
Braam Fischer, Betty du Thit and others he has 
remind.ed us all what non-racism is all about. 
His life is a shining beacon to all South Africans 
-both black and white, as to what it means to 
rise above race to be a true South African. If 
someone asks me what kind of person a new 
South African is required to be, I will say to that 
person, take a look at Beyers and his wife lise. 

I want this evening, on behalf ofSouthAfricans, 
to thank Beyers and Isle Naude for their sacri
fice. And I want to use this opportunity to call 
on all Christians, not least members of the NG 
Kerk, to walk in the ways of this Afrikaner 
prophet. The time of conflict in our land is over. 

We must embrace one another on the basis of 
justice and rediscover that we are an extended 
family who belong together. 

It was another great prophet, Martin Luther 
King, who once said: "If we do not learn to live 
together we shall die together." We have already 
made our decision in this regard. In last year's 
election we decided that we are going to live to
gether. It is the task of the church, the mosque, 
the temple and synagogue - for all people of 
faith to play their part in this process. Oom 
Bey and Tannie lise have shown us the way. 
Now we must build together. 

It is a fitting tribute to Beyers Naude that a 
Festschift should today be launched in his hon
our. It has been a special privilege for me to 
have written the foreword to that book. I join 
with the publishers, the editors and others who 
contributed to this volume, in celebrating the 
launch of an important book. Entitled Many 
Cultures One Nation, the book deals with a vi
tally important theme in South African politics 
- cultural diversity and national unity. Our 
struggle to make sense of the plural nature of 
our identity as a single nation has only just be
gun. 

I close where I began. Beyers you are eighty 
years old. We wish you many happy returns of 
the day. May God bless you and lise. 

W en you look back over 
he last eight years 

what are among your 
most memorable moments? 

fell in love with one another dur
ing a hike through Knysna. She 
introduced me to Genadendal, 
her home. 

istry in Potchefstroom ( 1955-
1959) that I really began to see 
what apartheid was all about. 
Young ministers of the Dutch 
Reformed Church (DRC), who 
were serving Coloured, African 
and Indian congregations, came 
to see me. They had been con
fronted by their church mem
bers who argued that it was im
moral for them to allow their 
church to defend apartheid. 
"How do you reconcile what your 
church believes with our suffer-

Some of the most memorable 
occasions in my life occurred in 
a little Karoo town, Graaf 
Reinet, my family home. I come 
from a big family - eight chil
dren and as kids we had a won
derful time. I remember swim
ming in the dam with so-called 
coloured children. We never 
thought anything of it. That 
shows what racism eventually 
does, it separates you on the ba
sis of ethnic concepts- distorted 
concepts. I also remember our 
family holidays. The whole fam
ily would cram into the car and 
we would drive to Port Elizabeth 
where we would camp. Yes, those 
days bring back wonderful 
memories. 

I matriculated in 1941 and 
went to Stellenbosch University 
to study theology. I don't think I 
got much studying done as I was 
tee interested in other things, 
like hiking and mountain climb
ing. That is how I met lise. We 

Genadendal had a major im
pact on my life as it was the first 
time in my adult life that I made 
real contact with people of an
other colour. I came to discover 
how deeply sincere they were, 
committed Christians with their 
sorrows and joys. That left a 
deep impression on me. How
ever, it was only during my min-

Beyers Naude with President Mandela, sharing a lighter moment 
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irig,• they asked. I decided to go 
and talk to these congregations 
and I discovered the suffering 
that apartheid brought to these 
communities. This was my first 
personal, exposure to apartheid. 
In the South Africa of that time 
one could be born, be educated, 
and live one's whole life in South 
Africa and never have any 
meaningful contact with people 
of other races. I came to see that 
the DRC's defense of apartheid 
on biblical grounds was outra
geous. It was a distorted theol
ogy. This was a serious crisis in 
my life because the very moral 
foundation on which I had built 
my life was crumbling. I knew 
something was terribly wrong. 
It was the Sharpville killings, 
however, that forced me to take 
a stand. I realised that there was 
no way that one could allow the 
situation to continue. 

Dam Bey, are you prepared to tell 
readers about your inuol~ment 
in the underground. Could you 
tell me a bit about it. 

Through the Christian Institute 
I began to make meaningful con
tact with leaders of the Black 
Consciousness Movement. I had 
discussions with people like 
Steve Biko, who made me real
ise not only what apartheid was 
doing, but the need for the black 
community to liberate them
selves. They explained why 
there was no point waiting for 

_ whites to change and that black 
will become an irrelevant insti
tution. Thirdly, we need to reach 
out to people of other faiths. It 
is important to become part of a 
global community, which in
cludes Jews, Muslims, Hindus 
and people of other faiths. 
Fourthly, the churches will have 
to think very carefully about 
how they can assist in the fight 
against corruption. Churches 
should insist on truth, openness 
and transparency as we have de
veloped a culture of honesty in 
our country. There is no use 
pointing figures at other coun
tries. Lastly, we need to look 
more carefully at the whole sys-

people must now take the lead. 
This all made a great impact on 
me. I understood. However, I 
also realised that if white peo
ple were to be part or the future 
South Mrica, they would we 
have to be part of the change 
process. Thus when the banning 
came (1977-1984), I decided to 
maintain and deepen my contact 
with the young people in the 
black community, who believed 
they needed to be part of the 
struggle for liberation. I invited 
them to come and share their 
concerns, ideals and struggles 
with me. As the trust grew they 
opened up. They were convinced 
that the only option left for them 
was to leave South Africa and 
join the armed struggle as they 
were continually hounded by the 
police. The whole security sys
tem made life totally impossible 
for thousands and thousands of 
young blacks. 

This all led to another seri
ous crisis in my own life as I 
was against violence. I still am. 
The problem, however, was how 
to answer them when they ar
gue: "We have tried everything 
in our power to break down 
apartheid peacefully. What else 
is left for us? You tell us.• I real
ised that I had to respect their 
decision, even though I might 
not agree. They enquired 
whether I would be able to help 
if they were in serious trouble 
and needed R100 or R200 to 
cross the border? I thought 
about it very carefully. I realised 
if I did not help them they would 
most likely be caught by the se
curity police, be tortured and 
brutally handled. This would 
increase the bitterness in their 
hearts. I realised that it was per· 
haps better if they went. I have 
never regretted my decision to 
assist them. What so many 
whites in South African still do 
not understand, is that my help 
was not out of support for the 
armed struggle, but out of sup
port for young people who were 
convinced that they had to fight. 
It was important I showed soli
darity in their struggles. I tried 
to make it very clear that my 

tern of violence. The Christian 
church can never be a church 
that worships, serves and con
tinues its work in a climate of 
violence. This is a tremendous 
challenge. We must pray for wis
dom and insight. 

Lastly, what will South Africa 
be like in ten years? 

It is impossible to say as South 
Africa is one of the most unpre-

- dictable societies in the world. I 
hope to see a country where we 
have tolerance and mutual un
derstanding, a country in which 
we see less violence and more 

l'Mnle IIH-LifHime-..nlon 

support for them was due to my 
understanding of the Christian 
faith. I became interested in the 
life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer and 
his understanding of armed re
sistance. He ultimately came to 
realise that he would do a serv
ice to his people by assassinat
ing Hitler. It was an agonising 
realisation. Violence is never the 
perfect solution. Sometimes it is 
necessary. 

The SouthAfrican Outlook is es
sentially a Christian publica
tion. With this in mind, what 
would you like to say to Chris
tians in South Africa, especially 
white South Africans, during 
this period of reconstruction? 

Well, first of all I would like to 
say that th~ most important role 
for usis reconciliation. Without 
meaningful reconciliation there 
cannot be any meaningful recon
struction. It is a process that in· 
volves everybody- all faiths, all 
cultures, all languages and all 
races. However, through our 
Christian understanding oflove, 
of justice and of forgiveness we 
must work, discuss and pray so 
that we can make a meaningful 
contribution. Secondly, I think 
it is important for Christians to 
that there is no future for de
nominational isolation. Only if 
we share the vision of an ecu
menical church will we be able 
to build the body of Christ. If 
that does not happen the church 

peace, where there is greater 
economic justice, where we all 
share in the resources and op
portunities that God has given 
to us, where the tremendous 
gap between rich and poor nar
rows. We need a society where 
its people assist one another in 
the same manner that Christ 
has assisted us.· 
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CHURCHES 

RECONSTRUCTING AND 
DEVELOPING THE CHURCHES 
The SACC's International Conference 
A very significant contribution towards 

the ongoing search for the role of the 

churches in the new South Africa was 

made by a high-powered international 

conference in Gauteng in March. 

Challenge was also invited. ALBERT 

NOLAN reports. HUGH McCULLUM 

from Nairobi took the pictures. 

"IT was a feast of new ideas, 
remarkable insights and valu
able information," declared one 
excited participant. 

opportunity to reconstruct 
the church itself. A recon
structed church, he added, 
must be a thoroughly ecu
menical church. 

Rev Barney Pityana on the need for moral 
values 

In order to plot the way forward for 
South Africa's churches, the SACC 
(South African Council of Churches) 
ecalled together an international confer
ence which included leaders from the 
WCC (World Council of Churches) and 
the AACC (All Africa Council of 
Churches). We met at the Riverside Sun 
Hotel on the Vaal River from 19- 23 
March 1995. 

The overall thenie was "Being the 
Church Today" and in his talk Dr Konrad 
Raiser, the General Secretary of the 
wee. said that we should not be looking 
only at new ministries. new roles and 
new challenges facing the churches. but 
that South Africa has now been given the 
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"Denominationalism is a 
denial of the very being of the church." 

AN AFRICAN CHURCH 
After a very moving description of the 
legacy we inherit from the past, the 
breakdown of human values and the 
growth of moral indifference, Prof 
Bonganjalo Goba declared that the chal
lenge for us today is to become a truly 
African church. 

"Now we are free to search for a new 
identity," he said. We must tum away 
from all the dangers of individualism, 
selfishness and greed. as Rev Barney 
Pityana also pointed out. to espouse once 
again the African values of ubuntu. 

The idea of an African church and an 
African theology was taken up by others 
and included in the final statement of the 
conference, "Reconstructing and 
Renewing the Church in South Africa··. 
Among other things this included Goba ·s 
appeal for a holistic spirituality. African 
culture is holistic, that is to say. it is not 
plagued by conflicting dualisms like soul 
versus body. church versus world. black 
versus white. men versus women and 
religion versus politics. 

A reconstructed church - ecumenical 
and African - would be a church with a 
renewed spirituality and a form of wor
ship which really empowers people. One 



could not help noticing how many of the 
speakers, local and international, 
returned to the need for spirituality and 
worship. 

THE POOR STILL WITH US 
Our focus as churches has been on 
apartheid and racism - the- common 
enemy that often brought us together. 
Now we face other enemies, global ene
mies such as economic exploitation and 
militarism. This makes for much more 
complex problems and challenges. 

How we treat the poor remains a basic 
standard by which we can measure our 
faithfulness as a church. This, according 
to visiting speakers like Ian Fraser, David 
Haslam and Jim Wallis, is the conviction 
of the ecumenical church worldwide. The 
final statement declares bluntly: "We 
have failed to be the church of the poor". 
Some might say that this is not true of the 
African Indigenous Churches, but 
nobody doubts the need for all churches 
to tum to the poor and to the fact that 
they have been robbed of resources, 
opponunities, a voice and of their digni
ty. 

If the church in South Africa is to remain 
prophetic it must be willing to speak out 
about the idolatrous worship of money 
here and elsewhere. However, we were 
reminded throughout the conference that 
while the church will have to focus on the 
problems of poveny and economic jus
tice, racism and violence continue to 
plague us. There was a suggestion that 
we consider an anti-racism campaign and 
that the peace ministry of the church con
tinue. 

CHURCH AND STATE 
"Critical solidarity" has become the new 
buzzword for how the church should 
relate to the state in the new South 
Africa. 

A major concern for the SACC at this 
conference was the changed relationship 
between church and state, or, as one par
ticipant expressed it, must we not re-read 
Roman 13 (the passage about obeying 
the state) in the light of our new situa
tion? We now have a legitimate govern
ment instead of the previous illegitimate 
government, and that makes a big differ
ence to how we apply Roman 13 .. 

According to one of the speakers, Prof 
Charles Villa-Vicencio. the church is 

faced with two temptations. The first is to 
believe that the church has played its role 
and must now return to the salvation of 
souls leaving politics to the politicians. 
The other temptation is to continue to 
criticise the state and to make more and 
more unrealistic and utopian demands of 
the state. We must be critical, but from 
within the context of solidarity and sup
pon for what is good and laudable in the 
government's programmes. 

A reconstructed church 
- ecumenical and 
African - with a 

renewed spirituality 
and worship that 

empowers 

The church's prophetic witness always 
includes an element of criticism, but, as 
someone pointed out, it is not only the 
state that should be criticised, there are 
other people like the rich and other insti
tutions like the church itself which could 
become the objects of prophetic criti
cism. 

PLANNING AHEAD 
One very interesting feature of this con
ference, and of subsequent planning 
meetings, was the attempt to foresee the 
issues which will face us later on in the 
year and next year. For example, the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
will begin its work later this year. The 
church must prepare itself now for a cam
paign to help people understand the 
Commission, train pastors now to coun
sel and care for both the victims and the 
accused and_ even consider establishing 
Centres of Care and Concern. 

Another future event will be the lOth 
anniversary of the publication of the 
Kairos Document. How can the churches 
prepare for that ? 

The work of the RDP will intensify after 
the elections for local government. Local 
churches could then become places 
around which community development is 
focused. 

CHURCHES 

Saki Macozoma spoke about 
what government is trying to do 

The wee is spearheading an internation
al study project called "Theology of 
Life". How will South African's church
es be pan of that? 

In view of the growing interest in the 
relation between African culture and 
Christianity, the possibility of a Centre to 
promote this interest will be investigated. 

The general feeling at this international 
conference was that there is much more 
for the churches to do in our society now 
than there ever was before .• 
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The squalid ugliness of the apartheid regime surfaces more and more as former lower and middle level policemen 
reveal their roles in Pretoria Is cam~gn against its opponents. Assassinations , torture and murder are being 
deta,iled, Accusations of those high in the apartheid government are rampant and there are flurries of denials 
reaching all the way UJ? toDeputy President F, W. De lG.erk. Beneath the lethal activities was a vast array of 
dirty tricks, One o! the former policemen is Paul Erasmus who served in the security force well into the 90 's , 
after the ANC wa,s unbanned and into la,st year Is elections which saw Nelson Mandela elected President and a new 
government of national unity emplaced. 

Erasmus has a. book coming out in which he recounts such dirty tricks as harassment of the late Helen Joseph, one 
the staunchest and persistent opponents of apartheid. Erasmus has confessed his part in the attempt on the life 
of the Rev Dr Frank Chikane by putting poison on his clothing and his involvement in the bombing of the South 
African Council of Churches headquarters in Johannesburg. Erasmus has apologiz.ed to Dr Chikane. Era.ann..!S tells 
of his sUIVeillance of June Goodwin, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR reporter in South Africa. (Goodwin and colleague 
Ben Schiff have coauthored a book on Afrikanerdom, HEARl' OF WHITENESS, to be published in November by Scribners.) 

'IHE MAIL & GUARDIAN of Johannesburg is printing excerpts of Paul Erasmus ' manuscript. Here is one account of 
his role in the bestial South African war against the Narn.il:l:i.:n people: 

Koevoet and tneir own 'Radio Moscow' 
In a further extract from the manuscript of former security policeman 
Paul Erasmus, he describes his experiences in then-South West 
Africa, where he did border duty working alongside Koevoet 

O
NE day, our group was given suppos
edly reliable Information of a suspect 
"terr" weapons smuggling network, 

which was using sympathetic Ovambo long
distance dr1vers to convey weapons to Swapo 
members In Katatura township. The contact 
In the Operational Areas was an Ovambo 
woman, Rosavlta, whose husband had been 
arrested In Windhoek. 

We an1ved at her kraal with the usual 
aplomb, dr1vlng through their mealie patch 
and the surrounding stockade. We identlfted 
Rosavlta and dragged her kicking and 
screaming to the vehicle. Names were taken 
of all Inhabitants and a likely looking candi-

date for a terr (young 
MI'!Mit.JH6:rARS man, shifty 
:,.'iw 'ootNG fERE ?r eyes) was also 

C/GARI!:'rn arrested for 
I!I¥Al< • .l:'IIE good mea-
seN~ 
ourFCR MONTHS. sure. A 
\~ thorough 

search was 
made with 
the assis
tance of a 
mine
sweeping 
unttand 

personal belongingS and the scanty food
stuffs were poured on to the ground. 

My frtend Buks and I took Rosavlta Into 
the veld. We had plans to combine business 
and pleasure aver a braat, but started the 
Interrogation aver the omlntpresent beers. :. 

The suspect was unco-operative. After a ' · 
few kicks and slaps, we established that her 
husband was the dr1ver In question. 

When did he last Visit his kraal? Sflence. 
More slaps and kicks, but still no answer. 
The suspect was dragged around and the top 
of her dress came off in the process, pendu
lous blaCk breasts 8Winglng as the blows 
rained down. 

There was a long Interchange in Ovambo 
between Johannes (my colleague) and 
Rosavtta. This Interpreting wa8 a continual 
source of fiustraUon, especially as good 
morning could take 10 minutes In their cui~ 
ture. . 

"This woman has a baby. She warits food · 
for the child, • Johannes said. 

"We better not kick or hit her any more, 
guys. • I said. not wanting to be confronted by 
a woman aborting her child in front of us. 
But other tactics, such as a burning brand In 
her face, threats and firing shots next to her 
ear, produced no results. 

\ 
After enjoying ol.rr braat, with her watch

Ing. we returned w,Oshakati and put 
Rosavlta In a cell. 1 
· Colonel Meyer lnq\Ured about our 
progress. "Give this pnortty, Paul," he said. I 
assured him we woul;pare no effort. hav-
ing already decided "Radio Moscow" (an 
electrtc generator) wo produce the desired 
results. And, if she abo , well, electrtcal 
current doesn't leave . 

I was sitting In the can~ that night 
when Johannes came to ni~. After a whfle I 

understood what he had~ to say 
earlier In the day. Rosavlta n't pregnant. 
but already had a chfld. He 't being lewd . 
when pointing at her breasts er In the 
day, he was pointing out that was lactat-
ing. 

11e following morning. we took Rosavtta 
to her home to fetch the chfld. She 
immediately set about feeding arid 

Johannes requested all the baby's clothes. 
food, etc-what there was left. anyWay. 'after 
our earlier search. · 

On the way back, I stopped for a whfle arid 
we all climbed out. I pointed my rtfle at the 
chfld and told Johannes to start asking 
questions. Even he was impressed by this 
parttcular btt of savageey.juithe 
smfle on his face. 

No, her husband wasn't tnvo with 
Swapo. No, she had never seen lostves or 
that weapon With the banana- maga-

zlne. Yes, she had seen her husband three 
weeks ago. No, he didn't have anybody with 
him ... We got answers, but not the ones we 
wanted. 

Back at Oshakatl, we reported to Colonel 
Meyer and then set about acquainting 
Rosavlta with Radio Moscow. Ear lobes and 
mouth, arm ptt and toes, nipples and 
screams, but still no conftnnatlon of what we· 
wanted to hear. 

At four o'clock, opening time In the can-
teen, we had a few beers and decided that "" 
the bitch was lying and we would settle her 1 : ( 
once and for all. : Ji 

The next day, the same sptnntng of the : ~ 11 
Radio Moscow handle, the screams and the : r I 
same answers. What did It take to .break ! !S 
these people's resolve? Johannes had a : : ... 
plan: Insert the electrode Into Rosavlta's ; ~I 
vagtnal . . l : ' 
,, I laughed. Buks laughed. We all laughed. • ; • _ · 
Johannes beamed. We were quiet and then 
the laughter began again, great gales of 
laughter roDtng around the room. 

But I balked at the idea. Me, a white 
South Afrtcan. touch a black woman's gent."' 
talsl Buks obviously had the same resenra
tions. I said to'Johannes: "Well. rm not 
doing it. If that's what you want to do, then 
carryon.· .. 

Johannes produced a ruler and a piece of ' 
cloth. But Colonel Meyer wallred In and, , 
after a brtef glance at what was going on, 
quickly looked away. ' 

'"lbere's a message from head office In 
Windhoek. They're drtv1ng up to fetch this 
suspect! .. See that the baby has food. And 1 

by the. way, you can stop this business," he 
said. 



CHI SA 
Unit 16, 630 West 168th Street, New York, New York 10032. 

Telephone: 212 305-2424 Fax: 212 305-2426 
E-Mail: COMHISA@Sergievsky.cpmc. Columbia.edu 

Committee for Health in Southern Africa 

The Committee for Health in Southern Africa (CHISA) consists of people in North 
America who have volunteered their concern with health in Southern Africa, and in 
particular with the health issues raised by apartheid. Prime concerns of CHISA are 
the health of the deprived majority in South Africa; health rights and related human 
rights in South Africa; and the role of health professionals and professional 
organizations in that country. CHISA seeks to maintain its established role as U.S. 
liason with South Africa's multi-racial progressive health movement. Effective 
connections with Mozambique and Zimbabwe have also been maintained. 

The objectives of CHISA are: 

• To educate the public and the health professions about current health and mental 
health in Southern Africa, but not neglecting the historic effects of apartheid, 
racism, and colonialism. 

• To contribute to the knowledge base about health and health care in Southern 
Africa. 

• To work towards an improvement of the health of all the peoples of Southern 
Africa. 

• To maintain a health network across North America that will support in every way 
possible the activities of progressive health groups in South Africa. 

CHISA is an organization with a subscribing membership. Membership is open to all 
interested persons. Checks for the annual (tax-deductible) subscription of $25 ($1 0 
for students) and donations should be made out to CHISA. 

Dues/Activist Donation (tax-deductible) 
In addition to your regular membership, we wc~ld like to enroll 
you as a CHISA Activist. Activists will receive updates on CEISA 
activities, and are encouraged and supported in initiating local 
activities towards CHISA's goals. 

CHISA General Meeting* 
Monday, October 30, 1995 

7:30 - 9:00 AM 
Hyatt Regency Hotel, at Market Street and Harbor Drive 

Room Windsor A 

San Diego, California 

*The business meeting Is open to •II CHISA members •nd Interested non~ 
. members 
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Mozambicans Lead Quest for Jobs in Continent's Upbeat Economy 

By Lynne Duke .,....,.__,....,.Serrice 
KOMATIPOORT, South Afri

ca-Africa's huddled masses are 
knocking on South Africa's door, 
and the reason is clear from atop 
the LebOmbo Mountains along the 
border with Mozambique. A pic
ture of prosperity unfolds to the 
South African horizon, a lush 
patchwork of sugar cane fields, 
banana trees and citrus groves 
across the flatlands, harvested by 
thousands of workers who feed 
Africa's most prosperous nation 
and undergird its industrial 
wealth. 

Turn 180 degrees, and the Mo
zambican vista tells the story of 
bitter want. Fertile soil sits fallow, 
covered by scrub, dotted by only a 
few small fanns. There are no 
large agricultural concerns. No 
high-technology machinery hwn
ming in service of a national econ
omy. Indeed, there scarcely is an 
economy. Mozambique, surviving 
on international aid after 16 years 
of civil war, is a place from which 
millions wish to flee. 

dom they think awaits them on 
the farms, in the mines, in the cit
ies."' came to work," said Ernes
to Nzimande, 19, one of 15 cap
tured border crossers who formed 
their own huddled mass here last 
week while awaiting repatriation. 

Mozambicans are trekking 
across the Lebombo Mountains 
and into South Africa in record 
numbers these days, the main 
component in a wave of immi
grants from acro5s Africa that is 
estimated in the millions, attract
ed to President Nelson Mandela's 
new democracy and the country's 
growing economy. 

They slither beneath the bor
der's coils of electrified fencing 
and razor-wire: women clutching 
babies and bundles, men scram
bling toward the economic free- See SOUTH AFRICA, A24, CoL 1 

SOUTH AFRICA, From AI 

The presence of so many illegal immigrants has 
increased social and economic tensions in a coun
try with a multitude of home-grown problems. It 
also has become a major motivator, shaping South 
Africa's foreign policy as the stresses in other Af
rican countries add to the flood of humanity head
ed south. 

During the apartheid era of white-minority 
rule, South Africa mounted destabilization cam
paigns against its neighbors, especially Mozam
bique, as punishment for harboring anti-apartheid 
guerrillas. Now, those liberation fighters are in of
fice here and the instability of their neighbor 
stateS is wreaking immigration havoc. 

In a nation whose population is just over 40 mil
lion, the number of illegal immigrants is estimated 
at about 5 million, although no one can say for 
sure how many more may have blended into city, 
township and squatter camp life among legal im
migrants and the nation's many ethnic groups. 

Mozambicans make up the bulk of the illegal 
immigrants, in large part because of the desper
ate poverty there and displacement of a popula
tion of caused by the civil war that ended two 
years ago. Among Mozambique's 17 million peo
ple, the war produced more than 1 million refu-

. . gees and 2 million internally displaced people. 
South Africa was internationally criticized during 
the war for not classifying these Mozambicans as 
refugees. Instead, they were called illegal immi
grants. 

Mozambican immigration also includes many 
who come legally, to work in gold and diamond 
mines. So entrenched is South African employ
ment in the culture of some parts of southern Mo
zambique that fathers screen prospective sons-in
law based ori whether they have gone to work in 
South Africa and therefore proven themselves ad
equate breadwinners. 

Mozambicans desperate to reach South African 
soil brave the wilds of the famed Kruger National 
Park game reserve, home to lions, tigers and ele
phants. 

Immigrants in smaller numbers come from 
Zin1babwe. where a drought is spreading, and 
Zaire, where corruption and chaos reign, and from 
as far north as Liberia, Nigeria and Ethiopia. 

The presence of illegal immigrants is felt most 
immediately in labor market pressures. Overall 
unemployment ranges between 32 and 50 per
cent. The immigrants, especially the plentiful 
Mozambicans, bring labor competition and wage 
deflation because of their willingness to accept 
low pay and other forms of workplace exploita
tion. 

"Millions of South Africans don't have work 
because millions of Mozambicans are taking their 
jobs," said Col. Daan J. Lotter of the army group 
responsible for part of the border with Mozam
bique. 

Unlike Mozambican immigrants, who tend to 
enter illegally, Nigerian, Zairian, Ethiopian and 
Liberian immigrants often arrive on legitimate 
visas but overstay them. Proposed legislation 
would prevent travelers on tourist visas from 
converting their status to temporary residency. 
It also would provide closer scrutiny of "mar
riages of convenience" between South Africans 
and immigrants in search of citizenship. The 
wages of illegal immigrants could be seized and 
airlines who transport aliens could be fined. 

Police already have begun cracking down. 
Rather than picking up illegals on the streets, po
lice now are going after employers who actively 
recruit them to cut labor costs . 

Nigerian immigrants have come in for particu
lar derision here because of their connections, 
say law enforcement officials, to criminal syndi
cates trafficking in forged documents, stolen cars 
and drugs. 

"We arrest a large number for dealing in nar
cotics, and then we find them in possession of po
litical asylum papers," said Maj. Danie Louw of 
the police unit in a section of johannesburg called 
Hill brow, where so many Zairian immigrants live 
that French is the primary language in some 
neighborhoods, just as back home in Zaire. 

The numbers of Zairian and Nigerian aliens 
caught here is only in the double digits, but 
through June of this year, more than 8,000 Zim
babweans and nearly 51,000 Mozambican illegal 
immigrants ·have been caught and repatriated, 
according to the Department of Home Affairs. 
For all of 1994, the number of Mozambican repa
triations was 74,000. Along this mountainous 38-

mile stretch of border alone, more than 12,000 
immigrants have been caught since January, dou
ble that for the same period last year. 

Each Wednesday, a special train bearing at 
least 1,000 Mozambicans leaves Johannesburg 
and deposits the illegal immigrants at the border 
here at Komatipoort, an Eastern Transvaal town 
at the southern edge of Kruger National Park. 

"The train stops on this side of the border and 
·they are pushed across" into the desperately 
poor town of Ressano-Garcia, said police War
rant Officer Willem Lotter. 

This sector of border, which runs down to 
Swaziland, has been plagued for years by cross
border cattle raids and gun-running and the 
movement of tribal groups separated from one 
another by the carving up of African states dur
ing the colonial area. With the rapid increase in 
illegal immigration, it has become "the most ac
tive piece of border in sub-Saharan Africa," said 
Lotter. 

Commando units, similar to national guard re
servists in the United States, augment army pa
trols here-in part because some of illegal immi
grants are well armed. AK-47s and other light 
~eapons remain in circulation nearly two years 
after elections ended Mozambique's long civil 
war and are smuggled across the border. 

Under white-minority rule, South Africa's bor
ders were tightly controlled to keep out infiltra
tors from the armed wing of the African National 
Congress who lived in bases in several neighbor
ing countries. 

In 1986, at the height of South Africa's "total 
strategy" to fight what was called a "total on
slaught" by opponents of the regime, border 
fences were wired with enough electrical current 
to kill. In 1989, that current was reduced but still 
dishes out an uncomfortable shock. 

To breach the border, immigrant Ernesto Nzi
mande simply raised the razor wire with sticks, 
forming a tunnel through which he could shim
my. Then he dashed into the South African bush 
and hit the road for Johannesburg. 

Nzimande did not make it this time. But he has 
entered South Africa illegally before, he said, and 
will likely try again. 
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Shiny ghost town symbolizes South Mrican illusion 
By Michael Hill 
~ohannesburg Bureau 

ltW AMHLANGA, South Africa
The eight buildings are handsome 
and :new, overlooking a co\Ultryside 
of ~anties on a rol11ng plain. and are 
a ve$tige of an Imagined way of life. 

They are the headquarters of a 
government that never quite existed, 
tn a country that was never much 
more than a fantasy that many 
South African whites once had for 
South African blacks. This was to be 
the capital of a now-def\Ulct "home
land" named KwaNdebele, a testa
ment to the ambitions and fallures of 
lq)artheid. 

KwaNdebele was to be the "home-
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rica's worst poverty, the apartheid 
government spent $10 million on the 
government center, a stadium and a 
factory town of modest houses for 
the government officials who would 
administer the affairs of the Ndebele 
tribe's 500,000 members. 

Seeking use for capital of 'homeland' 
land" of the Ndebele tribe. 

The tribe had never expressed in
terest in having it. Nor was the tribe 
ever asked. But the whites who were 
then running South Africa insisted 
on building it a capital. 

"It was a mistake of the past gov
ernment, putting up these build
ings," says Norman Mathebe. mayor 
of Kwamhlanga. He was chosen by 
the transitional authorities to hold 
that office in advance of local elec
tions scheduled for later this year. 

"The money could have been 
spent in a different way." he said. 
"This is a rural area that is lacking in 

facilities. • 
He is one of about 1,000 people 

working in the complex, which 
might be mistaken for the campus of 
a new community college. He can 
point down the h111 to run-down, 
overcrowded schools. 

"Some of the money spent here 
could have been better used to build 
additional classrooms that we so 
much need," he says. 

When construction of the home
land buildings began in 1988. quiet 
discussions were already Wlder way 
between the National Party govern
ment and its most famous p~er. 

''It was a mistake qfthe past government, 
putting uP these buildings. The money could 

have been spent in a different way . ... Some qf 
the money spent here could have been better 

used to build additional classrooms that we so 
much need.~~ 

NORMAN MATHEBE 
Mayor ofKwamhlanga. former "homeland" capital 

Nelson Mandela. By the time Presi
dent F. W. De Klerk dedicated the 
complex in 1991. Mr. Mandela had 
been freed. his African National Con
gress Wlbanned, and the apartheid 
era was reaching its conclusion. 

But such was the hold of apart
held on its supporters that even 
when the system's end was in sight. 
they refused to forgo any part of it. 
And the homelands were a comer
stone of the entire edifice- pseudo
independent areas where blacks 
were to be "dtlzens," whlle the rest of 
South Africa was to be reserved for 
the white minority. 

In the midst of some of South Af-
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Visible from Mr. Mathebe's cor
ner office is the building housing the 
lavish wood-paneled legislative 
chamber, built for the KwaNdebele 
parliament. A visitor's gallery over
looks the 140 swivel chairs behind 
the rows of desks. all wired for so\Uld 
and voting. 

Each of South Aflica's 11 home
lands had an all-new capital much 
like this. A few are used now as capi
tals of new provinces, but most sit in 
thetr wasteful splendor, inhabited 
ghost to.,'lls from a former era. 

servants whose jobs were guaran
teed Wlder the coWl try's new consti
tution. But Mr. Mathebe Sa.ys the 
employees deserve sympathy. 

service that they can offer to the 
commWlity, but only If they are giv
en the power to do that again." 

"I do not agree with those who say 
we have too many employees. There 
is plenty of work that needs to be 
done." 

Needed: jobs 

Idleness is the rule in these build
ings, populated by homeland civil 

'The people here are not doing 
anything because they have not 
been given jobs that need to be 
done." he says. "These people have a 

KwaNdebele is part of the Eastern 
Transvaal provinc~. whose capital, 
Nelsprult, is more than three hours 

S:way bY road. It would make more 
sense, Mr. Mathebe says, to be part 
of Gauteng province, which includes 
Pretoria and Johannesburg -
where virtually everyone who is em
ployed goes to work. . 

Workers commute via state-sub
sidized buses that travel the two
lane road connecting them with the 
south. It takes at least an hour to get 
to Pretoria, another hour to Johan
nesburg, considerably longer for peo
ple living in the northern parts of the 
former homeland. 

1 
In Mr. Mathebe's reception area, 

1 Sipho Mawleka has a makeshift of-
1 flee for his nascent Kwamhlanga 

Unemployed Peoples Association. 
Over 1,000 people joined in its first 
few weeks of existence, not surpris
ing since \Ulemployment is roughly 
50 percent. 

A typical story 

His story is typical of residents of 
former homelands. He was born in 
the town of Brits near Pretoria, 
where his father worketl in a mine. 
When the mine shut down, housing 

, in Biits became too expensive. Just 
I as the apartheid government intend
/ ed, KwaNdebele became attractive 
j because it was cheaper. So Mr. Maw
: leka moved here. 

Mr. Mawleka is not a member of 
the Ndebele tribe. Neither is Mr. 
Mathebe. who grew up in a nearby 
town that waged a long. and ulti-

' mately successful. campaign not to 
I be included in the homeland. They 

did not end up in KwaNdebele be
cause they were Ndebeles, but be
cause thev were black. 

gration to homelands. to build hous
ing for KwaNdebele residents closer 
to their jobs in Pretoria and Johan
nesburg, ending the expensive subsi
dized bus se!Vice. . 

But both Mr. Mawleka and Mr. 
Mathebe would rather see jobs devel
oped where they are living. Thf' al
most new capitals of the capital
that-never-was may offer the best 
hope: 

'They should never have been 
built, but they are here so we should 
use them." Mr. Mathebe sayes. "Per
haps they could be turned into a re
sort or a cop.ference center. 

Knigh1-Aidder Tribune/STAFF GRAPHIC 

"When I think of all the money 
that was spent on these buildings 

1 
and we just need one little office for 
our group." he says, shaking his 
head. 

There are those·who argue that it 
makes sense. both morally and eco-

1 nomically. to reverse the forced mi-

"We need jobs here because. 
though this area might have been a 
creation of the previous government. 
it is our home now." 
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