
~ 

AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON AFRICA 

Executive Board September 17, 1962 

MINUTES --
Present: Donald Harrington, Chairman; Nelson Bengston, Daniel Bernstein, 
Sophia Yarnall Jacobs, Farrell Jones, Frank Nontero, John Murra, Adelaide Schulkind, 
Hugh Smythe, Peter Weiss. Staff: George Houser, Collin Ghnze, Catharine Raymond, 
James Robinson, Debby Kallen. 

1. Minutes of the June 11 meeting: Accepted as circulated. 

2. Finance re ort: Several steps had been taken to deal with the poor financial 
situation lnc u ng a change in the format of AFRICA TODAY and a decision not to 
hire anyone to replace the staff person lost last spring until at least the first 
of the year. 

The Board agreed that staff salary cuts which were made during the summer 
months should be carried _as a liability on the books. It was also agreed that 
finance reports should be issued quarterly rather than monthly and that they should 
be simplified. 

In regard to AFRICA TODAY, it was decided that subscriptions should go to all 
those who contribute $2$'- or more. 

3. Literature report: It was agreed that the Publications Committee should study 
the question of broadening AFRICA TODAY to include more non-political articles 
such as those on Nigeria in the last couple of issues of the magazine. 

Since the majority of the literature report had been considered under item 2, 
the Board moved on to the next item. 

4. American Negro Leadership Conference on Africa: George Houser reported that 
the Conference would take place at Arden House starting on the Friday following 
Thanksgiving. Ted Brown had been appointed Executive Director for the Conference. 
The call to the Conference had already gone out to about 50 Negro organizations. 
The focus of the Conference would be on southern Africa, and papers would be pre
par@d to serve ~s a basis for discussion on Kenya and the Congo as well as on 
South and South West Africa, the Portuguese territories and Southern Rhodesia. 
It was expected to have 100 to 150 participants. 

The Board was agreed that the Committee would be ready to make itself available 
as a vehicle for the expression of American Negro feelings on African questions. 

5. Appeal for Action Against Apartheid: George Houser reported that an initial 
letter of invitation to perspective signers, signed by Hartin Luther King and 
Chief Lutuli would soon be followed by a second letter. ·About 150 people have 
asked for additional copies of the first printed brochure and approximately 1400 
contributions had been receive~ Within the mext month a second version of the · 
brochure, with names of sponsors affixed, would be circulated around the country, 
together with a memorandum suggesting types of actiJn to be taken on and around 
Human Rights Day. We will have the cooperation of organizations in England and 
the Scandinavian countries in arranging coordinated demonstrations, etc. 
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6. ERA: George Houser reported that more than $4,000 had come in during the 
summer. The Co~~ittee is now acti~ely looking for a doctor who could go to 
Leopoldville and possib1.y inside Angola for at least a few months' time. There 
were two definite possibilities: Dr. Gilchrist, a Canadian who lived for a long 
time in Angola and is now in Sierra Leone, and an American, Dr. Cordice, 

Peter Weiss raised the question of setting up an educational pro·ject with tax
exempt status. It was agreed to consult with Dr. John ~~rcum and Eduardo Mondlane 
to get their thoughts ~nd suggestions on the matter. 

1. Position papers: Papers on South Africa, South West Africa and Angola were 
near completion. At least one paper will be used by the American Negro Leadership 
Conference on Africa, . It was planned to call a meeting of organizations interested 
in these questions and the United Nations to see what action could be taken by the 
organizations individually or collectively on the basis of recommendations for US 
policy made in the position papers. 

Peter Weiss suggested that the papers be gotten into the hands of candidates 
for office who were interested in foreign affairs. It was agreed that George Houser 
would contact the Committee for an Effective Congress in this regard. 

8. United Nations issues: George Houser reported that there were five committees 
dealing with African questions, and that the issues were attracting a great deal of 
attention. The Committee will be keeping closely in touch with developments. 

9. Office space: James Robinson reported that two sites were under consideration, 
one on 44th Street and one on 43rd. The Board authorized the staff to take the 
decision on the space. In addition, the Board agreed that first priority would be 
given to payment of rent in order to protect the guarantors of the lease. 

10. Appointment of Mary-Louise Hooper as West Coast Representative of ACOA as well 
as ADAF: The Board agreed that Mrs. Hooper's task would be simplified if she were 
the representative of ACOA and therefore approved the recommendation of the staff 
and the Steering Committee. 

11. Next meeting of the Board: The next meeting will take place on November 12 
at 5:45 p.m. in the office of the Committee, 
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