
American Ccmt1ittee en f,frir~a 
E~ecutive Board Meeting 
held at 560 Seventh Avenue 
New York City 

MINUTES 

December 2o-,· 1:~65 " 
5:30 p.m. 

Present: Donald s. Harrington, Chairman; Peter Weiss, Elizabeth Landis, 
Nelson Bengston, Robert Browne, Elsie Carrington, Winifred Courtney, 
David Jones, Andrew Norman, Bayard Rustin, William Scheinman, 
Adelaide Schulkind, F.A.O. Schwarz, Jr. 

Staff: George M. Houser, Wendell Foster, Collin Gonze, Mary-Louise Hooper, 
Catharine Raymond, James Robinson, Ethel Grossman. 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting were approved as mailed. 

George Houser introrolced to the Board members present his new 
assistant, Miss Ethel Grossman, who had been a member of the U.N. Secretariat 
for several years and was secretary of the U.N. Visiting Mission to Trust 
Territories in East Africa in 1954 (the Mission on which Mr. Mason Sears 
represented the u.s.) Since leaving the U.N. she had worked as a political 
aide in the office of the late former Senator Herbert H. Lehman and was on 
the staff of the Eleanor Roosevelt Memorial Foundation. Miss Grossman co
authore~. (w·ith Allard. K. Lowenstein) a paper on South West Africa presented 
at the first American Negro Leadership Conference on Africa in 1962. 

2. Reports 

(a) Africa Tour - 1966 

James Robinson reported. on arr·angements for two summer tours to 
Africa during the comtng ye.3.r~ ea~h of three weeks duration. Tour A will 
visit West Afriea aui t~e t·wo Congos 1 Tour B will visit the two Congos and 
East Africa. It will also be possible for tour mewbers to arrange a combined 
five weeks tour for either $1000 or $1100 more than the cost of a single three 
weeke tour. 

(b) ConfeJ.4 e:nce on Implementation of the Court Decision in the 
South West Africa Case 

Mrs. Landis reported on this confe:ren('.e held at New York University 
on October 15th un<i.e~ the CO··~heirmanship of Fr,.)fessor Thomas Franck and her
self. The participants had also formed themselves into a sort of Ad Hoc 
Committee that wouJ.d be willing as a group (or as individuals or as a Sub
Committee) to advise and consult with the State Department on problems that 
would arise from the Internat~onal Court;s decision. It is hoped that the 
State Department may request a small delegation :frcm the group to go to 
Washington and act as consultants on the problems taken up at the Conference .. 
Mrs. Landis and ?rofessor Fri::':l.n~k were congratulated on the success o:r the 
Conference and the high order of discussionse 
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Conference on South W~st Africa ·-·----
Ronald Segal, who was coordtnator of the 1964 Sanctions Conference, 

is also acting as coordinator of the Co~1fe:cence .en Sout:h West Africa to be 
held at Oxford University, March 23 - 26, ACOA is keeping closely in touch 
with plans and, as a cooperating .American organization that is helping to line 
up sponsors, will have an official role at the Conference. 

(c) Robert F. KeEnedy invitation to South Africa 

There had been an exchange of correspondence between the office 
and Senator Robert F. Kennedy relative to his invitation to address the 
National Union of Scuth African Students. The Senator had expressed his thant.s 
for the messages and material sent to him. An effort is being made to arrang~ 
an appointment for some members of the Board to meet with Senator Kennedy and 
discuss the situation ~n South Africa with hi..llJ. 

(d) ~~~~~p S~~~ies of Surr~er 1965 Project 

All the pe.pe:rs compi:isj_ng this project have been completed and 
are now being mimeographed. The gist of the papers w:i.ll be incorporated in 
the January-February issue of AlniCA TODAY in t:L'11e for the congressional 
hearings to be held by the House Sub·~Commi ttee on Africa in February. 

Mr. F.AoO~ Schwarz, Jr, was co::J.gratu1.ated on the publication of 
his book Nigeria: Tne Tribe0he Na.tiop and th~ Race (M,IoT. Press) 

(e) African Aiel e.nd Le~~~ Defense Fnnd 

The status of the e.pplication of the African Aid and Legal 
Defense Fund for tax exemption 1-r3.s reviewed. William Landis had discussed 
this with officials in Washington recently and they had presented no questions 
that seemed to stand in the way of the exemfticn being granted. They did ask 
in a written questionnaire vhether D~~ Funds in Britain and South Africa had 
the approval of their own governments; and that raised a host of new questions 
since South Africa has not yet banned the Fund, although individuals connected 
with it have been ·oa:::lned. H:c~ Landi.:; is handling completion of the 
questionnaire. 

In answer to a question, George Houser stated that tax exemption 
is a necessity before application for large grants can be made to foundations 
and other organizations, Two t;y'}?es of appeal would be involved: one would tend 
to rely upon appeals to foundat:! ems and large o:::•g.;nizations, while our own 
African Defense and Aid Fund ··:.vould rely on general appeals to the public. The 
latter could cooperate with political groups, for instance. 

(f) Recent African Visitors included Eduardo Mondlane (Mozambique), 
Andre Kassinda. (Anc;ola) ·' Sam Nujorna:--and Jacob Kahe.ngua (South West Africa). 

Mr. and Mrs. Lanc'U.s had made the~r home available for a meeting 
with Dr. Mondlane, and this haQ been well attended. In Brooklyn he had 
addressed a very large church meeting arranged by Wendell Foster. 

It had been necessary to spend quite a bit of time and effort on 
the Angolans, who had arrived without any advance notice and had assumed that 
ACOA would take care of all their requirements. Mr. Kassinda was formerly with 
Holden Roberto and now has an organization of his own that is competing with 
the government-in~exile. Our assistance did not imply any :POlitical commitment 
to Kassinda's organization. 
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Several speaking engagements in the New York area for Jacob 
Kuhangua had also been arranged by Wendell Foster. 

{g) Human Rights Day Rally 

A report on the highly successful rally held at Hunter College 
on December lOth revealed an actual attendance in excess of 1800 persons, in 
addition to many who bought tickets but did not attend. 32 individuals paid 
$50.00 each to be sponsors, and 98 individuals paid $25.00 each to be donors. 

Gross income for the rally was $13,774.46 including $2,220. 
contributed by the audience in response to Wendell Foster's appeal for a 
public offering. Net proceeds will be approximately $101 000.001 of which 
$2,500.00 (25~) goes to ACOA. 

In answer to Mrs. Hooper's suggestion that the Rally be an 
annual event on approximately the same day each year, Mr. Weiss pointed out 
that Decembe~ hadlong teen the time for the African-American Institute's 
annual fund-raising event, and that ACOA used to have a regular day, which 
was April 15th. Mr9 Weiss favored an annual rally to be held either on 
April 15th or March 21st (the anniversary of Sharpeville), starting in 1967. 

On motion of Elizabeth Landis and Winifred Courtney it was 
decided that the rally be repeated and that the date be left to the Steering 
Committee for decision. The Board alao voted to thank everyone connected 
with the affair1 especially Mrs. Hooper, for making it a success. 

(h) Transfer of Bank Accounts 

On motion of David Jones and William Scheinman it was decided 
to transfer both operative bank accounts from the Chemical Bank to Federation 
Bank and Trust Company, and to adopt the standard bank resolutions for both 
accounts. This decision ~~s an outgrowth of discussions at a past Board 
meeting about removing our accounts from a bank involved in the loan to 
South Africa. The Chemical Bank is so involved. 

3. Rhodesia 

A draft statement on Rhodesia prepared by the staff was circu
lated and discussed. It was finally decided to have the draft statement 
revised by the ataff before clearing it for release. 

4. Election of Boa~d Me~bers 

The Steering Committee, acting as a Nominating Committee, proposed 
the addition of Mr. Frank Montero and Professor Richard P. Stevens to the 
Executive Board. No further nominations were made and a secret ballot was 
taken. Tellers Robert Brow-ne and. Andrew Norman reported the unanimous 
election of both nominees to serve until the annual meeting in 1967. 
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5· Congressicr:al Eeo.rin,17,s on SoUth Africa --........ _ ........ ...._._ ... _ .. _ . ..,_ ···--.--.... 

The Execative Director had been in touch with Congressmen O'Hara 
and Rosenthal for some time in regard to possible hearings on South Africa by 
the Sub-Committee en Africa of t~e House Foreign Affairs Committee. On 
December 7th Mr. O'Hara delivered a speech in the Special Political Committee 
of the U.N. · The speech contained absolutely no concrete recommendations 
for any new u.s. action, and after delivering it Mr. O'Hara is reported to 
have remarked to aides: "Well beys, it looks like we're on the wrong side." 
Within a week he announced, in his ca~acity as Chairman of the House Sub
Committee on Africa, that his Sub-Com:nittee would hold both open and closed 
hearings in l''ebruary on the matter of apartheid: "In examining the problems 
and the issues the Committee will explore the variety of individual or 
collective measures that might be considered by the United States in improving 
the lot of the majo:~ity of the people of South Africa by peaceful means." 

Preparatory work of the Sub-Committee will be handled by Robert 
Brandt, staff member of the Foreign Affairs Committee. The A.C.04A. will 
attempt to line up as many suitable witnesses aa possible, to brief them 
as fully as possible, and to prepare position papers. 

6. · ~e of AFRICA TODAY 

Mrs., landis reported on three meetings of the Literature Committee 
(Elizabeth Landis, Rotert Browne, Al McQueen) that had been devoted to dis
cussions of a public:a.tion and a literature program for A,.C.O.A. that would 
be realistic in terms of normal budgetary involvements and at the same time 
serve the needs of the ACOA. 

On moticn by William Scheinman, seconded by David Jones, it was 
agreed that, in regard to a replacer.Jent for Collin Gonze as editor of AFRICA 
TODAY, we keep open the question of salary and concentrate on interviewing 
the best candidates lie can find. It was further agreed to continue pub
lication of a magazine, to retain the name AFRICA TODAY for that publication, 
and, after learning the recommendations of the new editor, to effect some 
changes in content so as to gear the publication more closely to the work of 
the Committee. 

Mr. Pndrew Norman was appointed to the Literature Committee. 
The Literature Committee was given blanket authority to consult or call in 
anyone who might be in a position to help the Committee resolve all the 
above problems. 

7. 1966 BUD_GET 

Due to tl:e fact that no final decision had been taken on a 
replacement for Collin Gonze or on a bud.get for AFRICA TODAY, the adoption 
of an overall wo~king b'ldget for the year 1966 he..o. to be referred back to 
the Steering Commi·ttee for a ~·ecommendation before being presented again at 
the next meeting -:>f the Executive Board. 
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8. Speak~~~ 

A proposal to bring Mr. Robert Resha, the South African National 
Congress reprcoentative in Algiers, to this country for the purpose of 
making a six-weeks speakiug tour of the United States and Canada in late 
spring, was unanimously approved. It is hoped that this tour will be as 
financially re·warding as that arranged for Dr. Gilchrist in 1964. 

Cons11ltative Cotlncil on South .Africa 
-------~·---

A recomrnc~1dation by the Executive Director that Wendell Foster 
be permitted to act as coordinator for the Consultative Council on South 
Africa was approved on condition that Mr. Foster could be spared from other 
duties j and that the nomination is a.ccep·table to the Consultative Council. 
Thi3 wau.ld be a ta'II:porary appointment until such time as it could be 
evaluated both by ACOA and CCSA. CCSA has worked out a modest bucget of 
$7,500., of which $4,000 - $5~000 "t>rould be applied to the salary of. the 
coordina.tor. CCSA is considered part of or an extension of ACOA' s program 1 

and needs to be tightened considerably. 

A conference on South Africa to be sponsored by CCSA and held 
in Washington, D.C. around March 18th is no·,.; undzr consideration, and in 
that connection -vre have drawn up and circulated a draft manifesto which might 
well be issued there. 

10. Nt:!Xt Meeting of the Board 

The next meeting of the Board will be held in April following 
both the Washington and Oxford Conferences. 

In reply to a question; the Chairman ruled that all members of 
the Board may, if they so desire, attend meetings of the Steering Committee. 

The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. 
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