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September, 1979 

Dear ACOA SupporteF, 

Summer is usually a slack time in organizational work-~a transition from 
spring to fall. Then things are supposed to begin with a bang again in 
September. This is the usual pattern in financial terms, too--contributions 
are down for most organizations during the summer. This year for us, 
the general rule has been only half true~ Our .income feLl drastically---
during the summer, as expected, but the pressure of work never lessened. 
We are faced consequently with real problems. In this letter I would like 
to give you a summary report on our activities and then say a word about 
finances. 

Economic Involvement in South Africa We were fortunate in having on 
our staff one part-time intern in late spring and four interns over 
the summer. They were from Harvard, Princeton, Cornell, Kalamazoo, and 
the University of California. They were hard-working and with their help 
our staff was able to prepare several new items of literature: a) a 
critical analysis of the Sullivan Principles (a "code of conduct'' approach 
to change in South Africa); b) a profile of the Fluor Corporation, which 
is building huge new oil-from-coal facilities for the South African 
government; c) a discussion of the case for divestment of stock in U.S. 
companies with investments in South Africa; d) an analysis of the report 
of South Africa's Wiehahn Commission, which resulted in cosmetic changes 
in labor legislation that actually strengthen rather than liberalize 
apartheid. 

In addition, our campaign to stop financial assistance to South Africa has 
received a tremendous lift with the addition to.the staff of Dumisani 
Kumalo~ whq is acting as coordinator of the Campaign to Oppose Bank Loans 
to South Africa. Dumisani Kumalo is himself a South African. He left 
the country in 1977 when he could no longer function effectively because 
of government surveillance. 

Self-Determination for Western Sahara Both I and Richard Knight, our 
literature· director, visited Western Sahara (formerly Spanish Sahara) in 
the spring of this year. People there are struggling for the right to 
self-determination--the basic concern of ACOA from its beginning. The 
U.S. is providing military assistance to Morocco, which has been attempting 
to take over the area following Spain's departure in 1976. 

Richard and I have written several articles and reports on conditions of 
the 100,000 refugees from Western Sahara now living in Algeria. We also 
appeared at hearings in July before the House Subcommittee on Africa .. 
Further, we have sent a shipment of medicines worth $24,258 to help meet 
the needs of the people. 
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1ft .. ' Zimbabwe-Rhodesia A Constitutional conference has just convened in 

London at the moment of writing this letter. There is no way of knowing 
whether it will be successful in reaching an understanding between the 
contending groups. At least the decision on whether the U.S. should drop 
sanctions against Rhodesia has been postponed for the moment. We have 
opposed ending sanctions as long as the present Constitution, which 
perpetuates white minority control under the guise of majority rule, is 
in force. 

We have just updated an analysis of the Constitution which we prepared 
during the spring. It is available on request, as is testimony whicn we 
submitted to the House Subcommittee on Africa. 

We have continued our assistance to Zimbabwe refugees, who n:ow number about 
200,000 with shipments of medicines worth over $30,000. 

The Tate-Coetzee Heavyweight Match Coetzee is a white South African. 
Tate is an American black. They are scheduled to fight for the world 
heavyweight championship on October 20, in Pretoria. The match is due 
to be televised by NBC. 

We have joined in support of the U.N. Special Committee Against Apartheid, 
the Organization of African Unity, and the Supreme Council for· Sport in 
Africa in opposing the fight on the grounds that it is being used for 
propaganda purposes by South Africa. We have also acted as part of a 
coalition of U.S. organizations which has asked NBC not to televise the 
fight. The coalition has met with top officials of the the network. We 
are also helping to distribute background information on apartheid and sport 
in South Africa. 

The work never slackens, nor should it, as long as events press in on us. 
,,J But we are hampered in our effectiveness by our constant financial struggle. 

Income has definitely slacked off to a trickle during the summer and we 
are in difficulty now as we enter t~e fall. 

We started the year with a $7,800 deficit. This deficit is still with us 
in the form of unpaid bills to printers and others. Fortunately, we have 
not incurred new indebtedness because, so far, income and expenses for the 
year have kept pace. But to meet our budget and cover our indebtedness 
we must raise $40,000--$10,000 a month--between now and December 31. 

We will send you our regular issue of ACOA Action News soon. We didn't 
want to await its final editing and printing before sending this letter 
to you. We need your sup ort if we are to continue our active program. 
I hope you wil soon to r ~ppeal. 

( 
GMH:jwb 

nSincerely, 

r4~ 
George M. Houser 
Executive Director 
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