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To the Members of the Board of Endowment of the University 

of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 

We, as students and faculty of the university, call for 

a Board of Endowment meeting on Tuesday, April 7, 1987,· 

at noon, in front of South Building, for the purpose of 

divesting university funds from corporations doing business 

in South Africa and Namibia, following the guidelines 

established by TransAfr1ca, American Committee on Africa, 

American Friends Service Committee, Interfaith Center on 

Corporate Responsibility, and the Washington Office on Africa. 

We call for this meeting because the Board moved 

forward the previous scheduled Board meeting without making 

this change known to students and faculty, thus effectively 

eliminating any input on our parts, and because the next 

Board meeting is scheduled for a time when students will not 

be on campus. 
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Although space does~permit a full or even 

adequate presentation of the reasons we are compelled to 

take this action, we offer the following to summarize these 

reasons. 
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As students and faculty at what has been ranked as one 

of the top research. universities in the nation, we believe 

our views to be worthy of attention. Furthermore, through 

our research and study, we are armed with information which 

unambiguously supports our position. Therefore, we cannot 

accept that a Board of Endowment representing this 

university should take no consideration of the fruits of the 

research of its own students and faculty, the lifeblood of 

the university. These fruits have provided the substance 

for the student referendum which by a five-to-two margin 
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demanded divestiture, as well as for the Faculty Council's 

vote calling for divestiture. 

To your claims that we all oppose aparth;*d, that only 

our tactics for combatting apartheid differ, with both being 

legitimate positions, we reply: this claim is an outright 

fabrication and an unacceptable excuse foe your inaction 

on this issue, On the side of ~ivestiture stand anti-apartheid 

forces the world over, most staunchly in South Africa and 

Namibia. Opposing divestiture most staunchly is the racist 

South African government, which has declared the advocacy 

of divestiture illegal. While you may see no contradiction 

in keeping company in your views with the most racist regime 

on earth, we do. And while you see no moral wrong in 

investing university money in corporations which fuel the 

apartheid fire, which provide the vital goods and services 

of every description, including those with the expressed 

purpose of harming the victims of apartheid, the very 

goods and services that make the apartheid system possible, 

we do. And in the time-honored tradition of protesting 

injustice which plays a large part in making this university 

the respected institution it is, we are compelled to 

fight against such a grave injustice that tarnishes us 

all, and most of all, the university. We are fighting 

not just for ourselves, but in the name of all who have 

been associated with this university who have fought the 

injustices they faced, who have fought resolutely and contin

uosly until they saw justice served. We will be in front of 

South Building on April 7 .. 1987,, at noon, standing resolutely, 
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demandin9 justice, with a wealth of facts in our possession. 

If you feel the same committment to justice and to this 

university~ you will be there as well. 

UNC Action Against Apartheid 



l have read Action Against Apartheid's letter to the Board 

of Endowment~ and I support its call for an Apri.l 7th meeting. 
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