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Present: 

Staff: 

William Booth, Elombe Erath, Josephine Buck .... Jones, 
Michael Davis, Dorothy Hibbert, Leonard Jeffries, 
Davis Lampel, Elizabeth Landis, Richard Lapchick, 
Tilden LeMelle, Gay McDougall, Edward May,Timothy 
Smith, Stephanie Urdang, Peter Weiss. 

George Houser, Dumisani Kumalo, Sandy Boyer, J?au,l 
Irish, Richard Knight, Jennifer Davis, Gail Mor.lan, • 
Josh Nessen, Ray Gould. 

The meeting was called to order by Treasurer Tilden LeMelle 
at 6.20, until President William Booth's arriv~l. 

Minutes of the June 12th. meeting were approved as c1istributed. 

Brief Reports: 

1 ~ MW~'a,be Recer:>t.ion: 
A;COA and the Women's Division of the United Methodist Church 
co,..hosted a reception on behalf of non~g-civernmental friends 
of Zimbabwe for Prime Minister, Robert Muga)::>e who was here 
for ceremonies marking Zimbabwe's acceptari,ce into the United 
Nations. l-1.ore than 300 people atten(led the event that was 
organized with about two weeks notice. 
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2. Dum:isani Kumalo's speaking tour 

3. 

Dumisani reported on his upcoming 50 day trip to 16 states 
and 20 colleges which will cover the whole country including 
H.awaii. Valuable support is coming from the Board for Home-
land Ministries of the United Church of Ch:rist which is con
tributing.toward expenses. There was a discussion about the 
possibility of Dumisani using the trip as a fund raising effort. 

Literatu.re· 
Richard Knigl1t and J~nni.fer Davis reporti:p.g: 
The literature being wol;'ked on includes; .1\ PaMphlet on Namibia 
which focuses on.· u • s. corporations and draws on the UN bearings 
qn the illegal expropriation of uranium; a n,ew version of Voices 
for Withdrawal; an update of the South Africa Fact Sheet; a 
piece on the South African arms embargo v:j_olations, focusing 
on the Space Research Case. · · 
Literature sales are down from last year bu,t level. with 1977. 
A promotion effort with 12,000 names will take place this fall. 



4. College Work 
Josh Nessen reported on the trial of ten students and faculty 

at Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo which exposed links between 
trustees and corporations in South Africa. The defendants were acquitted. 
Work is now being done on rebuilding a network; advertising the visit of 
Tozamile Botha; and against the forthcoming US-SA heavyweight boxing 
match in Bophutatswana. 

5 .. Shipments to Mozambique and Namibia 
$50,000 of· surgical supplies and medicines have been sent 

Mozambique.Antibiotics were airfreighted to Luanda for ~amibian 
Books are being sent for· the diplomatic library in fM;fputo. 

6. Tozamile Botha 

to 
refugees. 

Paul met Tozamile Botha in Maseru and discussed the possibility 
of a speaking tour. Botha was a leader of the strike at Ford Motor 
Company in Port Elizabeth, was detained, fled to Lesotho. He has been 
invited by the United Nations to attend the Day of Solidarity with Poli
tical-Prisoners on October lOth. Paul has been working with the United 
nations, and ANC to plan a speaking tour for him. 

7 Paris conference on support for the Namibian struggle 
Ed MbY reported on the conference, noting its importance, not as a 

place to learn new information but to make contacts. There was a Call 
for Action by the Security Council to impose sanctions on South Africa. 
The meeting was held in France to highlight France's role as the largest 
supplier of·arms to South Africa and France~ involvement in the exploita
tion of Namibian uranium. There was good religious representation. George 
reported that there were some 700 people from 25 countries, probably the 
largest support conference that he has attended. 40 members of SWAPO were 
there. Highlights were speeches by Oliver Tambo-and Sam Nwoma and sing
ing by the SWAPO delegation. Betsy added that it was a very timely con
ference, pressure is building in Soubh Africa. The conference called for 
UN sanctions and a Security Council meeting by October 15. It was a "stop 
being diverted by negotiations" conference. 

8. State and Local Legislative action to divest funds from South Africa 
Gail repor+.ed on the campaign. A panel was held jt the Conference 

for Alternative State and Local Policy in Pittsburgh, which Dumisani par
ticipated in. About a dozen legislators have endorsed the campaign, agree
ing ~o be an advisory panel. Materia1s are being prepared and contacts 
made" for action in the 1981 legislative assemblies. The Co-ordinating 
committee consisting of ACOA, WOA, AFSC, ICCR, TransAfrica and CALC meets 
in Washington on Oct. 3rd. Beginning investigations have already been 
made to see what can be done at the city level here in New York, and state 
action will be investigated. Several boar·d .:»tembers suggested th~t their 
assemblymen be contacted. It was suggested that the issue of §tate and.. .·_,;.;: 
local governments interfering in making foreign policy was sure to come 
up. 

9. Financial Report 
January to Aug. 31 expenses: 
January to Aug. 31 income: 
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$57,563 
$52,127 



ACOA has $7,000 in bills. Some church and trade union money that usually 
comes in and hasn't, still may come in. ACOA needs to raise $40,000 for 
the remainder of this year. 

Sandy Boyer reported ·on fund-raising: A direct mail appeal is in the 
mail to the ACOA and Africa Fund list. Africa Fund mailing will go out 
on October 15. Each organization will be mailed to once more this year. 

Foundations: Marionist Sharing Fund being approached for Botha tour; 
Ford Foundation being appraoched for a modest grant to prepare the 
archives for a library; may seek a grant for Space Research project; 
Public Welfare Foundation-Zimbabwe medical/refugees. 

George is retiring in June and there will be a tribute for him that will 
also be a fund-raising event--similar to the 25th anniversary event. 
There was further discussion of lists, and fund-raising possibilities 
from Dumisani's tour. 

10. Paul Irish's trip to Southern Africa: 
Paul reported on his trip, beginning in Geneva at the NGO Confer

ence on Sanctions Against South Africa and then covering Mozambique, 
Lesotho, Zimbabwe and Zambia. (Paul's report will be se:J.t soon to all 
members of the board). 

out a wr::..ttc:: report from the Search Committee 
whic as met once and meets ~gain :october 9. We are approaching a 
m&jo-:.: turning point in the life of ACOA. In order to choose a new director 
nn George's retirement, it is necessary to know the future direction that 
the organization will take. Major input from the staff was requested, and 
f.rom all board members. There may need to be a special board meeting to 
discuss the future of ACOA. George was asked to list the tasks that he 
performs for the October 9th. meeting. It was thought to be premature to 
advertise the job. 

New Citibank Loan to South African Government 
George sent a letter to the president of Citibnnk and a press release 

was issued protesting the first Citibank loan to the South African govern
ment since 1978. It is hoped that there can be a lot of action around 
this loan from churches, students, black groups etc. It was suggested 
that the Citicorp buii:·:ing at Lexington and 53rd. would be an excellent 
place for a demonstration and literatu~e distribution. 

U.S. and Aparthef_j in Sports 
. Richard Lapchick reported on new propa~ti.::.da gains by South Africa: 
British Lions Rugby tour has just been completed to South Africa. South 
Africa will play in the Eis.enhower Cup golf tournament from October 8 to 
11 in North Carolina. A campaign has been launched to get the U.S. State 
Departm0..."lt to oppose all sports contacts with South Africa, and to get 
the U.S. Golf Association to refuse an invitation to South Africa. An 
effort is being made to organize North Carolina students to demonstrate 
at the tournament. 

Boxing 
Weaver/Coetze fight. CBS is the target. A delegation is going to 

see the president of CBS ~.:1 Se:·tember 19th. Pressure will be pritt on 
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·local affiliates not to carry the fight. 

Elombe Brath reported briefly on the release of a number of black and 
progressive organizations of what appeared to be a secret National 
Security Council review titled "Presidential Review Memorandum/NSC-46 
Black Africa and the U.S. Black Movement". 

The document set out a policy designed to undermine and destroy all links 
between progressive Afro-Americans and African forces. The Stat.e Depart
ment has denied the authenticity of the document, and the issue of whet
her it was genuine was' not discussed, but it was pointed out that much 
of the process recommended in the memorandum is already in progress. 
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