
February II, 1987

Dr. Matthew Prophet
Super intendent
Portland Public Schools
501 N. Dixon

Dear Dr. Prophet:

We were happy to hear that copies of the curriculum on South Africa, Strangers in
Their Own Country, have been purchased for each global studies teacher in the school
district. As you know, it has finally been published and distributed internationally after
six years of gestation, review and revision.

It has come to our attention, however, that in many cases the books have not
actually reached the teachers. It seems that after having been shipped to the high
schoo Is, they often sit in the book rooms because teachers are not su ffic ient Iy aware of
their presence.

Therefore, given that the annual, nationwide "South Africa Weeks" will take place
again this year in the spring (March 21st-April 5th), we would appreciate very much your
sending a letter to principals and global studies teachers to help make them aware of the
following:

*During this time when racial tension is growing in this country and people in
South Africa are on the threshold of a new society, it is more important than ever to
educate our young people about the system of apartheid and the consequences of racial
discrimination and segregation.

*The Portland School District has a number of resources on South Africa.
Films that were bought several years ago along with the curriculum can greatly facilitate
instruction on this subject. In addition, there are video tapes of the play "The Blues Is
You In Me" that was performed at Jefferson.

*Bill Bigelow, author of the curriculum and teacher at Jefferson, has recently
returned from South Africa and welcomes the opportunity to talk with teachers about
using the curriculum and present his slide show to teachers and classes.

*"South Africa Week" provides an opportune time to use the curriculum and
above-mentioned materials.

A letter from you encouraging teachers to use the curriculum and participate in
"South Africa Week" would be a positive contribution toward fostering greater
understanding of the racial problems, barriers and tension, both in South Africa and
America. We would appreciate very much receiving a copy of the letter should you
decide in this way to help with the teaching of the curriculum.

Sincerely,

EG/AV:sf

Avel Gordly
AFSC Staff

Elizabeth Groff
AFSC Staff


