
Minutes of the Executive Board 
of the American Committee on Africa 

January 12, 1959 

Present: Chairman-Donald Harrington; Nelson Bengston, Max Berking, Edward F • 
Gray, George Edmund Haynes, Joseph Jablow, Sophia Yarnall Jacobs, 

Gilbert Jonas, Elizabeth s. Landis, Robert J. MacAlister, Elliott H. Newcomb, 
William X. SOheinman, Hugh H. Smythe, Hope R. Stevens, Immanuel Wallerstein, 
Peter Weiss; Staff--Dale Harrison, George Houser; Guest--Winifred Armstrong• ~ 

Immanuel Wallerstein, a new member, was welcomed to the Executive Board 
by the Chairman. The agenda for the meeting was approved. 

Minutes: The minutes of the last meeting were approved by the Board. 

United Nations Committee Report: Elizabeth s. Landis reported on matters affect-
ing Africa considered at the Uni ted Nations 

since the last meeting of the Executive Board: reporting on non-self-governing 
territories, self-determination, Algeria, etc. She noted that the UN Committee 
was making preparations for the February 20th Special Session of the General 
Assembly which will consider the future of the British and French Cameroons 
trust territories. 

The Executive Director said he had heard from Mr. Turkson, Secretary of the 
Independent African States Organization, that the ACOA 1s recently published 
pamphlet, "·Portugal 1 s African 'Wards, "'which had been sent to all members of the 
u~. Is Fourth (Trusteeship) Committee, had been "very helpful.n 

Publications Committee Report: Gilbert Jonas's suggestion that the ACOA 1 s () 
magazine, AFRICA TODAY, be dropped, and that, ~U 

in its stead, the Committee adopt the publication, AFHICA SOUTH, and complement _.. 
it with a four-page bulletin, has been considered but rejected by the Publica
tions Committee, it was reported. 

Gilbert Jonas made a four-point motion: that (1) the ACOA cease publishing 
AFRICA TODAY, replacing it with AFRICA SOUTH; (2) that the Committee begin 
publication of a two to four page offset news letter; (3) that the subscription 
price for the news letter and AFRICA SOUTH be $2.50; and (4) that a complete 
report on the income of AFRICA TODAY covering the last three years of publication, 
adjusted for salaries, be submitted to the Executive Board at its next session. 
A motion to lay the Jonas proposal on the table was passed by the Board. 

The Board requested that all available statistics on AFRICA TODAY be pre
sented at its next session along ~ith a content analysis (percentage of articles 
on South Africa vs. the rest of Africa) of AFRICA SOUTH to cover the last two 
years. 

Finance Committee Report: It was reported that the ACOA's actual income during 
1958 was $60,369.92, and actual expenses, ~53,950.96, 

Thus, the net debt at the end of the year had been reduced from ~12,294.48 to 
$5,875.52. George Houser noted that one problem facing the Committee was the 
fact that about 50% of the people on the ACOA mailing list did not respond to 
appeals during 1958, 

A member of the Finance Committee suggested that pledge cards be sent to 



Board members, accompanying tnese minutes, and that the cards be returned to the 
ACOA with indications as to amounts Board members feel they can contribute to the 
Committee, and approximate sums they will try to raise in addition. 

It was requested that, when possible, reports of Committees should be mimeo
graphed prior to Executive Board meetings and circulated to Board members. 

All~rican People's Conference: George Houser reported that because of the many 
. contacts with Africans established by the Com-

mittee in the past, the ACOA delegation was able to do a much mere effective job 
at the All-African People's Conference. Peter \Jeiss observed that the trip of 
the ACOA delegates had been extremely useful not only to the Committee but to the 
U.S. government. Reports have been received which indicate that the work done 
by the delegation was well received by Africans at the Conference. The Board 
offered a vote of thanks to ACOA members attending the Conference. The report on 
the Conference was accepted by the Board. 

Homer Jack, Frank Montero, William X. Scheinman, and George Houser are meet
ing with State Department officials and Congressmen, January 21-22r The purpose 
is to convey the need for;in policies that are causing U.S. prestige to wane. 

change 
Tour for Tom Mboya: A proposal to sponsor Tom Mboya, Kenya Labor leader and Mem

ber of the Legislative Council, on a U.S. speaking tour for 
one or two months this spring with the hope that Mboya can be brought to New York 
in time for Africa Freedom Day; was passed by the Board. 

Africa Freedom Dayt George Houser said that all representativ~of independent 
African states he has contacted are enthusiastic about the 

proposed Africa Freedom Day celebration, April 15. He noted that the ambassadors 
of the various states would be pres_,nt "if we want them. 11 Ghanaian Ambassador 
Chapman is particularly pleased with the idea. He said that when in Conakry in 
December he approached President Sekou-Toure of Guinea about coming to New York 
for Africa l"reedom Day, but that Sekou-Toure had not at that time committed him
self, although he was receptive to the idea. Town Hall is contracted for the diy. 

South Africa Defense Fund: The South African Treason Trial is to begin anew on 
January 19, it was reported, with the trial of 30 of 

the 91 accused against whom charges were dropped in November 1958. The trial of 
the othersis scheduled to begin on April 20. The Trustees of the Treason Trial 
Defense Committee have asked the ACOA to renew efforts on behalf of the Fund. 

The Board resolved that all money collected for the Defense Fund be sent to 
South Africa after allowing for the deduction of all costs involved in raising 
the moneyf that the amounts of money raised and sent to South Africa will be 
reviewed by the Executive Board, and Steering and Finance Committees, periodi
cally; and that 60% of the money raised may be sent to the trustees of the Trea
son Trial Defence Committee before the next meeting of the Executi~ Board• 

A resolution (reaffirming present policy) calling on the 1xecutive Director, 
in consultation with the l<'inance Committee, to decide on an amount of money to 
be sent to South Africa immediately, was passed by the Board. 

Next .hlleeting: The next meeting of the Executive Board will be the Annual 
Meeting on March 9• 
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