
Executive Board Meeting 
of the 

American Committee on Atrioe 

March 10, 1958 

Presentt Peter ':ieiss--Vice Chairman; George Edmund Haynes, Sidney Hert.zberg, 
Qilbert Jonas, Elizabeth s. Landis, Frank Montero, Elliott Newcomb, . 

William X. Scheinman, George w. Shepherd, Jr., William Sorsby, Phyliss Sueekiad,- ~ • 
Robert Trentlyon; Staff-Dale Harrison, George M. Houser, John Williams. 

Minutes: The minutes of the last meeting were unanii!Dusly adopted. 

North Africtu A small conference to which leaders of the ADA, AJCongress, AJCom-
mittee, AFSC, Foreign Policy Association, ILRM, ILG1'1U, etc .. , 'Will 

be invited to discuss the North African situation is planned for March 24th, 
George Houser announced. The main purpose of the conference is to discover common 
ground on which the many groups could support a major conference in washington at 
a later date to which gpvernment officials would be invited. The small conference 
will probably be held from 2 to 4 in the afternoon and is being called by Donald 
Harrington. 

Lorna Hahn, Professor of History at Temp:' ~-, University, is writing a pamphlet 
on the North African situation for the MX>A. The pamphlet will be about .32 pages 
long, and it is hoped, the first of a series of similar work* on other African 
areas to be issued as "Africa Today" pamphlets. The Editorial Board should have 
the manuscript in two weeks. The Committee has not committed itself to accept 
the pamphlet. 

It was moved that the statement on "A New u.s. Policy toward North Africa" 
be sent to ali Board members for their comments, that they reply regarding the 
statement on or before Wednesday, March 19th, and that the replies plus statement 
be referred to the Strategy Committee for final editing. 

South Africa1 It was reported that the 1\COA was in the process of sending letters 
to the church and labor press designed to solicit funds for the 

South Africa Defense Fund. 

George Houser, John Williams, and Frank Montero have recentlY met with Kenneth 
Karp, a public relations man, to diseuss the possibility of the ACOA sponsoring 
a Benefit Concert at Carnegie Hall. The benei'i t would be for the South Africa 
Defense Fund, and the Fund would bear all costs involved. Karp fi~Qred the 
benefit would net a minimm of $18,000 (proVided that top talent was recruited). 
It was noted that Lionel Hampton and leading English jazz exponents raised $11,000 
in London for the Treason Trial Defence Fund in South Africas Ideally, the Com
mittee would like to have letters of invitation to top people in the entertainment 
world go out under the signature of Eleanor Roosevelt. Karp reported that similar 
benefits have sometimes netted as much as $50,000. The Board resolved that if 
first rate artists are not available for this project, that the benefit be dropped. 
A Committee was formed of Frank Montero, Phyliss Susskind, William Scheinman, and 
John ·Williams (Ex Officio) to work on the project. 

George Houser reported that the Corrmittee had prepared a fact sheet on South 
'1f,'est Africa. He noted that ~lter Walmsley had been appointed to the Good Ol#l.ces 
Committee established to negotiate with South ~frica on the &fp question along 



, 
! 

with the representatives from England and Brazil, Sir Charles Arden-Clark and the 
Brazilian Am assador to Cuba. Contact has been established with i'ialmsley and he 
has agreed to meet with the ACOA and other groups to discuss the question of SWA. 
No date has yet been set. 

The Strategy and Finance Corr~ttees have approved the idea of sending an 
observer to the South ~frican Treason Trials. There are several possibilities her~ 
most of them in addition to the purpose of reporting on the proceedings, would 
serve as good promotional outlets for the ACOA. The Committee can sponsor a lawyer 
or a writer or both together; it can urge the American branch of the International 
Commission of Jurists to send an observer (and perhaps arrange some working agree-· 
ment with this indiVidual); it can urge a magazine such as Look to send a man such 
as John Hersey to cover the trials; or the Committee can do part or all of t~ese 
things. The financial prospect for this project seems bright, In appealing for 
funds the letters would be written in a very general manner to cover all of the 
above possibilities. A great deal of publicity could coma from this project. 

Election of Board Members: The Chairman of the Nomination Committee announced 
that both Dorothy D.mbar Bromley and Martin Dworkis 

had resigned from the Executive Board. The Board voted that Donald Harrington 
send letters of appreciation for their work on t.,ehalf of the l COA to both Mrs. 
Bromley and Dr. Dworkiso 

Present Board members up for re-election are Nelson Bengston, Sidney Hertzberg 
Bill Kemsley, William X. Scheinman, Adelaide Schulkind, and ~illiam Sorsby. New 
nominees are Walter c. Car rington, Sophia Yarnall Jacobs, P~bert J. MacAlister, 
Robert F. Meagher, and Benjamin -~·: echsler. The name of Hugh H. Smythe was placed 
in nomination at this sessiun of the Board. All present Board members and new nom
inees were elected for two-year terms. The Executive Board now has 23 ~mbers. 
The B.Y-Laws limit Board mewbe~s~p to 30~ 

Finance Report: Robert Trentlyon reported that the ACOA was still $10,000 in debt,. 
However, the new miling is coming along fairly well. Over ~.3,200 

had come in in six working days, John Williams said. It was noted that only one
third of the pledges made by Executive Board members had been received by the ACOAP. 

Board Officers: The next m.eeting of the Organization Committee will take up the 
problem of nomination of Executive Board officers. 

AFRICA TODAY: The discussion on ~FRICA TODAY was tabled until the next meeting of 
the Executive Board. A.t that time it was requested that an analysis 

of the AFRICA TODAY questionnaire be presented to the Board. 

Nkrumah Tri'Q: It was noted that Prime Minister Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana is coming 
to the United Statos on a brief trip in July., The Board moved that 

a cable be sent asking him to reserve a particular time f?r appearing at an ~COA 
function, such as a luncheon or a dinnero 

Books to Kawawa: Phyliss Susskind, on behalf of the ACOA. said that she would pay 
the approximately $30o00 freight charges f or shipping about 100 

pounds of books collected by Gilbert Jonas from Executive Beard members and 
National Committee~men, to Rashidi Kawawa, General Secretar,y of the Tanganyika 
Federation of Labor. 

Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Executive Board is on May 12th. 
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