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The Tragedy of Long-Tenure 
National Leadership in Sub
Saharan Africa: Namibia as a 
Case Study 
By Peter Kjeseth 

Peter Kjeseth, SAN Steering Committee member and 
Wartburg Seminary Professor, has been teaching for the 
Cluster of Theological Studies in Windhoek, Namibia. 

The good news is that a new generation ofNamibian 
writers, reporters and analysts is becoming increasingly 
articulate and insistent on the troubling issue of national 
leadership in Sub-Saharan Africa. The bad news is that 
this group still represents a minority. Change is a long 
way off. At the moment it appears that things will need to 
get much worse before they get better. 

I 

SubSaharan national leaders from the time of the struggle 
for independence refuse to let go of power long after they 
have ceased to govern effectively. Mugabe of Zimbabwe, 
once a hero, now a pariah, fights - at all costs - to extend 
his reign beyond two decades. His standing in the world 
press and in the family of nations falls daily, along with 
the fortunes of his long-suffering people. Chiluba Qf 
Zambia appears to have been derailed from his plan to 
have Zambia's constitution altered to give him a run at a 
third five-year term. The churches in Malawi have 

publicly warned Muluzi not to move to change the constitution 
in order to be voted again into power. Moi ofKenya will likely 
leave office in 2002, pushed by international pressure and a · 
generous retirement package, but many are not holding their 
breath. Young Angolan students here in Namibia see both 
President Dos Santos and Jonas Savirnbi, his long-time rival 
for power, as leaders who have stayed too long. Mobutu and 
his kleptocracy, propped up so long by the United States and 

· the West during the cold war, is the classic case of the African 
leader who stayed long enough to bring his country to disaster. 
Kabila, the elder, who ousted Mobutu, let go of his lucrative 
grasp on power in the Congo only when felled by an assassin's 
bullet. Not an encouraging picture. Mandela, again, stands out 
as the exception to the rule. 

Sam Nujoma in Namibia is into his third term as President, . 
although the constitution sets the limit at two. Lately he has 
kept the nation guessing about the possibility of a fourth term, 
one month saying he would be available if the people wanted 
him to serve again, the next month claiming he wants to make 
room for younger leadership. But so far he has suggested no 
names as possible successors and has made no promise to step 
down. 

In the last months his bizarre pronouncements have set the 
nation wondering what is happening. Never one to welcome 
open debate, he has become increasingly sensitive to criticism 
or evep. alternative opinion. He has lashed out against foreign 
influence, against Namibians who marry foreigners (though 
prominent members of his government are married to non
Nainibians), against donors with "agendas" like democracy 
and transparency, against the continued use of Afrikaans in 
Namibia (though for many Namibians it is the mother tongue), 
against Christianity as a "foreign philosophy", against the 
United States for developing the AIDS virus as a weapon of 
biological warfare, against gays and lesbians and against the 
free media. His particular target has been the nation's leading 
newspaper, the immensely popular and influential daily, The 
Namibian. His relentless attack is especially ironic and 
disturbing because The Namibian was a courageous leader in 
the struggle for Namibia's independence. 

(continued on page 3) 



Between the Lines 

Live God's Peace: Stand with 
Africa 
This special, double issue marks our annual tribute to the 
Global Mission Events of the ELCA held in various 
places around the country to celebrate and affirm 
partnership, advocacy and mission throughout the world. 
The theme of this year's event is "Live God's Peace" 
which we have paired with a new initiative from the 
Lutheran and other faith-based communities entitled 
"Stand with Africa". These two themes summarize the 
work and mission and hopes of SAN - the Southern 
Africa Network of the ELCA. 

The dual goals of practice and partnership express who 
SAN has been and who we, with you, continue to be. Our 
practice is not only an everyday commitment to peace in 
our lives, but a commitment to working in our own 
backyard to effect U.S . policy in Africa. We are 
responsible for the workings of our government and its 
influence on our African sisters and brothers is powerful. 
But this is not enough, for without a sense of partnership -
without relationships with people in Africa - then our 
work is not informed and shaped and rooted in the needs 
and lives of the very people it seeks to support. 

Not only are our partnerships necessary to guiding our 
action and advocacy, but they are essential to our own 
growth and faith. We learn from one another. We come 
to understand the realm of God when we experience the 
richness and diversity of the global family. We need one 
another in order to expand our knowledge of God's 
liberating power, to fuel our passion for justice, to deepen 
our love for one another and for the earth. 

Rev. Samuel Dansokho, SAN Coordinator, shares the 
vision of the network for the future. He pays tribute to 
the prophetic work done in the churches which fueled the 
anti-apartheid campaign, supported the struggle for 
Namibian independence and has enabled SAN to continue 
that vision and commitment for issues which affect all of 
Africa . We give thanks for all those, and so many of you, 
whose lives have been a testimony to the power of prayer 
and change and who have lived God's peace and stood 
with Africa over the years. 

One of those relentless and hard-working prophets writes 
for us in this issue. Peter Kjeseth, a SAN Steering 
Committee member and long-time activist gives us a First 
Person Account of the situation in Namibia and South 
Africa, astutely analyzing issues of leadership, 
globalization and development. 

This issue also reviews several of the on-going and 
critical issues facing not only Southern Africa, but the 

entire SubSaharan region. We look at recent developments in 
the Jubilee campaign which calls for a cancellation of the debt 
of the poorest and most heavily-indebted nations, most of 
which are in Africa. Landmines continue to destroy lives, 
limbs and communities, AIDS is ravaging the continent and 
children continue to be held hostage as child soldiers. We 
examine each of these issues and offer possibilities for action. 

Advocacy is central to our mission at SAN. It is hard to learn 
about developments in Africa through our media and difficult 
to stay abreast of legislative policy. We hope you will take 
this opportunity to speak out - to make your voices heard -
and Jet your elected representatives, your churches, your local 
papers and community know about the struggles for justice, 
survival and well-being in Africa. 

We are asking you to take a few moments to make a well
placed phone call or write a brief but personal letter - to your 
representative or editor of a locai paper. Personal and 
handwritten letters have the most influence, but phone 
calls also have an impact. Do both if you can. If you are 
organizing a letter campaign (at church during social hour or 
during a local meeting, etc.), ask people to donate $.50 to 
cover the cost of postage. Sending fifty individual letters on 
different days is much more effective than sending fifty letters 
in one envelope. Senators and Representatives have publicly 
stated that they supported issues such as debt cancellation and 
landmine assistance because of individual letters and contacts. 
Each letter matters. Each phone call counts. And these issues 
desparately need our support. 

To fmd out who your members of Congress are, visit 
www.vote-smart.org or www.house.gov or www.senate.gov. 
We also encourage you to visit the Lutheran Office for 
Governmental Affairs website at www.loga.org or call them at 
202-783-7507. 

Contact your elected officials at: 

The Honorable____, The U.S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. 20515, phone: 202-225-3121 

The Honorable____, The U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 
20510,phone:202-224-3121 

President George W. Bush, The White House, Washington, 
DC 20500 fax: 202-261-8577 

Southern Africa Network - ELCA 

1507 East 53'd Street, #674, Chicago, IL 60615 

Network Coordinator: Samuel Dansokho 

773-624-0892; SDansokho@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor: Linda Noonan-Ngwane 

61 0-896-1670; LNoonan@msn.com 
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The Tragedy of Long-Tenure Leadership 
(continued from page 1) 

But now Nujoma uses the same tactics against The 
Namibian that the puppet government in Namibia used 
during South Africa's illegal occupation ofNamibia. A 
month ago President Nujoma decreed that no government 
department could advertise in The Namibian. In early 
June he ordered government departments no longer to buy 
the newspaper_and to cancel immediately their long term 
subscriptions. He stopped short of forbidding government 
employees to read the newspaper but the volatile leader of 
the SW APO Youth League who often echoes Nujoma's 
embarrassing outbursts took the next logical, loyalist step. 
He issued a call to all SW APO members to stop reading 
The Namibian. The whole thing would be funny if it were 
not so frightening. The last months have revealed as never 
before how much Namibia is a one-man show and how 
close to dictatorship we are. 

A political culture of fear prevails in Namibia. 
Government employees, many of them amazed and 
alarmed at where the eleven years of independence have 
brought the country, are afraid to speak out. They will 
lose their jobs. 

It is at this point that the good news comes in. The 
Namibian has neither flinched nor over-reacted, giving 
even handed coverage to the activities of the President and 
his government, handing out praise when appropriate and 
criticism when necessary. Popular support and readership 
has grown. Under the guidance of The Namibian's editor, 
Gwen Lister, whose incisiveness, wit, balance, and 
courage are legendary, a cadre of young Namibian 
reporters have stood their ground and have continued 
"telling it like it is", as the masthead of The Namibian 
boasts. 

Tee Ngugi, son of the well known Kenyan novelist and 
playwrite, Ngugi wa Thiong'o, writes a twice- monthly 
column in The Namibian. One of his reReated themes, 
almost an obsession, is the issue of Afric'(s Big Men who 
use and betray the little people. His colulllii',<?n Mugabe 
several months back was a sober, su_bstantive"rti~ulation 
of pain and anger at Mugabe's considerable pro~se gone 
sour. In another pie;:ce he ridiculed "Chiluba's awkward 
dance". Most recently he challenged a positive evaluation 
of Salim Ahmend Salim's tenure as General Secretary of 
the Organization of African Unity. 

Ngugi joins those who characterize the OAU as "the trade 
union of African heads-of-states", which protects 
dictators by its so-called principle of non-interference. 

Ngugi' s is a vigorous, young African voice. He is critical of 
the West but his writing is free of sloganizing demigogery. He 
saves his' sharpest criticism for African regimes that call their 
rule democracy but actually exercise power through 
personalized and centralized structures where what counts is 
patrimony, not principle or competence. 

Tangeni Amupadhi is one of the star reporters on The 
Namibian. He writes an occasional column, "Off Tangent". 
Civil, factual and sharp, he has branded the governmental 
sanctions of the newspaper as "shameless" and challenged the 
government to explain in detail what they mean by 
"unwarranted criticism of governmental policies". He asks 
whether we are "entering the era of Thought Police"? His 
references to the emperor who has no clothes are probably lost 
on many who do not know the old nursery story, but when he 
cries, "What arrogance from those who are supposed to be 
servants of the people!" everyone understands. 

The editor and reporters and columnists of The Namibian 
stand their ground with aplomb and professionalism. But there 
is more. The op ed pages and the huge section of letters to the 
editor represent a kind of national bulletin board for debate 
and for ventilating grievances. Here everything is out in the 
open. At times the names of writers are available only on 
request from the newspaper. 

(continued on page 7) 
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Jubilee: Update 
International debt has become a new form of slavery for 
more than a billion people in Africa, Asia, Latin America, 
and the Caribbean. Debt slavery means impoverished 
people working harder and harder in a vain effort to keep 
up with the interest payments on debts owed to rich 
countries. Consider: 

More than 5,500 Africans die each day from 
AIDS. Meanwhile Africa pays the World Bank, 
IMF, and rich countries $3 7 million every day in 
debt service. 

Rich countries have perpetuated the cycle of debt 
and poverty by requiring borrowers to submit to 
International Monetary Fund (IMF)/World Bank 
Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs) which 
typically reduce living standards by requiring 
"user fees" for education and health care and 
"privatization" (cost-sharing) of public goods 
such as water. 

Much of the debt was incurred by dictators 
backed by the U.S. for cold war purposes. The 
IMF loaned more to the apartheid government of 
South Africa than all of the rest of Africa in 
197 6-77. Zaire received billions from the World 
Bank and more U.S . aid than the rest of Sub
Saharan Africa combined over an extended period 
- even though it was widely known that aid was 
being diverted into U.S.-installed and U.S.
bankrolled dictator Mobutu ' s Swiss bank 
accounts. Now many people go without health 
care and schooling because of the burden of 
national debts. 

Debt is as much the responsibility of the creditors as the 
debtors. In the ancient Near East, pagan kings 
periodically cancelled debts to clear the economic slate 
and allow the poor to recover from particularly harsh 
conditions. The Biblical mandate goes further, calling for 
periodic full debt cancellation as a norm - often with the 
details to be negotiated later (Lev.25, Deuteronomy 15, 
Isaiah 61 :1-2, Luke 4:1 8-19; 11 :1-4; 16:1-1 3; 19:1-10). 

The Jubilee USA Network, a coalition of faith-based and 
non-governmental organizations working to break the 
chains of debt, is call ing for complete cancellation of the 
crushing and fundamentally illegitimate debts of 
impoverished countries, without IMF and World Bank 
conditions but with full accountabil ity to civil society in 
each country. Jubilee USA is part of the global Jubilee 
movement that is now active in more than 65 countries. 

Last year the US Congress approved $435 million for · 
reduction of the debts of the so-called Heavily Indebted Poor 
Countries (HIPCs), and President Bush' s budget provides an 
additional $240 million this year. But: 

Altogether, the richest countries have reduced 
developing country debt by about $34 billion. This 
represents a reduction of just over 25% of debt 
service for a very short list of 22 countries. 

More than two-thirds ( 16) of these 22 countries are 
still spending more in debt service than on health care. 

Dozens of other impoverished countries such as 
Nigeria (where average income has dropped to $350 
per person and debt is over $30 billion) have had no 
help at all. 

Congress also enacted an amendment requiring that US 
representatives to the IMF, World Bank, and regional 
development banks vote against and oppose any loan 
agreements that include "user fees" on basic education and 
health care for poor people. This is good news, and recent 
efforts include advocating for extension of this victory to 
include opposition to forced privatization of public water 
supplies. Despite broad bipartisan support for this 
amendment, the Bush Administration is seeking repeal of this 
groundbreaking measure. · 

The debt reduction won over the past two years has helped. 

In Uganda, school enrollment has doubled since user
fees on basic education were removed. Teachers are 
being hired, and funding is available for books and 
classrooms. 

Tanzania ended fees for grade school this year, and 
Benin ended fees in rural areas-allowing millions of 
children the chance to go to school. 

Mali, Mozambique, Senegal, and Cameroon are 
increasing spending on AIDS prevention. 

Thanks to faith communities around the world, churches and 
religious organizations, advocacy groups and ordinary 
citizens, the Jubilee Campaign and issues of crushing debt 
have gained international attention and called our governments 
to respond. We encourage you to continue to call for further 
just and humane measures to insure the well-being of those 
living in heavily-indebted countries. 
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Jubilee: Advocacy 
Background: Representatives Barbara Lee (D-CA) and 
Maxine Waters (D-CA) have introduced separate bills, and 
Rep. Bernie Sanders (1-VT) will introduce a Resolution 
calling for cancellation of debt held by the IMF and World 
Bank without structural adjustment or user fees. Other bills 
are expected to be introduced soon. We are urging Jubilee 
supporters to write first to the Bush Administration, then to 
Congress. What we've been able to do together has already 
made a difference. But much more is needed. Challenge the 
President and Congress to act boldly now! 

Action: Please write and/or call your Representatives, 
asking them to co-sponsor debt cancellation bills and 
resolutions introduced by Representatives Barbara Lee, 
Maxine Waters and Bernie Sanders. Send a similar message 
to President Bush and your Senators urging them to: 

~Drop the Debt! Ask President Bush and Congress to 
instruct the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World 
Bank to cancel 100% of the debts of impoverished countries 
out of their own resources. The IMF and World Bank have 
ample resources to cancel all of the debts of Sub-Saharan 
Africa and many other impoverished countries, according to 
independent auditors. 

~Drop Structural Adjustment. Tell the President and 
Congress that debt cancellation must not be contingent on 
countries agreeing to "structural adjustment." The harsh 
economic poliCies pushed by the IMF and Bank have failed to 
reduce poverty in most countries even when followed in full. 
Stopping structural adjustment would be a giant step towards 
enabling countries to fund the fight against AIDS and promote 
social justice. 

~ Drop User Fees. People living on one or two dollars a day 
(the average income in Sub-Saharan Africa is about 
$500/year) should not be charged fees for schooling and 
public health. When they are, children are kept home from 
school and visits to the clinic are skipped. It is little wonder 
that AIDS has spread so rapidly in Africa. 

~Fight AIDS with Debt Cancellation. AIDS campaigners 
estimate $15 billion annually is needed to curb the AIDS 
epidemic in Africa alone. But $13.5 billion flows out of Africa 
in debt service each year. Dropping the debt held by the Bank 
and Fund will help get funds flowing in the right direction. 

For more information: www.j2000usa.org 
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Table of Indebtedness of African Nations 
Country GrossNat'l Total Debt owed Total debt Total Debt Foreign Debt as a Expenditure Expenditure 

Product to Foreign owed to the Repayments in % of the Country's on Debt on 
(GNP) ($US Creditors (in $US US (in $US 1997 (debt service) Economy ( % of Service(% Education 
billions) millions) millions) ($US millions GNP) of GNP) (%of GNP) 

Angola* 3.00 10,160.00 36.68 841 .00 200.00 19.20 0.00 

Benin • 2.20 1,624.00 N/A 3 91.00 46.00 2.60 3.20 

Botswana 5.10 562.00 16.10 103.70 9.00 2.10 10.40 

Burl<ina Faso • 2.60 1,297.00 N/A 3 52.00 29:oo 2.20 1.50 

Burundi* 0.90 1,066.00 N/A 3 29.00 58.00 3.10 3.10 

Cameroon* 8.60 9,293.00 54.90 513.00 93.00 6.00 2.90 

Cape Verde 0.42 5 220.00 5 N/A 3 11 .80 

Central African 1.10 885.00 9.20 13.30 52.00 1.30 
Republic • 

Chad * 1.60 1,026.00 N/A 3 35.00 35.00 2.20 2.40 

Comoros 197.00 NIA 3 2.30 102.00 

Congo (Republic) 1.80 5,071.00 48.40 112.00 247.00 6.20 6.20 

Congo (Democratic 5.20 12,330.00 2,939.83 13.00 215.00 0.20 
Republic) • 

Cote d'lvoire • 10.20 15,609.00 317.88 1,369.00 141.00 14.40 5.00 

Djibouti 0.49 5 283.6 5 N/A3 7.30 

Eritrea 0.83 5 76.00 N/A3 0.50 4.00 0.10 1.80 

Equatorial Guinea • 283.00 N/A 3 5.90 58.00 

Ethiopia • 6.50 10,078.00 89.21 99.00 131 .00 . 1.60 4.00 

Gabon 4.80 4,284.00 85.66 433.00 94.00 9.70 2.80 

Gambia 0.40 430.00 N/A 3 26.90 57.00 6.70 6.00 

Ghana • 7.00 5,982.00 72.90 506.00 58.00 7.50 

Guinea • 3.80 6,520.00 154.30 161 .00 67.00 4.40 

GuinecH3issau • 0.30 921.00 N/A 3 9.70 253.00 3.90 

Kenya * 9.70 6,486.00 97.25 648.00 49.00 6.50 6.60 

Lesotho 1.40 660.00 0.00 45.30 35.00 3.60 7.00 

Liberia • 2,012.00 376.82 0.00 

Madagascar • 3.60 4,105.00 49.16 212.00 85.00 6.20 1.90 

Malawi • 2.10 2,206.00 0.00 78.00 46.00 3.10 5.50 

Mali • 2.70 2,954.00 31 .00 78.00 72.00 3.20 2.20 

Mauritania* 1.10 2,453.00 6.60 114.00 169.00 10.90 5.10 

Mauritius 4.40 2,472.00 5.53 238.00 55.00 6.50 4.30 

Morocco* 34.40 19,321 .00 905.43 3,082.00 53.00 9.50 5.30 

Mozambique • 2.40 5,991 .00 53.21 104.00 171 .00 4.10 

Namibia 3.40 N/A 3 9.10 

Niger * 2.00 1,579.00 11 .05 61 .00 56.00 3.30 

Nigeria* 33.40 28,455.00 1,189.67 1,416.00 72.00 3.80 0.90 

Rwanda* 1.70 1,111.00 0.00 22.00 33.00 1.20 

Sao Tome and 0.04 5 261 .00 N/A 3 6.60 672.00 
Principe* 
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Country GrossNat'l Total Debt owed Total debt Total Debt Foreign Debt as a Expenditure Expenditure 

Product to Foreign owed to the Repayments in % of the Country's on Debt on 
(GNP) ($US Creditors (in $US US (in $US 1997 (debt service) Economy ( % of Service(% Education 
billions) millions) millions) ($US millions GNP) of GNP) (%of GNP) 

Senegal* 4.80 3,671 .00 19.98 247.00 55.00 5.60 3.50 

Seychelles 0.53 5 149.1 5 0.00 14.80 

Sierra Leone * 0.80 1,149.00 64.73 20.00 89.00 2.40 

Somalia* 2,561 .00 47.59 0.00 

South Africa 130.20 25,222.00 4.85 4,774.00 19.00 3.80 7.90 

Sudan* 8.95 5 16,326.00 307.55 58.00 170.00 0.60 

Swaziland 1.4 5 368.2 5 e .79 31.50 

Tanzania* 6.60 7,177.00 36.76 161.00 72.00 2.20 

Togo • 1.50 1,339.00 0.00 55.00 60.00 3.80 4.70 

Uganda* 6.60 3,708.00 1 '164.00 191 .00 31.00 2.90 2.60 

Zambia • 3.50 6,758.00 308.41 268.00 138.00 7.30 2.20 

Zimbabwe 8.20 4,961.00 54.74 677.00 49.00 8.00 8.30 

Total for $240,632.00 $8,568.16 

Region million million 

*Indicates a Heavily-Indebted Poor Country (HIPC) as designated by the World Bank and International Monetary Fund. 
Monetary figures are $US. Source: Jubilee 2000/USA 

The Tragedy of Long-Tenure Leadership 
(continued from page 3) 

Occasionally a government official will risk an opinion on 
the condition of anonymity. But there are many leaks from 
government sources directly to the out-of-favor newspaper. 
Moreover, The Namibian makes room for heavy-duty 
articles that engage in rigorous analysis ofNamibian 
politics like recent pieces by University professor Andre du 
Pisani or by Dr. Henning Melber, long-time key player in 
Namibian intellectual life, now Director of Research at the 
Nordic Africa Institute in Uppsala, Sweden. Professor du 
Pisani wrote on "Non-Emancipatory Politics", Melber on 

"Liberation- With or Without Democracy?" 

It is heartening to see the flood of support from many 
quarters that has come to The Namibian in response to the 

government's attack. There is a spirit o:hriformed dissent, 
deliberative democracy and open politics waiting to be 

\ 
released. \ 

But this phenomenon should not be over-interpreted for 

Namibia. And I get the impression things are even Jess 
hopeful in some of the other Sub-Saharan countries. True, 

there is vigorous debate and lively politics in South Africa, 
but the day of the absolute rule of the Big Man in southern 
Africa is far from over. Perhaps Edith Nawakwi and her ilk 
in Zambia have stymied Chiluba, but at the cost of party 
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disintegration and political disarray. Mugabe's days are 
numbered perhaps, but Zimbabweans may have to suffer 
even more deeply before his days run out. Here in Namibia 

both friend and foe agree that Nujoma's hold on the masses 
is so strong and his power of patronage so pervasive among 

the elite that he could easily be elected to a fourth term if he 
should run. 

Two unkrtown factors might modifY this scenario. It is 
significant that among the competent leaders in government 
-and there are many, particularly in essential jobs that do 
not involve direct patronage and politics - there has been an 

almost universal silence about the prospect of a fourth term. 
President Nujoma must be keenly aware that none of the best 

have publicly urged him to run again. 

The other unknown factor is the powerful Lutheran Church 

in the North, ELCIN. To this point it has not uttered a 
whisper of criticism of the liberation hero, Sam Nujoma. But 
there has been a slight shift of leadership in ELCIN and 
younger voices may be coming to the fore. And Nujoma has 

recently included Christianity in his attacks. IfELCIN 
should break its silence or ask Nujoma not to seek another 
term, this might alter the situation considerably and give 
Namibia a chance to get at the tough, long-term business of 
replacing the present patrimonial system with actual 

participatory democracy. 



The People's Budget: A More 
Just ~conomic Policy 
By Peter Kjeseth 

In February this year The People' s Budget: 2001-2002 was 

published in South Africa. A forty page document, closely 

reasoned and clearly worded, it represents a pointed 
challenge to the current thinking on development and 

globalization which underlies the economic policies of the 

South Africa and most countries in southern Africa. 

The document is important because it is so well-argued but 

also because the coalition which produced it represents a 

force to be reckoned with: COSA TU (The Congress of 
South African Trade Unions, the largest labor organization 

in South Africa), SACC (The South African Council of 

Churches with its impeccable history of standing with the 

poor), and SANGOCO (South African NGO Coalition 
which includes all types ofNon-Governmental 

Organizations). Valuable, convincing research for the 

document was provided by NALEDI the respected National 

Labor and Economic Development Institute. An impressive 
array of groups and individuals participated in drafting the 

Budget. 

The People' s Budget is an outgrowth of a passionate 
conviction that present economic policy in South Africa 

short changes the development of people in favor ofthe 

development of business and industry. The document is yet 
another challenge to the "trickle-down theory" which is still 

implicit in neo-liberal, market-based economic theory and 

practice. 

At its biannual central executive committee meeting in 

April, COSA TU launched an anti-privatization campaign 

and threatened to call a two-day strike if their demand for 

discussion and reconsideration of governmental 

privatization schemes were not taken seriously. 

At issue is the wisdom, even the possibility, of privatizing 

basic governmental services in providing water, electricity, 

waste collection and maintenance of infrastructure. 

COSA TU presses the bottom line question: How can a 

private, non-governmental industry make a profit on 

supplying water, electricity and other services to 

communities where half the people are unemployed and 

most of the rest are too poor to pay what is asked? 
COSA TU argues that the debacle in California as a result 

of privatizing the providing of electricity 
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should be a warning against the dismembering of Eskom, the 

parastatal that supplies electricity. 

In terms of development theory, The People's Budget clearly 

opts for the development of people, beginning with the very 
poor, as the fundamental long-term strategy for the economic 

growth and health of the nation. At the heart of the Budget is 

a solidly structured argument calling for the expansion of 
what it calls the social wage. Expanding the social wage for 
the poor includes strengthening the national health program 

with special emphasis on the treatment and prevention of 

AIDS. It also involves an enhanced skill development 

program and a complex plan for "repositioning 
infrastructure spending" which appears to be something like 

the public works programs in the post-depression, Roosevelt 

era in the U.S. 

But the most daring initiative of the expanded social wage 

would be a basic income grant to all the poor of R 1 00 to 

R200 ($12-24) a month in order to assure a minimum 
income for all South Africans. The proposals for fmancing 

this move are detailed, complex and plausible. There would 

be no eligibility or means test and no massive administrative 

bureaucracy. Streamlined payment would be through the 
postbank. Because it would be universal and automatic, 
chances for administrative partiality and corruption would 

be eliminated. The minimum income grant would reach not 

only the unemployed but also domestic and farm workers 
who are officially classified as employed but are trapped in 

poverty. The theory is the direct opposite of the trickle-down 

theory. You raise the base and the whole economy is lifted. 

The theory would need the testing of practice. Yet there are 

indications of how it might work. Both in Namibia and in 

South Africa where old-age grants are in place it is true that 
extended families are stabilized through this modest but 

dependable monthly inflow of money. 

In Namibia with its relatively small population there are 

between 600 and 1 000 new arrivals each month from the 

rural areas to squatter communities around Windhoek, the 

capital city. The arrivals are looking for work. Would rural 
Namibians prefer to stay in their familiar areas if they had 

even a small, assured, basic income and were not totally 

dependent on subsistence-farming or seasonal and occasional 

employment? To my knowledge, no scientific survey has 
explored this question. But informal questioning and 

discussions suggest that a basic income grant to the rural 

poor would all but eliminate the migration to the urban 

areas. 



In any case, The People's Budget insists that the present 
ruling doctrine of economic development be subjected to 

rigorous critique. There must be serious consideration of 

alternative scenarios. This is particularly significant in 

Namibia right now when a new ten-year development plan 
is being tabled in parliament and, at the same time, there is 

widespread recognition that the enterprise zones and other 
neo-liberal structures have not produced the expected 

results, at least not yet. Even the recent seminar by a 

visiting expert from the U.S. on what the African Growth 

and Opportunity Act might mean for Namibia appeared to 

produce little excitement or promise. 

President Mbeki and his majority in the African National 

Congress (AN C) and in government presently have the 

power and the momentum. But COSATU, also a part of the 

ANC ~.:oalitiun, will be heard. It has already won one 

skirmish in the privatization battle. COSA TU forced the 

agreement that every South African is entitled to a basic 
allotment of water free of charge! Zwelinzima Vavi, general 

secretary of COSATU, is one of the powerful, articulate 

voices in South Africa. The same must be said of The Rev. 

Dr. Molefe Tsele, the newly elected head of SACC. He 
comes to that position from leadership in ESSET 

(Ecumenical Service for Socio-Economic Transformation). 

ESSET has sponsored workshops on economic literacy and 

produced study/action documents which were forerunners 
of The People's Budget. 

The publishing of The People's Budget is another 

indication that the battle over development and 

globalization will be fought in South Africa on every level: 

theory, policy and practice. It will be a battle worth 

watching. 

Stand With Africa: 
A Campaign of Hope" .. 
Stand With Africa is a three-year campalgn to link 
programs in Africa with outreach to the U.S.'futheran 
community in order to effect specific, positive~nd 
significant changes in three strategic areas of cohcern to 
Africans today. Stand With Africa will draw on the vitality 
of churches, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and 
communities to overcome HIV/AIDS, produce enough food 
to eat and sell, and build peace at the grassroots. The 
campaign will listen to the African partners, reflect their 
priorities, strengthen them, collaborate with them and 
support cooperation among them. 
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Overcoming HIV I AIDS 
According to United Nations estimates, of the 34 million 
people living with AIDS worldwide, 24.5 million reside in 
Sub-Sahara Africa. It is also home to some 12.4 million 
children left orphaned due to the AIDS pandemic - 94% of 
all AIDS orphans worldwide. In parts of Africa the rate of 
infection is at least a hundred times higher than in the United 
States and Europe. Life expectancy in the next ten to twenty 
years could decline to 35 years or less. Stand With Africa 
will work with partners in Africa to prevent and treat AIDS 
and care for AIDS orphans. 

Banishing Hunger 
Growing prosperity in the northern Countries contrasts 
sharply with the dire economic condition of most African 
nations. Of the 40 nations identified by the World Bank's 
recent report, as Heavily Indebted Poor Countries 32 are in 
Africa. Increasing desertification, natural disasters and 
mismanagement compound the conditions of poverty, as 
does corrupt leadership. With political independence gained 
forty years ago and the cold war politics ending a decade 
ago, Africa remains marginalized by the forces of 
globalization, national debt and a galloping technological 
development. Stand With Africa will expand current 
programs of faith-based action for fair trade at the national 
and international level and work to see that promises of debt 
relief are fulfilled. 

Building Peace 
Most conflicts in Africa today are internal. Often and 
increasingly these conflicts center on access to arable land, 
water resources and mining, oil or diamond resources. 
Military dictatorships, oppression and corruption further 
aggravate conflicts in Africa. However, the analysis of 
recent conflicts in Africa has sometimes distorted issues of 
ethnicity, race, religion and ideology, depicting them as the 
sole causes of conflict and disregarding political 
manipulation of religious and ethnic differences. Continuous 
drought, floods and the debt burden compound the grim 
economic situation of countries resulting in further causes 
for conflict. Stand With Africa will support specific projects 
of recovery from conflict, share new African models for 
building peace in families, communities and society, and 
promote broader understanding in the U.S. of progress 
toward peace and reconciliation in Africa. 

Stand With Africa is a joint campaign of Lutheran World 
Relief, The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America World 
Hunger Program and The Lutheran Church - Missouri 
Synod World Relief. Find out how you can help! Contact 
the Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs at www.loga.org 
or call them at 202-783-7507. 



News briefs 

South Africa: Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
comes to_a close 
The fmal committee of South Africa's Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission has been dissolved. The 
commission was set up in 1995 in the aftermath of South 
Africa's first non-racial elections. It was a national 
experiment in trying to come to terms with, and to heal, 
the deep scars of apartheid. Under the chairmanship of 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, it invited people on all sides 
to confess the excesses of the past in return for leniency, 
even amnesty. It was meant to help bury the legacy of 
division and forge a more united future. Its proceedings 
unveiled horrific acts of cruelty and were themselves 
traumatic. But the legacy of the commission itself still 
provokes heated debate. Many whites complain that it has 
deepened, not healed, the divisions of history. Many 
blacks feel their previous oppressors have not been held 
accountable for their crimes. The enduring memory of the 
commission is of blacks retelling their experiences but few 
whites, particularly those in positions of responsibility, 
accounting for their actions. Most of those now seeking 
reparations for apartheid still have not received any. Its 
amnesty committee has continued its work in hearing 
some 6,000 amnesty applications. It will now consider its 
fmdings. But as it wraps up its proceedings, the 
commission as a whole is being reconstituted, in order to 
produce a fmal report by the end of the year. 

South Africa: 12 year-old AIDS icon dies 
The 12-year-old boy whose plight dramatized the AIDS 
epidemic in South Africa has died. Nkosi Johnson, who 
was born with IDV, was the longest surviving child born 
with the virus i..r1 the country. His mother has si..11ce died 
with AIDS and he was adopted at the age of two. 
Through speaking and appearing publicly, he gave AIDS 
a face at a time when one in nine people in South Africa 
are IDV -positive. He has been praised by Nelson Mandela 
as an icon in the struggle against HIV/AIDS. Nkosi told 
journalists, "I feel I am going to die quickly, like my 
mother died, very soon, but at least she got to be a grown 
up. I hate having this disease." 

Namibia: Church defends gay rights 
The Council of Churches in Namibia has defended the 
rights of gays and lesbians while maintaining that the anti
homosexual position of the Bible be followed. This comes 
in the wake of several attacks by President Sam Nujoma 
on gays and lesbians in which he labelled them as 
ungodly. In a press statement, the 50 church leaders 
"rejected any form of discrimination based on sexual 
orientation". The statement, issued at the end of the 

church group's annual general meeting (AGM), said: "The 
AGM also stressed that every human being deserves the same 
protection, human rights and equality as provided for by the 
scriptures and the Namibian constitution." 

Namibia: Nujoma ready for fourth term 
President Sam Nujoma said he was ready to run for a fourth 
term if the Namibian people indicated they wanted him to stay 
in office. Nujoma has declared himself fit to remain in office 
after his third term as president ends in 2005. When asked if 
he would run for a fourth term, Nujoma said: "Well, if the 
Namibian people say that we want you to do this I am always 
at the disposal of the Namibian people. There is a constitution 
that guides our procedures that ought to be followed." Soon 
after the 1994 election, when he won by an overwhelming 
majority, Nujoma had announced that he would not be running 
for a third five-year term in office and that if the constitution 
was to be changed, a referendum would be held. However, he 
later changed his mind. The constitution was amended, amid a 
controversy within the ruling SW APO party, in parliament 
and in the media, to extend Nujoma's rule for five years 
beyond March 2000. 

Mozambique: Chissano will not seek further term 
Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano has defended his 
decision not to seek a further term of office. Referring to 
Malawi's late dictator Kamuza Banda, Chissano criticized 
those leaders who cling on to power endlessly, even when they 
are no longer in a fit condition to exercise it. Chissano said 
that political leaders should leave office "while they are still 
viewed as friends by the people." No announcement has been 
made about possible ruling-party Frelimo candidates. 

Zimbabwe: Mugabe anticipates six more years 
Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe expects to extend his 21-
year rule by another six years during a crucial presidential 
election next year. However, food shortages and a four-year 
economic crisis may break the patience of Zimababweans 
before elections. Illegal land reforms, along with the illegal 
seizure of land from white fanners on more than 2,000 farms 
have disrupted planting and fanning operations. Desperate to 
sway voters' attention from the economic crisis and outflank 
an increasingly confident opposition Movement for 
Democratic Change (MDC), Mugabe encouraged gangs of his 
supporters to illegally seize land from large-scale white 
fanners during the run-up to last June's parliamentary 
election. Mugabe, Zimbabwe's sole leader since independence 
of the former Rhodesia in 1980, will face what may be his 
toughest challenge in the election from Morgan Tsvangirai, a 
former trade unionist who now heads the opposition party, the 
Movement for Democratic Change. 
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Southern Africa: Support for international war-crimes 
court is growing 
Groundwork is being laid for the launching of an 
International Criminal Court (ICC) which would have the 
power to bring individuals responsible for war-crimes, 
crimes against humanity and genocide to justice, from 
almost anywhere on earth. Responses during a conference 
held in Namibia to establish the court indicated that 
Southern African nations are a driving force in support of 
the new ICC . Organizers hope that establishing the ICC 
will be crucial toward ensuring that international law is 
upheld around the world. The ICC would have wider 
powers and jurisdiction than international courts currently 
at work. Unlike the International Court of Justice in The 
Hague, whose jurisdiction is restricted to trying nation 
states, the ICC would have the capacity to indict 
individuals. And unlike the Rwandan and Yugoslavian 
War Crimes Tribunals, the ICC's jurisdiction would not 
be chronologically or geographically limited. While more 
than one hundred nations have signed the ICC treaty, at 
least sixty nations must ratify the treaty before it can 
become a reality. So far, 32 nations have ratified, 
including South Africa, Botswana and Lesotho. The ICC 
would be based in the Netherlands and funded by 
proportional contributions from member states after an 
initial period of UN funding. The ICC could also work in 
countries that have lost their judicial capacity, as Rwanda 
did following the 1994 genocide. It is estimated that the 
court could start functioning in 3-4 years time, depending 
on ratification. 

Sierra Leone: Rebels free 600 child soldiers 
Nearly 600 child soldiers were released on May 26 by the 
rebel group, the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) in 
Sierra Leone. This was the first major release of child 
combatants in the country's ten-year civil war. The 
children, mostly 10 to 15 years old, showed physical signs 
of trauma and abuse, such as amputated limbs and scars. 
Many had been abducted and forced to fight for years. 
The Sierra Leone government and RUF rebels signed a 
peace agreement in March. The advances toward peace 
have been threatened by an outbreak of fi~ting in the 
eastern part of the country, where Sierra Loo~e's lucrative 
diamond fields lie. A peace agreement signed itt, 1999 fell 

\ 
apart last year when the RUF took 500 UN peacekeepers 
hostage and resumed fighting. Soon afterward, RUF 
founder Foday Sankoh- who inspired an almost cult-like 
devotion among his followers - was captured and remains 
in prison. Peacekeepers and other observers nevertheless 
described the release of child soldiers as a major sign of 
hope. In a war characterized by such atrocities as the 
hacking off of civilians' limbs and the widespread use of 

rape to terrorize people, the abduction of thousands of 
children by all sides was one of the most tragic aspects of the 
conflict. Humanitarian groups estimate there are 5,000 to 
8,000 child combatants remaining in Sierra Leone. 

Sudan: Peace Act sails through House 
A bill which condemns Sudan's civil war has passed 
overwhelmingly in the House of Representatives. The Sudan 
Peace Act does several things. Among them: it requires 
companies wishing to raise capital in the U.S. for operations 
in Sudan to enhance their reporting requirements. This 
disclosure includes the nature of those operations and their 
relationship to violations of religious freedom and other 
human rights in Sudan. It also urges the Administration to 
make available to the National Democratic Alliance $10 
million dollars in previously appropriated funds. Despite the 
general lack of support for intervention of support for 
conflicts in Africa, the religious right-wing coalitions have 
actively supported this bill as the conflict includes an element 
of persecution against the Christian community in Sudan. 

Africa: Refugee crisis critical 
There are five million refugees and over twenty million 
displaced persons in the African continent, despite repatriation 
efforts, according to a recent Organization of African Unity 
(OAU) report. The report warned that the situation of refugees 
and displaced persons in Africa had reached frightening 
dimensions, while capacity of African states to cope with the 
problem had been significantly reduced. "Prevailing economic 
hardships, escalating wars and conflicts in parts of Africa, 
coupled with natural disasters and presence of landmines, 
have made it difficult for OAU member states to cope with the 
problems", the report said. It also pointed out that the 
presence of armed elements among refugees had become a 
new phenomenon posing challenges to countries of asylum and 
relief aid personnel. The report listed Angola, Burundi, 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Liberia, 
Somalia, Sierra Leone and Sudan as the countries most 
affected by the crisis of refugees. 

Africa: AIDS to cut life expectancy by 17 years 
The United Nations has painted a grim picture of the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic spreading through sub-Saharan Africa. 
In a report by the 1JN Population Division, Zambia is said to 
be among eight countries where the life expectancy will have 
dropped by at least 17 years by 2005. Others are Botswana, 
Lesotho, Swaziland, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Kenya and South 
Africa. Despite the devastating impact of the AIDS epidemic, 
however, the population of the most affected countries is 
expected to increase by 2050. The African population, 
currently around 800 million will reach two billion by 2050, 
even with AIDS. 
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Landmines: Update 
On March .8th and 9th, more than 250 members of the 
U.S. Campaign to Ban Landmines, including religious 
leaders, physicians, veterans, and human rights advocates, 
met with more than 300 Congressional offices to 
demonstrate support for the Mine Ban Treaty. They 
shared concerns for an indiscriminate weapon that 
endangers both civilians and U.S. troops. 

Former U.S. military commanders assert that, like poison 
gas, antipersonnel landmines are not essential to the 
effectiveness or safety of our forces. For example, in 
February, Generals James Hollingsworth and Henry 
Emerson, who both served in Korea, stated in a 
Washington Times Opinion Editorial that they believe the 
U.S. should join the Mine Ban Treaty because anti
personnel mines endanger our own forces. 

In a recent meeting with Her Majesty Queen Noor of 
Jordan, Secretary of State Colin Powell indicated that 
landmines would be included in the current 
administration's comprehensive review ofU.S. defense 
policy. In the United States, Senator Patrick Leahy (D
VT) has helped lead the way against landmines. Senator 
Leahy successfully introduced an antipersonnellandmine 
export moratorium bill in 1992, which has been extended 
through 2002. Leahy has been instrumental in the 
appropriation of hundreds of millions of dollars in funding 
for demining and victim assistance programs and has 
continued to champion the mine ban effort in the United 
States. 

REPORT IT! 

To date, the United States has not 
joined the Mine Ban Treaty 
despite being a leader in demining 
and victim assistance efforts. 
Current U.S. policy states that the 
United States will join the Mine 
Ban Treaty in 2006 as long as 

U.S. efforts to find "alternatives" to antipersonnel 
landmines are successful. 2006 is too long for the world 
to wait for the United States to ban landmines and join the 
Mine Ban Treaty. Moreover, many believe that 
alternatives to anti-personnellandmines already exist and 
that the current search for alternatives is both costly and 
unnecessary. 

Despite the contributions of the U.S. government to 
demining and victim assistance programs, the long-term 
solution to the problem is a permanent global ban on the 
use oflandmines. U.S. leadership is necessary to urge 
holdout countries to join the treaty and to aid in the 
implementation and enforcement process. 

Sen.Leahy introduced the Landmines Elimination and Victim 
Assistance Act of2001 (S. 497) in the Senate, and 
Representative Lane Evans (D-IL) introduced a companion 
bill (H.R. 948) in the House. This legislation (1) sends a 
message to the President that Congress wants the United 
States to sign the Mine Ban Treaty, (2) extends the current 
U.S. prohibition on the export of antipersonnellandmines and 
anti-tank landmines, (3) urges the military to field treaty
compliant alternatives to antipersonnellandmines, and (4) 
provides support to landmine victim assistance projects. 

Someone steps ..... ,,.--.l,·""!!• 
minutes. One 
whether it is 
the sandal 
Americans 
millions of Ian1dttii 
countries, ..... ,.., .. ,,.,1 

Landmines: Advocacy 

a farmer or 
100,000 

Tens of 
80 

Action: Urge your Senators and Representative to support the 
Landmine Elimination and Victim Assistance Act of2001, 
legislation that will bring the U.S. closer to joining the Mine 
Ban Treaty. Ask your Senators and Representatives to 
encourage the Bush administration to reconsider current U.S. 
landmine policy and join the 13 9 countries that have signed 
the international Mine Ban Treaty. The 1997 Mine Ban 
Treaty not only prohibits the use of a cruel device that is 
unethical and immoral, but assists victims and reclaims the 
earth. 

Source: U.S. Campaign to Ban Landmines at 
www.banminesusa.org and Lutheran Office for Governmental 
Affairs at www.loga.org. 

Gender, Women's Rights and 
AIDS 
Sub-Saharan Africa is the only region in the world where 
women make up a clear majority of all known AIDS cases. 
Eighty-two percent of all women living with AIDS are in sub
Saharan Africa. Girls are the first to drop out of school to care 
for the sick. When desperate to survive financially, women 
and girls are often driven to become commercial sex workers. 
Gender discrimination and the lack of a strong commitment to 
women's rights fuel the spread of the disease. The reverse is 
also true. As a consequence of their being more prone to 
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' infection, women are increasingly the targets of 
discrimination. 

In some African communities, AIDS is known as "the 
woman's disease." In Uganda, women between the ages of 
15-19 have an infection rate six times higher than boys in 
the same age range. Young girls are especially vulnerable 
because they are perceived as virgins or less likely to be 
infected and therefore sought out as sex partners. 

Women do not enjoy equal status to their male 
counterparts in the areas of education, the economy, and 
in law. The education of girls directly correlates to the 
social and economic development of a country; the female 
illiteracy rate for Sub-Saharan Africa was more than 51% 
in 1998 with some rates as high as 92% in Niger and 87% 
in Burkina Faso. Although women produce 80% of the 
food, they receive little economic benefit from their labor. 
They are the ones most severely affected by structural 
adjustment, as women are most vulnerable to trade 
liberalization and cuts in social spending. The World 
Bank estimates that of available credit in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, women small farmers receive less than 10 percent. 
Women often do not qualify to apply for credit due to 
illiteracy, lack of education, the absence of collateral, and · 
even insufficient time to make application. 

Cultural and legal norms further exacerbate the spread of 
the AIDS virus. Legally, women often lack access to 
justice in the prosecution of cases involving rape or 
violent behavior, often in the context of war. The fear of 
violence makes it more difficult for women to negotiate 
intimate relations and the use of male and female 
condoms. The legal system in some areas further 
disempowers women by preventing their ownership of 
land and rights to inheritance. A study in Cameroon 
revealed that less than I 0% of landowners were women. 

Best Practices 
There are a myriad of complex health issues that affect 
the design of treatment for women facing the AIDS crisis. 
First, women and men must have accesito basic health 
information and education about their bodi~s and about 
HIV transmission and prevention, including iilformation 
related to male and female condoms as well as 
microbicides. Where Africa already claims 40% of the 
world ' s maternal deaths (World Bank), efforts to prevent 
Mother-to-Child Transmission must not ignore care for 
the mother. Even after birth, breast milk can still act as a 
transmitter of the disease. Choosing not to breastfeed, 
however, is often a cultural taboo, and these women are 
stigmatized as having AIDS by society. Increasing levels 

of discrimination against women who are HIV-positive 
already discourage their pursuit of testing and counseling. 
Services must be designed to 
incorporate confidential testing 
and counseling as well as long 
term treatment for women. 

The issue of women and AIDS 
in Africa is closely connected 
with many other issues such as 
development, debt cancellation, 
accessibility and patents on 
pharmaceuticals, education and 
health. It is also intimately 
linked to the overall fight against women's discrimination. 
They are also at the heart of the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women. 

The United Nations adopted the Convention on the 
Elimination of AU Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women in 1979. It proposes an international agreement that 
establishes rights for women in areas not previously subject to 
international standards and comprehensively addresses 
women's rights within political, cultural, economic, social, and 
family life. The United States was active in drafting the 
Convention and signed it in 1980, but twenty-one years later, 
the U.S. still has not ratified it. 

Action: On January 3, 2001, HRES 18 was introduced in the 
House by Sen. Lynn Woolsey (D-CA) "expressing the sense 
of the House of Representatives that the Senate should ratify 
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)." As of April6, 
2001 , HRES 18 had 76 co-sponsors. March 8, 2001, 68 
members of the House of Representatives sent a letter to 
Secretary of State Colin Powell, urging that the President and 
the Secretary make ratification of CED A W a priority. 

~Write letters to President Bush and Secretary of State 
Powell urging them to work for U.S . ratification of CEDA W. 

~ Encourage your Representative to co-sponsor HRES 18. 

~Ask your Senators to urge the Republican and Democratic 
Senate leadership to bring CEDA W to a vote on the floor 
during this Congress. A Senator's role may be particularly 
important if s/he is a member of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee (for full list of committee members, visit 
www.senate.gov/~foreign/). 

Source: The AIDS and Health Care Working Group of the 
Advocacy Network for Africa. Contact Washington Office on 
Africa at www. woaafrica.org 
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Child Soldiers 
It is estimated that more than 120,000 African children 
under the age of eighteen are currently involved in armed 
combat. Most child soldiers are teenagers, but children as 
young as seven have been known to participate in combat 
situations. The following countries have been most 
affected by the use of child soldiers: Algeria, Angola, 
Burundi, Congo-Brazzaville, the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Liberia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Sudan, and 
Uganda. The conflicts between Ethiopia and Eritrea and 
the infighting amongst Somali clans have also led to the 
use of child soldiers in these areas. 

Children are targeted as soldiers for various reasons: they 
are easier to psychologically manipulate than adults; they 
are smaller and require less food than adults; it is more 
difficult for most adult soldiers to rationalize killing a 
child, even though the child is armed; and most children 
do not fully understand the risks involved with armed 
conflict, making them more "fearless" than adults. Not all 
children who are conscripted into government or 
opposition armies are "on the front lines" though- some 
are used as porters, thieves, messengers, or spies. Girls 
are often taken as rebels' wives. Even though they are not 
actively fighting, these children are still considered part of 
the enemy's forces and face the same dangers as the 
soldiers themselves. 

The psychological, physical, spiritual, and social effects 
on child soldiers can be devastating. Many of the children 
become orphaned by the war; some are even forced to kill 
family members. Child soldiers are subjected to 
systematic verbal, mental, and physical abuse by their 
superiors. Girls are often raped. Child soldiers who reach 
demobilization camps are often emaciated from years of 
malnourishment or drug use. Children involved in armed 
conflict are denied an education. Upon return from 
demobilization camps, they are often shunned by a society 
that sees them as cold-blooded killers. 

Recent Developments 
Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United Front (RUF) 
released nearly 600 child soldiers in May 200 1. 
According to aid groups, there are between 5,000- 8,000 
children under the age of eighteen serving in the rebel's 
army. 

To date, 79 countries have signed the Optional Protocol 
to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and four 
have ratified it. The protocol will come into force when 
ten countries have ratified it. The United States has signed 
but not ratified the Optional Protocol. 

The last few months have seen a surge of support for the 
International Criminal Court (ICC), which will try 
perpetrators of genocide, crimes against humanity, and war 
crimes - which includes "using, conscripting, or enlisting" 
children under the age of fifteen. Thirty-two nation states 
have supported the ICC and the Court will come into existence 
after sixty States have ratified its statute. 

The U.S. Campaign to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers is still 
working on its original four goals: encouraging U.S. 
ratification of the Optional Protocol; eliminating U.S. 
military aid that facilitates the use of child soldiers; increasing 
support (on the governmental and non-governmental levels) to 
prevent the conscription of children, and providing support to 
demobilization, rehabilitation, and reintegration efforts; and, 
raising the enlistment age in the U.S. to eighteen. At this time, 
the Campaign is primarily focused on the first three goals. 

On May 10, 2001 , the Campaign helped raise the issue 
of child soldiers at the Capitol Hill Forum on Child Labor. 
Mike Farrell, an actor currently starring in "Providence," and 
Am Cham, a former child soldier from Cambodia who is now 
a human rights activist, spoke to foster support for ratification 
of the Optional Protocol. Senator Wellstone (D-MN) met with 
Mike Farrell and Am Cham for a Congressional staffbriefmg 
later that afternoon. 

Action: Urge your representatives to: 

~ Support the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child concerning children 
and armed conflict, without reservations and specifYing at 
least 18 as the minimum age for all forms of militray 
recruitment. Ensure that this standard is implemented in 
national legislation. 

~ Encourage governments to monitor and respond through 
diplomatic and other channels whenever and wherever children 
are being recruited and used in hostilities, consistently and 
systematically. 

~ Condemn the use of children as soldiers by governments and 
armed opposition groups, demand that such practices cease 
and that children already recruited are demobilised or released 
into safety. 

~ Ratify, and urge other governments to ratifY, the Statute of 
the International Criminal Court to address the recruitment 
and use of children under 15 and ILO Convention 182 on the 
Worst Farms of Child Labor. 
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Network Notes 

Greetings! First of all, I want to congratulate and thank 
all of you who responded our appeal for your active 
support of SAN through your subscription. This surge is 
very encouraging, but we still need your fmancial support 
because SAN needs every single dollar of your 
commitment. 

The Steering Committee of our network met on April 16, 
2001 at the Lutheran Center. Joining us by phone or in 
person were: Samuel Dansokho, Co-coordinator; John 
Berg, treasurer; RussellS. Deloney, Sr.; Dan Heath; 
Benyam Kassahun, ELCAIDGM Secretary for Southern 
and English Speaking Africa; Jim Knutson, acting 
chairman; Sue Larson, Lutheran Policy Office, 
Wisconsin; Theresa Molgren; Michele Robinson. Mark 
Brown and Deimis Fredo with the Lutheran Office of 
Government Affairs. 

The spirit was very positive and the energy high on that 
Easter Moiiday! In his opening statement Jim Knutson, 
the present chair, noted that it was appropriate that we are 
meeting in the "Easter Room" on Easter Monday because 
it is a transition time for South Africa and Namibia and a 
strategic time for our organization as we discuss our 
future goals. The Steering Committee confmned and 
affirmed that SAN has experienced a "paradigm shift", 
and we should move forward with a change. There was a 
strong consensus for issue orientation rather than regional 
or country focus. 

Our network is thankful for the dedication and the vision 
of the pioneers who courageously and prophetically put 

on the agenda Namibia, South Africa and the struggle against 
Apartheid. Through their efforts a rich network of committed 
people has been established. The time has come to 
acknowledge the needs and signs of the present times. Our 
sisters and brothers of the South African region are faced with 
the same issues than the rest of the continent. To be faithful 
to the same prophetic spirit that initiated SAN we have to 
tackle some of those issues facing the whole continent. 

In this spirit SAN is committed to joining hands with Stand 
with Africa Campaign as well as becoming a member of the 
Jubilee USA Network. We affmned our commitment to 
ongoing issues of HIV I AIDS, human rights, hunger and 
development across the continent and continued coverage of 
unfolding events seldom found in our own media. 

SAN will be present at both Global Mission Events this 
summer, by a workshop (Global University) and a landmine 
drama (GlobeFest). 

SAN has still a unique contribution to make. We call upon one 
another to build on the strengths of the network and make this 
network even more a visible presence. We encourage 
members and friends in local churches and communities to see 
themselves as central to this work. All efforts will be made in 
this sense, because we people are the real wealth and a primer 
tool of change. Your support, participation, prayers and 
presence are greatly appreciated as we continue to move with 
our African sisters and brothers. We are waiting with 
anticipation for your input! 
May God bless Africa! 

Samuel Dansokho, SAN Coordinator 

The Southern Africa Network of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (SAN) is a membership organization of individuals, 
task forces, congregations, divisions and commissions of the churchwide office. We are committed to educating ourselves and 
others about the struggle for justice in Southern Africa, understanding the linkages between racism in the U.S. and Africa and 
deepening our relationships with the churches and people of Southern Africa. Because events on the African continent both 
impact and are impacted by countries such as South Africa and Namibia, SAN also seeks to become more aware of the 
continent at large, viewing it through the lens of the southern African region. 

Get connected! Stay connected! 
Yes, I want to become/remain part of the Southern Africa Network- ELCA and receive the newsletter 

0 regularly. Enclosed is my annual membership fee. 

"' ,, _Individual ($25.00) _Local Church o~rganization ($50.00) _Synod ($100.00) 
_I would like to remain a member, but am nable to contribute the full amount 
_ Here is an additional contribution _ Pie se remove me from your mailing list 

Name.-:-:---------------------- Day/evening phone ________ _ 
Organization-------------------- Email address-----------Address _________________________________________________________________ _ 

Please return to: Southern Africa Network- ELCA, 1507 E. 53'd Street, 0074, Chicago, IL 60615 
Coordinator phone: 773-624-0892 Email :_ SDansokho@aol.com 
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Important Message to Our . . 
Readers!!! __ .. ; .'·'· • •l' 

~~-. . ..· 

Periodically we will edit our mailing list in order to 
include only those who are cyp-ently members of th~. 
Network or who wish to keep abreast of what is takillg 
place on the African continent through the newsletter. 

• . 5' 

Please help us with this task by filling out and sending the 
form on page 15. If you wish to receive the'hewsletter, 
please include a contribution of at least $25 .00 ·· · 
(individual), $50 (local church or organization), 6( $100 
(Synod) to help cover the various associated costs. If you 
are on a lirllited income and unable to meet the ilbove 

. costs, but would like to remain a part ef'tJ;le network and 
receive the newsletter, please let us kt!ow on the response 
form. If we;:. do not hear from you, we will assume that you 
do not Wish to remain on the mailing list. Thank you for 
your help and may God bless Africa. 

. . ..~-... 

Southern Africa Network - ELCA 
1507 E. 53rc1 Street, #67 4 
Chicago, Illinois 60615 

Elizabeth Landis 
1095 Park Avenue. #8A 
New York, NY 10123-1154 
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