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Jay Naidoo lays down the law 
on privatisation, aiding the 
RDP and the public sector. 
Reg Rumney reports 

e public sector had to be cut lbenextelementofOperationOver
own to an affordable level and haul was measurement of the govern-

made to deliver eflident and effec- ment's performance. with key manage
ttve services to the whole population. ment tnformatlon systems being put 
Within the public sector there were tnto place, allowing both the govern
enormous discrepancies, with most ment to monitor Itself and society to 
workers at the bottom level earning monitor goverrunent 

11
LKOM and other paras

tatals will not be prlvatlsed, 
ccordtng to Minister without 
ortfollo Jay Naldoo. In a 

hard-hitting and wide-rang
Ing speech at a breakfast hosted by the 
Mail & Guardian In Johannesburg last 
week. Naldoo also said the salartes of 
certain levels tn the public sector 

Jess than Rl 000 a month. while at the The final element was the review of 
upper echelons the basic salaiy pack- all state assets, to see which did not fit 
age of directors general was R266 000. tnto the objectives of the RDP and 
beside perks. could be sold off. "But we ma1ntatn 

The government would use scarce there are tmportant state tnstltutions 
resources to close this gap. It would i central to the RDP. We will not sell off 
begin to address tratntng and afllrma- ·crown jewels such as electrification, 
tlve action tncreased efficiency and the core of telecomnumica.Hons and 
producttvttY. and career pathtng. This the public transpoct system.· . · 1 

would be frozen. 
. · And he warned comparues against 
merely renaming their social tnvest
ment departments as reconstruction 
and development programme (RDP) 
units. calling for a more creative 
approach. 

meant that at a certain level wages tn 
the public sector were going to be 
frozen and those resoW"CeS released to 
close the wage~ -despite the threat 

· dstrtkes. ,. 
"We have allocated R2.5-blllion to 

I SalaJylncrea8esthls}'mr. ~ 

At the breakfast, where the WM&G ol that is going to go towards bringing 
Investing in the Future Awards were the bottom up - and if people don't 
handed out, Naldoo spelt out the basic want to accept It, then It is too bad.· 
approach of the RDP: "Essentially we Now Rl51-million was being made 
are talking about a growth and devel- available for a small area relating to 
opment strategy. Many cynics, and overtime payments for professional 
perhapspeoplewhonalvelymisunder- stafftn the hospitals. But not a cent 
stand the RDP, see It as a set of ad hoc more would be allocated. 
charitable Prc!J~.· '"The third element Is reprlorttisa-

Naldoo suggested the "belt-tlghten- tion." Naidoo continued. "It is tmpor
ing exercise" be called Operation Over- tant people understand this is the ker
haul, because Its atm was overhauling ne1 of what the RDP is about." 
the system that has wasted tmportant While the R2,5-billlon RDP Fund 
and limited resources. It was an provided for 1n the Budget would kick
attempt to revitalise the economic, start RDP programmes and. more 
social and political fabric of society. tmporlantly, begin to leverage changes 
Naidoo said South Africa had achieved withtn the Budget, this would mean 
a political miracle, but the task ahead difficult economic and political (:holces. 
was to shake the rest of the system out "Do we want to buy Corvettes for Rl .2-
ofthe lethargy. · billion , or butld houses with that 

One of the components was the cab- money? That is the choice." ~ 
fnet salaiy cut "This is more thah just 1bere were also choices to be' made 
symbolic. It is an Indication of our sert- I within departments: "El!mtnatlrtg the 
ousness In addressing a fundamental wastage, the corruption. the miS~
issue: the wage gap between those at : • agement of. funds is at the core Of the 
the higher levels of decision-making d be to hlft \ 
and those at the lower levels." Naldoo RDP. an to gin s n,:so~s 
said he hoped the spotlight would now . towards priorities of the RDP. \ 
fall on narrowing wage gaps tn the While the RDP ftmd would be u~ 
public and private sector. to build necessary schools or clinics, 

The second crucial element was fun- changes tn the health and education 
damentally restructuring the public budgets would pay for the running 
sector. He said the civil service was costs of those tnstitutlons. 
bigger than South Afrtca could alford, 
with anything between one and 1,2-
millloo people. 

never compete with the one-dollar-a 
day economies." 

Those that related to the provision of Naidoo said investment in the pro
basic services to the majority the gpv- ductlve sector of the economy had to 
emment would certainly use to be Increased: "We cannot survive as a 
advance the RDP goals. casino economy. with paper chasing 

Linked with major decisions on paper on the JSE. 
state assets were releasing resoW"CeS llle real test of whether we succeed 
to address poverty and meeting basic as a counlly is how many permanent 
needs and sustainable economic jobs we create. That Is what ultimately 
growth . A campaign would be sustatns the developmental path or 
launched to get communities involved. the RDP." 

Naldoo warned that the RDP was The state's role was to redirect btl-
not a bible. and people had to think for Uons of rand Into investments In Infra
themselves about how to make their structure , houstng. electrification. 

· contribution. He called for a type of transport. This created enormous 
wartime effort. or the kind of effort that opportunities for entrepreneurs. . 
rebuilt England and Germany after Businesses had a responsibility. he ' 
the war. said, to shake off thetr lethargy and 

It was myth that South African stop clatmtng everything they did was 
wages were too high and that this RDP-related . He had noted social 
made South Africa uncompettttve, he responsibility departments were sud
said. The competitive edge did not lie denly being transformed tnto RDP out
tn cheap labour, though labour was a fits , but this was not what the RDP 
factor. but tn tnvestment tn human was all about 
resource development 1n sc1ence and Businesses had to put their think
technology. tn marketing techniques lng caps on and look at investment In 
and In identlftcatlon of niche markets research and development as well as 
tntemationally. ~· 1 In design. 

"We are prepared _to su .- " . Labour. too. faced a challenge. "The 
economic~ path. but we hiive . common Gh~Jllen~ to both business 
be able to compete In the value-added 3nd la~;·· s at ~are relntegraf:lng 
part of the production chain. We will -~ . --.- WfWP'LU!at ~~h. 

?u~S5 an C\m'i~~C""'Md' uruess 
we fact' the challenge together. there 
won't be anything left to fight about." 
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III NGO SECTOR IN FUNDING CRISIS 

Fears that the non-governmental (NGO) sector would suffer a severe 
decline after democratic elections are starting to be realised, with 
several major NGOs in severe funding crisis. Hardest and earliest hit 
has been the. independent media. The excellent independent left magazine 
WIP (Work in Progress) and the Afrikaans newspaper Vrye Weekblad were 
the first to shut down, along with Natal's alternative paper the New 
African. Now they have been followed by Learn and Teach, an educational 
magazine, and Speak, a women's magazine. South, the alternative paper 
in the cape, is also shutting down. New Nation, the largest of the 
independents other than the Weekly Mail, is in negotiations with 
commercial companies to secure its future, while the Weekly Mail has had 
to take a more commercial and proactive approach, fighting for market 
space with additions such as the merger with the Guardian, the 
acquisition of South magazine, and the launch of Business Mail. The 
rest of the NGO sector is also in crisis. 'l'he well known liberal 
women's human rights orqanisation, the Black Sash, is havinq to shut 
down its nine regional offices after USAID out off funding. T.he shut 
down of these offices is causing quite an uproar because of the crucial 
services the Black sash has offered through its advice offices, which 
provide advice and assistance to thousands of poor black South Africans 
each year. In many cases, the Black sash advice office is the only 
refuge for domestic workers and farmworkers who have been mistreated. 
There is great fear that local advice offices, run by communities with 
support from Black sash, will also be forced to shut. 

Meanwhile, the giant NGO Urban Foundation is merging with the 
Consultative Business Movetnent. Kagiso Trust (KT), the well-known 
funder which has channelled European Donor money to anti-apartheid 
causes and community groups, is also in crisis as the donors establish 
direct links with the new government. KT is now investiqating money 
making ventures such as lotteries and book publishing in order to stay 
afloat. 'l'he shift from funding NGOs and cBOs through XT to funding the 
government directly will cause thousands of organisations to shut down. 

All in all, it is clear that despite the new government•s stated 
appreciation of the NGO sector and the wide-spread belief that NGOs have 
a crucial role to play, thousands of NGOs (there are currently 55,000 
in the country) will fold i~ the coming period. Given the government's 
inability so far to consult with or work directly with communities, this 
is sure .to seriously weaken hopes for a •people-driven• development 
process. 

l. LAND BILL PASSED 
The historic Land Bill, described in previous updates, was passed last 
week. The ANC and NP joined forces in support of the bill, giving it 
212 votes, with 26 opposing votes from the IFP and Freedom Front. The 
bill now must qo to the Senate, where it is sure to pass, and on to 
President·Mandela to be signed. 'l'he union of white farmers, which is 
60,000 members strong, vows it will not cooperate with the bill, which 
sets out a process for forcibly removed ooJI1ltluni ties to regain their 
land. 



THE TRUTHWILL OUT 

More ancl more revelations of the Pretoria regime's secur1ty forces secret 
operations against the many people and groups resisting apartheid are sur
facing. The SOWETAN newspaper of 2 December reports the allegations of 
three ex~South African Police officers - now under a witness protection 
program in a European country .... about a campaign of bombings and murder 
of the former apartheid government, Their affidavits are with the South 
African attorney general and the independent organization; Lawyers For 
Human Rights, whose director, Brian Currin, made the statements public at 
a seminar on a proposed Truth Commission. 

One instance in the campaign, according to the former SAPs, was the murder 
of Bheki Mlangeni, ANC member and civil rights activist, by means of the 
exploding earphones of a walkman. The device had been tested on a pig's 
head at Vlakplaas, a covert operations center near Pretoria. 

One of the SAP men avers that a former senior cabinet minister congratu
lated the police team which destroyed by lDomb the headquarters in 1988 
of the South African Council of Chu.!'ches in central Johannesburg. The 
SAP officer was one of team of Vlakplaas and security branch policemen 
from John Vorster S~uare headquarters. Khotso House - Khotso is peace -
had to be abandoned and the SACC moved elsewhere in Johannesburg. The 
police investigation was led by an officer in the know. The case was 
later closed as 'unsolved'. 

The three ex-policemen allege further details~ 

.... sending former guerrillas with the HIV virus into the Hillbrow 
section of Johannesburg to spread AIDS ·among prostitutes, 

- bombing movie houses showing CRY FREEDOM, a film depicting the 
struggle against apartheid. 

- killing defecting ANC guePrillas who were suspected of knowing 
too much. 

- Vlakplaas policeman ootaining and supplying arms to the Inkatha 
freedom Party of Chief Gatsha Btithelezi with the connivance of some 
members of the South African parliament, a KwaZulu cabinet minister 
and other high ranking offcials in Johannesburg and Ulundi. 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission would be established to investi
gate human rights violations from 1 March 1960 to 6 December 1993, Those 
who committed crimes such as torture and assassination could obtain am~ 
nesty only by appearing before an Amnesty Committee and disclosing fully 
their heinous deeds. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission would is
sue a complete report publically and would make recommendations to the 
President for payment of reparations to victims. 

The National Party, part of the Interim Government now installed in 
South Africa,wants the Truth Commission to be governed by a provision 
which allows secret testimony. That would hide the details of the 
horror of apartheid and its perpetration and conceal the actions of 
the police and the rest of the security apparatus. 

easa dea Z9.9.4 
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Joe Slovo talks to 
Phillip van Niekerk 
in Pretoria about his 
cancer battle and his 

plans for housing nine 
million blacks. 

JOE SLOVO'S private struggle 
with cancer has suddenly taken 
on a very public dimension in 
South Africa. A dramatic weight 
loss and gaunt appearance, 
brought on by an unfavourable 
response to new medication, un
leashed speculation about 
whether the old Communist, the 
most senior white person in the 
African National Congress, had 
fought his last political and per
sonal banle. 

In an interview in his Pretoria 
office last week, it was hard to tell 
which was the more fragile, 
Slovo's health or his humour. 

'I am in a stable condition,' he 
snapped. 'I'm doing my work, as 
you see. You chaps go on and on 
about it. Like all of us, when we 
can't do our jobs, we'll say so.' 

His sharp response was soft
ened by a flash of old Slovo wit. 
'Life is a terminal illness,' he 
added. 'We'll all go.' 

Despite his illness, Slovo is en
joying life as a Cabinet Minister, 
savouring the 'most challenging, 
happiest period' of his 67 years. 
He puffs contentedly on a cigaril
lo, but will not allow himself to 
be photographed smoking it. 

Talk about Slovo's health has 
overshadowed his achievements 
as Housing Minister. Into his do
main falls one of the most visible 
inheritances of apartheid: nine 
million homeless people packed 
mostly into squalid squatter 
camps ringing the cities. 

Housing is the yardstick by 
which Nelson Mandela's govern
ment will be judged in its primary 
task of delivering a better life to 

black South Africans. The target 
is one million houses in five 
years. 

But before the building can 
start, an impasse has to be bro
ken. Law and order has collapsed 
in many townships, and a boycott 
of mortgage repayments, rents 
and service payments has grown. 

The result is that banks have 
red-lined black areas. 'The banks 
fear to tread because of the com
plete breakdown of civil law en
forcement,' said Slovo. 'They 
have got something like 18,000 
properties for which they've 
received judgment for eviction, 
and are unable to implement. 

'We have cases where the sher
iff comes along to carry out the 
court's decree and gets necklaced 
(murdered by having a petrol
doused tyre placed around his 
neck and set alight). You can't 
deliver houses in that 
environment.' 

To end the stand-off, Slovo 
has put together the most prag
matic of compacts: coaxing the 
banks back into the township 
market by deploying state funds 
to underwrite mortgages, while 
cajoling black residents into 
resuming monthly payments 
with the carrot of community im
provement and the stick of evic
tion threats. 

'We have spent this period 
charting the path ahead, ensuring 
that all the relevant stake-holders 
are with us. From early next year 
the fruits of this will start to show 
themselves.' 

If employing private invest
ment and individual ownership is 
an odd policy for an avowed 

Communist, Slovo's plans to 
house the millions who cannot 
afford mortgages are even more 
unorthodox: The state will pro
vide sites with the basics of elec
tricity, water and sewage and a 
foundation. But responsibility for 
putting a roof over heads will de
pend on 'mobilising the sweat 
equity of the people themselves', 
a sentiment Margaret Thatcher 
would have no quarrel with. 

'You cannot build an economy 
or a society purely on the basis of 
entitlement,' said Slovo, who for 
many years admired Eastern bloc 
societies where the state was 
meant to provide from cradle to 
grave. 'People have to make a 
contribution. They have to have 
a sense of ownership which they 
don't get from being given blocks 
of rented accommodation which 
they don't own, don't have a 
stake in and haven't helped to 
design.' 

Slovo is contrite about his life
long support for the Soviet 
Union and its satellites. 'I was 
wrong and I am ashamed of some 
of the traps I was led into,' he 
said. 

He explained: 'If you've ever 
been part of an official delegation 
you learn less about a country 
than sitting in the British Mu
seum. You don't meet the 
people, you don't actually see the 
conditions. People said there 
were gulags, millions of people 
incarcerated there. We were as
sured there was no such thing. 
We didn't have opportunities to 
actually check.' 

He admitted his own doubts 
began in the mid-Sixties but he 

'You cannot build an economy or a 
society only on the basis of entitlement. 

People have to make a contribution' 
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chose to remain silent because he 
had seen the alternative close at 
hand. His wife, the fiercely unor
thodox and independent author 
and academic Ruth First, was, he 
said, sidelined by the movement. 

'The choice you face is 
whether you can continue to con
tribute to the struggle or not. At 
that stage, independence was just 
not tolerated. It was part of the 
sickness we tried to get away 
from eventually. 

'For me, the question was: Do 
I now take a lecturer's job in 
London? In retrospect I would 
have made a big mistake if I'd 
allowed my doubts, which were 
growing and growing, to lead to a 
withdrawal.' 

It is in that context that Slovo's 
contribution makes sense. He is a 
pragmatist, prepared to compro
mise principles to achieve the 
larger goal of national liberation. 

He achieved what he set out to 
do. A few years ago he was the 
bete noire of the white establish
ment, a target for assassination. 
His wife was blown up in Maputo 
by a parcel bomb sent by the 
South African security forces. 
Today he is one of the most 
respected Cabinet Ministers, 
working from the offices of the 
politicians who called him 'the 
Antichrist'. 

He savours the twists of for
tune that have taken him from 
membership of a 'relatively pow
erless grouping' in the 1940s, 
through exile and armed struggle 
to the beginnings of reconstruc
tion. At every point Joe Slovo was 
a key player. 

'What more could one person 
expect out of one life? I could 
happily lay down and die now,' 
he said. But beneath the self-con
fidence, Slovo betrayed a vulner
ability, as the subject he least 
likes to talk about resurfaced on 
its own. 'I have cancer. What can 
I tell you? I also have feelings.' 

SOUTH AFRICA plans tough 
measures to stern a rising tide 

: of illegal immigrants. mainly 
1 from neighbouring states. 

At Lanseria airport, north
west of Johannesburg, which 
is the country's busiest, pas
sengers arriving after officials 
have gone off duty are expect
ed to summon an immigration 
officer from home to check 
their passports. 

mibia and Angola. Now, ac- South Africa as tourists and 
cording to Colonel Brian van remained to apply for resi- Qf a totai of 57,333 aliens 

Chief Mangosuthu Buthe
lezi. the Minister of Home 
Affairs. declared at the week
end that the authorities would 
be doing everything they could 
to find and return aliens. who 
are depriving citizens of jobs 
while costing huge sums to 
repatriate. Two trains are 
expected to leave the country 
within days to return 1.000 
illegal immigrants to Zimba
bwe and Mozambique. 

At the same time. it was 
reported yesterday that sev
eral secondary airports near 
Johannesburg which are open 
to international traffic at all 
hours are unmanned by cus
toms officers and immigration 
officials at nieht 

As well as illegal aliens, 
, most of them economic refu

gees from Southern African 
states, the authorities are con
M'ned that the nation'S bor
'ders are wide open to 
criminals, particularly drug 

1 smugglers and anns dealers. 
: Until four years ago. South 
· Africa's borders were heavily 

guarded by troops engaged in 
the war against African Nat
ional Congress guerrillas, as 
well as in campaigns in Na-

Niekerk. bead. ~ the. ]dia: "- .........,;.., He "d ther border mrlt. "it is d1aotic.. • _.,...._ r-·~· HI e 
lbt_ . ""'."' • ·.,:can~- there." ~- rio .. ~ Why they ri"' "'~'6 'IAfii"'U s!liluld not be oompelled to 
~ Uak ~ the deputy - ~ tO 1beir own oountries 
bnmissioner ofe$tomS, said :aDd apply .from there.· 
lbat his department was short ·- However,1he chief, the lead-
¢ {100 .o~~~ t · ei of the Zulu-based Inkatha 

un.dreds oJ milli"ons ~Party, revealed some 
"Stmitivity ',.W aiticism from 

mrevenue are being the ANCtank-and-file that the 
addition, the criminals crackclawn on illegal aliens is 
~ and lJrimarily aimed at people 

lbey are expiOltiJli them wher- . from ooOntries which. without 
~Bueanthe." ,__, ; ... •'-At - JIUeStio'n, accepted and accom-
~ . ""-' S&lu ""' modated thousands of South 

llere would also be a crack- African edles durin the 
~ on people who entered apli.rtheid}'ears. g 

; Jepatria1ed between January 
and September this year, 

· 43,345 were from Mozam
bique and 9,204 from Zimba
bwe. In August. the Govem
·ment ·set up an inter
departmental committee of 

· inquiry to find ways to close 
·1he gaps in the country's 

border defences. Stringent leg
islation is expected to be 
presented 10 parliament next 
DKlllth. 



IFP-ANC clashes threaten 
==~.tha.~~~ .@'# local elecl--:a·n· s 

lOCal govemment eJections could /. ~~\<> • U 
once again see the province.- ~ · 
hovering on the preapice of war. BboboylandMun:hism-lshometoakeyrurai 
Anne Evereth reports -:c;mst11uency Jn which con1rol over local3JVm1-

. : ment structmes will be hotly cmtested. 

M
·- -ORE than 200 people have died tn '"lbe position of the traditional authorttles In 

kwaZulu/Natal in fighting between relation to local government structures Is cru
supporters of the Alrtcan National cial to detenn1ning the distribution of power In 

, Congress and the lnkatha Freedom rural areas.· De Haas said. 'With IFP-allgned 
Party since August, according to the Human chiefs calling for their positions as the ultimate 
Rights Committee (HRC). authority in tribal areas to be entrenched by 
. In shaip contrast to the peace and reroncili- excluding such areas from ~ government 

ation sentiments bandied about by political boundaries, the iSSue has become highly con
leaders, post-election flare-ups Jn areas rang- tenUous. That is what (the violence) is, and has 
1ng from the north coast towns of MtubahJba always been. about- control of territoxy." 
and kwaCebekhulu to kwaXoJo on the aouth Other areas facing new onslaughts Include 
coast have raised fears that next year's local Mtubatuba, where, sources say, attempts by 
government elections could once again see the the local community to form peace structures 
province hovering on the precipice of war _ ·have been thwarted by Chief Mkwanazl. The 
especially if the IFP adopts tts threatened boy- chief claims that as the ANC has not intro
cott stance. duced itself to him. there Is no ANC in the area 

With several schools closed as terrorised stu- 8nd no need for peace structures. 
dents have fled for their lives, and hundreds of Residents organised under the banner of the 
residents fleeing their homes, obselvers say the Mtubatuba Committee of_Concemed People 
stage is set for a return to the death tolls which have written to Safety and Security Minister 
preceded the April election. As one peace mon- Sydney Mufamadi to beg protection for their 
ttor commented: "Both parties still have their community. "Since the election, political activ-
structures in place which could easUy be remo- tty here has taken the form of struggle for 
billsed. They are still operating on a war footing absolute rule by one party - the IFP - and a 
and, let's face it, the guns are still there.· fight for survival by individual members of the 

lFP secretaxy general Dr Zlba Jlyane agreed, other party- the ANC, • the committee said in 
but blamed political tntolerance of the IFP by tts plea to Mufamadi. • 
ANC-allgned youths for the tensions: "Inkatha Is The oommtttee listed 18 political deaths since 
tnvolved tn a very tntenstve mobilisation eJfort. the e1ect1m withJn a 15 square Ian radius. Eleven 
with the holding of election vlctoJy rallies around houses had been burned, six teachers had 
the countxy. The attacks are made tn part by stopped teaching out of fear and more than 100 
youths who cbt't want to eee the lFP grow.· " students had left school to go tnto hiding. "Our 

A near confrontation last Sunday between 
ANC supporters attending a rally tn support of 
King Goodwill Zwelithini's pel:tce drive in 
Umlazi and IFP supporters protesting deaths 
the previous day in Bhoboyi was reminiscent of 
the March stadium confrontations which 
marked the dawn of the pre-election onslaught 

The subject of the IFP protest was a shoot
out on Saturday between a busload ofiFP sup
porters returning from a rally near Port Shep
stone and the ANC-supporting residents or 
Bhoboyi, which left five dead and six others 
tnjured. With both parties claiming the dead as 
their own, the incident was due to come under 
discussion in the provincial legislature yester
day. The deaths bring the post-election toll tn 
the kwaXolo trtbal area to 51. 

HRC Durban representative Linda McLean 
said the conflict on the south coast flared early 
this year after the December 1993 assassination 
attempt on Chief Xolo, which followed his deci
sion to allow free political activity in the area. 
Chief Xolo fled. leaving a leadership vacuum. 

Natal violence monitor Maxy de Haas said the 
area, which covers almost 200 square kilometres 
-including the IFP strongholds ofMvutshini and 
Lamont and the ANC strongholds of Gcilima, 

observation is that things have worsened since 
elections in .April.. said the conunltlee. 

T:e HRC reported another five deaths in 
this lFP stronghold in the past two weeks, 
three of them allegedly witnesses tn a trial 

of eight IFP supporters last month. 
In nearby kwaCebekhulu, the political death 

toll since the begtnntng of April reached 3llast 
weekend after the latest early morning attack 
left five people, including children, dead tn the 
village ofkwaHlaza, an ANC stronghold. 

The neighbouring areas of Obiso and Ndon
. wane, which also fall under kwaCebekliulu, 

· · hav~ been hit by violence since the election. 
McLean said conflict arises when IFP support
ers from Ndonwane are forced to travel 
through ANC-domtnated Obtso to work in 
Empangent. Both parties claim the other is 
attacking them. 

McLean added that the problem seems to 
• originate from outsiders as "Chief Cebekhulu 
' has been txytng to maintatn a neutral stance". 

Calls for the political neutrality of tradWonal 
leaders have COOle recently fum King ZWellthtni 
and his Royal CoWldl, fOllowing the monarch's 
declaration of his awn neutrality in Dwban last 
month and the bmatton of a liaison comm1t1ee 
b- the peace drive tn NongooJa last weekend. 

But one peace. monitor pointed out that the 
perception that Zwelithtni had "aligned himself 
With the ANc· made it difficult for chiefs to 
maintatn neutrality tn the face ofiFP pressure. 

"Chief Mzlmbane of Ndwelanl, for example, 
initially went into the local government transi
tional forum but after pressure from the IFP, 
which o the move, he withdrew." 

lnkatha's 
Scientology link 
The business firm which 
advised the lnkatha Free
dom Party during the six
month period prior to the 
April election - Business 
Wise - is an offshoot of the 
US-based Church of 
Scientology, the cultist 
formation of L Ron Hubbard 
which preaches 'dianetics', ' 
according to reports last 
week. 
The Business Wise advisor 
northern Natal businessma~ 
Laurence Anthony - whose 
family owns the Empangeni
based Zulu/and Observer 

was apparently recom
mended to the IFP by family 
member and current national 
Minister of Arts, Culture, 
Science and Technology 
Ben Ngubane. 
Anthony this week admitted 
his links to scientology as 
well as his continued service 
to the IFP in an "administra
tive capacity", but denied 
that there was any link 
between his religious beliefs 
and the party. 
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MK deserters camped in Ulundi 
Deserters from the 
Wallmannstal army base 
have been recruited 
by a paramilitary 
squad with links to the IFP 

D
ISGRUNTLED Umkhonto 
weSizwe members who 
recently deserted from the 
Wallmannstal anny base 
have joined a paramilitary 

squad with links to the lnkatha 
Freedom Party. The former MK fight
ers are being housed at police bar
racks in Ulundi and are expected to 
receive training as members of 
Jnkatha-supporting ·self-protection 
units". 

The 150-strong band was 
·recruited by Patrick Hlongwane, 
leader of a dissident group tortured 
in the ANC's exiled military camps in 
the 1980s who has close links with 
Inkatha. The defectors are mainly 

Most-of the defectors are youn~ 
men who were originally recruited 
into MK from the ANC's self-delence 
units in Natal in the late 1980s. They 
clainl that older MK "'veterans" were 
given preferential treatment in exile 
and also when the ANC guerrillas 
joined the new national army. 

As many of the older generation ol 
ANC guerrillas came from the East
em Cape and Transkel, the dissi
dents' complaints appear to have 
taken on an ethnic nature. Some of 
the defectors to Inkatha complain of 
"Xhosa domination" in the new 
armed forces - providing lnkatha 
with a useful rallying call to mobilise 
support from this quarter. 

Zulu speakers who claim they were 
discriminated against after they 
joined the new South African 
National Defence Force. They have 
been told they will be trained by 
some of Inkatha's top paramilitary 
leaders. 

Their "chief of staff' is said to be 
Daluxolo Luthull who defected from 
MK to join Inkatha in the 1980s. 
Luthuli was leader of a group of 
some 200 paramilitary fighters 
trained for the Zulu nationalist 
movement by Military Intelligence at 
a secret base in the Caprivi Strip in 
1986. 

IFP secretary general Dr Ziba 
Jiyane said he knew nothing of 
attempts to recruit and train MK 
deserters. But he added: "I have 
known for a long time that Zulu MK 
members have been ill-treated, both 
in exile and in the Transvaal. I don't 
know anything about this defection, 
but I have heard that one or two of 
them were considering the possibil
ity of joining lnkatha." 

:Hiongwane confinned this was a 
complaint among members of the 
defectors. "These guys say that sol
diers from the former 1VBC states 
(the independent homelands of 
Transkei, Venda, Bophuthatswana 
and Ciskel) are treated better by the 
white officers in the SANDF. The 
Transkel and Clskel soldiers got a 
better deal than them." 

He told the WM&G that the 
defectors were demanding a 
military base be set up in Natal 

as a precondition for rejoining the 
SAND F. He said Zulu speakers from 
the province suffered disadvantages 
in Transvaal military bases, because 
they had to travel long distances 
from their homes and experienced 
"Pthnir rlisrrlrntnation". 

Hlongwane told the Weekly Mail & 
Guardian from his residence in 
Ulundl that about 1 500 of the Wall
man.nstal deserters had joined his 
Returned Exiles Committee (REC). 
"These people have real grievances 
about the way they were treated in 
the SANDF and they are now 
demanding that (Defence Minister) 
Joe Modise, (Deputy Defence Minis
ter) Ronnie Kasrlls and (Chief of 
Staff) Slphlwe Nyanda step down." 

HIOJlblWane denied that the defec
tors had joined Inkatha and said 
they were staying at places in Dur
ban and Pletermarltzburg. He 
claimed no knowledge that the 
group was preparing for military 
training and that Luthull was 
involved in this. However, it is widely 
known that the REC has strong 
attachments to the IFP, even though 
it operates under an independent 
banner. 

Joe Modise: 'He must step down' 
expected escalation of poljUcalvto~····· ....... ········ 

lence as the volatlJe proVince gears 
up for local government elections. 

It is believed the SANDF defectors 
have been recruited as part of 
Inkatha's preparations for an 

Some say they have been told to pr~-
pare for a period of civil strife ...:.... 
called ndonda busuku after an his-
toric battle that took place in the -, Zulu roval familv- next year. 

"These people are now supporting 
the demands of the Returned Exiles 
Committee. We want the leadership 
of the SANDF to resign because they 
took part in the killing of our com
rades in exile. We also want the bod
ies of those who were killed in the 
ANC camps to be exhumed and 
returned." 

Hlongwane says the REC Is an 
independent organisation. However, 
during the run-up to the April elec
tions this year, he worked closely 
With Thomas Mandla Shabalala, an 
IFP strongman from the Lindelani 
settlement north of Durban. 

In October last year he Issued a 
press statement calling on all REC 
members to join the Freedom 
Alliance, which at that staged 
grouped the IFP With the Afrikaner 
Weerstandsbeweglng, and also 
Inkatha's self-protection units. 

"We call upon all trained ex-MK 
members and REC members to seri
ously consider joining these self-pro
tection units to defend the kwaZulu 
government against the SACP I 
ANC/Cosatu onslaught," he said. 
"Contlbute your military skills in the 
defence of the Zulu nation. Crush 
the orchestrated civil war which is 
being launched agatn~t the Zulu 
people." 
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Armscor bought 35,000 AKs from 
China for Unita inquiry hears 
The extentofSouthAfrica's support for Unita in the late '80s 
has been revealed at the ongoing inquiry into Armscor sales. 

"During the period 1985 to 1989 some 35,000 A.K-4 7 rifles 
were purchased in five shipments from Norinco in the Peo
ple's Republic of China at an average price of R100 (now 
$25)", it said in a statement. The weapons were requested by 
South Africa's special forces to assist Unita in Angola it said. 
Unita at that time had around 50,000 troops. 

The Armscor report said that between 1976 and 1986 
South Africa had bought nearly 40,000 AK -4 7 s - from China 
and five countries in Eastern Europe. SA bought 20,000 G3 
rifles from Portugal between 1978 and 1980. 

A further 50,000 AKs were captured in South African 
operations in Angola. Most of these weapons were handed to 
Unita. Heavy weapons were mainly retained by the SA 
Defence Force. 

::> A military expert told the commission more than 4,500 
A.K-4 7 assault rifles, previously in the possession of the 
SANDF, have disappeared. The South African police sus
pects that some of these weapons have been used in a spate 
of robberies that have hit the country since the April multi
racial elections. 

The news lends credence to reports that elements of the 1 

security forces are in league with organised crime. They may 
also have another, destabilising agenda (SouthScan v9/42 
p328l. 

Armscor also disclosed secret weapons sales to Lebanon's 
Christian militia. 

The disclosures were contained in an Armscor report to 
Defence Minister Joe Modise which was submitted at a 
public inquiry into a sale to a Lebanese dealer that went 
badly awry in August this year (South Scan v9/37 p293). 

The report said the dealer, Eli Wazen, had acted with 
Anwar Shaalan of Jordan, director of a company called 

1 

Eastern Discovery SA. The Armscor report, signed by mar- · 
keting manager Petrus Smith, said Wazen introduced 
Armscor to the Christian militia in the late 1980s- when the 
militia was involved in a fierce civil war with Moslem groups. 
In 1989 South Africa had classified the militia as entitled to 
obtain all arms that were for sale. It was only early this year, 
months before South Africa's first democratic elections, it 
was decided to bar the militia from receiving any arms. 

Armscor managing director Tielman De Waal, last week 
testified his company was under pressure to sell A.K-4 7 
assault rifles in its possession because of rumors that the ' 
Chinese were planning to "flood the market with three 
millionAK-47s."The South African National Defense Force 
<SA."I\'DFJ feared its rifles would have to be destroyed if they 
were not sold, he said. 

The Cameron Commission revealed that the army imported 
38,500 AK-4 7s from China and the eastern bloc between 
1976 and 1989 to ensure continuity of supply to rebel move
ments in Angola and Mozambique. 

Sales by Armscor to the Lebanese Christian militia ac
counted for 24,000 AK-47s. 

Military analyst Greg Mills estimated 20,000 A.K-4 7s were 
used by South Africa's 32 battalion and police counter
insurgency units such as Koevoet in Angola and Namibia. 

Arrangements for the arms shipment were made by Arm
scar war resources manager Marius Vermaak, during a 
meeting with Lebanese arms dealer Elias Wazan. 

Vermaak recently spent a week's holiday in Cyprus as the 
guest of Wazan after Armscor had publicly stated it was 
misled by the arms dealer over the destination of the rifles. 

At a press conference, it was stated that Wazan was on the 
run from the Lebanese government and that his wherea
bouts were unknown. 
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No joy as Captain 
'Tears' comes home 

"Tears·· stood in a pickup star
ing down the road that led to a 
home he had not seen for two 
years when suddenly he 
banged his fist on the roof of 
the cab for the driver to stop. 
On the road behind. a woman 
was holding her hand to her 
mouth in disbelief. 

"Tears··. the nom de guerre 
of Captain Elias Chi\uka. 32. 
sprinted down the dirt road 
and hugged her. "It's my 
cousin:· he said as he climbed 
back aboard the vehicle. "She 
thou~ht I wa> dead. Even·one 
in mv famiil did ... That was the 
source of his nickname. "Thev 
cried for me. and I cried for 
then;. Tears ... 

A' the !orr} drove through 
the town of Caala to his old 
neicht">0urhood. knovcn as 
"Fire" ood" because it once 
had eucalyptus tree; that pro
vided fuel for the local Ben
gue Ia railway station. Capt 
Cbi,ukJ stared in shock. His 
hou>e had collapsed and was 
overgrown with weeds. 

He strode through a maze of 
mud huts. opened a piece of 
rust\· sheet metal that served as 
the -entrance gate. and caught 
his 10-year-old daughter Ma~ria 
Conceicao as she leapt into his 
arms. But hi' initial smile 
quickly faded into a grimace of 
sham:: when he saw the stick
like hod\ of his 10-vear-old son. 
Domingos. · 

Afte~ exchanging pleasant
ries with relatives. Capt Chi'
ub marched back to the 
pickup. It was not the home
coming he had been expecting. 
His four children. particularly 
Domin£os. looked in bad 
shape a~nd his house wa<, in ru
ins. Domingos gazed up at his 
father. like a eiant warrior in 
the green fatigues of the Ango
lan gcwernment army. "Til be 
back tomorro\\. son." As the 
!orr: sped off, he pulled out a 
fe" Kwanzas. the national cur
rene\. and threw them into the 
du5t: where Domingos scram
bled for them. "It"s a~ diserace."' 
said his father. "Mv son looks 
like a refugee... -

Famih reunions in Caala. 
13 miles" west of Huambo. and 
throughout Angola's central 
highlands. are often sad affairs 
these davs. carried out amid 
scenes of utter destruction. 
punctuated by news of rela
tives killed. maimed or disap
peared in the past two years of 

Karl Maier, in 
Caala, fmds that 

peace in Angola is 
rarely uplifting 

fighting between the govern
ment and Jonas Savimbi"s Na
tional Union for the Total In
dependence of Angola 
(Unita). Now that President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos's 
government army has retaken 
the region and the two sides 
signed a peace deal on 20 No
vember in Lusaka, Zambia, 
stock is being taken, but rarely 
is it an uplifting affair. 

"That is 10 vears of work," 
Manuel Joaqu.im da Silva, a 
60-year-old Portuguese psychi
atrist who has lived in Angola 
for 40 vears. said as he sur
veyed burned papers behind 
his looted Caala home. "Those 
were the draft of mv book for 
the university." There was 
nothing left iliside the house. 

'Angolans fear the 
see-saw civil war 
will again witness 

Unita's return' 

Looting in Calla, lead by 
Unita troops, started after the 
rebels marched residents out 
into the bush several davs be
fore the Angolan Armed 
Forces (FAA) captured the 
tow11 on 5 November. "Thev 
said. 'We are going from house 
to house and "'ill kill whoever 
we find"."' said Mrs da Silva. 

Then Unita soldiers led a 
pack of looters through the 
wealthier parts of town, where 
they stripped everything. The 
other dav an elderly woman 
selling shoes visited the da 
Silvas. "She had a pair of my 
high heels. and when I said 
they were mine, she said. 'If 
you know your shoes, you do 
not have to pay"." 

T odav in towns such as 
Caala and Huambo. the FAA 
reigns supreme. With most 
Unita troops escaping on foot 
to save their lives. But Capt 
Chivuka and other residents of 
Caala and Huambo said thev 
fear that one day Angola's see
saw civil war will again witness 
the return of Unita. some of 

whose fighters have discarded 
their uniforms and weapons 
and put on civilian clothes. 
"Many of the Unita troops I 
saw around town are still 
here." said one resident who 
refused to be named. "But we 
do not know if they are spying 
for Unita or they, too, are sim
ply tired of war." 

The task of rebuilding the 
likes of Caala, Huambo. and 
the city of Cuito, 100 miles to 
the east, could take decades. 
Many of those with education 
and business experience said 
they were planning to leave for 
good. 

Much of the economv was 
based on the Benguela- Rail
way which used to cut through 
the highlands and link Zambia 
and Zaire to the Atlantic 
Ocean. It has not functioned. 
however, since Mr Savimbi 
launched his guerrilla v;ar 
against the ruling Popular 
Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola (MPLA) in 1976, a 
year after independence from 
Portugal. 

During Unita 's 18-month oc
cupation of the area. the main 
economic activitv was interna
tional food relief sent by the 
likes of the UN World Food 
Programme (WFP) and the In
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross. "Without the \VFP 
and the Red Cross. there 
would have been nothing 
here," said Virgilio Farinha. 
60, the technical director of the 
Coca-Cola factory on the out
skirts of Huambo. 

During the Unita occupa
tion, Mr Farinha rented his 
factories as warehouses for aid 
groups to store food. With new 
supplies of sugar. the Coke for
mula, and water supplies. he 
thinks the factorv could return 
to its heyday when it produced 
4,000 bottles of "the real 
thing" a day. Mr Farinha and 
other businessmen in the cen
tral highlands hope. even ex
pect, foreign investors to help 
to resurrect the region from 
the ashes of civil war. 

The Coke plant is faced b~ 
two Russian-built tanks aban
doned by government troops 
when Unita occupied the area. 
One of Mr Farinha's watch
men sat by a fue in front of 
them, ranting and raving. "He 
is a lunatic," said his employer. 
In the circumstances. he 
seemed rather sane. 
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Angola's shattered 
spirit fails to arise 

The crowd of civilians, belong
ings on their heads, rushed 
towards the airstrip. but the 
soldiers fired in the air and 
wielded whips to keep them 
back. The scene at the airport 
is a daily occurrence as civil
ians try to nee on one of the 
few planes nying into this city 
in the central highlands. 

Until its capture by the 
Angolan government's armed 
forces. the FAA, earlier this 
month. Huambo was the head
quarters of Jonas Savimbi's 
rebel National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola 
(Unita). Today the city. named 
New Lisbon by the Portuguese 
before independence in 1975, 
is in ruins. Hundreds of build
ings have been blasted into 
piles of rubble, and burned out 
vehicles and tanks litter its 
streets along with unexploded 
bombs dropped by government 
planes. The people's spirit has 
been. broken by Angola's 19-
year civil war. 

"I want to go to Luanda be
cause there is nothing left for 
me in Huambo," said Maria Is
abel Wasovava, Ill, as she stood 
in the human chaos in front of 
the airport with her nine
month-old baby, Josara Paul
ina. "My husband Horacia 
Tito was taken away with three 
friends hy Unit a in July and we 
have had no word from him. I 
am sure he is dead." 

Horacia Tito. 19, was one of 
hundreds of Huambo's resi-

In the rubble of Huambo, peace 
means little more than a chance for 
people to flee, writes K~rl Maier 

dents killed by Unita in the 
days and weeks before the 
FAA recaptured the city on 9 
November and the rebels beat 
their hasty retreat north. His 
crime was to have conspired to 
escape the city hy walking to 
the coastal city of Benguela. 

As Unita forces and sym
pathisers fled the FAA offen
sive, they organised a compre
hensive sacking of the city. A 
dozen international aid 
groups. ranging from the Inter
national Committee of the 
Red Cross to Save the Chil
dren, lost everything. Even the 
aid workers' clothes were 
taken. Only the Red Cross and 
Medecins Sans Frontieres have 
remained. 

More sackings and killings 
occurred when FAA entered 
the city. A bloody "settling of 
accounts" one Western aid of
ficial said, was continuing. In 
the power vacuum, armed ci
vilians and soldiers from both 
sides went on a rampage 
through the city taking every
thing they could carry. At the 
airport a barefoot FAA soldier 
approached me with a pro
posal: "I have a television, a 
big Sanyo, do you want to trade 
it for some clothes? I cannot 

carry the television very far, 
and my family needs clothes." 

FAA is in firm control of the 
city but not of itself. "Most 
people in the city do not ven
ture out of their homes in the 
afternoon because by then, the 
soldiers are drunk and start 
shooting," said the aid official. 
Wealthier residents refuse to 
turn on their generators be
cause they are woi'Ped the 
noise will attract looter~. 

Most of the fighting between 
the FAA and Unita ended on 
Wednesday, when a national 
ceasefire came into force as a 
result of the "Lusaka protocol" 
peace agreement, signed in the 
Zambian capital on Sunday. 
The accord, mediated by the 
UN special representative, 
Alioune Blondin Beye, called 
for demobilisation of troops 
from both sides, a UN peace
keeping force, and Unita's par
ticipation in government, with 
control of four ministries, 
three provinces and dozens of 
municipalities and communes. 

But in Huambo there is 
much scepticism about the 
deal holding. The city suffered 
a 55-day siege by Unita in 1993, 
in which up to 10,000 people 
were believed to have died, 

and regular aerial bombard
ments by government jets, be
fore this month's recapture by 
the government. "If the peace 
agreement sticks, Unita de
cides to send its members to 
parliament and join the gov
ernment, then perhaps I will 
stay," said Rafael Lopes, a 45-
year-old electrician. "Other
wise, I will join my family in 
Luanda. Enough is enough." 

In one sense, the govern
ment's capture of Huambo has 
lifted spirits of city residents. 
"There was great happiness 
when the government troops 
arrived because the people 
knew they were liberated from 
the Migs," said one woman. 
"With the government back in 
Huambo, they knew there 
would be no more bombs." 

But as the crowds at the air
port show, hundreds of people 
want to flee. They have not 
been able to leave the city since 
March 1993, when Unita occu
pied the city following Mr 
Savimbi's rejection of his de
feat in the September 1992 
general elections. 

Many suffered severe mal
nutrition when international 
aid supplies dried up and lived 
by selling their clothes and fur
niture to buy maize meal. 
"The people here just want to 
get out of Huambo as soon as 
possible," Mr Lopes said. 
"Huambo was like a cage, and 
now they are desperate to ex
perience a new reality." 

Ceasefire in 
Angola fails 
to stop guns 

FROM KARL MAIER 
in Huambo 

As window panes rattled and 
the earth trembled, three 
young Angolan government 
soldiers guarding a compound 
of foreign aid workers bounced 
a white ball. "A bomb," they 
said in unison. 

For another 20 minutes, ar
tillery shells rumbled in the dis
tance north-east of the central 
highlands city of Huambo, 
confirming that the signature 
of a UN-mediated peace 
agreement and ceasefire last 
week has not ended Angola's 
19-year civil war. 

The obvious fighting in An
gola's central highlands, the 
stronghold of Jonas Savimbi's 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola 
(Unita). has drawn no com
ment from either the UN or 
President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos' government. The 
Unita radio station, Vorgan, 
has accused the Angolan 
Armed Forces, the FAA, of 
continuing their offensive in 
the Huambo region and the 
neighbouring province of Bie. 

At the compound of the In
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross, the direction of the 
explosion and the distance of 
the artillery shelling on Satur
day suggested that the clashes 
were occurring near the 
municipalities of Bailundo, 
where Unita troops fled on 9 
November when the FAA cap
tured Huambo. "Those are the 
areas where there are still 
problems," said a trooper 
whose nom de guetTe, "Povo 
Sabe", means "the people 
know". 

The Angolan Air Force ac
cused Unita on Friday of 

shooting down a Russian-built 
M-17 helicopter near the 
south-eastern town of Cuito 
Cuanavale and of killing 22 
wounded and sick soldiers who 
were being evacuated. The 
four-mao helicopter crew sur
vived the crash, the air force 
said, and were being held pris
oner by Unita. 

The UN Special Represen
tative to Angola, Alioune 
Blondin Beye of Mali, has 
played down reports of contin
ued fighting. But the UN Veri
fication Mission in Angola 
(Unavem), which is to monitor 
the peace deal, only yesterday 
began to send observers to the 
most bitterly contested areas, 
such as Huambo. 

The dispatch of UN observ
ers was to be the first stage of a 
massive expansion of 
Unavem's mandate that would 
bring up to 6,000 UN peace
keeping troops to monitor the 
ceasefire whtle Unita and the 
FAA oversee demobilisation 
and the creation of a new uni
fied army and police force. 
Last week the UN Secretary 
General, Boutros Boutros
Ghali, urged South Africa, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe to con
tribute troops for the UN 
force, but Mr Beye has said re
peatedly that the peacekeepers 
would not be sent unless an 
"effective ceasefrre" took hold. 

Military talks were sched
uled to continue. Unita mem
bers of a "joint commission" 
we~ expected to arrive in Lu
anda today· to open the first 
round of negoiiations inside 
Angola since Mr Savimbi ac
cused the government of rig
ging the September 1992 gen
eral elections. 

Since then, up to 500.000 
people have been killed. 
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