
At the Organizing Conference to Stop South African Coal, held in Atlanta on February 1 
and 2, the featured speaker was Tapson Mawere, the official North American representative 
of the Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU). Despite the urgent programmatic and 
material needs implicit in the analysis he presented in his speech, none of the proposals 
submitted to the conference referred to ZANU or called for support to ZANU. 

On the second day, a special workshop on ZANU support was added to the agenda, 
conducted by Tapson. About 30 of the 170 who attended the conference attended this 
workshop. 

Following is a report of that workshop, delivered to the final plenary session of the 
conference by Theresa Perry of Birmingham. When she moved the proposals contained in 
the report, she was ruled out of order by the chairman, Malcolm Suber, of the Atlanta 
chapter of the African Liberation Support Committee. After a fierce debate (at one point 
Tapson Mawere himself, the honored guest of the conference, was not allowed to speak), 
the body voted to uphold the chair, killing the proposals by a parliamentary maneuver. 

In addition to our concern about this insult to Tapson Mawere and ZANU, whose specific 
requests for support were rejected by the conference, we were faced with a practical 
problem: the proposals approved by the conference, targeting actions against South African 
Coal and the Southern Company, are feasible in the port where the coal will arrive (Mobile), 
at the power plants where the coal will be burned (northern Florida), and in the areas served 
by the Southern Company and its subsidiaries (most of Alabama and Georgia, and a little bit 
of southeastern Mississippi); for other areas of the South, very little effective action can be 
mobilized with this single issue orientation. 

So the people who want to conduct a campaign over a broader area, and who want to 
work specifically on building support for ZANU, have agreed to begin by setting up 
speakingffundraising events for Tapson, to be coordinated by: 

in conjunction with 

Black Military Resistance League 
Box 6289 

Norfolk, VA 23508 
phone (804) 623-0772 and 627-4095 

Paul Irish 
American Committee on Africa 

164 Madison Ave. 
New York, NY 10016 
phone (212) 532-3200 

Everyone who wants to participate in this campaign should contact Norfolk right away, if 
possible within the next week. 

Ken Lawrence 

WORKSHOP REPORT 

In the workshop on Support for ZANU, the following is some information provided by 
Tapson. 

Let me begin by summarizing this information, and finally by focusing on recommend
ations we would like to make to the body in light of this information. 

It was stated by Tapson that stopping the coal will not effectively deliver a blow against 
the South African government by itself, It is, however, a good wedge, because the coal 



might hurt U.S. miners. So it gives us an opportunity for two things: 

1 )To build a revolutionary movement here, and 
2)To build support for revolutionary movements already going on in 

Africa. 

Finally, boycotts help, but revolution will be won by armed struggle. 

ZANU is at the center of the struggle because the liberation of Zimbabwe will provide the 
necessary base for the liberation struggle in South Africa. 

For this reason, and other reasons, the U.S. and other NATO countries have focused their 
support for the South African racist regime and the Smith regime. Tapson reiterates that 
ZANU is strong, and without outside support, the Smith regime would have fallen in the last 
nine months. 

In light of the above, the workshop makes the following recommendations to the general 
body: 

Recommendation One-That this coalition should have as one of its major 
thrusts to support ZANU and the Zimbabwe liberation struggle, and that this 
should be put forth with at least the same force as the "Stop the Coal" issue. 

Recommendation Two-That the slogans Support ZANU and Support the 
Zimbabwe Liberation Struggle be added to the approved proposal. 

Finally, in our discussions, in terms of concrete actions, the workshop discussed the 
following: 

1) A combined program of material aid and a publicity campaign, and 
2) Campaigns to: 

Close Down the Rhodesian Information Office 
Repeal the Byrd Amendment 

U.S. and NATO: Hands Off Africa 

In terms of a structure to take up and develop a support movement for ZANU, Black 
Military Resistance League will, in conjunction with Tapson and ACOA, be a central 
coordinating place. 

Finally, we feel that recommendations one and two seriously consider the suggestions of 
Tapson, and act on the principle of self-determination for African people, in that we listen 
seriously to what kind of help Africans see as necessary. 

Theresa Perry 


