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!ntrodugtor,y Note 

This is a capsule report of some of the activities of the staff of the 
American Committee on A.frida covering the last several i·reeks. This is being se."lt 
out to the Executive Board, the Nctional Committee, and a number o.f .friends of the 
Committee. A similar report will be sent out from time to time to keep those most 
interested in the work of the Committee apprised of its many activities. 

1. South Africa 

a. The Committee initiated the basic document of a campaign against 
apartheid, APPEAL FOR ACTION AGAINST APARTHEID. Through a letter from Chief 
Lutuli and Martin Luther King, about 150 prominent people .from various parts o.f the 
world have joined as sponsors for this Appeal for Action. By Human Rights Day, 
December lOth, the Committee will have circulated 200,000 copies of this call to 
action. Organizations in Great Britain, France, Holland, Germany, India, and a 
good many countries of Africa will be cooperating in taking some special action 
on Human Rights Day, December lOth, against South Africa's apartheid policy. 

In this country, student organizations, many churches, and trade unions 
will be cooperating with the effort. There should be special meetings, demon
strations, and church services on and around December lOth in cooperation with 
this campaign. 

b. Pamphlet on "South African Crisis and United States Policy": This 
paper was originally prepared as a background study. In its mimeographed form, it 
has received a fine response, and it was decided to print it as a pamphlet. 
Special funds have been raised to make the printing of the pamphlet possible. An 
initial printing of 6,000 copies is now being arranged and the pamphlet should be 
in our hands by the first week of December. 

c. The Executive Director has written letters to the Secretary of State, 
the Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs, and the Ambassador to the 
United Nations twice during recent weeks urging the United States to take a 
strong stand for an economic quarantine of South Africa. Our replies to these 
letters have come from George McGhee, Under Secretary of State for Political 
Affairs, and Ambassador Francis T.P. Plimpton, of the United States Mission to 
the UN, stating that the US is no longer sending arms to South Africa that can be 
used for enforcing apartheid, but is not yet ready to back sanctions. 

d. Communications have been sent to many organizations urging that they 
state their position on the apartheid problem, urging economic action by the 
United States. 
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e. The Committee has worked closely with Mr. Robert Resha, a leader of 
the AfricBn National Congress who came to the United Nations to lobby at the time 
the apartheid issue was being debated; and with Potlako Leballo and Nana Mahomo, 
leadP.rs of the Pan-Africanist Congress, who came for the same reason. Several 
meet~_ngs wel'E~ crranged for all of these representatives in order that they might 
express their positions on the South African crisis. 

f. On October 22, the American Committee on Africa joined with CORE, the 
Negro American Labor CoUncil, Post War World Council and the World Peace Brizade 
in sponsoring a poster walk at the South African consulate protesting against 
apartheid. George Houser joined with Norman Thomas, James Farmer, the Rev. 
Michael Scott, A.J. Muste and Bayard Rustin in delivering a note to the 
Consul stating our position. 

a. During the time that the United Nations was considering the cr1s1s 
in Southern Rhodesia, the Committoe worked closely witn the ~any petitioners who 
were here from Southern Rhodesia, including Nathan Shamuyarira, Enoch Dumbatshena, 
and Paul Mushonga. The office mimeographed statements which the petitioners made 
before the Fourth Committee of the General Assembly. 

b. A meeting of organizational representatives was called by the ACOA in 
order to discuss the Southern Rhodesian situation and to urge the United States 
Government to back a reopening of negotiations with African representatives leading 
to a new constitution which would at least give African representatives equality 
in the Parliament. 

c. Letters expressing the opinion of the Oommittee were sent to the 
Secretary of State, Ambassador Stevenson at the US Mission to the UN, and other 
governmental leaders. At the instigation of the Committee, many individuals and 
organizations wrote to Mr. Jonathan Bingham, the US Representative on the Trustee
ship Council and key representatives on the Fourth Committee, urging a position 
in line with ours on this question. 

3. Petitioners at the United Nations 

In addition to petitioners from Southern Rhodesia and South Africa who 
have been mentioned above, the Committee has continued its work with other pe
titioners: Sam Nujoma, Jacob Kuhangua, Jariretundu Kozonguizi, Rev. Marcus 
Kooper and Mburumba Kerina, all of South West Africa; J.J. Nquku of Swaziland, 
and Messrs. Kolisang and Chakela of Basutoland. 

4. Emergency Relief to Angola and Africa Defense and Aid Fung 

Arrangements have been finalized for the Committee, through its Emergency 
Relief to Angola program to send Dr. Ian Gilchrist to work in the Congo and at the 
Angola border. Dr. Gilchrist, as the son of a missionary, lived in Angola for 
many years. He presently is working at a hospital in Sierra Leone, but will go 
to the Congo early in January, 1963. Dr. Gilchrist will work among Angolan 
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refugees in the Congo and also will take some trips into northern Angola in the 
revolt area itself. ERA has continued to send medical supplies through the~ervice 
for the Assistance of Angolan Refugees in Leopoldville. 

Since September the Defense and Aid Fund has given a total of $813.25 
of which $313.25 has gone to petitioners and $500.00 to Africa, largely for 
refugees from South and. South West Africa. 

Until our Emergency Relief to Angola program is operating on a larger 
basis, it must be the first consideration of the ADAF. 

5. The A!nerican Negro I:eadership Conference on Africa 

The American Committee on Africa initiated a conference primarily for 
Negro leadership which was held the weekend immediately following Thanksgiving 
at Columbia University's Arden House. About 100 leaders from the Negro community 
were present at this conference to state their concern about American policy toward 
Africa. The invitation letter was signed by Roy Willdns, Executive Secretary of 
the NAACP, A. Philip Randolph of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, Martin 
Luther King of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, James Farmer ,of 
CORE, Dorothy Height of the National Council of Negro Women, and Whitney Young of 
the National Urban League. The conference has had great importance as the first 
conference of its kind to be held. The ACOA was well represented on the Planning 
Committee by Hope Stevens, Frank Montero, David Jones, James Farmer and George 
Houser. 

6, Dr. Cassim M. Jadwat 

Dr. Jadwat, a South African of Indian origin, came originally to the 
United States on an Exchange Visitor's Visa. He applied to make this a permanent 
immigrant's visa but this was denied for a long t~e and he was on the point of 
being deported, Finally, efforts on his behalf by our Committee and many other 
individuals succeeded in achieving a waiver of Public Law 555 which gave him a 
stay of exportation but did not put him under any particular immigration quota. 
Subsequently it was discovered that under our immigration laws Dr. Jadwat could 
not be admitted to the United States under the South A!rican quota, but only under 
the Indian quota, which has a very long waiting list. This has made it impossible 
for Dr. Jadwat to take his medical exams in New York State admitting him to 
practice here. He is working as an anaesthetist at Grasslands Hospital in West
chester County. The Committee is continuing to work on this case so that Dr. 
Jadwat might be given a permanent visa to enter the United States. We are in 
touch with many groups and individuals and are coordinating the effort to right 
the wrong which is being done Dr. Jadwat. 

7. Visitors of Note 

Among those with whom we have been in touch or who have been in the office 
recently are: the Honorable Tom Mboya, Minister of Labor in the Kenya Government; 
Mrs. Helen Suzman, the only Progre~sive Party member of the South African Parlia
ment; Professor I. Potekhin, Directop of the Africa Institute in Moscow; the Hon
orable Jason Sendwe, Vice-Premier of the Re~JbJic of the Coneo (Leopoldville); 

.. / .. 
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Bishop Ralph Dodge, Methodist Bishop in the Rhodesias, and in the Portuguese ter
ritories of Angola and Mozambique. 

S. Conferences, Speeches, Radio and TV 

During the last few weeks the Executive Director and the Editor of 
AFRICA TODAY attended the annual conference of the Africa Studies Association in 
Washington. Valuable contacts were made for the Committee and a significant 
amount of our literature was distributed. George Houser has been a principal 
speaker at a conference on African affairs held at Buclcnell University in Lewis
jurg, Pennsylvania and at American University in Washington, D.C. He has been 
on three radio programs and two television programs. 

Radio interviews have been arranged by Collin Gmnze for Robert Resha 
of the African National Congress and for Potlako Leballo of the Pan-Africanist 
Congress, both of South Africa. 

9. AFRICA TODAY and Literature 

The operations governing AFRICA TODAY have been thoroughly reorganized. 
The format has been changed so as to allow for the use of newsprint, thus 
reducing printing costs to about $400 an issue. An announcement of a raise in 
annual subscription rates from $3.50 to $5.00 was sent out with the October issue 
and the renewal response has been excellent. Apparently, AFRICA TODAY is being 
read widely. 

A pamphlet entitled "South African Crisis and United States Policy" 
based on a position paper written by Collin Gonze, George Houser and Perry 
Sturges, was expected to appear as Africa Today Prunphlet Number 5 around Human 
Rights Day, December lOth. The initial run is for 6,000 copies to sell at $1.00 
each. 

10. Membership 

Promotional mailings during 1962, including those for ERA, will total 
more than 350,000 pieces, The result has been not only increased income (more 
than offset by increased expenses) but also significant growth of membership in 
the American Committee. By late November, more than 12,000 people are on our 
mailing list--excluding all those who have not given since 1959. The total list 
exceeds 17,000. 

Mailings to the membership, including recently George Houser's letter 
and Suggestions for Implementation of the Campaign Against Apartheid, the earlier 
Congo Statement and Basic Brochure, serve to bring our contributors closer to the 
organization, and with some, to involve them in projects such as the anti-apar
theid protests. 

Membership growth is the basis upon which we believe we can work our way 
out of the persistent and perennial deficit. 

. ./ .. 
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11. ~ffice 

By Jcmuary lst the American Committee on Africa will move to a new 
address at 211 East 43rd Street on the second floor. This is new office space 
that will be air-conditioned and made to fit the needs of the Committee. A five
year lease has been signed. The rent will be a little less expensive than it is 
in our present location. The space will be more adequate. 
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