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American Committee on Africa 
164 Madison Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

MINUTES June 19, 1974 

Present: William Booth, Dorothy Hibbert, Janet Hooper, Elizabeth Landis, 
Tilden LeMelle. 

Staff: George Houser, Jennifer Davis, Richard Leonard, Ray Gould. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:15 p.m. and chaired by Executive 
Board President, William Booth. 

1. Rhodesian Sanctions Campaign 

Dick Leonard reported on the status of the campaign to restore 
sanctions against Rhodesia. The bill, H.R. 1868, is still in the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, apparently awaiting action following the 
primary of Rep. Thomas Morgan, Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee. ACOA has done mailings in recent weeks to main contact list, 
urging visits during the Easter recess; list of key Congressional votes 
has been assembled with help from the Washington Office on Africa; ACOA 
will be present at the Union Carbide stockholders meeting to protest 
their anti-sanctions position; a mailing has been done to the Black press 
on the issue; contact with David Smallwood of the NY area NAACP has been 
made to encourage action by local chapters. Ray Gould and D~ck Leonard 
have been working on this campaign. 

Another point raised was recent newsp~per reports of continuing 
negotiations between Bishop Muzorewa of the African National Council of 
Zimbabwe and Ian Smith and the possibility of some kind of partial settle
ment. It was in line with the positions of ZAPU and ZANU, ACOA could 
not support a settlement that provided for less than majority rule. It 
was agreed that ACOA should be in contact with ZUrbabweans on the issue. 

2. Date for next Board meeting: Thursday,June 27 at 6:00 pm. at the 
ACOA office was agreed on. 

3. The Coup in Portugal George Houser summarized the events surrounding 
the recent coup in Portugal ~nd its relevance to ACOA work. It is clear 
that the cause of the coup is the failure of the colonial wars. The 
u.s. has apparently been unp~epared for the coup and no firm policy has 
emerges. It is unclear how the control of the new government is arranged 
between the new provisional government headed by Gen. Spinola and tbe 
armed forces movement of young officers who engineered the coup; :~ 
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The liberation movements are committed to fight for complete inde
pendence, while Gen. Spinola has indicated that while he wants to allow 
"self-determination '' in the colonies, his goal is a federation with 
Portugal. This means that the wars could continue. In this context, 
the sudden visit of South African Admiral Biermann to the u.s. underlines 
South African nervousness about the coup and FRELIMO's strength in 
Mozambique, and their attempt to enlist more u.s. backing. 

ACOA has issued a brief statement on the coup and the liberation 
struggles which outlines four considerations that the junta must recognize 
if peace is to be established: recognition of the Republic of Guinea
Bissau, negotiations with the OAU·-recognized movements in Mozambique and 
Angola, restraint of the colonial settler populations, and ~~n-interference 
by either South Africa or Rhodesia. 

It was pointed out that ACOA is scheduled to meet with newly 
appointed Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs, Donald Easum 
on May 21 and it was agreed that these points should be stressed. Other 
items for discussion brought up included the status of the Az ores pact, 
the reported NATO contingency plans relating to the liberation movements 
in southern Africa, Rhodesian sanctions and reports of settlement 
negotiations, visits by South African officials to the u.s .• and the 
situation in Namibia. 

4. Finance Report 

George Houser gave a brief finance report in the absence of Jay 
Jacobson, Treasurer. He noted that ACOA income for the year through 
April, both from mailings and special contributions, have been running 
$20,000 below 1973 levels. There are bills of some $11,000 outstanding 
with only $1,000 cash .on hand. George noted that since he has been 
trying to complete his manuscript, he has not been able to follow up on 
fu d raising work, but wilL have to plan to do so in the coming May and 
June months. It was agreed that the situation should be fully discussed 
at the next Finance Committee meeting prior to the Board meeting in June. 

5. Communication from Leslie Campbell 

William Booth reported on a letter he has received from Leslie 
Campbell raising several questions. These included the nature of 
criteria for ACOA board membership, the ACOA response to his proposal 
of last year for establishing a relationship with the New York African 
Liberation Support Committee nnd the question of ACOA policy on supporting 
liberation movements in reference to UNITA in Angola. 

George Houser said that there had been follow up on his proposal 
last year, including consideration at a Board meeting, followed by a 
letter and telephone calls to see about arranging a meeting. 
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On the question of UNITA, George said that there had been a special 
Board meeting several years ago about the situation with the movements 
in Angola and ACOA criteria for judging the movements which resulted in 
a decision to recognize the primacy of the MPLA in Angola. This has 
guided ACOA work since then, but it might be a need now for another 
Board discussion. On the question of criteria for Board membership it 
was agreecl. that George Houser and l.Villiam Booth should discuss the 
situation with.,·: t.eslie Campbell 15efore taking any further actbn. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
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