
AMERICAN COM~lTTEE ON AFRICA 

Executive Board February 6, 1962 

MINUTES 

Present: Donald Harrington, Chairman; Daniel Bernstein, Lewis Carliner, Winifred 
Courtney, John Murra, Farrell Jones, Stanley Levison, Nelson Bengston, Adelaide 
Schulkind, Peter Weiss. Staff: George Houser, Hazel Gray, Collin Gonze, James 
Robinson, Debby Kallen. 

The agenda was accepted with the addition of a discussion of a Washington, D.C. 
chapter inserted between items 7 and 8. 

1. The minutes of the meeting of November 13, 1961 were accepteg a§ submitted. 

2. Brief staff reports 

a) ll61 finances: James Robinson reported an upward turn in income at the 
end of 19 1. The latest mailing, which would probably not do as well as the 
appeal signed by Chief Lutuli, had started to come in. 

b) AFRICA TODAY: Collin Gonze reported that circulation had increased to 
about 4,000, and that we now had a distributor who was getting the magazine on 
some newsstands. 

c) Speakers: George Houser reported that Kenyatta was willing to come to 
the United States, but that he had not yet been able to commit himself to a 
particular date. Hazel Gray said that Kenneth Kaunda would be available for 
Africa Freedom Day and a ten-day speaking tour. In London, George Houser had 
talked with Basil Davidson who would like to come here. The Board agreed to 
move ahead with plans for a Davidson tour. 

3. Letter of resignation fram Dr. Jeanne Noble: The Board accepted with regret 
the resignation of Dr. Noble. 

4. Resolution authorizing the transfer of the Defense and Aid Fund to the Chase 
Manhattan Bank: The Board authorized the tN.nsfer. 

5. Report on George Houser's trip: Mr. Houser summarized his report briefly. In 
explaining his recommendations he detailed the tremendous need for medical aid and 
described the present medical setup for distribution of drugs which he and John 
Marcum had brought in with them. There was also a critical need for clothing. 
John Marcum had examined the possibilities for providing secondary education for 
Angolan children whose education was now interrupted. In the Congo itself, relief 
agencies~ had been providing food for Angolan refugees had stopped their pro
gram in January when they saw no hope of the refugees' returning to Angola. 

In Tanganyika, where he arrived only two days after the resignation of Julius 
Nyerere, Mr. Houser talked with Rashidi Ka.wawa and Oscar Kambona, as well as with 
the !ormer Prime Minister. It was clear that Nyerere was in full control of the 
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situation, and that the decision to resign, taken before independence, was 
entirely his own. His resignation had come because of his concern about the 
growing gap between the people and the government. 

In Nairobi, Mr. Houser interviewed Jomo Kenyatta and had talked with Ronald 
Ngala and others. 

6. New projects for Defense and Aid: 

a) Medical aid and clothing for Angola: The Board felt that the medical 
project must take priority. It approved a plan to set up advisory committees to 
organize the project, perhaps consisting of Negro doctors and medical associa
tions, and authorized the Steering Committee to set up such committees. The 
Board also approved, with the provision that such an idea could successfully be 
worked out, the setting up of a mobile medical unit to operate among the refu
gees in the Congo. Any clothing should be directed through agencies which al
ready have warehouses. 

b) Aid to refugees in Dar-es-Salaam: Nyerere will sign an appeal letter 
for aid to refugees in Dar, the majority of whom are South and South West 
African, and whose numbers are now being swollen with people pouring in from 
Ruanda. The Board stressed that any monies sent to Dar should be handled by the 
Tanganyikan Government rather than being administered by any of the political 
organizations which exist among the refugee groups. 

7. Report on the Portuguese-American Committee on Foreign Affairs and Selvage 
and Lee: George Houser described the activities of the Portuguese-American 
group to date and reported to the Board that Selvage and Lee, a public rela
tions firm in New York, was paying for its operations, including a retainer fee 
to its chairman, Mr. Martin Camacho. Apparently, the Portuguese-American 
Committee had contacted most, if not all, members of the National Committee 
asking them to resign from the ACOA which was purportedly backing communist 
goals in Angola. A letter would be sent to all National Committee members. 
The Board felt it important to expose this operation. 

A Washington Chapter of the ACOA: The Board approved in principle the setting 
up of a Washington, D.C. Chapter and referred the working out of details to the 
Steering Committee. Lewis Carliner reported that 100 people had indicated they 
were willing to participate in the activities of this chapter. 

The By-laws of a northern California chapter of the ACOA were also referred 
to the Steering Committee for examination. 

10. Possible ch~nge in the By-laws and Charter to obtain a tax exempt status: 
A ~poeal to offer to change the By-laws and Charter so as to make it clear 
that the Committee does not engage in any activities prohibited under Section 
501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code ~s~pproved with one negatiye vote • 
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8. Congo 

a) Report on the ACOA statement and the New York Times ad: There had been 
many responses to the statement and ad which had met a real need. 

b) Appeal for Action Against Apartheid: An invitation had gone to Mrs. 
Roosevelt, Martin Luther King, and Chief Lutuli asking them to join in signing 
a letter soliciting the signatures of international figures for the Appeal. Any 
suggestions or corrections from the Board will be welcomed, in addition to 
suggestions of names of people who should be invited to sign. The date around 
which the Appeal, together with other activities, will be organized, will be 
worked out by the Steering Committee. 

c) Africa Freedom Day: The Board felt that Africa Freedom Day must be 
celebrated, if only in a smaller way than in past years, by holding, perhaps, 
a meeting at Community Church or the Ethical Culture Society and using speakers 
from the United Nations. The working out of final details was left to the 
Steering Committee. 

11. Internal developments in African states and ACOA policy: The Board agreeq_ 
to hold an informal meeting sometime in March to examine this question. 
Donald Harrington offered the use of his home. St. Clair Drake ~d HaroJJ:i · 
Isaac.s should be invited to attend. 
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