
AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON AFRICA 

Steering Committee February 28, 1962 

MINUTES 

Present: Peter Weiss, Chairman; Daniel Bernstein, David Jones, Hope Stevens. 
Staff: George Houser, Collin Gonze, Hazel Gray, James Robinson, Debby Kallen. 

A memorandum on the administration of the Defense and Aid Fund was distributed, 
and George Houser explained the procedure used in issuing monies from the Fund. 
The staff was requested to prepare brief minutes of Finance Committee meetings. 

1. Organization of medical project in Angola: As a result of the meeting at 
Elsie Carrington's home, a sub-committee composed of Dr. Brown of the Manhattan 
Central Medical Association, Dr. Thorne, President of the Howard Medical School 
alumni, Elsie Carrington, Charles Dorkins and Alan Morrison had been set up. A 
decision had been taken to issue a brochure describing the medical aid project for 
the purpose of raising funds, and to make arrangements with a tax-exempt agency 
(probab~ with the Central Medical Association) to collect and distribute drugs. 
It might also be possible to organize the collection of funds and supplies through 
religious-connected organizat~ons such as the Africa Service Institute and the 
AJC. It was suggested that the staff contact Dr. Mayer of Physicians Forum to 
discuss the possibility of sending a doctor to Angola. 

2. Reguest from Lloyd ~ison: Mr. Garrison, who will be covering West Africa 
for the NEW YORK TIMES had asked that the Committee allow Collin Gonze to acco~ 
pany him into Angola sometime in April. This could provids valuable publicity for 
the Committee and the medical aid project, and with this in mind, the Steering 
Committee expressed its !EP.roval of plans for the proposed trip. Arrangements 
will be made to ensure the regular publication of AFRICA TODAY. 

3. Radio transmitter for Angolan rebels: Charles Dorkins is arranging for a 
transmitter for the UPA in Leopoldville, and is ready to purchase the necessary 
equipment, including transistor radio receivers for An~ola, in Tokyo, if the 
money can be arranged. 

4. State Department's handling of Tshombe visa: Although the Steering Committee 
was agreed that the State Department had mishandled this entire matter in not 
bringing up the essential question of Mr. Tshorrbe 1s passport, no official stand 
on the State Department's action was taken. 

5. Africa Freedom Day: Emphasis might be placed on Portuguese territories and 
in particular, Angola and the medical aid project. Rdberto had already agreed 
to speak, and Mondlane should be invited. Perhaps, too, Ben Khedda, Premier 
of the Algerian Pr~isional Government might be invited. In addition, a 
prominent American sholUd appear on the program. It was suggested that Voices 
~c., a vocal group, be cont.a.cted. about ":.he entertainment end of the program. 
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