
NATIONAL OFFICE 

NATDONAL 
LAWYERS 

GUILD 853 BROADWAY, ROOM 1705, NEW YORK, NY 10003 (212) 260-1360 

December 24, 1984 

Dear Chapter Contact: 

The Fr e e South Africa movement has captured the 
i magination of the U.S. public and is drawing more and 
more o rganizations and individuals into organized 
a c t ivi ty against apartheid. By this letter, we hope to 
begin a process of encouraging stronger Guild involvement 
i n thi s movement and greater coordination between Guild 
chapters and members engaged ~n anti-apartheid work. 

Our first task is to restructure the Guild's Southern 
Africa network. If there are Guild members in your 
chapter who are currently involved in anti-apartheid 
work, please send us their names, phone numbers and 
addresses immediately. If there is no one in your 
chapter currently involved in this work, please designate 
someon e in your chapter to be the local Guild contact. We 
i nt end to start sending out information on the movement 
in general and on Guild activities in particular on a 
regular basis. We will also be assembling informational 
and legal resources (sample divestment legislation, 
b rief s, etc.) for Guild chapters and members to use. 
Si nce our financial resources are limited, it is critical 
tha t we know which Guild members are prepared to take 
r e sponsibility for this work, and who we should contact 
in c a se of any emergency mobilization. 

Enclosed is a brief description of the Free South Africa 
movment and of lawyers involvement in that movement. 
Guild chapters and individual members can contribute to 
this movement in a variety of ways. 

1. If you are not already, become involved in whatever local 
anti-apartheid network exists in your area. 

2. Organize a "Lawyers Against Apartheid Day" in your area 
and encourage the participation of local bar 
associations, law schools and other legal groups. 

3. Help form an ongoing coalition of local legal groups to 
provide legal support for the Free South Africa Movement, 
and help educate your chapter, the bar and law students 
on legal aspects of the struggle against apartheid. 

4. Introduce resolutions in more mainstream bar associations 
conde mning on the U.S. policy of "constructive 
engage ment" with the South African govern me nt and U.S. 
s upport for South Africa's illegal occu pa tion of Namibia. 
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5. Support and, if needed, draft state and city divestment 
legislation. 

6. Keep the national office informed of any work your 
chapter is doing in this area. 

We don't need to tell you how critical this work or the 
Guild's involvement in it is, so we won't. What we do 
wa nt to stress is the need for greater coordination of 
t h is work, for information-sharing and the formation of a 
working network of Guild activists in this area. 

Please complete the form below and return it promptly. 
I f you need further information about the Free South 
Africa movement or about particular activities, please 
contact either of us at bhe numbers listed below. 

In solidarity, 

Vicki Erenstein 
Southern Africa Committee 

(212)867-2100 (w) 
(212)866-6484 (h) 

Lisa Biow 
National Office 

.. (212) 260-1360 

----------------------------------------------------------- ~----

Local Southern Africa Contacts 

1. Name: Phone; 

Address; 

2. Name; PhOD~~~;~. _____ ~---

Address; 

3. Name: Phone; 

Address; 

Pl ease send info for e ve ryone in your chapter actively 
involved in work on Southern Africa. 



TO: All NLG Chapters 
RE: Free South Africa Movement 

BACKGROUND ON THE MOVEMENT 

On November 21, director of Trans-Africa Randall Robinson, 
former EEOC chair Eleanor Holmes Norton, U.S. Civil Rights 
commissioner Marion Berry and Ivashington, D.C. Congressional 
Re presentative Walter Fauntleroy were arrested at the south 
African Consulate in Washington in protest of the ~t.b,f;iQ 
r egime in South Africa and the Reagan administration's 
policy of "c onstructive e'nga ge me nt" with aparth,f;ig. On that 
day, they announced the initiation of the Free South Africa 
Moveme nt. This burgeoning mo vme nt is a re s ponse to the 
recent upsurge of demonstrations, strikes, boyc otts and 
arrests currently taking place inside South Africa. 

Since Nove mber, "Free South Africa" demonstrations have 
t a ken place in 15 U.S. cities.* More than 300 people, most 
of them prominent religious~ trade union or civil rights 
personalities and electe9 officials, have been arrested. 
Daily pickets and arrests are taking place in front of the 
South African consulates in Washington and New York. A 
national steering committee of the movement has been 
established. The four princi~al demands of the movement 
call for the release of the detained labor leaders in South 
Africa, freedom for all political prisoners, convening of a 
constitutional convention in South Africa which would 
include the participation of Nelson Mandela and other 
genuine leaders of the people, and an end to the Reagan 
administration's policy of constructive engagement. The 
daily picket lines and arrests are planned to continue 
indefinitely. In addiiton, the movement is encouraging 
support for federal, state and city divestment legislation. 
An omnibus anti-apartheid bill is being prepared for 
introduction in Congress in February. Plans are being made 
for a massive demonstration in Washington at the time of 
Reagan's State of the Union address. Local demonstrations 
are ,expected to take place in many more cities. 

The Free South Africa Movement is not an organization, but a 
broad alliance of all groups in the United States opposed to 
apart~. It has given expression to the vast 
anti-apartheid sentiment among the U.S. people. The 
movement has grown much faster than the loose organizational 
structure which has been created to coordinate the 
demonstrations. The objective of the movement is to 
encourage organizations and individuals to develop their own 
anti-aparthe id activities and at th~ same time to coordinate 
wi th all of the other forces in the movenlent. 

* Washington, D.C., Pittsburgh, Clevelnad, New York, 
Hous to n, Los Angel e s, Se a ttle, Chic ago, At l an t a , Miami, 
Eos ton, San Francisco, Newark, Minneapolis, Portland, 
Berkeley, and Albany, N.Y. 



LAWYERS INVOLVEMENT IN THE MOVEMENT 

NCBL and Guild attorneys have participated in the , 
representation of the arrestees from Free South Africa 
demonstrations, as well as participating in the 
demonstrations themselves. During the first week of 
demonstrations in New York, our president Barbara Dudley was 
arrested, along with NCBL co-chair Haywood Burns. 

Washington, D.C. currently has the most organized and 
broad-based lawyers' anti-apartheid network. Gay MacDougal 
of the Lawyers Co mmittees on Civil Rights under Law, 
Southern Africa Project has i ni tiated a call for a "Lawye rs 
Against Apartheid Day" on January 8, and an Ad-Hoc Co mm ittee 
for Lawyers Against Apartheid Day has been for me d to 
organize a demonst r ation at the South African con su late on 
that day. The committee includes repre se ntatives from the 
Guild, NCBL, ACLU, local minority bar associations and local 
law schools. Each representative has committed her or 
himself to going back to her/his organization, sending 
notices of the demonstration to its membership, establishing 
a phone tree of members, and personally urging co-workers to 
turn out for the demonstration on the 8th. Although the 
co a lition was formed to organize for the demonstration, it 
pl a ns to be ongoing and has already begun c oordinating legal 
support for future demonstrat10ns. 

Guild chapters in other major cities are working with other 
organizations to orgznize similar de monstrations at South 
African consulates, government offices or companies which 
either sell Krugerrands or do extensive business with South 
Africa. Guild law school chapters have helped mobilize their 
student bodies to participate in local demonstrations. 
Guild chapters have also begun to organize networks of 
attorneys, legal workers and law students to act as legal 
observors and defense teams for local demonstrations. In 
addition, Guild members have begun introducing 
anti-apartheid resolutions in the bar associations to which 
they belong, and working to mobilize support for the Free 
South Africa Movement and for local divestment initiatives 
in the broader legal community. 
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