
TESTIMONY OF RENEE H. FURUYAMA (HAWAII COMMITTEE FOR AFRICA, UH CHAPTER) BEFORE THE 
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII BOARD OF REGENTS ON NOVEMBER 7, 1986 

Aloha, my name is Renee Furuyama speaking to you on behalf of the Hawaii 

Committee for Africa, UH Chapter. I have been active in the anti-apartheid movement 

for over a year because I am deeply concerned about :t.he social injustice in South 

Africa and committed to its ~eradication. At a time when thousands of Black South 

Africans are being killed and imprisoned, I am compelled to support their call 

for divestment. 

This past summer,·I was ,invited to testify before the United Nations on 

Hawaii's role in the anti~apartheid movement with 25 other students from universities 

across the United States. At the hearing, the UN representatives were extremely 

interested in my testimony because a great deal of Hawaii's history parallels 

present-day South Africa. 

You may ask, why should we at the University of Hawaii be interested in 

divestment since South Africa is halfway around the world? Our interest in divestment 

of the University's $3 million linked to South Africa lies in the history of our own 

struggles toward a multi-racial, multi-ethnic society. Our struggles in the past, 

here and on the mainland, have the following parallels with the struggles unfolding 

in South Africa today: 

l)The Hawaiian people, the indigenous people of this state, initially owned this 

land until colonialism set in. From that point in time and the decades to 

follow all political, economic and social power belonged to a small white minority. 

For.the indigenous 24 million Black South Africans the situation is worse. 

Since colonialism began there in the 1600's, the white minority has through the 

centuries gradually robbed and presently denies any political, economic and 

social power to the Black majority. 

2)While Hawaii was under colonial rule, the onset of the sugar industry and the 

advent of c:apitalism required cheap labor. Thus the Portuguese, Filipinos, 

Chinese, Puerto Ricans, Japanese and Koreans were brought in to slave on the 

plantation!;). Today, in South Africa, the multinationals are exploiting black 

labor under conditions that are no more desirable than the conditions that our 

forefathers slaved under. 
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3)In order to maintain control over the plantation laborers and prevent them ·.,. 

from combining forces against the white minority, the plantation owners in 

Hawaii separated each .ethnic group into different plantati0n camps. 

In South Africa, the racist white minority re@ime enforces the same 

strategy of divide and rule by separating Black South Africans according 

to tribes in different "homelands", comprised of the country's most 

desolate land. 

4)The onset of World War.II was particularly devastating for Japanese-Americans. 

A large number of Japanese-Americans were forced off their own property in 

their own country and made to live in concentration camps. This was due 

to racism in this society. In South Aff.ica, the situation is also painful. 

Black South Africans are continually being bulldozed off of their own 

property in their own country and forced to live and die in barren "homelands" 

due.to the ingrained racism of that society. To make the situation worse, 

the white regime has made it unlawful for Black South Africans to own land in 

most areas. 

S)During World War II, the U.S. Government acting out of racism; fear and 

lack of trust banned the Japanese community here in Hawaii from printing 

their newspaper "The Hawaii Hochi", and denied them freedom of the press. 

Similarly, in South Africa all publications of Black South Africans that 

challenge apartheid are arbitrarily banned as our major organizations 

such as the African National Congres·s and Pan Africanist Congress. 

These are some of the parallels between Hawaii's history of oppression 

and present-day South Africa. The only difference between the two situations is 

that the type of government in Hawaii has enabled all ethnic groups to eventually 

gain more power within the structure. The situation in South Africa, however, 

is horrendous because racism is the backbone embodied in law of the structures 

denying all Black South Africans any access to power, freedom, and equality. 
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If your roots are here in Hawaii, you know of the struggles your parents went 

through, your grandparents went through, and your forefathers went through just to 

make Hawaii a better place for you to live! So now that you are sitting on top, 

and you have the power to control the destiny of other people's lives, do you 

perpetuate an oppressive system or do you continue fighting for justice?!!! 

For those of you who do not have your roots in Hawaii or any oppressed 

culture, I am quite sure to be in your position today you made it a point to 

familiarize yourself with the struggles that comprise most of Hawaii's history. 

I assume you have the awareness and sensitivity towards understanding why the 

people of Hawaii and the students and faculty of this University refuse to support 

any system of legalized racism. 

If you are unable- .to make the right decision and would like to get a feel 

of what it is like to be a Black South AErican (whose leaders have called for 

divestment) then I suggest that you spend'a night in the shanties as UH students, 

faculty and community supporters have been doing for the past month. Living in 

the campus shanties is better than the situation facing Black South Africans. But 

perhaps you will get a taste o£ ·what life is like in S.outh ·Afri~a when on this ' i. 

campus at 2AM every morning people drive by and harass you,at:_the shanties with 

loud shouts of: "I agree with Simone not to divest! I hate Blacks!" 

By divesting now, the Univers;i;ty of Hawaii will be showing its way of thinking 

globally and acting locally. I urge you to divest now! 

AMANDLA! 

NGWETHU! 

AMANDLA! 

NGWETHU! 

AMANDLA! 

NGWETHU! 

Mahala. 
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