
NOTE: The next meeting of the STEZRING COMMITTEE will be Monday, January 16, 
5:30 p.m., at the office of Betsy Landis, 551 Fifth Avenue (at 45th Street), 
Room 514. 



MINU'IES of the Steering Committee Meeting :"'· 
of Januar,y 4, 1961 

American Committee on Africa 
801 Second Ave,, New York 17 

Present: Peter Weiss (Chainnan), Hugh Smythe, Hope Stevens, Cleveland Robinson, 
Nelson Bengston, John Murra, Elizabeth s. Landis; Staff: George Houser, Dale 
Harrison, Barbara Harrison. 

I. Peter Weiss reported on the visit of Houser, MOntero, and Weiss to Governor G, 
Mennen 'Williams in Lansing.. Three main areas were discussed in their talks: the 
role of the United States in the 15th session of the u. N. General Assembly, econ
omic aid program to Africa, and student programs. 

II. George Houser discussed implementation of various projects which had been con
sidered at previous meetings of the Steering Committee: 

a) Algeria. As reported at the Boa:rd meeting of December 6, a statement on 
Algeria was prepared, signatories obtained, and publicity obtained. 

b) South Africa. The staff took no new action, as South Africa did not come 
up for discussion at this session of the General Assembly. 

~ c) _Students-in-~ile program. George Houser explored this in London and in 
Africa. Recommendations will follow. 

d) Visiting speakers. Staff will explore possibilities of prominent Africans 
being brought over by the Committee. 

e) 'lrial of key National Democratic Party leader in Southern Rhodesia. $1000 
was given to Joshua .Nkomo from the Defens,e and Aid Fund for this purpose. 

III., Testimonial dinner for Adam Clayton Powell. It was agreed that ACOA would re
serve half a table, and that those Board members who would be attending in any case 
would purchase their tickets from ACOA. Board manbers agreeing to attend were Hope 
Stevens (and wife), John Murra, and Peter Weiss; George Houser also to attend. 

IV. Africa Freedom Day. The psychology of having an Africa Freedom Day observance 
this year was discussed. The consensus was that annual observances of Africa Free
dom Day should he continued, that With all African delegates in New York for the 
U. N. General Assembly it would be an ideal time, and that Africa Freedom Day should~ 
if possible, this year, be directed toward a mass audience. 

V. United States policy and Africa; the role of the Committee in relation to U.s. 
policy: George Houser .stated that the u.s. had lost prestige as a result of its 
voting in this session of the General Assembly. A chart is in preparation showing 
the voting record of all nations on issues pertaining to Africa. George Houser will 
plan to go w.lth Board member/s to see Adlai Stevenson. Houser will also visit 
Washington, January 11-13, where he will see the chairman of the House Subcommittee 
on Africa, chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on Africa, Chester Bowles, Congress
men Diggs, Powell, Horse, and Moss; he will bring with him the Committee's report 
on voting at the 15th session of the U. N. General Assembly. 

Holding a conference: Georg.e Houser suggested holding a conference of Negro lead
ership and organizations. It was agreed that the voice of the Committee was less 
effective because it lacked the strong involvement of the Negro community; in our 
representations to Hashington, we would b.e more effective if we had the active co
operation of Negro leadership. Joint plans for a conference and an Africa Freedom 
Day celebration were discussed. George Houser is to explore the possibilities of a 
conference with Philip Randolph, and, in V.Iashington, with the civil rights coordin
ating agency. 
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