
Minutes; of the 
EXECUTIVE BOi\RD of the 

AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON AFRICA 
June 101 1957 

Present: Donald Harrington-Chairman; Nelson Bengston, Dorothy Dunbar Bromley, 
Sidney Hertzberg, George Edmund Haynes, Keith Irvine, Gilbert Jonas, 

Elizabeth Landis, Frank Montero, A.J. Muste, Elliott Newcomb, Bayard Rustin, 
William x. Scheinman, Adelaide Schulkind, George«. Shepherd, Jr~ William Sorsby1 
Phyl]is Susskind, Peter Weia$; Dale Harrison, George Rouser--staff. 

Minutes of Last Meetiniu The minutes of the last meeting were unanimously approvede 

Report on Mrs. Hooperz George Houser reported that the ACOA held a press confer-
ence for Mrs. Mary-!.Duise Hooper, American citizen who 

returned to the United States June 4th from South Africa where she is currently 
fighting the Government on a Deportation order, Dr. T.E. Donges, the Minister of 
the Interior, signed the deportation order, but has at no time preferred charges 
against Mrs. Hooper. Mrs. Hooper has stated that she conscientiously obeyed all 
South African laws and feels that her friendship with non-whites and their poli
tical organizations, Which is perfectly legal, caused the Minister to take his 
action. She is suing the Government for t[01 000 for false arrest, and in a second 
suit, to have the deportation order set aside because she was not granted a heav
ing before it was issued. The press conference was well attended qy representatives 
from seven newspapers, magazines and wire services. The ACOA is holding a reception 
for Mrs. Hooper on Thursday, June 7th, at the home of Mrs. Elizabeth Lsndis. 

Report on Ambrose Reeves: G. Houser stated that .Ambrose Reeves, Anglican Bishop 
of Johannesburg, will arrive in the United States June 

24th for a six week stay. He will be here primarily to attend a meeting of the 
World Council of Churches in New Haven on whose Central Committee he serves. On 
Thursday, June 24th, the ACOA is holding a luncheon for Bishop Reeves (he is Chai~ 
man of the Tre~son Trials Defense Committee in the Union) at the Midston House, 
which will serve as an opportunity for fund raising. Bishop Reeves will speak on 
the Native Laws Amendment Bill about which he is exceedingly well informed. The 
Bill affects interracial gatherings such as those of the Church, the Liberal Pa~ty, 
and the South African Institute of Race Relations, and provides that the Minister 
of Native Affairs may prohibit Africans from attending church services in white 
areas if their presence is considered a nuisance. The Bishop has declared virtual 
civil disobedience to the :Jill should it be signed into law by the Minister. 

Reorganization of National Committee: That John Gunther has agreed to sign a letter 
inviting additional membership in the Nation

al Committee was announced by George Houser. It was moved that a Nominating Com
mittee (Gilbert Jonas, Frank Montero-Acting Chairman, Elliott Newcomb, Phyllis 
Susskind, and George Houser) submit to members fo the Executive Board by mail a 
list of candidates to the National Committee for approval by the Board, that any 
nominee receiving five negative votes or more muld not be elected, and that there 
be a time limLt ·in submitting approval of the list of candidates. 

New Executive Board Members: Nelson Bengston, Sidney Hertzberg, Elizabeth Landis, 
and Phyllis Susskind were welcomed to the Executive 

!!aldwin Statement: A motion referring Roger Baldwin's draft statement on the 
freedom of colonial peoples to an ad hoc committee for further 



discussion was passed unanimously. Members of the comnittee will be I:brothy 
Dunbar Bromley, Elizabeth Landis, and George Shepherd--Acting Chairman. 

Finance Reportt It was moved and unanimously passed to accept the Finance Report. 
Bills are not always paid as received; there is a normal lag, 

George Houser said. We are not in a financial crisis, Peter Weiss added. Our 
relations with the Oram organization are continuing, finance mailings are constant
ly in the works; if there should be a crisis an emergency session of the Executive 
Board would be called, he continued. It was observed that although the Finance 
Committee can make plans for fund raising, it cannot undertake the solicitation of 
all such funds. The Executive Board can cooperate in individual solicitations. 

Declaration of Conscience: Suggestionson the content and wording of the Dec-
laration of Conscience are welcomed, George Houser 

said. (Recommendations should be submitted to the 1xecutive Director or Gilbert 
Jonas, .by Friday, June 14th if possible. Houser added that the ACOAfs efforts to 
enlighten world opinion on South Africa's apartheid policies would culminate in a 
large meeting on Human Rights Day, December lOth. The site fort his meeting haS> 
not yet been decided on; several auditoriums so far contacted have alreaqy been 
scheduled for other events. (suggested sites would be helpful)o It is hoped that 
the meeting here in New York will be supplemented by other roosting; abroad in lon
don, Continental Europe, Africa, Asia, as well as in other cities of the United 
States. 

Committee Operation During Executive ~r~tor's ~bsence: George Houser said that 
while he was on his six

week African trip a Standing Committee of 3 (Frank Montero, George Shepherd, and 
Gilbert Jonas--to be replaced by Peter Weiss in late July) '\\'Ould be ready to adviae 
office staff members concerning problems on which they may need consultation. (See 
attached for Houser's African itinerary) 

Greetings Resolution: It was resolved that both George Houser and PeterWeiss e~ 
tend the AOOA's official greetings to all friends of the 

Committee they mqy meet during their respective trips to Africa. 

AFRICA TODAY: G. Houser announced that a special issue of AFRICA TODAY was being 
planned for the Nov.-Dec. magazine to coincide with other ACOA 

activities spotlighting South Africa. 

A. J. Muste and the American Forum: The American Forum for Socialist Education has 
received some inaccurate and adverse publicity 

in the press recently, and may be subject to a Congressional inquiry headed by 
James 0. Eastland, Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Comni ttee. The Forum, accord-
ing to its Chairman, A.J. Muste, member of ACOA's Executive Board, was founded to 
bring about free discussion of socialist ideas among all groups of the left 
(Social Democrats to Communist party members) here in the United States. 

Concern has been expressed by various Board members within the last few weeks 
that association by Mr. Muste with a group so misrepresented by the press as to its 
objectives and, therefore, equally misunderstood by the public, might do the ACOA 
incalculable harm for several reasons, namely: that the ACOA might be branded as 
a Co~unist-front organization among the publically uninformed; that the ACOA' s; 
financial drawing powere might be lessened because of this association in the 
public mind; and that the AOOA 1s ability to get Americans representative of all 
spheres of political, economic and religious life to associate with it would be 
weakened. 



However, some Board members felt that if in its endeavor to create a free and 
democratic Africa the AOOA in its own membershiP tried to restrict individuals 
regarding association with groups outside the AOOA, then the Board would be dic
tating to an individual conscience in a manner contrary to this same free and dem
ocratic spirit, i.e., violating the indi vidual'.a civil liberties. 

The reaction to this viewpoint as expressed by several members may be expres
sed as follows: It is necessary for each member to act in a manner consistent 
with the objectives of the AOOA. To ask a member to dissociate himself from out
side activities possibly harmful to the ACOA program does not constitute a violation 
to his civil liberties.since Executive Board members meet on a voluntar,r basis. 

In reply to this line of thintdng one member said: Firstly, a deprivation of 
civil liberties does exist when an individual is deprived of the opportunity to 
voluntarily associate himself in more than one sphere of activity. There is no 
questioning the individual integrity or loyalty of each Board member, But it is 
by such restrictions of activity as some Board nsmbers advocate that larger, more 
outright violations of civil liberties occur. The danger of such acts, then~ man
ifests itself in fear of the consequences of action not yet proved to be harmful. 
Secondly, if checks of this nature are to be applied to one individual regarding 
a potential and theoretical harm, then, logically, examination of each individual's 
actions could be demanded, past and present association, civil as well as political, 
taken into consideration, and, without too ~much doubt, a conclusion reached that 
each individual member could by his presence on the Board prove embarassing to some 
group, special interest, wealthy contributor, etc., in Africa as well as the United 
States, with equivalent resultant harm to the ACOA. 

In making known his position Mr. Muste said he had not yet reached any con
clusions as to what actions he would take. He certainly did not want to embarrass 
the ACOA in any of its undertakings, he added. But as things now stand he has yet 
to decide as to whether or not his resignation from the ACOA Board would cause more 
harm or good, in view of the uncertain future of the American Forum for one thing, 
and because of his relationship with a number of the ACOA general membershi~for 
another. He thanked the Board for the impartial and discreet way in which his 
activities were being discussed, 

A motion that the discussion concerning mr. MUste and the American Forum for 
Socialist Education be closed was passed by a vote of 8 to 3. 

Next. }[oetingt. The next meeting of the Executive Board will be on Monday, August 
12th, from 6 to 8 p.m. 



FINANCE REPORT 
May, 1957 

On hand May 1, 1957 

Income: 

Expenses: 

contributions 
G1mther appeal 
other 

Africa Today 
subscriptions 
GC issue 

literature sold 
travel 

'1 
5,671 .70 
3' 77t~ .85 

65.62 
13.05 

"Valley Without Echo" 

stationery and supplj_es 
telephone and telegraph 
electricity 
rent 
literature 
postage 
salaries 
Africa Today 

printing 
editorial exp. 
mailing 

Harold 1. Oram, Inc. 
Ghana celebration 
"Valley Without Echo" 
bank charges 

190.00 
75.00 

161.00 

On hand June 1, 1957 

* * * 
On hand June 10 

Outstanding bills (Gunther mailing) 
Carnegie Press 616.00 
LaSalle Letter Co. 2,774.31 

Balance 

9,450.55 

78.67 
18~65 
2h.L~3 
13 oOO 

2,972.61 
69.94 
21.40 

235.00 
136.60 
108.50 
818.78 

426.00 
3,336.25 

330.00 
10.00 
28.42 

3,679.54 

3,390.31 

289.23 

9,58 .30 

12, r;ii. 4o 

8,493.50 

13 
12,2l1P.40 



GU1THER APPEAL 
\ ;"~./ I ))Ja / Through June 10 

~ Total Total 
List Number Responses A."!lount Responses Amount 

Or am 9,000 153 1,726.00 166 1,933.00 

ACOA 4,000 185 1,588.50 198 1,734.50 

Urban League 1,000 6 36.00 6 36.00 

Stevenson 9,500 71 495.50 76 512.50 

War Resisters League 1,000 26 115.35 28 122.35 

International Conciliation 2,000 7 27.00 8 29.00 

Nat'l Child Labor Conunittee 10,000 240 1, 584.35 275 l, 780.3.5 
II 

1J .oo 
/1- 2-.:J 

Unidentified 4/lF" .J:r 1~.00 

5,67~. 70 
- ?0 

36,500 698 768 6,2~. 70 



South Africa Defense Fund - June 10 

Income: pre-mailing 4,351.00 

mailing 18,371.21 

22,722.21 

Expenses: Or am 1,360. 70 

postage 146.52 

printing 2, 74.33.20 

mailings- 3,557.26 

ACOA 3,147.15 

Jarrett-Kerr travel 110.00 

South Africa 5,700.00 

miscellaneous 12.83 

16,778.16 

Balance 5,944.05 

No bills owed. 



AFRICAN :ITINERARY FOR GEORGE M. HOUSER, 19.57 

June 21 - July 6 

July 7 - 9 

July 10- 11 

July 12 ·- 13 

July 14 - 17 

July 18 

July 19 - 20 

July 21 - 23 

July 24 - 27 

July 29 

Nigeria 

Ghana 

Leopoldville 

c/o Poste Restante, Gen. P.O., Lagos 

c/o Bill Sutherland, P.O. Box 1420, 
Accra: 

c/o Union Mission House, Leopoldville, 
Belgian Congo 

Elisabethville, Belgian Congo 

Lusaka c/o Paste Restante, Gen. P.O., Lusaka, 
Northern Rhodesia 

Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia 

Blantyre, N,vasaland 

Dar es Salaam 

Nairobi 

New York 

c/o American Consulate, Dar es Salaam, 
Tanganyika 

c/o Tom Mboya, Kenya Federation of 
Labor, P.O. Box 10818, Nairobi, Kenya 
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