
There comes a time when words are insufficient, pronouncements are 
vague, resolutions are inadequate, legislations are null and void, and 
such a time is right now. It is now time for action. Rev. Tim 
McDonald, 6/86 

WHY NONVIOLENT CIVIL 
DISOBEDIENCE? 

• No major social change movement has ever succeeded in this 
country without civil disobedience playing a significant role in its 
activities. The American revolution, the abolition of slavery, labor 
organizing, women's suffrage, the civil rights movement, the campaign 
to end the Vietnam Vlar, the opposition to nuclear power, and now the 
anti-apartheid divestment movement all use civil disobedience as an 
important and often central tactic. 

• Nonviolent civil disobedience has important effects on a 
political movement. It demonstrates the firm commitment of a movement 
to success. It highlights the serious moral and political issues at 
stake and exposes the moral bankrupcy of establishment leaders. It 
galvanizes group solidarity and dramatically seizes public attention 
and respect. 

The shanty by Bachman Hall is a· co.rithtuing S(;ene o(~nti-a~artheid protest. · 
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Extensive violations of human rights by the South African authorities 
have concerned Amnesty International for many years. Recently, these 
violations have escalated further in the wake of widespread black 
protest against apartheid. Prisoners of conscience are imprisoned and 
banned. Thousands of suspected government opponents have been detained 
without trial. Detainees are frequently reported to have been 
tortured. Hany have died in detention. Amnesty International is 
concerned about possible government involvement in the murder and 
ndisappearance" of several know·n critics of the go-v·ernment and about 
the lack of official investigation into hundreds of deaths in the 
course of the unrest, :most as a result of police shootings. 

Amnesty International, March 1986 

JOIN. THE 1JH 
PARTICIPATE 
PROGRAMS. NOW. 

SHANTY MOVEMENT AND 
IN ITS EDUCATIONAL 
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