
¥dnutes of the Executive Board Meeting 
American Committee on Africa 

September 14, 1959 

Present: Chairman: Donald-Harrington; Nelson Bengston, Walter Carrington, 
George Hayne~, Elizabeth Landis, Frank Montero, Adelaide Schulkind, 

Hugh Smythe, William Sorsby, Hope Stevens, Peter Weiss; Staff: Dale Harrison, 
George Houser, Homer Jack, Ann Mbrrissett. 

Report on Staff and Office Situation: Although we have larger, more expensive 
office space, and a staff of eight people, 

the Executive Director reported that over-all expenses would not necessarily be 
concomitantly higher, since, he poiH~/out, for the Africa Freedom Day celebra
tion we had a temporarily enlarged staff, and increased expenses. 

Finance Report: The Executive Director reported that although the budget adopted 
by the Board for 1959 called for the raising of $65,000 during 

the year, by August 31 the Committee had actucally raised $53,000, which meant 
that during the first two-thirds of the year five-sixths of the budget had been 
raised -- a good record. He noted, however, that some of the pledges made by 
Board members had not yet been fulfilled. 

The report of the Finance Committee was accepted by the Board. The report 
of the finances of the South Africa Defense Fund was accepted by the Board. 

Tax Examption: The Executive Director reported that William Landis was writing 
the brief for ACOA's new appeal for tax exemption. 

Bank Resolution: The Board authorized changing banks to the New York Trust 
Company. A vote of thanks was extended to Walter Frank for 

arranging the bank change • 

Africa Defense and Aid Fund: Ann Morrissett reported that appeals for the new 
Defense and Aid Fund were being drafted. Letters 

to new sponsors had been sent out, she said. So far eight people had responded 
affirmatively. John Gunther had declined sponsorship, she noted. 

Election of Board Members: Frank Montero and Elizabeth Landis were appointed 
tellers. Maxwell Harway, Harold Isaacs, arl James 

Robinson were elected to the Board subject to confirmation by the Board at its 
next meeting. 

Christmas Card: It i'l'as suggested that the ACOA investigate the possibility of '- / 
selling Christmas cards bearing African motifs, for the benefit ~ 

of the organization. 

Chiume and Nkomo Tour: It was reported that it was not yet certain whether Mr. 
Chiume and Mr. Nkomo would be able to come to the United 

States for their ACOA-sponsored lecture tour. Until U.S. visas were granted the 
men, details of the tour could not go beyond the planning stage. 

Briefing Sessions: Homer Jack reported that the ACOA was sponsoring four brief
ing sessions on Africa and the United Nations on four 

successive Wednesdays in October. The subjects will be South West Africa, 
Algeria, Portuguese Africa, and the Central African Federation. 



Sekou Tour~t President Sekou Toure of Guinea arrives in the United States on 
October 26, it was reported, although his dates in New York are 

not yet known. It was thought that the State Department was taking a major role 
in shaping his i U.nerary. The Board recorrunended that the Connni ttee try to spon
sor a dinner for the President, perhaps in cooperation with another organization. 

Literature Report: Homer Jack reported that the ACOA was preparing a pamphlet 
on the Central African Federation. Already on hand were 

contributions from ~ir Roy Welensky, Garfield Todd, and Guy Glutton-Brock. It 
is hoped that Dr. Banda will be able to contribute a piece; Chiume and Nkomo may 
be asked. Channing Richardson has written the introductor,y essay. 

other pamphlets in preparation or being planned are one on South West 
Africa by Winifred Courtney, one on Tanganyika, and one on Africa 1960 which 
will deal with countries that will gain independence in that year. 

It is hoped that Africa Today can become a monthly in Januar,y 1960. 

Kenya Student Report: The African Student Airlift was extremely successful, it X 
was noted. A very good fund-raising effort enabled a 

total of 81 students to come to the U.S. for study. A 60,000-piece mailing had 
already brought in over $20,000. Jackie Robinson, Sidney Poitier, and Harr.y 
Belafonte signed the letter. 

Africa Freedom Day: The Executive Director reported that Julius Nyerere had 
agreed to be the main speaker at the 1960 Africa Freedom 

Day celebration in New York City. Since he will be coming to the U.S. under 
State Department auspices, approval will ultimately have to be given by that 
branch of the government, even though Nyerere has already consented. 

Joost de Blank: The ACOA is sponsoring a luncheon for Joost de Blank, Archbishop 
of Cape Town, on October 6 at the Brass Rail. Fifty to sixty 

people are expected to attend. 

Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Executive Board is on Monday, November 9, 
at 5:30p.m. in the offices of the American Committee on Africa. 


	PW ACOA EB 9-14-59 p1
	PW ACOA EB 9-14-59 p2

