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WHAT IT IS 
The United Nations Council for South 

West Africa (now Namibia) was established 
in 1967 by the United Nations General As
sembly as the only legal authority to ad
minister the Territory of South West Africa 
until independence and, in the meantime, 
to prepare it for independence. 

This action of the General Assembly came 
after it had concluded that South Africa, 
which had administered the Territory since 
the end of the First World War, had failed 
to fulfil its sacred duty by not insuring 
the moral and material well-being of the 
people of the Territory . The Assembly de
cided to terminate South Africa's mandate 
and assume direct responsibility for the 
Territory. 

The Assembly had been faced with a 
series of events which ran counter to the 
objectives of the Mandate, including South 
Africa's contention that it was not accoun
table to the United Nations, a threat to 
partition the Territory into "homelands" 
and the emergence of apartheid and racial 
discrimination. 

In June 1968, the General Assembly pro
claimed that, in accordance with the wishes 
of the people, the Territory would hence
forth be known as Namibia, that the Council 
would be redesignated the United Nations 
Council for Namibia, and that the United 
Nations Commissioner for South West Africa 
would be known as the United Nations Com
missioner for Namibia. 

The Council, which was originally com
posed of 11 members, was enlarged to 18 
members in 1972 and to 25 members in 1974. 
Today the Council is composed of the fol
lowing countries: Algeria, Australia, 
Bangladesh, Botswana, Burundi, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Egypt, Finland, Guyana, 
Haiti, India, Indonesia, Liberia, Mexico, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Poland, Romania, 
Senegal, Turkey, USSR, Yugoslavia and 
Zaire. 

In accordance with standing arrange
ments, the representatives of the Organi
zation of African Unity (OAU) and the South 
l~est Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) 
participate in meetings of the Council in 
an observer capacity. 
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The Territory 

With Angola to the north and the Repub
lic of South Africa to the south, Namibia 
extends for 900 miles along the lower 
reaches of the Atlantic coast of Africa. 
The Territory consists of some 318,260 
square miles (equal to the combined areas 
of the United Kingdom and France). It has 
a population of more than 750,000, the vast 
majority African, and possesses rich depo
sits of diamonds, copper, lead, zinc and 
other minerals. 

Prior to the First World War, Namibia 
was a colony of Imperial Germany. As par't 
of the peace settlement, the responsibility 
for administering Germany's colonies was 
placed under a League of Nations Mandate. 
South Africa assumed the Mandate over 
Namibia, undertaking to administer the ter
ritory on behalf of the League as a "sa
cred trust of civilization". 

With the entry into force of the United 
Nations Charter in 1945, it was generally 
accepted that all mandated territories 
would be placed under the International 
Trusteeship system created by the Charter, 
and that the responsibility of the League 
of Nations in respect to those territories 
would pass to the United Nations. With one 
exception, the administering powers con
cerned agreed to this transfer. The excep
tion was South Africa which declined to 
place Namibia under United Nations trustee
ship, but said it would continue to admin
ister it in the spirit of the League 
Mandate. 

Thus began the long history of United 
Nations concern over the Territory, and in 
subsequent years attention was concentrated 
on South Africa's compliance with its obli
gations under the Mandate. 

WHAT IT DOES 
An advisory opinion of the International 

Court of Justice, requested•by the Security 
Council and handed down on 21 June 1971, 
stated that the continued presence of South 
Africa in Namibia was illegal and that 
South Africa was under an obligation to 
withdraw its administration from the Terri
tory; that Member States must refrain from 
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any acts which might imply recognition of 
the legality of, or lend support for, such 
presence and administration; and that it 
was incumbent upon non-Member States to 
assist the United Nations in this respect. 

As it did in response to earlier resolu
tions of the General Assembly and the 
Security Council, South Africa ignored the 
Court's advisory opinion and refused the 
Council for Namibia access to the Territory. 

In view of this situation, the General 
Assembly assigned new tasks to the Council 
for Namibia in order to achieve the origi
nal goal. 

Following these instructions, the Coun
cil has been carrying out the following 
activities: 

• Exposing the illegal presence and re
pressive policies of the South African 
regime in Namibia; 

• Assisting Namibians by financing edu
cation and training programmes; providing 
travel and identity documents; and ensuring 
that Namibians participate fully in the 
work of the Council; 

• Taking action to ensure compliance of 
Member States with United Nations resolu
tions on Namibia, and with the Interna
tional Court of Justice advisory opinion 
of 21 June 1971; 

• Exposing the activities of foreign eco
nomic interests in Namibia by showing how 
these activities support the illegal South 
African presence there; 

• Consulting with Governments of Member 
States to determine ways of increasing 
pressure for a South African withdrawal; 

• Representing Namibian interests in in
ternational organizations and conferences; 

• Mobilizing support among international 
bodies of all kinds; 

• Promoting publicity on Namibia; and 

• Raising funds for and administering the 
United Nations Fund for Namibia. 

Through the UN Fund for Namibia, pro
grammes for the education and training of 
Namibians are being conducted in a number 
of African countries and elsewhere. 
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Recently, the Council for Namibia 
adopted a plan for the creation of an 
Institute for Namibia which would operate 
from Lusaka until South Africa's illegal 
occupation of Namibia is terminated. The 
principal objective of the Institute will 
be to provide training and education for 
Namibians who will form the civil service 
cadres and administrators of various gov
ernment departments and public services in 
an independent Namibia, and to provide a 
planning centre for the future government 
of Namibia. 

HOW IT WORKS 
The 25-member Council for Namibia nor

mally meets at United Nations Headquarters 
in New York. 

In recent years, missions of the Council 
have been dispatched to Africa, Europe and 
Latin America where Council members have 
conducted bilateral consultations with mem
ber governments in order to solicit all 
forms of support in the Council's task of 
removing South Africa's illegal presence 
from Namibia. In 1974 alone, missions of 
the Council visited the Federal Republic 
of Germany, Romania, Yugoslavia, the United 
Kingdom, Mexico, Guyana and Colombia. 

Decree on Natural Resources 

Conscious of its responsibilities to 
protect the natural resources of Namibia 
and of ensuring that these natural resour
ces are not exploited to the detriment of 
Namibia, its people or environmental as
sets, the Council for Namibia enacted, on 
27 September 1974, a Decree on the Natural 
Resources of Namibia. 

In essence, the Decree is designed to 
protect the natural resources of Namibia 
from over-exploitation by any person or 
corporation in the period before indepen
dence. It also states emphatically that 
any person, entity or corporation which 
contravenes its stated purpose in respect 
to Namibia will be held liable in damages 
by the future Government of an indepen
dent Namibia. 
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UNITED NATIONS COMMISSIONER 
FOR NAMIBIA 

The General Assembly in 1967 decided 
that the Council should "entrust such ex
ecutive and administrative tasks as it 
deems necessary to a United Nations Com
missioner for South West Africa." The As
sembly also decided that in the perform
ance of his duty, the Commissioner shall be 
responsible to the Council. 

On 11 June 1971, the regional office of 
the United Nations Commissioner for Nami
bia and the Council for Namibia was offi
cially opened in Lusaka, although it had 
been operational since November 1970. 

The present United Nations Commissioner 
for Namibia is Mr . Sean MacBride, former 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ireland and 
Nobel Peace Prize winner for 1974. He was 
appointed by the General Assembly on the 
nomination of the Secretary-General in 
December 1973 for an initial period of one 
year. On 13 December 1974, the General 
Assembly renewed the appointment of 
Mr . MacBride for another year. 
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