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On January 13th, the multi-party council overseeing South Africa's transition to majority 
rule, appointed Gay J. McDougall, an American lawyer, to the newly constituted Independent 
Electoral Commission, the body charged with running that country's first non-racial, universal 
franchise elections. 

The Independent Electoral Commission will be responsible for administering and 
monitoring the election, and certifying whether the election is free and fair. The elections, to 
be held on April 27th. will trigger South Africa's passage from an apartheid state to one 
governed by non-racial democratic principles. 

Gay McDougall has been the Director of the Southern Africa Project of the Lawyers' 
Committee For Civil Rights Under Law since 1980. The Southern Africa Project, which began 
in 1967, has operated primarily to give technical and financial assistance to lawyers in Southern 
Africa handling human rights litigation. The Project has also served as a resource of specialized 
information for American public policy-makers seeking information about political developments 
in South Africa and Namibia. 

The Independent Electoral Commission is composed of ll South African members, 
chosen on the basis of their reputations for independence and fairness, and five international 
members. Ms. McDougall is the only American appointed to the Commission. The other 
international Commissioners are Mr. R.K.C. De Silva, Commissioner of Elections in Sri Lanka; 
Mr. Ronald Gould, Assistant Chief Electoral Officer in Canada; Prof. Walter Kamba, 
Chairperson of the Electoral Supervisory Commission in Zimbabwe; and Mr. Amare Teckle, 
Referendum Commissioner in Eritrea. 
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Ms. McDougall is an international lawyer and expert on issues concerning the protection 
of human rights protections. Ms. McDougall's expertise enabled the Committee to play a useful 
role in critiquing and giving international attention to the deficiencies in the election law that was 
first proposed by the South African government for Namibia. Once South Africa created an 
acceptable election law, Ms. McDougall dispatched a monitoring team to Namibia eight months 
prior to the November 1989 elections to ensure against continued human rights violations and 
to monitor elections and expose voting fraud. She also founded the Commission on 
Independence for Namibia, a bipartisan group of 31 distinguished Americans, to make a series 
of three one-week visits to Namibia to observe the electoral process from start to finish. One 
of the Commission's several reports detailed "the tremendous and unnecessary obstacles to the 
free and fair elections," and Commission member Howard Wolpe (D-Mich) concluded that the 
Commission, in bringing international pressure to bear in eliminating voting obstructions, played 
an "indispensable" role in ensuring a free and fair election. 

The Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, a nonpartisan, nonprofit legal 
organization, was formed in 1963 at the request of President John F. Kennedy to involve the 
private bar in the provision of legal services to victims of racial discrimination. The major 
objectives are to obtain true equality by providing legal resources for the needs of minorities and 
the poor, ensuring fair and equitable political participation, and eliminating all barriers to equal 
opportunities for all disadvantaged minorities and women. 


