
AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON AFRICA 

Executive Board 

December 15, 1959 

Present: Donald Harrington, Chairman; Nelson Bengston, Robert Clampitt, Joseph 
Jablow, Elizabeth Landis, Stanley Levison, Frank Montero, John Murra, 

William Scheinman, ·Adelaide Schulki.nd, George Shepherd, Hugh Smythe, William 
Sorsby, Peter Weiss; Carl Slater representing General Counsel; staff: Dale 
Harrison, George Houser, Ann Morri.ssett, Catharine Raymond. 

Personnel Committee: George Houser stated that it seemed desirable now to have 
a personnel committee since with increased staff it was 

becoming necessary to set a uniform policy on such ma.tters as salary, vacations, 
sick leave, etc. The Chairman appointed, with the consent of the Board, Stanley 
Levison and Adelaide Schulki.nd. 

Resignationa: The resignations of Max Berking and Sidney Hertzberg, because of 
the pressure of other activities, were accepted with regret and 

with thanks for their past services. It was stated that both had expressed a 
willingness to help the Committee when possible in the future. 

Membership plan: The. Organization Committee recommended amendment of the by-
law& to provide a broader membership of the Committee. (The 

by-laws now provide that the Committee is a membership corporation with the 
members of the Executive Board being the members of the corporation.) Peter 
Weiss introduced a motion to this effect. 

Both long-term and short-term advantages of such an amendment 
were discussed by Peter Weiss, chair.man of the Organization Committee. The 
timing of the change and the ability of the staff to cope with problems arising 
under such a change were also discussed. 

Hugh Smythe read a memo from George H~nes opposing the plan and 
proposing in its stead that local chapters be created and that delegates elected 
by such chapters compose the National Board, which would constitute the Commit
tee's governing body. Betsy Landis seconded it in order to get it onto the floor 
for discussion. 

The HJynes substitute motion was lost, and a motion to approve 
the general substance of the Weiss amendment Wfi~ carried. The Organization Com
mittee was directed to bring back for consider~tion at the next meeting of the 
Executive Board amended by-laws which would incorporate the following changea in 
the by-laws as proposed to be amended by the Organization Committee: 

Article Three (b): Omit the first line with the exception of "A." 

Article Three: Add Paragraph (c) to state that a member may be suspended or 
removed from the organization, after a hearing if he so desires, for conduct 
incompatible with the principles and purposes of the organization, by vote of a 
majority of the actual membership of the Board of Directors. 

Article One (3): Substitute "Board of Directors" for "membership body." 



Revise such provisions as may be necessary to make the by-laws consistent with 
membership requirements of the New York State Membership Corporations Law. 

Article Four (first paragraph): Change 11 bne month" to "sixty days." 

Article Five (c): Omit 11 of three." 
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