
American Committee on Africa F 
305 East 46th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10017 
(212) 838-5030 

Minutes, ACOA Executive Board Meeting, December 9, 1976 

Present: William Booth, chairing; Robert Browne; Elsie Carrington; Collin Gonze; 
Janet Hooper; Jay Jacobson; William Johnston; David Lampel; Elizabeth 
Landis; Gail Morlan; David Robinson; Timothy Smith 

Staff: George Houser; Paul Irish; Raphael Gould; Richard Knight; Marvin 
Rich 

Visitor: Callistus Ndlovu 

1. On motion of Jay Jacobson, the minutes of the September 30th Executive Board 
meeting were unanimously accepted as received. 

2. Brief Reports 

a) Ray Gould reported that over $900 was raised and a memorable evening had 
by all at the poetry reading held October 31, 1976 at the home of Carl 

& Mar~uerite Cartwricht. 

b) Ray Gould also reported on development of the anti-apartheid poster com
petitions, noting that preparations had been made almost entirely with

out cost to the ACOA due to the creativity of volunteer Herb Yavel. 

c) Publications - New publications were mentioned by Richard Knight - the 
ACOA history; the Angola pamphlet; work in progress on ZIPA interview; 

piece on women under apartheid; Zimbabwe chronology; background piece on bank 
loans to South Africa. Jay Jacobson commended Richard for the significant improve
ment in the sales figures, triple the previous year. 

d) Demonstration - George Houser noted that ACOA had been invited to endorse 
the call for student demonstrations against apartheid March 25-26 spon

sored by the National Student Coalition Against Racism (NSCAR). t.Jilliam Booth 
reported he spoke at their conference in Boston, attended by 1100 persons. Collin 
Gonze raised a question about the relationship with the Socialist Workers Party. 
The board voted to endorse the actions in March. 

3. Zimbabwe 

Callistus Ndlovu, the representative of ANC/ZAPU gave a eeport on the Gaaeva 
talks. He was part of the Patriotic Front delegation formed by ZAPU and ZANU; 
other African participants at Geneva were the ANC of Bishop Muzorewa and Ndabaningi 
Sithole's ZANU delegation; Ian Smith was considered part of the British delegation 
by the nationalists. Mr. Ndlovu explained the importance of the extended disagree
ment over the independence date. At issue was the principle of whether the date 
for independence was firm or whether the date was conditional on the completion cr 
preparatory processes. Another major issue was whether Britain would exert its 
constitutional responsibility so that a reversal of the date for independence could 
not occur in the interim. He reiterated his group's rejection of the Kissinger 
proposals, then briefly reviewed the proposals of the African delegations for an 
elected president (Mozore ... ra proposal), or an assembly (Patriotic Front), or a 
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presidium (Sithole), though he noted that so far the Smith regime showed no will
ingness to negotiate on any of these, and had not presented its own proposals. 
The date for resumption of the conference was late January, although there was 
some doubt whether the con ference would reconvene. 

4. Finances 

Jay Jacobson presented the budget and current finance report, noting that the 
1977 proposal was more modest than in previous years because outside mailings were 
to be handled by the Africa Fund because of reduced costs for a tax-exempt organi
zation. Elizabeth Landis suggested that we consult with lawyers about which pub
lications should be issued in the name of the ACOA or the AF. George Houser re
sponded that each specific case had to be dealt with as it arose. On motion of 
Elizabeth Landis, the 1977 bu~get was unanimously approved. 

5. Bank Camryaign 

ACOA participated in a November 10 seminar on bank loans to South Africa called 
by Tim Smith of the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility. ACOA has pre
sented a listing of new loans and Jennifer Davis is working on a background piece. 
A statement was being circulated for signatories. Tim noted that there was a dem
onstration outside Citibank in Harlem, a packet was available for $1; shareholder 
resolutions were being filed; and said Chase had moved to defining areas of the 
South African economy it would not loan to. Robert Browne noted how widespread the 
loans were since he was surprised to discover that the Amalgamated Bank of Chicago 
held loans. William Booth rais ed the issue of Republic National Bank's Krugerrand 
sales. A meeting will be called by ACOA to discuss the feasibility of boycott action 
against banks making major loans to South Africa. 

6. The Carter Adr~Jnistration 

George Houser reported on discussions with the transition team concerning the 
list of possible appointees to be Assistant Secretary of State for Africa. He was 
urged by board members to particularly let the administration know our feelings on 
who should not get the appointment. George also reported that he had raised the 
idea of a possible conference in Washington on the agenda for action for the Carter 
administration 'tvith Ted Lockwood of the Hashington Office on Africa. It was agreed 
considerable work would have to be done to refine and focus the idea. A conference 
is planned after mid-March initiated by the National B!ack Assembly and the Commiss
ion on Racial Justice of the United Church of Christ. It would be important not 
to compete with this. 

William Booth reported on the meeting with A&S management that morning including 
George Houser and Paul Irish. The meeting followed ACOA initiative in picketing out
side the downtown Brooklyn department store for selling the gold coin as jewelry. 
Coverage on \V.SLS helped build the action. A&S agreed not to carry additional adver
tisements and to phase out sales of the item. 

8. Namibia 

Elizabeth Landis presented for the board a discussion of some new developments 
around Namibia, Sean MacBride's retirement as U.N. Commissioner for Namibia and the 
choice of his successor. 
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