
Minutes of Annual Executive Board Meeting 
American Committee on Africa 

l"Iarch 14, 1960 

Present: Donald Harrington, Chairmen; Bayard Rustin, Sophia Jacobs, John Murra, 
Elizabeth Landis, Peter 'Heiss, Hugh Smythe, Hope Stevens, 't"Jilliam 

Scheinman, Joseph Jablow, Stan Levison, Nelson Bengston, Adelaide Schulkind, 
Frank I~ntero; staff: George Houser, Homer Jack, l~n Morrissett, Catherine 
Raymond, Mary Robinson, Barbara Grizzuti. 

Minutes: The minutes of the last meeting were accepted. 

Dr. George Edmund Haynes: A letter of thanks from Mrs. Haynes to the Committee 
for flowers at Dr. Haynes 1 funeral was read. Donald 

Harrington for the Board acknowledged Dr. Haynes' great help in crucial times: 
and stressed its indebtedness to him; his death was a deep loss. 

Request from Humphrey Headquarters: George Houser informed the group that Seno 
Humphre,y's committee had requested that 

ACOA give them our mailing list for use in their fund-raising campaign., It was 
agreed that we could not establish this kind of precedent. The motion that we 
decline to give Humphrey's headquarters our mailing list was unanimously ap
proved., 

Invitations: a) Togoland independence. George Houser infonned the group that 
ACOA had recei. ved an invitation from Sylvanus Olympic, Prime Min-

ister, to haYe a delegate at the Togoland independence ceremonies, April 27 a : ·;:. 

was agreed that funds would not allow a representative to be sent from the U.So 
George Houser was, however, authorized to write Barbara Grant {Nigeria) and/c1 
Frank Untennyer (University College of Ghana) to ask if he or she could repre
sent ACOA, and report to us on happenings. It was also moved and agreed that 
ACOA may not spend more than $100 in transportation costs for this purpose. 

b) Conference in Accra: George Houser told the Board that the 
Bureau of African Affairs in Accra had invited the Committee to send a non
voting delegate to an emergency conference in Accra on or about April 13-15, tha 
conference to tie together African Freedom Day and the French S~~ara Bomb pro
test. It was moved and agreed that not more than SlOO be spent as a contributi~n 
towards A.J. Muste 1s fare to Accra, on condition that Mr. Muste report to ACOA 
on the conference. · 

Annual Report: George Houser summarized briefly the annual report. 

It was agreed that the annual report should be sent to Board 
members before meeting for more fruitful discussion. It was moved and unani
mously agreed that a special meeting be held April 18 to discuss only the re
port (including financial reports) and fu.tare directions and programs of the 
Committee. '!he special meeting will also consider the advisability of discussing 
the annual report at the same time the budget is planned for the next year. 

The Nominating Committee will propose treasurer at next Board 
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Finance Report and Board Plt::dges : Homer Jack reported that ACOA in~me .tor the 
.. first two months of the year was ~19, 700 plus; 

expenses were ~pl6,900 plus; outstanding bills-.. ~?7000; cash on hand--$5ooo. It 
was agreed that it would be well to send reminders to Board members who had made 
pledges. 

Africa Freedom Day: Homer Jack reported that a preliminary flyer had been dis-
tributed, and that Kenneth Kaunda (United Independence Party., 

Northern Rhodesia) had agreed to be the principal African speaker. .Ann Morriss~t~ 
reported that promotional material had been mailed to all contributors. Ann 
Morrissett is also preparing press releases, to be followed up by phone calle a:."'.o 
letters, t-Ji th special emphasis on Kenneth Kaunda. A cocktail party-reception W-.1.1. 
be held at the home of Mrs. Jacobs, Monday March 28, 5-7 p.m., for sponsors, 
large contributors, etc., in order to sell blocs of tickets. Various suggestions 
were made for promoting African Freedom D~. 

Boycott: George Houser reported on a meeting held at ACOA ts offices, attended by 
representatives from labor (AFL-CIO), studant and reUgious groups, t -.. 

discuss possibility of boycotting South African goods. 'Ihe Board discussed pre~ , 
posals made at this meeting, which included boycotting consumer goods, explori:ng 
U.S. gold-purchasing policy, boycotting tourism, artists' tours, investments, e+-c._, 
labor union help, and participating in an intemati onal campaign. It was agreed 
that a simple consumer boycott would not be so effective in the u.s. as in 
Britain. George Houser was autl1orized to go to work on a broad campaign. ACOA 
(acting as branch of' international effort) is to provide leadership in the UQS .. . ~ 
to correlate work of students, unions and other groups, aiming at a dramatic eel·· 
ucational program. George Houser was further authorized to find funds to hire 
an additional staff person on a year's basis to devote full time to the South 
African campaign. (Patrick Van Rensberg, the leader of the boycott movement in 
London, was suggested.) 

Report of' Committee on Relation of' ACOA to Negro Community: Hope Stevens re-
ported on a meeting 

called by A. Philip Randolph to discuss formation of a new organization with the 
Negro community devoted to African affairs. It was agreed that the Committee 
would cooperate with any group Mr. Randolph formed, but that we would continue 
to step up our own efforts to achieve broader Negro representation on the Board 
and on the executive staff. The Chairman suggested that our organization and 
the special ad hoc committee we established to discuss this problem meet jointly 
to plan further approaches to this question. 

Report of Nominating Committee, and Election of Board Members: Letters of resig-
nation were read 

from Robert Clampitt, Walter Carrington, and Immanuel Hallerstein. 1heir resig .. 
nations were accepted with regret. A letter of resignation from Ben ''~echsler 
was read and discussed. Mr. ~'Techsler's resignation was accepted. Put up for 
nomination and unani~ously reelected were Nelson Bengston, Joseph Jablow, Sophia 
Jacobs, John V. Murra, Rev. James Robinson, William SC'..heinman, and Adelaide 
Schulkind. A new nominee, Cleveland Robinson (Secretary-Treasurer, District 
65, Resale, "Jholesale, Department Store \{orkers Union) was unanimously elected. 
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Proposal for exchange student plan with University College of Addis Ababa: George 
Houser 

reported to the group on his discussions with Emperor Haile Salassie of Ethtopia 
and with the Dean of the University College of Addis Ababa, about inaugurating a 
student exchange plan, Which will involve one or two Ame~ican students going to 
the University College each academic year. The Board indicated its approval of 
the pla."'l. George Houser will draft a preliminary announcement memo, and a 
special ad hoc committee will be formed to initiate the plan with all possible 
speed. 

Union organization for staff: The Board authorized the Personnel Committee, t:;
gether with general counsel, to carry on di. scus

sions and negotiations with union representatives. 

Al~erian refugees: The Board was infonned that the American Friends Service 
Cdmm:i. ttee was collecting clothing and blankets for Alge!"ia~l 

refugees. The Board agreed that we should contribute to and support this O..r-:l..ve;: 
the details to be worked out later. 

Reports: (a) Tour for Kaunda: Catherine Haymond is handling the details of M:r(;) 
Kaunda's tour. It is expected that Mr. Kaunda will receive an honor·· 

arium of $50-$100 a day to cover expenses~ It was suggested that Mr. Kaunda 
visit the five protest ca~ters in ~~e South. 

(b) Conference on U.S. foreign poli~: Homer Jack is handling the 
details of this conference to be held in mid-May. 

(c) Nigeria project: Homer Jack continues to work on plans for the 
chartered flight to Nigerian Independence Day in October; there 'Wi.ll be a hou.s:i.::-c 
problem, he reports. 

(d) House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing. Peter Weiss testified 
before the House Appropriations Committee,·hearing on mutual security. George 
Houser was scheduled to appear March 16 before the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee to discuss the Herskovits report on U.S. policy towards Africa, 

Reports from Africa: ANGOLA: Because of lack of time, Frank Montero and William 
Scheinman did not report extensively on their trip to 

Angola. 'Ihe Board expressed their thanks to Messrs. Montero and Scheimnan for 
their efforts; it was acknowledged with thanks that they had endangered them
selves by bringing secret documents out of Angola. George Houser will explore 
possibility of action in connection with President Eisenhowerrs proposed trip 
to Portugal. The Committee will also consider the contest between Portugal and 
the Netherlands for a seat on the U.N. 

Next meeting: Special meeting: 5:30p.m., April 9 

Regular meeting: 5:30 porn., May 9 
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